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OPENING DIALOGUES 
Dialogue for Evening Prayer (Vespers) P. 310 

The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have beheld Christ’s glory. 
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 
Words of Welcome 

Opening Night Prayer (Compline) P. 320 
 
Almighty God grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
Amen. 
 
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 

to herald your love in the morning, 
your truth at the close of the day. 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING 

Evening Prayer (Vespers) P. 311 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you called light into being, 
and you set light in the sky to govern night and day. 

 
In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night 
you led your people into freedom. 

 
Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ: 
may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 
 



for you are merciful, and you love your whole creation, 
and with all your creatures we give you glory, 
through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN OF LIGHT 

 



PSALM  
PSALM 139  
 
 1O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
 2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
 you discern my thoughts from far away. 
 3You search out my path and my lying down, 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Even before a word is on my tongue, 
 O LORD, you know it completely. 
 5You hem me in, behind and before, 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
 it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 7Where can I go from your spirit? 
 Or where can I flee from your presence? 
 8If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
 if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
 9If I take the wings of the morning 
 and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
 10even there your hand shall lead me, 
 and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
 11If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
 and the light around me become night," 
 12even the darkness is not dark to you; 
 the night is as bright as the day, 
 for darkness is as light to you. 
 13For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
 you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
 14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
 Wonderful are your works; 
 that I know very well. 
 15My frame was not hidden from you, 
 when I was being made in secret, 
 intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
 16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
 In your book were written 
 all the days that were formed for me, 
 when none of them as yet existed. 
 17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
 How vast is the sum of them! 



 18I try to count them — they are more than the sand; 
 I come to the end — I am still with you. 
 19O that you would kill the wicked, O God, 
 and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me — 
 20those who speak of you maliciously, 
 and lift themselves up against you for evil! 
 21Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? 
 And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 
 22I hate them with perfect hatred; 
 I count them my enemies. 
 23Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
 test me and know my thoughts. 
 24See if there is any wicked way in me, 
 and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 

Evening Prayer (Vespers) Readings P. 322 
 
OPTIONAL READING: John 14 – attached at the end of this 
publication 

 
READING: Matthew 11: 28-30 
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 
RESPONSE  
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit. 
You have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit. 
Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
Into your hands, I commend my spirit. 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD  
 
  



CONFESSION, PRAYER PETITION,  
PROFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 321) 

Let us confess our sin, lay out our petitions, and claim our faith in the 
presence of God and of one another as we ready to sleep and trust our 
lives into God’s abundant mercy, care and enlivenment. 
 
I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven, 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned by my own 
fault in thought, word, and deed. 
 
I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 
bring me to everlasting life. Amen 
 
  



PRAYERS 
Good Friday Bidding Prayer P. 263 

 

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the 
world. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 
By your Holy Spirit guide the church 
and gather it throughout the world. 
Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, 
and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Let us pray for  name/s  our bishops, for  name/s  our pastor(s), 
for  name/s  and all servants of the church, and for all the people of 
God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, 
other ministers, and lay leaders. 
Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, 
and help each of us in our various vocations 
to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. 
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism. 
Give them new birth as your children, 
and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.     Amen.   
 

  



Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. 
Look with favor on all who follow Jesus your Son. 
Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us united in the fellowship of love. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your teaching to Moses. 
Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 
may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace 
all those who call out to you under different names. 
Bring an end to inter-religious strife, 
and make us more faithful witnesses 
of the love made known to us in your Son. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity 
so that all may long to know you and find peace in you. 
Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace 
in the world and in the lives of Christians, 
and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    Amen.   
 

  



Let us pray for God's creation. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care 
and bring all things to fulfillment in you. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 
In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, 
so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, 
and a share in the goodness of your creation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those in need. 

Silent prayer. 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you give strength to the weary 
and new courage to those who have lost heart. 
Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, 
free those unjustly deprived of liberty, 
and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. 
Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, 
that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have 
us ask. 

 

All pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

And please pray it in the language you feel most comfortable in.  

Pr. Karen is going to pray in English in the words preferred by the congregation she 
serves St. James Lutheran in St. Jacobs Ontario. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Adoration of the Cross as we approach to Good Friday (Adapted) 

We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection,  
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
 
May God be merciful and bless us; may the light of God’s face shine upon 
us. Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all 
nations. 
 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection,  
for by your cross joy has come into the world.  
 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.  
May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
 
We glory in your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy resurrection,  
for by your cross joy has come into the world. 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.  
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
Almighty and merciful God, grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of 
all your sins. Amen. 
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A reading from John Chapter 14. 

 1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In 
my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where 
I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I 
am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If 
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him." 
 

8Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." 
9Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, 'Show us the Father'? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me?  

 

The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do 
the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it. 
 

15If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you. 
 

18I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  

 

 



19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you.  

 

21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them 
and reveal myself to them." 22Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is 
it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?" 23Jesus 
answered him, "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will 
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that 
you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 

 

25I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach 
you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
28You heard me say to you, 'I am going away, and I am coming to you.' If 
you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the 
Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so 
that when it does occur, you may believe. 30I will no longer talk much with 
you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; 31but I 
do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I 
love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way. 

 


