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President's Corner 
Richard A. Peña, President 

 
 

One can distinguish the accomplishments of the Raleigh 

Chapter in the second quarter of 2021 as steady and pro-

ductive. The Chapter continued to conduct successful 

Zoom Chapter and BOM meetings throughout the quarter. 

The Raleigh Chapter hosted a Genealogical DNA begin-

ner's learning session attended by both DAR and SAR 

members. Members learned about the standards and science 

behind Genealogical DNA. Also, the attendees viewed the 

Raleigh Chapter's DNA Project and resources on (FTDNA) 

Family Tree DNA. 

 

As President, I enjoyed the opportunity in the second quar-

ter to attend five out of six patriotic events to present 

wreaths on behalf of the Raleigh Chapter honoring the sac-

rifices of patriots of the American Revolution. I also would 

like to thank Tom Davis for his participation in almost 

nearly every event sponsored by NC SAR. Our hats are off 

to Tom! 

 

¶ 245th Halifax Resolves 

¶ 246th Patriot Day 

¶ San Diego Chapter, CA (CG) Memorial Day 

¶ 241th Battle of Ramsour's Mill 

¶ Waynes Crossing (CG) Fairfax Chapter, VA 

¶ 246th Liberty Point Resolves - Lafayette 

  

Another noteworthy mention is the Rumbaugh Oration 

committee finished their selection of finalists to receive 

awards.  

 

Continued on Page 2 

Registrar's Report & 

Welcome New Members 

Bob Whitehead, Registrar 
 

Since the last Registrarõs Report on March 30, 2021, 8 

New Member Applications and 1 Supplemental Appli-

cation have been approved by NSSAR. They are listed 

below on the following page.   

There are currently 2 New Member Applications and 5 

Supplemental Applications under review at the National 

Society.  

Continued on Page 2 
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Jake Hessler, the Rumbaugh Oration finalist from Raleigh, 

performed his prize-winning speech on the "Importance of 

the Kentucky Long Rifle" at the Tara Farm Picnic on June 

26. Jake's performance was not only educational but a bril-

liant oration.   

  

The JROTC Committee is also hard at work, engaging with 

schools and identifying outstanding cadets in the program. 

The JROTC Committee delivered awards to 63% of all 

schools participating in the Raleigh Chapter JROTC pro-

gram. Our hats are off to Compatriots Jeremy Hodges, Karl 

Feld, and all the volunteers that assisted the committees. 

Finally, I would like to thank our Communication Officer 

David Bamford for his extraordinary newsletter efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jake Hessler, the Rumbaugh Oration Raleigh Finalist  

Tara Farm Picnic, June 26 

Registrarõs Report from Page 1 

 

Welcome New Members !  
 
Since January 1, 2021, 15 New Member Applications and 

2 Supplemental Applications have been approved by 

NSSAR 

New Member Applications Approved (Since March) 

¶ William Carleton Chandler,  Patriot: Starling Gunn 

¶ John Deans Eatman, Patriot: John Eatman 

¶ Derek Keesling Feld, Patriot: Conrad Keesling 

¶ Ryan Reeves Hutchinson, Patriot: John McAdams 

¶ James Preston Parrish, Patriot: Charles Gwatkin 

¶ John Michael Ranck, Patriot: Valentine Ranck 

¶ Kenneth Donald Charles Van Valen, Patriot: John 
Van Valen 

¶ Kenneth James Donald  Van Valen, Patriot: John 
Van Valen 

 
Supplemental Applications Approved (Since March) 
 

¶ Karl Geoffrey Feld, Patriot: John Keesling 

Member Death Notices 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ н 
ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ YŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ bƻǊǘƘŎǳǧ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ ннΣ 
нлнмΦ .ƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŀƭŜƛƎƘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
ǎƛƴŎŜ Wǳƭȅ нллпΦ aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƴƪΥ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ bƻǊǘƘŎǳǧ hōƛǘǳŀǊȅ - wŀƭŜƛƎƘΣ b/ 
όŘƛƎƴƛǘȅƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦŎƻƳύ  

tŀǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ IƻǿŀǊŘ YŜŜŦŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ 
ƻƴ WǳƴŜ тΣ нлнмΦ IƻǿŀǊŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
wŀƭŜƛƎƘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлммΦ aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ
Ƴŀǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƴƪΥ 

IƻǿŀǊŘ YŜŜŦŜ hōƛǘǳŀǊȅ - !ǇŜȄΣ b/ 
όŘƛƎƴƛǘȅƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦŎƻƳύ   

Patriots are the foundation... 

Each member of our 

chapter is very important 

to the Raleigh Chapter, 

North Carolina Society 

and also the SAR Na-

tional Society.  Thank 

you for your continued 

membership during this 

time.  Please visit the 

NC SAR websites to 

keep informed, and thank you for keeping your 2021 

membership renewal up to date. 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/raleigh-nc/william-northcutt-10121621
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/raleigh-nc/william-northcutt-10121621
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/apex-nc/howard-keefe-10223763
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/apex-nc/howard-keefe-10223763
https://www.ncssar.org/
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William C. (Bill) Chandler, Ph.D.   

Chandler was born in Danville, VA and grew up in Caswell County, NC.    

Chandler holds a B.A., Political Science, Master of Public Administration and Ph.D. from NC State University.  

Chandlerõs doctoral dissertation examined the sale of alcohol to underage persons in NC, its causes and preven-

tion. Chandler has taught public policy analysis in NCSUõs MPA Program and public budgeting at Duke Universi-

tyõs Sanford School of Public Policy MPP Program. 

Chandler retired from the NC Alcohol Law Enforcement Division after over 30 years of service.  He held the po-

sitions of Special Agent, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, Acting Special Agent in Charge, Training Coordinator, 

Assistant Director, Deputy Director and retired as Director.     

He is married to Anne Lackey Chandler and they reside in Apex, NC.  They have one son Frederick Carlton 

(Chip) Chandler, who is married and has one son, Hayes Carlton Chandler.  Hayes is the thirteenth generation 

Chandler born in America.   

Chandlerõs membership is based on his lineage from Starling Gunn, his fifth great grandfather.  Gunn entered mil-

itary service in 1780, at the age of 16, in Amelia County, Virginia.  Gunn was in the infantry during several battles 

and skirmishes across Virginia and was transferred to the artillery under Captain Price and Col. Lamb at the Battle 

of Yorktown.  Gunnõs tombstone bears the following inscription:  òSacred to the memory of Starling Gunn a sol-

dier in the war of Independence who fired the first cannon at York and was an eyewitness to the surrender of 

Cornwallis.ó   

 

Kenneth (Ken) James Donald Van Valen  

Compatriot Van Valen was born and raised in Bergen County, New Jersey, the òCrossroads of the American Rev-

olution.ó In 1990, Ken earned the prestigious rank of Eagle with 5 Silver Palms. He has been actively registered in 

Scouting for 38 years. In 2010, Ken received a B.A. in History Education, Cum Laude, from Montclair State Uni-

versity, Montclair, NJ.  

Ken is currently works as a Property Manager for Extra Space Storage in the greater Raleigh area. He has over 25 

years of retail experience including working for the United States Post Office and teaching. In his spare time Ken 

is involved in, playing golf, working on his cars, working on various projects and expanding his family ancestry 

research. 

He is married to Diana who is originally from Bergen County, New Jersey. They have been married for 10 years. 

He and his wife spend their days spoiling their fur-babies Cody and Snuggles. They are also in the process of 

adopting a child. Diana works as a LPN at a local senior facility.  

Compatriot Van Valenõs membership in The Sons of the American Revolution is based on his bloodline descent 

from Patriot John Van Valen. During the Revolution John Van Valen served in Duchess County Militia in the 2nd 

New York Regiment under Col. Abraham Brinkerhoff for the years 1779-1780. 
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Kenneth (Ken) Donald Charles Van Valen 

Compatriot Van Valen was raised in Bergen County, New Jersey.  In 1964, he became an Eagle Scout in the Boy 

Scouts of America.  In 1968, Ken received a B.A. from Kean University in Union, New Jersey.  He started teach-

ing in September of 1968 in the Paramus, New Jersey school system.  He taught industrial art classes for 42 years 

and coached both football and winter track there. 

Ken is currently retired from the Paramus school system but still does some substitute teaching. Ken is still in-

volved with Scouting.  He is currently a troop committee chairman and a unit commissioner.  He and his wife, 

Susan, love to spend time with their grand children, Andrew, Benjamin and Alexandra.  Ken and Susan had 5 chil-

dren between them when they were married in 2005.  Ken's children are Kenneth (also an Eagle Scout), Douglas 

(deceased Navy veteran) and Victoria.  Susan's children are Stephanie and Shannon.  Kenny, Vicky and Stephanie 

have degrees in education.  Shannon's degree is in social work. 

Compatriot Van Valen's membership in the Sons of the American Revolution is based on his bloodline descent 

from Patriot John Van Valen. During the Revolution John Van Valen served in Duchess County Militia in the 2nd 

New York Regiment under Col. Abraham Brinkerhoff for the years 1779-1780. 

 

John Michael (Mike) Ranck 

Compatriot Ranck was raised near Hershey, Pennsylvania. He received a bachelorõs degree in Geology from Mich-

igan State University and a masterõs degree in Hydrology at the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology 

in Socorro, N.M.   

Mike is currently employed with the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality where he is the super-

visor of the Groundwater Management Branch. Previously, he worked in environmental consulting for fifteen 

years with AECOM remediating groundwater at contaminated sites across North Carolina and the southeast.  

He is married to his wife of 17 years, Rose Sydlowski Ranck, who is originally from Sylvania, Ohio. They have a 7-

year old daughter, Clara, who is active in gymnastics and figure skating. They spend their remaining free time trav-

eling and attending Carolina Hurricanes games. 

Compatriot Ranckõs membership in The Sons of the American Revolution is based on his bloodline descent from 

Patriot Valentine Ranck. During the Revolution, Pvt. Ranck served in the Pennsylvania militia in the First Compa-

ny of the Fifth Battalion of Lancaster County under Captain Alexander McIlvain. 
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John òDeansó Eatman 

Compatriot Eatman was raised in Halifax County, North Carolina. In 2016 Deans received a B.A. from North 

Carolina State University. In 2013 he began working at the North Carolina General Assembly and has worked in 

state government relations since that time.  

Deans is currently the Director of Legislative Affairs and Advisor to the Secretary of the North Carolina Depart-

ment of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR). A lifelong history enthusiast, Deans started working as a volun-

teer at Historic Halifax State Historic Site three days after his 14th birthday (the minimum volunteer age at the 

time). In his role with DNCR, Deans assists with planning for North Carolinaõs commemoration of the upcoming 

Semiquincentennial of the United States.  

Deans lives in Wendell where he is active in Wendell United Methodist Church and local government. In his spare 

time Deans travels throughout North Carolina and researches state and family history.  

Compatriot Eatmanõs membership in The Sons of the American Revolution is based on his bloodline descent 

from Patriot John Eatman. During the Revolution Eatman served as Overseer of the Road and Juror in Nash 

County. 
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Annual Tara Farm Chapter Picnic 

Our Annual Tara Farm Picnic was held on Saturday, June 

26, in Raleigh. It was kicked off by a call to order by our 

chapter president followed by a delicious catered chicken 

and barbeque lunch. There was a moving presentation on 

the Veteran Smiles Foundation; chapter awards were hand-

ed out, and upcoming events were announced. It was great 

fellowship and fun for all. The event was attended by both 

SAR, DAR, and CAR members. The meeting closed with 

an invocational prayer by our chapter chaplain. This was 

our first in-person meeting since early 2020. We hope eve-

ryone can join us again next year. Thanks to those that 

hosted, organized, and planned the event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vetsmiles.org/about/
https://vetsmiles.org/about/
https://vetsmiles.org/about/
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Annual Tara Farm Chapter Picnic 
Pictures Continued 
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Annual Independence Day  
Celebration July 4 
 
On Sunday, July 4, members of the Raleigh Chapter Color 
Guard participated in the Annual Independence Day Cele-
bration and Naturalization Ceremony at the NC State Cap-
itol. At the ceremony, our Color Guard presented and 
posted the colors; they also laid a wreath at the George 
Washington statue on the capitol grounds. Color Guard 
members present were: Bob Sigmon, Stephen Morris, Van 
Jones, Tom Davis, Tom Floyd, and John Harrod.  
 
Also attending and in support were chapter members Rich-
ard Pena, Jeremy Hodges, Buck Anderson, and Glenn Sap-
pie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


