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How to love 

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love 
which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister. 

Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
avails anything, but faith working through love. 

Galatians 5:13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use 
liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 
For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest 
you be consumed by one another! 

Ephesians 1:1-7 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk 
in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.  
Ephesians 4:1- 6 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and 
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 
3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all. 

Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things 
that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of 
Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

Colossians 3 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on 
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with 
one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against 
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all 
these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace 
of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be 
thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching 
and admonishing one another 
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1 Thessalonians 1:3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of 
love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God 
and Father, 

1 Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the 
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
2 Timothy 3:10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, 
purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 

Hebrews 10:24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and 
good works, 

Romans 12:9 
Give attention to the word “must” 
NIV Romans 12:9-10 [ Love in Action ] Love must be sincere. 
NKJV 9 Let love be without hypocrisy.  
NCV 9 Your love must be real. 

Sincere 
this means pure, uncontaminated, https://biblehub.com/greek/1506.htm 

Growing in sincere love God’s way is to set our hearts and minds increasingly 
along the principles of God’s character. 

We can gauge ourselves using scales of 1 to 10. 

Restlessness ——————————————————————— Peace 
Resentful ———————————————————————— Forgiving 
Anxious ————————————————————————— Patient 
Miserly ————————————————————————— Giving 
Partiality ———————————————————————— Impartial 
Dishonest ———————————————————————— Truth 
Inconsiderate ————————————————————— Compassion 

To grow in God’s love is to improve in God’s collective character traits. We 
will tend to grow what we bring into our consciousness. If we are not setting 
our minds upon God and our hearts upon God’s goodness, we will not be in it. 

Sincerity is being real or genuine. 
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What does fake love, or pretending to love do? What does it teach? How does 
it affect our character using the scale above? 

To grow in love we must purify our hearts and cleanse our conscience. This 
mean corrective action. Effort, diligence, and action are required. 

1 Corinthians 13:13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love. 

Hypocrisy “actor” “pretender” 
"Christianity requires that believers should be open and above-board. They 
should be themselves.” 
https://biblehub.com/greek/5273.htm 

NIV 2 Corinthians 8:8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the 
sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 
NIV 2 Corinthians 6:6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the 
Holy Spirit and in sincere love;   

NKJV Ephesians 6:24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in sincerity. Amen. 
NKJV 1 Timothy 1:5 Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a 
pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, 
NKJV 1 Peter 1:22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently 
with a pure heart, 

Romans 12:10 
NKJV Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly 
love, 
NIV 10 Be devoted to one another in love. 
NASB 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; 
NCV 10 Love each other like brothers and sisters. 

Romans 13:8 
NKJV 8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 
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Removing contaminants 

John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Fear, selfish-ambition, self-indulgence, idolatry, envy, pride, vanity, anger, 
hurry, greed, all contaminate our love and spiritual character. We ought to 
guard ourselves constantly from giving our thoughts toward such things 
while seeking God’s good character. 

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind. 

1 Peter 1:22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a 
pure heart, 

Titus 1:7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-
willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for 
money, 8 but hospitable, a lover of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, 
self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he 
may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who 
contradict. 

Titus 2 But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine: 
2 that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in 
patience; 3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not 
slanderers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things— 4 that they 
admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 
5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, 
that the word of God may not be blasphemed. 

Description of How to Love 
Romans 13:10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfillment of the law. 

1 Corinthians 8:1 Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we 
all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies. 
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1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love 
does not parade itself, is not [b]puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not 
seek its own, is not provoked, [c]thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, 
but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 

1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that 
you may prophesy. 

1 Corinthians 16:14 Let all that you do be done with love. 

Matthew 10:37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

Luke 6:32 “But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who 
do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 
34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit 
is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 
35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; 
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He 
is kind to the unthankful and evil. 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your 
Father also is merciful. 

Mark 12:33 And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, 
with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

Luke 741 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 And when they had nothing with 
which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of 
them will love him more?” 
43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” 
And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 44 Then He turned to the 
woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; 
you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears 
and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this 
woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 You did 
not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with 
fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are 
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forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves 
little.” 

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such 
there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the 
Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 
another. 

Ephesians 3:17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the width and length and depth and height— 19 to know 
the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 
church and gave Himself for her, 
Ephesians 5:28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own 
bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 
Ephesians 5:33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own 
wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 

Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 

1 Peter 2:17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
king. 

1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one 
another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning 
evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that 
you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For 
“He who would love life And see good days, 
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
And his lips from speaking deceit. 
11 Let him turn away from evil and do good; 
Let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
And His ears are open to their prayers; 
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
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1 Peter 4:8 And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love 
will cover a multitude of sins.” 

1 Peter 5:14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Love away from God 
John 3:19 - 20 and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been 
done in God.” 

John 5:39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal 
life; and these are they which testify of Me. 40 But you are not willing to 
come to Me that you may have life. 41 “I do not receive honor from men. 
42 But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you. 43 I have 
come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in 
his own name, him you will receive. 44 How can you believe, who receive 
honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only 
God? 

John 8:42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, 
for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He 
sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not 
able to listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires 
of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks 
a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 
45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which of you 
convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? 47 He 
who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are 
not of God.” 

John 12:42 Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but 
because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put 
out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God. 44 Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who believes in Me, 
believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me. 45 And he who sees Me sees 
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Him who sent Me. 46 I have come as a light into the world, that whoever 
believes in Me should not abide in darkness.  

1 Timothy 6:10-11 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which 
some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 

2 Timothy 3:2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 
good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such 
people turn away! 

Those who Love God 
John 10:17 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I 
may take it again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I 
have received from My Father.” 

John 12:24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 
25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and 
where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My 
Father will honor. 

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

Romans 13:8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 

1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor 
have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him.” 
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Ephesians 6:24 Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity. Amen. 

1 Timothy 2:15 Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they 
continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control. 

James 2:5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to 
those who love Him? 

Love is Keeping Commandments 
John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as 
I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that 
you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

John 14:15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will pray the 
Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you 
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you 
and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 

John 15:12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life 
for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 
15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from 
My Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me, but I chose 
you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give 
you. 17 These things I command you, that you love one another. 

Missing Love 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
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poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me 
nothing. 

1 Corinthians 16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be 
accursed. O Lord, come! 23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

2 Thessalonians 2:10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who 
perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved. 

Forgiveness & Comfort 
2 Corinthians 2:6 This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is 
sufficient for such a man, 7 so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to 
forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too 
much sorrow. 8 Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him. 

Patience 
2 Thessalonians 3:5 Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God 
and into the patience of Christ. 

Measuring & Testing Love 
2 Corinthians 8 I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity 
of your love by the diligence of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 
that you through His poverty might become rich. 
10 And in this I give advice: It is to your advantage not only to be doing what 
you began and were desiring to do a year ago; 11 but now you also must 
complete the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to desire it, so there 
also may be a completion out of what you have. 12 For if there is first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not according to 
what he does not have. 
13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened; 14 but 
by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may supply their lack, 
that their abundance also may supply your lack—that there may be equality. 
15 As it is written, “He who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who 
gathered little had no lack.” 
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Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

1 Peter 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need 
be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your 
faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested 
by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love.  

Collaboration - (processing together into agreement/same mind) 
Philippians 2:2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 
being of one accord, of one mind. 

Love ought to grow 
1 Thessalonians 3:12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in 
love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, 

1 Thessalonians 4:9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I 
should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one 
another; 

1 Thessalonians 5:13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s 
sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 

2 Thessalonians 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as 
it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of 
you all abounds toward each other, 

1 Timothy 1:14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, with 
faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 
2 Timothy 1:13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard 
from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 

Hebrews 13:1 Let brotherly love continue. 

2 Peter 1:5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control 
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[d]perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and 
abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to 
blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 

Joy 
Philemon 1:7 For we have great joy and consolation in your love, because the 
hearts of the saints have been refreshed by you, brother. 

Love Corrects 
Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son 
whom He receives.” 

James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has 
been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised 
to those who love Him. 

Partiality 
James 28 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well; 9 but if you show 
partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 
10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is 
guilty of all.  

John 21:15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” 
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 
He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 
16 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 
Me?” 
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 
He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 
17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” 
Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” 
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” 
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Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 
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