Book Group Questions for Stumbling Stones

1. There were expectations for women in the 1920s. How was Alice shaped by those expectations? Why was Alice able to rebel against those expectations? How do you think her being Jewish affected her ability to rebel?

2. Did you relate to Alice as she sought to attend an Arts and Crafts school and wanted to open a studio?

3. Alice’s mother Emma was raised at a time when women had few options. How did Alice’s relationship with her mother help Alice to achieve her goals?

4. While this was a book about the origins of the Holocaust, it was also a story about Alice’s relationships. Which relationships did you find the most meaningful and why?  

5. Alice had the ability to block out the world, especially at times that were most stressful to her. What do you do to deal with stressful situations?

6. Like many German Jews, Alice was confused about whether she should stay or go. Do you think you would have tried to leave earlier?

7. Alice decided to divorce at a time when women did not divorce. What do you think were Alice’s traits that enabled her to make that decision?

8. Selma changed a lot through the 1930s. Did Nazism catalyze positive change for her? How did that change help Selma?

9. Did you blame Alfred for Alice’s inability to escape Germany? 

10. How is Alice a memorable person? Did you identify with Alice?

11. Had Alice been able to escape Germany, how would she have felt about leaving her mother and sister behind?

12. Did your perception of the Holocaust change after reading Stumbling Stones?

13. The author provided extensive background on the origins of the Holocaust. Among the information provided, what was most surprising to you?

