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Monsignor Dominick Fullam, Pastor

Sue's Home, a faith based transitional housing program Robert Wescovich Jr., Deacon | Jessica Gollott, Administrative Assistant
for women located in Ocean Springs, is currently in need
of female volunteers who can drive current residents to/

Q 177 First Street, Biloxi, MS 39530 stmichaelchurchbiloxi.com
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MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MonFeb23 Lv19:1-2,11-18, Mt25:31-46

TueFeb24 1Is55:10-11, Mt6:7-15

Wed Feb 25 Jon3:1-10,Lk11:29-32
Est C:12,14-16, 23-25, Mt 7:7-12

Ez18:21=28, Mt 5:20-26

Thu Feb 26
FriFeb 27

MASS INTENTIONS

Sat, Feb 21.....cvrceee e s e ¥ JOSEPhine Ridgeway

& +JaniKeller
Sun, Feb 22.....veeeeeeecieeeieeeeveennnnn . FOT the people
Tue, Feb 24......cvveeeeeeent Freddie & +Vera Lusk
Wed, Feb 25 ...vecveiese e s Special Intention
Thu, Feb 26...........ueeo. . LUusk and Baker Families
Fri, Feb 2T ..+ Sharon Girouard

IN OUR PARISH

OCIA FEB 24, 7pm: The topic this week is “God nour-
ishes: The Most Holy Eucharist/The Mass.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION is Mar 7, at
Spm here at St. Michael’s along with Candidates from
Nativity, Our Mother of Sorrows, and Blessed Seelos
Parishes. Please remember these candidates in your
prayers.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: St. Michael's will have a
First Holy Communion group again this year! This op-
portunity is open to all children associated with the
parish. For more information and/or to register your
child, please take a Childhood Sacrament Registration
form from the table in the vestibule and return it to the
parish office by Mar 18. Questions may be directed to
Ashley Rodriguez, 410.693.8825

or rodfamily2015@gmail.com

PRIZE BINGO MAR 22: Doors open at 11am; Bingo starts
at1pm. Food will be available for purchase. All ages are
welcome!
IN OUR DIOCESE
This weekend is the start of the 2026 Catholic Sharing
Appeal with the theme of “This is the Hour for Love.”
Bishop Kihneman invites each of us to help through
our prayerful and financial support of this year’s ap-
peal. Father will read a letter from the bishop during
the homily and invite us to join him in supporting our
parish and our diocese through this annual appeal. It
is our goal to reach 1009 participation for our parish.
Thank you!
NEWWINE PROGRAM: If you—or someone you serve
with—feel called to deepen your formation and grow in
leadership, we encourage you to grab an application in
the back and apply. Applications for the August 2026
Cohortare due Friday, March 6.

JOB OPENING: Catholic Charities of South Mississippi
is seeking a compassionate and dedicated Mental
Health Therapist to join our team. For full job posting
visit https://catholiccharitiesofsouthms.org/
counseling-program

MINISTRIES: God is calling YOU. Can you answer the
call? We are in need of Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, Altar Servers, Greeters! Prayerfully consider
God’s calling to serve your St. Michael Family. Call
228.435.5578 or email stmichaelccbiloxi@gmail.com

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY The SVDP provides a
food pantry each Wednesday from 10—11 am. We value
your time and your donations! Your continued support
helpsto ensure SVAP is able to provide support for those
in need. There is a basket in the vestibule for non perish-
able donations.

CARD MINISTRY Sends out inspirational cards monthly
to homebound parishioners and friends. Stamps are al-
ways needed. Drop off in the church office or contact
Cynthia Powell.

STELLA MARIS EXPLORERS homeschool ministry serv-
ing catholic children grades PK3-12th with a Thursday
morning program in the FLC. If you're interested in drop-
ping in for a club meeting or to get more information,
please visit our website (StellaMarisExplorers.com).
OCIA The Order of Christian Initiation of Adultsisan
invitation for adults to explore their interests, or to en-
hance their knowledge in the Roman Catholic Church.
The O.C.I.A.lays out a process in which men and women
are guided and cared for asthey awaken in faith and are
gradually introduced to the Catholic way of life. Please
remember to keep our Inquirers, Sponsors, and Team in
your prayers as they continue their faith journey of spir-
itual growth and integration into our Parish community.
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is an invita-
tion for adults to explore their interests, or to enhance
their knowledge, in the Roman Catholic Church. The
O.C.I.A.lays out a process in which men and women are
guided and cared for as they awaken in faith and are
gradually introduced to the Catholic way of life. For
more information, contact Deacon Wescovich at 228-
860-1575.

PREVIOUS WEEK’S COLLECTION BASKETS
FOD 1A & 15t enn st sre s e 653,00

UPCOMING 2ND COLLECTIONS

Feb 21 &22.....vcenBlack and Indian Missions

2026 Lent/Easter Season
-Feb 18, Ash Wed—Mass at8 am and 12 noon
-Stations of the Cross— Friday’sat 6 pm:
Feb 20,27, Mar 6,13, 20, 27
-Mar 24, Lenten Penance/Adoration— at 6 pm
-Apr 2, Holy Thu— Mass at 6 pm
-Apr 3, Good Fri—Stations at 12 noon and Liturgy at 3 pm
-Apr 4, Holy Sat—Begin at the fire pit at 7:30 pm followed
by Easter Vigil Mass in the church
-Apr 5, Easter Sunday—Easter Sunday Massat10 am

First Sunday of Lent, Cycle A

First Reading
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
Eve and Adam eat from the tree that was forbid-
den tothem by God.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 51:3-4,5-6,12-13,17
A prayer for mercy.
Second Reading
Romans 5:12-19
Through the obedience of Jesus, many will be
made righteous.

Gospel Reading

Matthenn 4:1-11
Jesus. fasts for 40 days. imn the desert amd, s

temypted, buy, the denil.

Background on the Gospel Reading

In each of the three Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Mat-
thew, and Luke), after Jesus’ baptism by John, Jesus
isreported to have gone to the desert to fast and
pray for 40 days. In each case, while in the desert,
Jesus istempted by the devil.

Matthew and Luke give more detail than Mark does,
but each one tells how the devil tempts Jesus in the
desert. In Matthew, as in Luke, the devil presents
three temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts Jesus
to use his power to appease his hunger; he tempts
Jesusto put God’s promise of protection to the test;
and he offers Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world
if Jesus will worship the devil. In each case, Jesus
resists the temptation, rebuking the devil with
words from Scripture.

The account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert is
filled with allusions and parallels to the Old Testa-
ment, including the story of the people of Israel.
The Israelites spent 40 years wandering in the de-
sert in Exodus, for example, and Jesus spends 40
daysinthe desert. Asthe Israelites were tempted
during the Exodus, so too is Jesus tempted.

Each temptation offers insight into both God and
the human condition. Jesus’ rejection of the tempta-
tions shows that he will not put God to the test.
Grounding himself on the word and authority of
Scripture, Jesus rebukes the devil, confident in
God’s protection and faithfulness.

Aswe start our journey through Lent, our Sunday
readings call us to adopt the same confidence that
Jesus had in the face of temptation: God’s word
alone will suffice; God’s promise of protection can
be trusted; God alone is God.

Sunday Connection | Loyola Press
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Facing Temptation and Finding Hope
The 1st Sunday of Lent Year A reminds us of the power of
temptation and the hope for new beginnings. The readings
show how Adam and Eve fell into sin when they gave in to
temptation. In contrast, Jesus stood firm when the devil tried
to mislead him in the desert.

This Sunday highlights the difference between disobedience
and obedience. Adam’s choice brought sin and death into the
world. But Jesus’ obedience offers forgiveness and life. This
shows that even when we fail, God’s grace gives us another
chance.

The 1st Sunday of Lent Year A encourages us to reflect on our
own struggles with temptation. It reminds us that we are not
alone in this fight. With faith and God’s help, we can resist evil
and choose what is right.
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https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/

