
“”Success is not    

final, failure is not 

fatal: it is the cour-

age to continue 

that counts.” 

     - Winston Churchill - 

 

Message from our 2025 Chapter  
President— Scott Savage 

 

Dear Members of the FBINAA, California Chapter,  

As we continue looking forward to a productive and event filled 
year, I would ask that we all attempt to reach out to fellow 
graduates whose memberships may have lapsed.  In a nutshell, 
our membership is slowly declining.  Your Executive Board is 
working diligently to provide valuable educational and social 
opportunities to provide a return on investment for maintain-
ing membership, but we can’t do this alone.  We need your ide-
as about contemporary training topics, venues of interest and 
social activities which you would like to take part in. Your input 
and ideas will help guide our planning at both the Division and 
State levels, so we meet your needs and provide that return 

that is so important to maintain a healthy organization. 
Our Secretary Max Santiago, Treasurer Mike Barletta and I, attended this year’s Chapter 
Leadership Summit at the FBI Academy.  While there we found that many chapters are 
addressing similar issues as us, especially with regard to declining membership.  What 
we did all share, was a common desire to give you reasons to remain as members and 
be involved. 
Now that the bad news is out of the way, let’s focus on the positive!  We are now a quar-
ter of the way through the year and we’ve had several successful events throughout the 
state. I had the pleasure of attending some in the Sacramento and San Francisco Divi-
sions, each of which provided compelling and informative trainings and had well over 
50 attendees. I also had the pleasure of meeting with several members in Monterey 
County. We are aware that attending centralized meetings can be difficult in our large 
divisions, but this is one of the challenges our Area Representative program seeks to 
overcome. The remote gatherings may be smaller, but we get an opportunity to engage 
with members we don’t usually see.  I know that the Southern California events have 
seen similar successes in the more remote areas. 
Please know that National is working hard on establishing additional savings and mem-
ber benefits that will be rolling out in the very near future. Discounts and similar perks 
are planned for current members, so please check both the website and the Connect 
app for updates. If you’re not currently using the Connect app, please consider adding it 
to your phone. It’s an easy way to search the membership database and user enhance-
ments will be added in the coming months. 
Check the newsletter for the upcoming Law Enforcement Executive Development Semi-
nar quarterbacked by Los Angeles Division VP Christopher Williams and our California 
Chapter State Retrainer hosted by San Diego Division VP Alex Hernandez.  We have also 
been selected to host the Region One Chapter Leadership meeting in concert with our 
Retrainer in August, so we will be hosting FBINAA Chapter Leaders from states ranging 
between Montana, west to Alaska and Hawaii. We certainly look forward to showcasing 
the quality of our programming. 
I look forward to seeing you at an event this year and to hearing any ideas which you 
would like to see us add to the mix. Thank you again for being interested and engaged. 

Scott Savage 

FBI National Academy Associates, Inc., 
California Chapter, FBINA Session 237 
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Hello members, 

First, let me say thank you to all those members who are contacting me with updates, I always enjoy 
hearing from members and as more of you are reaching out I’m getting to hear more of your stories.  
Each and every one of our members has an interesting story, many with unique experiences.   

Many of my experiences, especially now, involve travel.  I have recently returned from an extended trip 
that started in Europe, went on to Dubai and the Persian Gulf, from there to a Safari in Kenya, back to 
Europe to Croatia, Montenegro, Italy and the Dolomites and finishing in the UK.   Dubai, the Persian Gulf 
and Kenya was a tour with the International Police Association (IPA), what an amazing experience.  Dubai 
is a futuristic, extremely clean and safe city, while Kenya appears to be the opposite, but Kenya has its 
own beauty and many amazing animals.  Although this was an IPA tour, what helped make it unique was 
that there were seven, yes SEVEN, American National Academy graduates from both the East and West 
Coast.  A wonderful surprise! 

Here we are, all seven NA graduates, at the Safari Park in Kenya with Mount Kilimanjaro in the back-
ground. 

Now that we are back in the United States, it is time to focus on upcoming Divisional lunches and events 
and look forward to the State Retrainer Conference for 2025, this year being held in San Diego, August 19
-22, at the Hard Rock Hotel, a fabulous venue in a location everyone will want to visit.  The conference
promises to be full of interesting, relevant and timely topics along with some great networking opportu-
nities.  You can see more in this newsletter under the San Diego Division.  To register or to view the full
agenda, go to www.fbinaacc.com.

 A  MESSAGE FROM OUR       
CHAPTER HISTORIAN  

L—R:  Mike Sellers, NA  237, Denise Sellers, NA  199, Ken-
neth Fasano, NA 217, Lisa Shahade, NA 225, John Sumwalt, 
NA 242, your very own Historian Gina Di Napoli, NA 225, and 
Kevin Kieran, NA 257. 

mailto:www.fbinaacc.com


 Kanoya Air Base, Kagoshima, Japan 

Sylvia Trundle, NA 224, Ohio Chapter and Max Santiago, NA 214, California Chapter recently toured Ja-
pan with their spouses on a Stephen Ambrose Historical Tour focusing on the 80th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Okinawa, while there, they discovered that they were fellow National Academy colleagues.   

Sylvia and Max’s father in-laws served together in the US Marine Corps in the 22nd Marine Regiment, Sixth 
Marine Division, in World War II during the Battle of Okinawa. 

Posing with a World War II Mitsubishi Japanese Zero fighter plane are Sylvia and Max.  During World War II, 
Kanoya Air Base was one of the biggest bases for Tokkotai, the Special Attack Forces, commonly known as 
Kamikaze.  

It is certainly a small world, there were only 23 people of the tour and two were National Academy graduates.  
What made these circumstances small still was the fact that Sylvia was a classmate of California Chapter Past 
President Janis Trulsson.    

So while our Secretary Max Santiago was by chance meeting another NA graduate in Japan, our Historian, Gi-
na Di Napoli was meeting other NA graduates in the Persian Gulf and Kenya.  Amazing!  

   CALIFORNIA CHAPTER 
SECRETARY  IN  JAPAN 

Max and Sylvia 

posing by the 

Japanese fighter 

planes 



During the March Chapter Leadership Summit at the FBI Academy, Quantico, VA, members of the Califor-
nia Chapter Executive Board presented a $5,000 donation to the FBINAA Charitable Foundation on behalf 
of the members of the FBINAA California Chapter. The FBINAA Charitable Foundation serves the active 
members of the FBINAA in times of need. Visit https://www.fbinaafoundation.org/ to make an impact. 

The Charitable Foundation was established in 2010 and to date, has assisted 383 active members with 
$651,000 in emergency relief and funded 182 college scholarships totaling $184,000.  Unfortunately there 
are times when members and their families face hardships, and it is during that time of need when the 
Charitable Foundation stands ready to respond and assist.  It is due to the help of generous donations 
that make it possible for the Foundation to help our members.  If you would like to assist by making a do-
nation, you can go to the website (listed above) and see the many ways you can donate.  Remember that 
your support and generosity goes to support a member in need.  Thank you. 

CALIFORNIA  CHAPTER  
EXECUTIVE  BOARD 

L to R, Secretary Max Santiago, NA 214; Doug Muldoon, NA 153, 
FBINAA Charitable Foundation Chairperson; President Scott 
Savage, NA 237; and Treasurer Mike Barletta, NA 222  

MAKING A DONATION 

https://www.fbinaafoundation.org/


It gives me great pleasure to introduce our new FBINAA Chaplain, Kevin Jensen, NA 222.  Kevin has been a 
FBINAA member and active participant since his FBINA graduation in 2005. He served seven years on the Cali-
fornia chapter board, including two years as President. He then served on the committee of California Past 
Presidents, selecting the fourth Vice President every year at the California Chapter conference. Kevin has a 
record attendance having attended all but two national conferences since 2008. 

Asking Kevin what he brings to the position of Chaplain, he states: 

“I work hard to listen and communicate with reason, consideration and care for all involved to create the best 
opportunities for mutual understanding, respect and positive outcomes,” 

On a personal note, Kevin shares that he came from a dysfunctional family in which his mother gave birth to 
him at 16 years old and his father served a five-year term at the Louisiana state penitentiary at Angola for 
armed robbery.  Kevin truly believes that if not for the grace of God and opportunities afforded him by our 
Lord, caring people and the public safety profession, he could easily have ended up on the wrong side of the 
justice system. Thankfully, Kevin’s parents later found faith and became better people.  This early life experi-
ence left Kevin with a sense of gratitude, and in wanting to give back, he dedicated his life to serving, first in 
the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office for 28 years, and then in numerous other departments including the 
FBI National Citizens Academy Alumni Association, the San Francisco Chapter of the FBICAAA, the Kiwanis, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., Association of Silicon Valley, the FBINAA and his local church.  Kevin and his wife of 
many years are parents of three and grandparents of eight, so they are kept pretty busy. 

Taking on this new role, Kevin humbly states: 

“I believe that the Chaplain position is one in which our members and all people, regardless of faith or any other 
identifier, are cared for, listened to, and provided hope, compassionate and non-judgmental opportunities for 
guidance, and a feeling of inclusion in a world that’s become increasingly more divisive. I believe that we should 
honor those who have served – while they are still with us - and in respectful remembrance of their lives and ser-
vice when they have passed. Max Santiago (our Chapter Secretary) frequently quotes what I said frequently 
while speaking at many events, many years ago - and what I am convinced we all believe: “The FBI National 
Academy was the best gift of my law enforcement career”. The FBINAA has been an amazing extension of that 
gift, and I am truly honored to continue serving, and now as your Chaplain.” Blessings, Kevin Jensen. 

   MEMBER SPOTLIGHT  
KEVIN  JENSEN— Session 222 



A MESSAGE FROM THE SACRAMENTO DIVISION: 

Hello members, 

The Sacramento Division held a meeting at the end of March that was hosted by Sheriff Cooper of the Sacra-

mento County Sheriff’s Department. The large group of attendees was intrigued by the presentation on or-

ganized retail theft by Sergeant Cater of the Sacramento Organized Retail Theft Task Force. Sergeant Carter 

provided an interesting strategy highlighting how organized criminals are utilizing gift cards to take money 

from the pockets of stores, companies and consumers.  He revealed how their team has arrested several 

individuals who are part of local, national, and international organized crime groups stealing gift card num-

bers, and returning them to stores only to electronically steal the money once activated. It was nice to see 

attendees from various surrounding cities and counties, including FBI SAC Sid Patel, FBINAA Past Presi-

dents, current President Scott Savage, Secretary Max Santiago, and several Chiefs, and retired Chiefs from 

the California Chapter. 

Jason Russo 
Sacramento Division Area Representative 
FBI National Academy Associates, 

Sheriff Jim Cooper addresses attendees at the 

Sacramento Division training luncheon.  

FBI SAC Sid Patel addresses the attendees. 



A MESSAGE FROM THE SACRAMENTO DIVISION CONTINUED... 

Congratulations to those who graduated from Session 293, we look forward to seeing you all at our 
lunches: 

• Scot Maldonado—Sacramento County District Attorneys Office

• Kristopher Rolin—California Highway Patrol

• Joseph Petrino—San Joaquin County Sheriff’s Office

• Ray Rena—Los Banos Police Department

We wish every success to those attending Session 294, which started on March 31st, 2025.  They are 
the following: 

• Captain Luke Sincerny- Rocklin Police Department

• Lieutenant Marcela Haskins- Bakersfield Police Department

• Lieutenant Eric Palmberg- El Dorado County Sheriff’s Office

• Lieutenant Ravjit Mann- Sutter County Sheriff’s Office

• Captain Jarod Primicerio- California Highway Patrol

2nd Vice President, Jim Macedo, NA 262 

Email: sacramentovp@fbinaacalifornia.org

SACRAMENTO DIVISION NEWS 
CONTINUED... 
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2025 YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROGRAM TIMELINE 

Application schedule: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Starting November 29th, 2024- 

Applications available from the Chapter’s YLP Coordinator 

• February 3rd, 2025 - 

Deadline for initial applications to be submitted by the applicant to the Chapter’s YLP Coordinator to be 
considered to interview for selection. 

• March 28th, 2025 - 

All Candidate Nominations Packages from Chapters/Associations are due to the FBINAA National Office.  
NO CANDIDATE NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS DATE. 

• April 11th, 2025 -  

Final vetting/selection of YLP students will be made by the National Office and Chapters/Associations will 
be notified of their candidates acceptance. 

• April 18th, 2025 - 

Acceptance letters and other pertinent information will be sent to candidates. 

• June 19th, 2025 - 

Program commences; Students arrive and are picked up at Reagan National Airport. 

• June 27th, 2025 - 

Program ends; Students graduate and return home. 

SACRAMENTO DIVISION NEWS 
CONTINUED... 

Maxie Santiago
Text Box
@ Gina - Suggest adding "For 2025, California YLP selections will be limited to students who reside in the Sacramento and San Francisco Divisions."



NEWS FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION:  4th VP, Tricia Seyler Campbell 

On April 3rd, Walnut Creek Police Chief, Jamie Knox, NA 257, hosted the spring luncheon.  The luncheon was held 
at the Boundary Oak Golf Course in Walnut Creek.  It was a beautiful, sunny day and members stayed after the 
luncheon to play a round of golf.  There were over 50 attendees, including Chapter President Scott Savage and 
Past President and newly appointed Chaplain for the National Board, Kevin Jensen.  Another notable attendee 
was recent session 293 graduate, Jeff Slater, from Walnut Creek PD.  So nice to have a new graduate join us.  Also 
in attendance was long time National Academy Training Coordinator, Elizabeth Ward who is now a recent retiree.  
So nice to see everyone. 

Our speaker at the luncheon was none other than our local Channel 7 news anchor, Dan Ashley.  Dan spoke 
about the importance of relationships between journalists and police and how you can make them work.  He gave 
interesting examples of relationships and friendships he had developed throughout his career.  Dan gave tips and 
ideas for growing those relationships and building trust.  After the luncheon, Dan was very gracious in staying for 
photographs with those in attendance.  Also speaking was Walnut Creek City Manager Dan Buckshi, who talked 
about partnerships and working together with Local, State and Federal partners.   

SAVE THE DATE 

Also, mark your calendars for the Annual County shoot and BBQ at the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office. The date 
is May 9th. 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION  
NEWS

L-R: Mike & Denise Sellers, Gina Di Napoli, Kevin 

Jensen, Dan Ashley, Ruben Chavez & Mike Kihmm

Mike Kihmm with T-Mobile 

Rep. Mike Dust, former CHP Channel 7 news anchor 

Dan Ashley Walnut Creek City Mgr, 

Dan Buckshi. 

Attendees enjoy a great lunch 

Retired FBI Co-

ordinator Eliza-

beth Ward 
President Scott Savage, Troy Broddrick, 

Kevin Jensen & Mike Kihmm enjoy a round 

of golf 

Maxie Santiago
Text Box
@ Gina, I think her title is "Supervisory Special Agent"

Maxie Santiago
Text Box
@ Gina - Check with Tricia - I think they canceled the shoot.



PERSONNEL UPDATES 

Congratulations are extended to graduates from Session 293 and to those who are now attending Session 294. 

Those who graduated from Session 293 are the following: 

• Kara Apple,  Palo Alto Police Department

• Theodore Avery,  Greenfield Police Department

• Jeremy Brandenburg,  San Bruno Police Department

• Jeffrey Slater,  Walnut Creek Police Department

We look forward to seeing our new graduates at upcoming events and hopefully the State Retrainer. 

Those who have just started in Session 294 are the following: 

• Lieutenant Brian Fernandez     Alameda County Sheriff’s Office 

• Inspector Jalon Harris       Office of the District Attorney County of Santa Cruz  (Inv. Bureau) 

• Captain Eric McQuoid       Contra Costa County Office of the Sheriff 

• Captain Wahed Magee       Mountain View Police Department 

• Lieutenant Ryan Woolworth     Napa County Sheriff’s Office 

I encourage you to reach out to your own circle of graduates and invite them to attend our events. It is always a 
great networking opportunity. We also encourage you to invite people who are interested in attending the NA. We 
continue to be “the strongest law enforcement leadership network in the world”. That is because of your contin-
ued involvement.  

As always, we are seeking to keep our membership up to date with respect to promotions, retirements, and 
changes in agencies. If you are aware of any of these changes, please send an email to sanfrancis-
covp@fbinaacalifornia.org  so that the information can be published in future newsletters and in the NA Associ-
ates magazine. 

Tricia Seyler-Campbell, NA 269 

FBI National Academy Associates, California Chapter, 4th Vice President 

sanfranciscovp@fbinaacalifornia.org 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION  NEWS  
CONTINUED...
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SAN DIEGO  DIVISION—1st Vice President: Alex Hernandez 

Hello San Diego Division members, 

Forget taco Tuesdays, instead come and join us for a taco Thursday at La Mesa Police Department.  Come hun-
gry as this is sure to be a feast.  We look forward to seeing you. 

We are also very busy gearing up for the August State Retrainer that will be happening at the Hard Rock in San 
Diego.  If you haven't registered yet, you can find the information on the website or in this newsletter.   



Congratulations to our FBI National Academy attendees: 

San Diego's graduates from the  293rd Session are the following: 

• Christopher Sullivan, Captain, National City Police Department

• Joseph Barry, Lieutenant, San Diego County Sheriff's Office

• Michael Stirk, Lieutenant, San Diego Police Department

• Sean Sayre, Lieutenant, San Diego State University Police Department

• Shawn Goletski, Supervisory Special Agent, United States Coast Guard

• Ruben Gutierrez, Lieutenant, United States Navy

The candidates attending the 294th Session are as follows: 

• Lieutenant Zheath Sanchez - San Diego Sheriff’s Department 

• Lieutenant Matthew Botkin  - San Diego Police Department 

• Lieutenant Katherine (Katy) Lynch  -   La Mesa Police Department

We look forward to seeing our new graduates at our upcoming lunches and we wish our current at-

tendees all the best. 

Let’s share with the other Divisions what we are doing.  Contact me, your 1st VP, Alex Hernandez,  sandi-
egovp@fbinaacalifornia.org and let me know. 

mailto:SanDiegoVP@fbinaacalifornia.org
mailto:SanDiegoVP@fbinaacalifornia.org


COME AND JOIN US 

Please join us in beautiful San Diego for the FBINAA State Conference at the Hard Rock Hotel. The event is in 
the Gaslamp area that is just two blocks away from Petco Park, and walking distance to many of San Diego's 
best restaurants and bars.  

 The training will have 12-hours of POST-approved training. Here are some of the training sessions; 

• New Orleans Police debrief on the New Year's Day terrorist attack in the French Quarter. 

• Tech Panel discussing UAV (Unmanned Arial Vehicles), Real-time crime centers, and other trending tech-
nologies.

• A bi-national Panel discussing cross-border crime trends. We will be hosting Mexican delegates and Amer-
ican law enforcement leaders in a unique panel discussion.

• Officer Wellness Bulletproof Spirit: The First Responder's Essential Resource for Protecting and Healing
Mind and Heart. Retired La Mesa Police Captain Dan Willis 

Register here https://fbinaacc.com/ 

Special Event - Add On 

Join us at Petco Park on Monday, August 18, 2025 for the San Diego Padres vs. San Francisco Giants 

Open to all conference attendees and their guests.  A memorable night on the 
Sunset Patio overlooking right field, a Mexican Buffet dinner starting at 5:30 pm, 
and continuing until one hour after the first pitch, beer and sodas from 5:30 pm 
through the 7th inning, and snacks during the whole game, as well as an entrance 
ticket, and a stadium seat overlooking first base. Learn more by visiting: San Die-
go Padres vs. San Francisco Giants. 

****WE HAVE PARTNERED WITH UNITED AIRLINES AND SOUTHWEST AIRLINES FOR DISCOUNTED 
FLIGHTS FOR ALL ATTENDEES, INCLUDING FAMILY MEMBERS.  SEE THE WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS.*** 

CALIFORNIA  RE-TRAINER  
CONFERENCE  IN  SAN  DIEGO

mailto:https://fbinaacc.com
Maxie Santiago
Text Box
@Gina - Please check with Russell - POST does not permit us to mentioned POST approval pending. Once Course is certified by POST, we must list the POST Certification Course #, and POST PLAN ## Reimbursment.



A MESSAGE FROM LOS ANGELES DIVISION: 

 
It is hard to believe that we are already into the second quarter of 2025! I’m saddened to report the death of 
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Deputy Hector Cuevas Jr. He was responding to a vehicle pursuit of a sto-
len vehicle in Victorville when he was involved in a traffic collision and tragically lost his life. Verizon’s “Fallen 
Officer” Program stepped up again to provide some financial assistance for his family. Verizon is a great com-
pany that has provided monetary assistance to our fallen officers through their Fallen Officer Program. 

Just a quick reminder that the LA Division and the FBI will be hosting the 2025 Law Enforcement Executive De-
velopment Seminar (LEEDS) in Ventura, CA this year. The dates for this year’s LEEDS seminar will be May 19, 
2025 through May 22, 2025. It is POST approved and won’t disappoint! Please spread the word and encour-
age people to sign up at fbinaacalifornia.org. 

We had a great quarterly luncheon, hosted by Gulfstream in Long Beach. A special thank you to Mark Van 
Holt, session 253, and Mike Wilkins, session 232, for hosting us at their headquarters. Members were treated 
to a great lunch, an overview of Gulfstream’s security operations, and a tour of one of their aircraft. We ended 
the afternoon with a great raffle and some great conversations with new/old friends (see photos below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANNING FOR 2025 
 
Your Area Representative, Adam Affrunti, and I are always looking for new ideas and locations to host our 
quarterly luncheons. If you or your agency are willing to offer up your department to host, Adam and I will han-
dle the rest (including any costs associated). This is your membership and we want to know what you want, so 
please email us your ideas. 
 
 

Attendees at Gulfstream Headquarters in Long Beach . 



LOS ANGELES DIVISION CONTINUED: 

NATIONAL ACADEMY GRADUATES: 

Congratulations to Session 293 who graduated on March 13, 2025. They include: 

• Chief Kristina Perkins,      San Bernardino DA’s Office 
• Lt. Brian Smith,         Huntington Beach PD 
• Capt. Ryan Todd,        Whittier PD 
• Lt. Omar Annabi,        Los Angeles DA’s Office 
• Lt. Dominick Scaccia,       Long Beach PD 
• Capt. Joses Walehwa,       Brea PD 
• Lt. Patricia Thomas,       Los Angeles Sheriff’s Dep 
 

Session 294 started their FBINA experience on March 31, 2025 and will be graduating on June 5, 2025.  They 
include: 

• Lt. Cornelius Ashton,        Laguna Beach PD 

• Lt. Kelli Crigler,         Signal Hill PD 

• Chief Michael Claborn,       Los Alamitos PD 

• Capt. Gregory Gibson,       Ventura County Sheriff 

• Asst. Chief Investigator Chad Mayfield,  San Bernardino County DA 

• Sgt. Alejandro Raya,        San Bernardino Unified School Dist 

• Lt. Maurice Ghobrial,        LAPD 

• Deputy Chief Scott Pryor,      USMC 

• Capt. Jarod Primicerio,       CHP 

 

Personnel Updates: (Please look in Glad and Sad News at the end of the Newsletter for all updates) 

As always, we are seeking to keep our membership up to date for promotions, retirements, and changes in 
agencies. If you are aware of any of these changes, please email losangelesvp@fbinaacalifornia.org so the in-
formation can be published in future newsletters and the NA Associates magazine.         

 
Christopher Williams, NA 273– 3rd Vice President (LA Division) 
FBI National Academy Associates, Inc., 

 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION NEWS  

CONTINUED... 
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LOS ANGELES DIVISION CONTINUED: 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christopher Williams, NA 273– 3rd Vice President (LA Division) 
FBI National Academy Associates, Inc., 
California Chapter 
Assistant Chief, Oxnard PD 

 

LOS ANGELES DIVISION NEWS  

CONTINUED... 



GLAD NEWS: 

Congratulations go out to the following:  

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER BRINGING YOU THE UP-TO-DATE NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE 

For Promotion:- 

 

• Congratulations to Sean Thuilliez, NA 245, who was recently appointed as the 
Chief of Police for Tustin PD.  Chief Thuilliez started his career as a Police Explorer 
with the Redlands Police Dept. before lateraling to the Beaumont Police Depart-
ment, where he spent 18 years, 9 of those as the Beaumont Chief of police. 

 

 

 

 

• Congratulations to one of our California Chapter Past Presidents, Kevin Jensen, 
NA 222, who has been selected to the National Board as the next FBINAA Chaplain.  
You can read about Kevin in the “Member Spotlight” section of this newsletter.  Bless 
you Kevin. 

 

 

 

 

 

• On 7th January, 2025, California Highway Patrol Captain (ret) Greg Ferrero, 
NA 253, was sworn in as the District 1 Supervisor for El Dorado County, CA., we 
wish Greg much success in his new position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GLAD NEWS CONTINUED: 
 

 

• Congratulations to Napa PD Police Chief Jennifer Gonzales, NA 271, who 
announced her upcoming retirement.  Jennifer was appointed the Chief of Po-
lice in Napa, CA in August 2021.  She started her law enforcement career in 1993 
in Chico, where she gained experience working in many different Units before 
eventually moving to Napa in 2015. Jennifer serves on many Boards and Com-
mittees and I am sure she will leave a deep void.  We wish her well in her retire-
ment and judging by her two dogs, she will be kept pretty busy.   

 

 

 

• Congratulations to Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office UnderSheriff, Kenneth 
Binder, NA 248, who retired at the end of 2024.  Thank you Ken for your service 
to the Community and your department.  We wish you all the best in your retire-
ment and look forward to seeing you at FBINAA luncheons and events. 

 

 

   

• Congratulations to Costa Mesa Police Chief, Ronald Lawrence, NA 230, who 
has announced he will be retiring this summer.   Chief Lawrence began his ca-
reer in 1989 and promoted up the ranks with different law enforcement agencies 
in California, including serving as police chief in the cities of Citrus Heights and 
Rocklin before his appointment as police chief in Costa Mesa in 2021.  

 

 

 

• Congratulations to Soledad Police Chief, Damon Wasson, NA 265, who has 
retired after 36 years in law enforcement, 17 of those with Soledad PD.  We 
thank you for your service to both the community and the department. 

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER BRINGING YOU THE UP-TO-DATE NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE 



SAD NEWS : 

Condolences go out to family and friends of the following:  

• On Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 1251 hrs. SDPD 
retired Lt. Ron Seden, NA 134, passed away peacefully. 
He was surrounded by family and members of the SDPD 
Command Staff. Ron was born on January 15, 1936. 
After graduating high school he began his military duty 
in 1952 by joining the Army!  

He rose to the rank of Sergeant and 
commanded his own tank in Germany. 
He honorably discharged from the Army 

in 1958 and subsequently joined the San Diego Police Depart-
ment as an Officer starting December 01, 1958. In his 35 years of 
service he worked Patrol, Traffic Investigations, Motors Squad, 
Criminal Investigations Robbery and Sex Crimes and SWAT 
Commander. He rose through the ranks to Investigative Lieutenant! He was a 
much beloved supervisor by the people that worked for him and with him! One 
of the highlights of his career was being chosen for and completing the FBINAA 
on September 23, 1983. Ron honorably retired January 04, 1993!      Ron was 

one of the best!   

Thank you Ron for your service to 
both the Nation and the community.  
Our condolences go out to the family 
and friends.  

 

ABOVE: Ron is center row 4th from the  right. 

 

• Our belated sympathies go out to family and friends of 
John Frederick Duffy, NA 84, who we recently found out 
had passed on March 21st, 1993.   

John was born in Galveston, Texas on June 10, 1930, he 
moved to San Diego when he was 16 and graduated from 
Grossmont High School in 1948. He served as a sergeant 
in the Marine Corps during the Korean War. On May 25, 
1953, John Duffy became a deputy sheriff after posting 
the highest score on the entrance exam. He quickly as-
cended through the ranks to captain. In 1970 he was 

elected as the 26th Sheriff of San Diego County and took office on January 
4,1971. He was reelected four times and retired on January 4, 1991.  Sheriff 
Duffy’s quote, who brought the department into the modern era, was "Pride in 
our past promises hope for our future".  Thank you Sheriff Duffy for your ser-
vice. 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS: 

BIG REMINDER FOR THOSE BEING PROMOTED, TRANSFERING TO 
ANOTHER AGENCY OR RETIRING…PLEASE UPDATE YOUR EMAIL 
INFORMATION, SO THE CHAPTER CAN STAY IN TOUCH AND KEEP 
YOU UPDATED.   THANK YOU! 

CALIFORNIA CHAPTER BRINGING YOU THE UP-TO-DATE NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE 

Contact Us 

Please call our Historian, 
Gina Di Napoli, if you have 
information you would 
like to have put in the 
Newsletter or if you have 
information you feel our 
members would enjoy 
reading. 

We are also interested in 
any events which would 
include  our members. 

Gina Haynes  Di Napoli 

(916) 849-4462 

Histori-
an@fbinaacalifornia.org 

Visit us on the web at 
www.fbinaacalifornia.org 
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