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Acknowledgement of Territory
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM – TREE OF LIFE VERSION
Pr. Karen: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. C: Amen.
A reading from Revelation: Then the angel showed me the river of the
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river
is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month;
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.
(Revelation 22:1-2)
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Pr. Karen: Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the
river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of
rebirth. Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.
Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are
below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are the
fountain of resurrection. Praise to you for your saving waters. Praise
to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves us in this
sacrament. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into
all creation. Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears.
Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. Satisfy all
our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C:
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Christ, We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus (ELW 451)

GREETING (ELW p. 138)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (ELW p. 138)

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)
Let us pray.
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples, he names us
and claims us. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his
redeeming work with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Genesis 12: 1-4a
A reading from Genesis.
1
Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred
and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you
a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed."
4
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
HYMN I Received the Living God (ELW 477)

SECOND READING: Isaiah 43: 1-7
A reading from Isaiah.
1
But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3
For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4
Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
5
Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
6
I will say to the north, "Give them up,"
and to the south, "Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth —
7
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made."
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)

GOSPEL: Matthew 3: 13-17
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by
him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?" 15But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness." Then he
consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from
heaven said, "This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON (ELW p. 143)
HYMN OF THE DAY You Are Mine (ELW 581)

APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 104)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - AMENDED
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are
empowered to tell the story of your love in their lives and to show hospitality
in response to this love.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys,
mountains, and for all the wild and endangered animals who call these
spaces home, that they are nurtured and protected.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate,
forgive us. Restrain the nations from fighting over limited resources.
Redeem us from the cycles of scarcity and violence.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk
with all those who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing
in body and spirit (especially).
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the faith forming ministries of this church. For those preparing for
baptism, first communion, and membership, those even this week
continuing online in confirmation classes…;
for those who participate/d in children’s ministries, home churches and
adult education, even online this week;
for those who continue to study to learn about God’s ways in ecumenical,
inter-faith, multi-faith and secular settings,
guide and inspire learners of every age and ability.
Lord, in your mercy ,hear our prayer.
Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and
resurrected life. Give us thankful hearts for those who have died, even as
we look forward to the hope of new life with you.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we
pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
SHARING THE PEACE (ELW p. 143)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING for God’s work in God’s world.

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 144)
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 146)

Blessing
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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