I’m a Christian, but I continue to mess up
It’s one thing to become a Christian and be assured of salvation, but what happens if we sin again
or struggle with our faith? And what about the verses the Apostle John wrote, 1 John 3:9-10:

“No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in them, they
cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. This is how we know who the
children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right
is not God s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.” But how can I know
whether I’m still saved? It seems to disqualify all of us. John further writes, 1 John 5:18: “We
know that no one who has been born of God sins, but He who was born of God keeps him, and
the evil one does not touch him.” If we read these verses out of context, they seem to say that if
we ever sin, we can’t be Christians. If that’s true, every one of us is disqualified. But what John
is saying, if we choose to live in willful rebellion against God and His Word yet believe we are
Christians, we are deceiving ourselves. The message of 1 John 3:9 is very clear. The word for

sin in the passage is in the present active tense, indicating continuous action. If we say that we

are children of God and continually sin in rebellion against God, we are deceiving ourselves.
Whoever keeps on rebelliously violating God’s law and believes that because they claim to be a
Christian, they can live any way they want is not born again. Understand, you will hear people
say: “I prayed the prayer, and I went forward, and I've been baptized. And I live in the age of
grace, and I can just do whatever I want.” No, you can’t! Totally wrong! Once we have been
born again, the Bible says God’s seed has come to live within us. His nature is in us and will not
allow us to do that. And if we do live that way, we are demonstrating that we don’t have His seed
within us. Once we become Christians, God gives us a special sensitivity to what is wrong in our
lives. Whoever is born of God does not keep on sinning and doing the same thing over and over
again, which we know is a violation of the law of God. It’s not about being perfect but about the
Holy Spirit at work in our lives. At the end of the day, confidence comes from trusting what
Christ did, not from trying harder on our own. At salvation, the Holy Spirit sets up shop in our
hearts and begins working on us. He cleans this up over here and changes that over there; He
gets this attitude right and makes that relationship better. And little by little, we notice things are
happening in our lives; we are being changed, being transformed. We are not being reformed;
that would be something from the outside in. No, transformation is from the inside out because
Jesus Christ now lives within us. When He comes to live within us, He makes a change in our
lives. 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation, the
old things have passed away; behold, new things have come.” So many Christians don’t
understand that the same God who forgave them is willing to forgive them even when they fail
after being saved. 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous, so that He

will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”



