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Delhi Govt Formation:

MEETING AND GREETINGNadda meets Amit Shah to discuss i

Kumar Anshuman

New Delhi:A day after the par-
ty's victory in Delhi, the consul-
tation process has started wit-
hin the BJP for the next govern-
ment formation and choosing
the chief minister as well.

On Sunday morning, BJP's na-
tional president JP Nadda met
Union home minister Amit Shah
at the latter's residence in Delhi.
Sources told ETthat apart from
usual business, the two leaders
discussed the activi- ties which
could take place in the coming
few days in Delhi.

Meanwhile, the newly-elected
48 MLAs of the party spent their
day meeting and greeting peo-
ple from their constituencies.
Some of the newly-elected
MLAs also met Lieutenant Go-
vernor of Delhi VK Saxena.

New Delhi MLA Parvesh Ver-
ma, who defeated Arvind Kejri-
wal, was the first one to pay a vi-

ADAY AFTER WINNING DELHI ASSEMBLY POLLS
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Newly-elected BJP MLAs meet General Secretary (Org) BL Santosh and

other senior party leaders, in New Delhi on Sunday — IANS

sit to the LG, followed by other
leaders like Kailash Gahlot and
Arvinder Singh Lovely. Lovely
called it a courtesy meeting post
the party's victory in Delhi.
In the evening, BJP general se-
cretary (organisation) BL San-
thosh, BJP Delhi election in-
charge Baijayant Panda and

BJIP Delhi president Virendra
Sachdeva met the newly-elec-
ted party MLAs in different gro-
ups based on Lok Sabha consti-
tuencies also. Seven such mee-
tings took place. The BIP lea-
ders called them the usual
congratulatory meetings but
party sources told ETthat the

PoliloquyRPRAS

Congress votes exceed BIP-AAP
marginin 7 seats

MLAs were also asked about
their views on the new govern-
ment and the new face to lead
Delhi. The meeting of the BIP
MLAs will take place next week
where they will choose their

ins Deliberati

be taken in the coming few days

new legislative party leader.

In  his victory speech, Prime
Mlnister Narendra Modi had on
Saturday announced that the
Comptroller and Auditor Gene-
ral  (CAGC) report regarding
“corruption” in Delhi will soon be
tabled in the assembly and ac-
tion will be taken against those
who were involved in corrup-
tion. Since then every BIP lea-
der has been reiterating it as a
priority for the government. “The
people of Delhi have rejec- ted
Arvind Kejriwal. Now the ti- me
has come to punish him for his
deeds.. He has done corrup-
tion, that is why the PM had said
that the CAG report will be pre-
sented..,” Harish Khurana, the
newly-elected party MLA from
Moti Nagar constituency told ET.

As per party sources, the swea-
ring-in ceremony will only take
place after Prime Minister Modi
comes back from his France and
US visit.
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INDIA Bloc
‘Disintegrating
Fast', Says

Pradhan

Kolikata: minister
Dharmen- dra
Pradhan on Sun-

day said that the IN-
DIA bloc is “disinte-
grating fast” and its
partners are facing
defeat in different
parts of the country
as they do not have
any common agen-
da.

Attending an event
in Kolkata, Pradhan
said after BIP's vic-
tory in Delhi, the par-
ty will form a govern-
ment in West Bengal
next. "21 states with

douvbkrramgines have

been running
successful- ly with
PM Narendra Modi

captain,"
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Pradhan said that
in the Delhi polls,
one INDIA bloc part-
ner (AAP) has faced
defeat after staying
in power for 10 years,
while other partner
(Congress) has bit-
ten the dust. "INDIA
bloc is facing the con-

tradictions of its
constituents. The re-
aotilithany has all but
ceased to exist," he
noted.

Pointing out that
that the victory of
the BIP in the Delhi
assembly polls is the
assertion of the 'vi-
kas' (development)
policy by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Mo-
di, Pradhan said, "It
is the verdict of the
residents of Delhi in
favour of the BJP to
transform the na-
tional capital into a
beautiful city."

t&®JIpowetulinedDelhi
after more than 26
years, winning 48 of
the 70 assembly
seats. The AAP won
22 seats while the
Congress drew a
blank in the polls
held on Febru- ary 5.

CBI'INSISTS ON SPEEDY TRIAL START IN DELHI EXCISE CASE

Docs Unrelied Upon
by CBI in ‘Reasonable
Time": Court to accuse

ly and Amandeep Singh Dhall.
The CBI also filed an application

Arguments on framing
of charges can begin,
says CBI to court

R@D%&ﬁfh special CBI court has
asked all the accused involved in the
Delhi excise case to conclude inspec-
tion of documents not relied upon
by the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) “within

a reasonable ti-

me” so that the tri-

al in the high-pro-
file political case
can begin. “De-

nexure as part of
unrelied docu-
ments”. The CBI
counsel further
informed the co-

urt that the
fence counsels complete list of
are requested to unrelied  upon

documents has
already been fi-

led by it and the
documents are

available for in-

spection.

The CBI had, in
August last year,
informed a local
court that it had
obtained  the

sanction to prose-

ensure that in-
spection of unre-
lied upon docu-
ments is comple-
ted within a rea-
sonable time so
that the matter
can be proceeded
further,” a special
CBI Judge orde-
red on February 3.

The order wasTHE TWO ACCUSED

passed after the

agency insisted
that the trial sho-
uld be commenc

cute Kejriwal in

Qldbs fiatae e oce

year, the CBIl had

at the earliest ag filed a charge she-
Vi REFiwal, for-ments unreli& G 56
mAitister*Manishthe CBl is be; slem ed
ZFPercesged in theout by two accused —
forthe CBIfurtherBoinpally and Dhall

corruption,
agency can argue on criminal conspiracy, falsification of
ggm[ng of charges against the

accounts, and undue advantage in
connection with the city’s liquor po-
licy. Initially, Sisodia and 15 others
were named in the FIR. Kejriwal
was made an accused later after he
oing. The agency has made it Was arrested by the Enforcement
After hearing the arguments on

Directorate (ED) which is investiga-
o

sed even while the inspection of

unre-
g%% documents by the accused is

of chgrges bry the CBI, as p¢ing Kejriwal and co-accused in the
& urtiwilgiE ant8p Delhi excise case on charges of mo-
pestuRitytebedefestce counsel to ney laundering.
counter-argue following which the The CBI in its FIR had alleged that
court would take a call on whether &sodia and 15 others were “instru-
frame charges against the accusedmental” in recommending and ta-
thereby kickstarting the trial. Of theking decisions pertaining to the ex-
total 23 accused currently, inspec- cise policy for the year 2021-22 “wit-
tion of documents not relied upon Byout approval of competent authori-
the CBI are being carried out by tw@y with an intention to extend undue
accused, namely Abhishek Boinpalfavours to licensees post tender”.

OTHER NEWS OF THE DAY

Prez Murmu to Visit | Mustafabad BJP MLA
Mahakumbh on Feb 10poroposes Name Change
Droupadi Murmu will

" New Delhi: President New Delhi: The BIP's
visit the Mahakumbh

by

newly-elected Mustafa-
bad MLA Mohan Bisht on
- Melain Prayagrajon
Monday and take a holy dip at the
Sangam, her office said.

“During her day-long visit to
Prayagraj, the President will take
holy dip and perform Pooja at
Sangam, perform Pooja and
Dars- han at Akshayvat and
Hanuman Mandir, and also visit
the Digital Kumbh Anubhav
Centre,” Rash- trapati Bhavan
saidin a statement issued on

Sunday proposed to

change the name of the
northeast Delhi constituency,
which has a significant

population from the minority
community, to "Shiv Vihar" or
"Shiv Puri". "On one side, there
are 58% people and, on the other,
42%. It is the right of the 58% that
the name should be changed
accordingly. The name could be
Shiv Vihar or Shiv Puri," he said.

—oPB Sunday. Sangam is the | The 67-year-old secured victory

confluence of the Ganga, ! over AAP's Adeel Ahmad Khan in
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Bengaluru: The Congress party's inability to
win a single seat in the Delhi assembly polls —
third time in a row — will lift the political we-
ight of southern CMs — Siddaramaiah of Kar-
nataka and Revanth Reddy of Telangana —
while magnifying the losing appeal of the Delhi
leadership.

The Delhi results will also give credence to the
claims in political circles that the Congress’ im-
pressive haul of votes in the assembly polls in
the two southern states was largely due to the
influence of local leaders over and above the ap-
peal of welfare guarantees, as well as other lo-
cal factors.

In the north, the Congress rules only Hima-

chal Pradesh on its own. The Delhi shocker co-
mes on the back of its rout in
Haryana and Maharashtra.
Evidently, the loss in Delhi may
even tilt the balance of power
towards the South for the Cong-
ress. The party leadership may

not have the moral courage to preach the sout-
hern leaders on how to win polls or summon
them to Delhi to take orders until the party deli-
vers a decisive victory or two. In the South, the
Congress has been in alliance with regional
parties, including the DMK in Tamil Nadu and
Indian Union Muslim League in Kerala. The

two states are headed for assembly polls next ye-
ar. “The two regional parties will play hardball
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