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Raleigh Chapter 

NEWSLETTER 

Upcoming Event 

 Washington Dinner—North Raleigh Hilton 

 February 11, 2012 

     Join us Saturday. February 11, 2012, for the first   

combined event of lineage societies in NC celebrating  

George Washington’s birthday.  The organizations 

participating include the SAR, DAR, NC Societies of 

Sons of the Revolution (SR), Society of Colonial Wars,  

Colonial Dames and The Order of Founders and Patriots 

more details on pages 7 and 8. 
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The Raleigh Chapter Color Guard  and the “Blue Blazer Brigade” 
lead the Veteran’s Day Parade in downtown Raleigh.    



Raleigh Chapter 

Website: http://www.ncssar.com/

chapters/raleigh/Ralchap1.html 
 

Officers: 
President ..... …….James Arthur Becker 
      919-269-7489 
             jab109@nc.rr.com        
Vice President …..…Daniel L. Hopping  
             919-848-1441 
             hopping@nextretailgroup.com        
Secretary…………..Michael W. Taylor  
             919-767-3761 
             michaeltaylor50@gmail.com 
Treasurer …………......Scott W. Kennedy 
     919-789-4080 
     swkennedy@wcpss.net 
Registrar  .......... ….     John R. Harman 
     919-818-0154 
     Jrharman1@hotmail.com 
Chaplain  ................. ...Paul B. Conway 
     919-787-9458 
Historian… ………………...James Hill 

        919-847-6129                                        
jimh7000@nc.rr.com 

 
Committee Chairmen: 

 
C.A.R. Liaison ............. ..Gary S. Horne 
   919-846-9582 
   garyshorne@bellsouth.net 
Color Guard/Newsletter/Webmaster 
                    …….….Grant M. Peterson 
   919-319-1401 
   gmpeter@mindspring.com  
DAR Liaison ................ Haynes Rhodes 

  919-772-2706 
  de141@aol.com 

Eagle Scout ............ ..Holmes P. Harden 
   919-781-1189 
   hharden@maupintaylor.com 
Membership ............. .. John R. Harman 

jrharman1@hotmail.com 
ROTC/JROTC…...William B.Northcutt 

  919-781-4399         
 

2011-2012 State Officers: 
 
Senior Vice President …..…Glenn Sappie 
Registrar…….. …..………..James Becker 

Upcoming Events (continued) 

2012 Raleigh Chapter meetings and events: 

Jan 21 
Noon 

Informal Luncheons, Natty Greene’s Pub & Brewing Co., 
505 W. Jones St. Raleigh 

Feb 11 
6 PM 

George Washington Birthday Dinner,  North Raleigh Hil-
ton, 3415 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh 

Feb 25 
 

Recognition of 1st African American Member, NC Mu-
seum of History, 5 East Edenton Street, Raleigh 

Mar 10 
Noon 

Informal Luncheons, Natty Greene’s Pub & Brewing Co., 
505 W. Jones St. Raleigh 

Mar 30 — 
April 1 

NCSSAR Annual Convention—Wilmington  

Mar 2-4 
Mar 23-25 

DAR Annual State Meeting — Raleigh 
CAR Annual State Meeting –   Raleigh 
(Raleigh Chapter Color Guard Participating) 

April 21 
Noon 

Informal Luncheons, Natty Greene’s Pub & Brewing Co., 
505 W. Jones St. Raleigh 

May 19 
Noon 

Informal Luncheons, Natty Greene’s Pub & Brewing Co., 
505 W. Jones St. Raleigh 
 

June 9 
Noon 

SAR/DAR/CAR Annual Picnic, Tara Farm, 715 Newton 
Road, Raleigh 

July 28 
Noon 

Informal Luncheons, Natty Greene’s Pub & Brewing Co., 
505 W. Jones St. Raleigh 

If you wish to receive e-mail reminders and updates in advance of Raleigh 

Chapter meetings and events, please send your e-mail address to Compa-

triot John Harman at jrharman1@hotmail.com. 
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The submission deadlines for publication in the Raleigh Chapter newsletter: 
are: January 1, 2012, April 1, 2012, and September 1, 2012. 

 

Send articles and pictures for publication and requests for e-mail distribution to 
Grant Peterson at gmpeter@mindspring.com. 

Newsletter Deadlines 



Message from President James Arthur Becker 
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Compatriots – Warm wishes to you and your families. 

Our chapter has continued to grow.   The idea of making 

the George Washington Birthday celebration a more gala 

event resulted in a project.   The chapter officers examined 

the concept that there are other patriotic organizations who 

are celebrating this event by themselves and it would bene-

fit us all if we could all celebrate together.  We tested this 

concept by talking with the president or leaders of these 

other organizations and discovered that it was something 

they were interested in doing.   Then we assembled a plan 

for such a celebration to take place in Raleigh on Saturday, 

February 11.  This should be the largest attended event the 

Raleigh chapter has ever hosted.   We appreciate your sup-

port and know that your attendance will help us to evaluate 

this type of undertaking.  Your feedback is appreciated. 

The Raleigh Chapter is joining with the North Carolina 

Museum of History in holding a public ceremony formally 

recognizing our first African/American member on Febru-

ary 25, 2012.  General Gorham  from the North Carolina 

National Guard is to be a keynote speaker at this event.  

Our new member Chaz Michael Moore will provide his-

tory pertaining to his Patriot ancestor Toby Gilmore.  Toby 

earned his freedom serving as an Aide to General George 

Washington during the General’s service in Massachusetts.  

Toby Gilmore was personally recognized for his service by 

General George Washington.  The DAR genealogists 

Hollis Gentry and Eric Grundset are coming from Wash-

ington, D.C. to participate in this program.  Eric Grundset 

is the author of “Forgotten Patriots” and was assisted by 

Hollis Gentry in the research for this book.   This DAR 

book is scheduled to be added to their Web site.  The DAR 

genealogists had learned about Toby Gilmore and were 

anxious to participate in this rare event.  Approximately 15 

% of the Revolutionary force was recruited from the slave 

population.  They earned their freedom as we fought 

shoulder to shoulder during the conflict.   There are many 

other minorities who fought for the Revolution and did not 

stay in the Continental United States.  Both the DAR and 

SAR have an obligation to maintain the actual history of 

the Revolution and not allow it to be distorted. 

As the North Carolina Registrar, I have seen many applica-

tions where the correctness of the linage could not be 

proved from public record.  Many of the Indian, Hispanic, 

and African/American patriots are potentially difficult to 

trace.  However, in all instances it is important to attempt 

to trace.  The knowledge of the linage and the family’ par-

ticipation in our history needs to become known and re-

spected.  We have learned to be grateful for the participa-

tion we received and need to acknowledge our lack of ca-

pacity to correctly identify those who participated.  The 

Forgotten Patriot needs to be recognized for his service so  

that we do not forget the Patriots who fought shoulder to shoulder 

with our patriots.  It is not just their loss for not being able to con-

nect, but our loss for not being able to connect with our fellow com-

patriots.  This event allows us to respect a portion of our National 

Heritage that must become more widely known and respected.  Our 

genealogical standards were established to keep the membership 

rolls correctly honored.  Unproven claims need to be respected. 

A copy of our Raleigh Chapter Phone Book in a new format as a 

double-sided one page document is included in this newsletter for 

your use.  If you receive the newsletter electronically, this version  

can be filed in your computer.  This is inexpensive to produce and I 

hope it is successful.  This format will be annually updated.  We will 

have the previous type of phone book produced, if there are suffi-

cient request.  We had only updated them every two years. 

The Chapter has discontinued the Gatton Essay in response to Mary 

Gatton request that we return her $10,000.00.  As a 501 ( C ) ( 3 ) 

organization we operate under the federal tax exemption provided to 

our National organization.   We have agreed to return the $10,000.00 

if it is legal to return it.  We have requested permission from Na-

tional regarding this matter and it has been referred to their legal 

counsel.  Permission to return this money may not be legal.  The 

current position of the chapter has been formally discussed by letter 

with Mary Gatton.  Mary Gatton has communicated that she is 

pleased with our intensions. 

We are very proud of the Color Guard activities our Chapter has 

added during the past years.   Our new Secretary, Michael Taylor has 

suggested that we form a Blue Blazer Brigade to march with our 

Color Guard.  We expanded our Color Guard by this dress and 

marched with them in the Veterans Parade in Raleigh in November. 

With my most humble regards, 

Compatriot James Arthur Becker 
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SAR ceremony honors men with strong Warren County ties 

Wednesday, October 26, 2011  

By Luci Weldon, The Warren Record 

 

Bright autumn foliage provided the backdrop Saturday as the 

Halifax Resolves Chapter, North Carolina Society, Sons of the 

American Revolution (NCSSAR) honored Private Burwell 

Davis, patriot, and Compatriot David R. Koontz during a grave 

marking cemetery at Shady Grove United Methodist Church in 

Inez. 

 

The event took on an atmosphere of a family gathering as local 

residents joined a number of Davis and Koontz descendents for 

the afternoon ceremony. Making the day even more special was 

the close connection between the two families that was formed 

through the marriage of the former Sarah Davis, a direct descen-

dent of Burwell Davis, to David R. Koontz. 

 

As the ceremony began, Ken Wilson, president of the Halifax 

Resolves Chapter NCSSAR, welcomed those attending and ex-

pressed appreciation to the NCSSAR and North Carolina Soci-

ety Daughters of the American Revolution representatives who 

were present. 

 

Dr. Samuel C. Powell, member, National Executive Committee, 

National Society SAR, past president NCSSAR and Burwell 

Davis descendant, urged those present to remember those who 

served in the American Revolution as people who fought for 

their country. 

 

"We honor those who fought and died," he said. "They are also 

veterans. They served the United States." 

 

Powell outlined the life of Burwell Davis, who was born Aug. 

14, 1756 in what was then known as Granville County (now 

Warren County).  

 

At the age of 22, he was drafted to serve in the North Carolina 

Militia under the command of Captain Barton Harris, and was 

assigned to a regiment of the militia commanded by Colonel 

Thomas Eaton and General John Ashe. 

 

Powell encouraged those attending to imagine Davis marching 

from Warrenton on a route that would take him and the rest of 

the regiment to South Carolina and Georgia.  

 

Davis participated in the Battle of Briar Creek before being dis-

charged, but was again drafted in March 1781 before the Battle 

of Guilford Courthouse. He was under the command of Colonel 

Thomas Alston, the Marquis Francis de Malmedy and Colonel 

Charles Eaton. 

 

Davis marched to the area of Guilford Courthouse, but did not 

participate in battle. After marching to Ramsey's Mill and South 

Carolina, he was discharged again. 

 

Davis married Martha "Patsy" Hawkins in Warren County in 

about 1783. They had seven children. 

 

Davis died on Aug. 11, 1846, four days short of his 90th birth-

day. A marker celebrating his life was erected in the church 

cemetery at Shady Grove. 

 

Not far from the marker honoring Davis is the grave of David 

Reynolds Koontz, who was born Oct. 26, 1929 in Lexington. 

 

He served as a past president and chaplain of the Alamance Bat-

tleground Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution and 

was a past historian and genealogist emeritus of the NCSSAR. 

 

Koontz was a member of the Wake County Historical Society 

and a trustee of the Cherry Hill Foundation in Inez. 

 

His genealogical research primarily focused on Warren and 

Davidson county families, and he was instrumental in locating 

and obtaining the early German records of Friedens Lutheran 

Church. Koontz published "Johannes Kuntz Family" in David-

son County, and transcribed and edited "Early Pilgrim German 

Records" for Leonard's Church. 

 

Koontz died Feb. 20, 2008 in Burlington. 

 

Powell described Koontz as the one who invited him to join the 

SAR and helped him with the genealogical research needed to 

complete the application. 

 

"He inspired my love of genealogy," Powell said. "He found 

(family) history back to the American Revolution and before, 

but much more, he was a good friend." 

 

Powell fondly remembered traveling with Koontz a number of 

times on SAR business. 

 

"We miss him very much," Powell said. 

 

He remembered Koontz as a U.S. Army veteran of World War II 

and a Mason for 55 years. 

 

Powell described the placement of the markers at Davis and 

Koontz' graves as a way to honor their lives. 



The Raleigh Chapter Newsletter 

 has won 

“The Carl F. Bessent Award” 

To the editor of the most outstanding multiple sheet chapter newsletter 2009—2010 
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Name:                                         Member No:        Ancestor Information: 

Howard Paul Keefe                 181539               Jesse Jenks (PS– Rhode Island) 

Neal Edward Rowe                 161812               Malachi Fyke - transfer in 

 

Death Notice 

Barnaby W. McAuslan     died      April 26, 2011  Nat # 101905 ,       

Rev. George BS Hale       died       December 23, 2011  Nat #  82506   past chapter Chaplin 

Welcome New Members 

Inspirational Quotes:   

“You have enemies? Good. 

That means you've stood up 

for something, sometime in 

your life.”  

Winston Churchill  

The NSSAR Premium Membership Medal  
The Premium Membership Medal Committee is pleased to announce the production of a 
high quality replica of the original 1890-1894 Tiffany style membership medal struck in 
gilt silver. 
 
This Medal is not being offered as a part of the regular NSSAR Merchandise, rather it is 
being offered and sold by the Premium Membership Medal Committee. If you have 
questions please do not contact the Merchandise Department, contact the Premium 
Membership Medal Chairmen. Contact Information is located on the NSSAR website. 
  
For orders received before January 31, 2012,  a donation of $100 to the CASSAR 
Premium Medal Die Fund, which will be used to create the dies and molds for creating the 
medals. All donations received over and above what is needed to create the dies will be 
donated to The Center for Advancing America's Heritage (CAAH).  Once they have 
received enough donations, they will order the creation of the dies. Once they are created 
and ready to produce the medals, they will obtain a current market price for the medal. At 
that point, those who have made the initial $100 donation will be permitted to order the 
medal at the market price (currently $500 with silver at $35/ounce).  There is also a 
shipping fee of $8.50 to have the medal shipped directly to you when they are struck and 
assembled  

A Note From Our Chaplain: “Communicate to facilitate” camaraderie and 

bond our Chapter’s membership!  As your Chaplain, I solicit your help regard-

ing our members’ well being.   The more we “care and share”, the stronger we 

become and the more enjoyment we derive.  Our secretary keeps our roster 

updated, but I request that you advise me of changes of address and of phone 

numbers, illnesses, deaths, etc.  of any of our members, their spouses and fam-

ily members so that our concern can be expressed.  All too often when there 

are needs, they are not met because I am not aware.   Help me help us to be-

come more vibrant.  Chaplain Paul B. Conway (phone 919-787-9458)  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/winstonchu135210.html


Raleigh Chapter Fall Activities 

 
“Wreaths Across America”  Event at 
the Raleigh National Cemetery, SAR 
members Dan Hopping , Glenn Sappie 
and  Scott Kennedy joined by JROTC 
color guard 

 
SAR exhibit table 
staffed by  Dan 
Hopping and Scott 
Kennedy at the NC 
Museum of History 
exhibit kicking off the 
new “Story of  North 
Carolina” exhibit. 
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WASHINGTON DINNER RESERVATION Form 

Sponsored by the Raleigh Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution 

 

 

Date:       February 11th 2012  
Time:       6:00 PM 
Place:      North Raleigh Hilton 
  3415 Wake Forest Road    
  Raleigh, NC, 27609 
  
 This Hotel is on the site of Isaac Hunter’s Tavern, where in 1788 the NC 
 Constitutional Convention met in the restaurant and mandated the new                
 state capital be built no more than ten miles away.  The capital was 
 named Raleigh. 

 
Speaker:  Scott Miskimon, Author, historian, photojournalist, practicing 

attorney. 

 
Cost:        $45.00 per attendee 
 
All organizations which honor George Washington are invited.  These include the SAR, SR, SCWNC, DAR, Colonial 
Dames, The Order of the Founders and Patriots of NC. 
 

…………………………………………(detach and mail)……………………………………………………. 
 

Deadline for Reservations: February 5th 2010 
 
Organization of attendees __________________________     SAR, SR, NCSCW, DAR, etc. 
 
Member/Guest Name       Amount   
 
_________________________________________   ________ 
 
_________________________________________   ________ 
 
_________________________________________   ________ 
 
_________________________________________   ________ 
 
       Total   ________ 
 
Send to:   Scott Kennedy  

     2809 Anderson Dr.  
     Raleigh, NC 27608  

 
Or, call or e-mail your reservation to Scott at (919) 789-4080, or swkennedy@wcpss.net  
 
Make check payable to ―Raleigh Chapter, NCSSAR  



Program 
 1:00 pm  - Tour of the new “Story of North Carolina” 

exhibit at the North Carolina Museum of History 

 

 5:30 -   Reception at the hotel 

 

 6:30 - Dinner 

 

 7:15  - Remarks by the representatives participating or-

ganizations. Display space will be available in the room 

for the organizations to exhibit information about their 

organization. Nearly everyone attending is a potential 

member for the other organizations.   

  

7:40 - “Truly Savage:  The Revolution Without 

Washington”  

 

 By Scott Miskimon, The presentation includes rare historical evidence shedding new light on how the Revolu-

tion was fought in North Carolina and the military experiences of the men who later became some of the state’s most 

notable lawyers, such as William Richardson Davie and John Stokes. Mr. Miskimon discusses how their wartime activi-

ties during the Revolution shaped their careers as lawyers, the law of North Carolina, and the ratification of the United 

States Constitution. 
Menu 

Dinner will be a Carolina buffet 

Charleston She Crab Soup 

Iceberg Salad with Buttermilk Ranch and Cider Vinaigrette 

Southern Mustard Potato Salad 

Sweet Slaw 

Low Country Boil- Shrimp, Andouille, Corn and Potatoes 

simmered in a tangy tomato broth 

Smoked Brisket with Cajun Fried 

Onion Threads and Spicy Peach BBQ 

Oven “Fried” Chicken 

Savannah Red Rice 

Stewed Hoppin’ Johns with Ham 

Green Bean Casserole 

Fresh Baked Biscuits and Cornbread 

Bourbon Bread Pudding with Caramel 

Pecan Pie 

Strawberry Shortcake 

Coffee, Decaf & Iced Tea 

 

Discounted rooms are available at the hotel for people who would like to stay over.  
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2012 Raleigh Chapter Phone List 




