Book Group Questions for What Remains is Hope

1. How did being only children affect each of the characters?

2. Gertrude was forced to keep secrets in her family. How did that affect her relationship with her parents and her cousins? Did this skill help her during the war?

3. The concept of hope is woven throughout the novel. How does this concept help each of the cousins in their attempt to survive the Nazis?

4. What scene in the novel was the hardest for you to read and what scene had the greatest impact on you?

5. How did each of the cousins grow during the war?

6. What role did the mothers of the cousins play in keeping them safe?

7. Were you able to guess which of the cousins did not survive the Holocaust?

8. Have you ever been in a situation where hope was important to you?

9. The author provided extensive background on the origins of the Holocaust. What was most surprising to you?

10. Which of the cousins did you most identify with most?

