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IN OUR PARISH

OCIA: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
will begin meetings Sep 22. Regdistration forms and
class schedules can be picked up in the vestibule.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 16992
DRAWING: Congratulations to Norm Rollins!
#iGiveCatholic, December 1, 2026, More info to
come.

IN OURDIOCESE

CCD &LIFE TEEN Sun, Sep 13 at 6:40pm at the Sacred
Heart Center. Contact Mrs. Kristy Arguelles (228) 324-
9934 or Mrs. Lauren Ellis at (228) 324-0447. LifeTeen is
for youth in grades 6-12. We provide ways for our
youth to minister as we lead teens closer to Christ.
BISHOP’S GALA Oct 17 This special evening directly
supports the ministries of Catholic Charities and
provides an opportunity for our Catholic community
to come together for an evening of celebration and
fellowship. Tickets are $100 per person. To purchase
atickettothe event or one of the split the pot raffle
tickets, please
visithttps://5thannualgala.givesmart.com/

RELIC COLLECTION THE DIOCESE OF BILOXI has
been given over 1,700 relics of saints, one of the largest
collections in the country. At present, over 450 relics
are on display in the Marian Chapel. Another 250 will
be switched out and displayed on Sun, Nov 1 for All
Saints Day. Refer to NativityBVMCathedral.org for
updated viewing hours.

DIOCESAN ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MASS at Nativity,
Sep 20 at 11 am; Vincentians who care for the poor in
our Diocesan Parishes will come together to celebrate
with Biship Kihneman.
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MINISTRIES: God is calling YOU. Can you answer the
call? We are in need of Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, Altar Servers, Greeters! Prayerfully consider
God’s calling to serve your St. Michael Family. Call
228.435.5578 or email stmichaelccbiloxi@gmail.com

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY The SVDP would like
tothank everyone for their generous supportin the
August Food drive and those that bought raffle tickets
from the KoC for the fishing poles!

CARD MINISTRY Sends out inspirational cards
monthly to homebound parishioners and friends.
Stamps are always needed. Drop off in the church
office or contact Cynthia Powell.

STELLA MARIS EXPLORERS homeschool ministry
serving catholic children grades PK3-12th with a
Thursday morning program in the FLC. If you're
interested in dropping in for a club meeting or to get
more information, please visit our website
(StellaMarisExplorers.com).

OCIA The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is an
invitation for adults to explore their interests, or to
enhance their knowledge in the Roman Catholic
Church. For more information, contact Deacon
Wescovich at 228-860-1575.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS The Knights of Columbus is
an international Order of Catholic men who are called
to lead with faith, protect our families, serve others and
defend values in a busy changing world. Our local
council Father Herbert Mullin #16992 held a
membership drive, and we might have missed you.
Whether you become an individual member or a
member of our council you will find the Knights of
Columbus membership brings Catholic men together
in a powerful way. If you would like to join today,
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Catholic University

simply go to kofc.org/joinus, complete the information
about you and enter 16992 in the box asking you about
the local council number or contact Jimmy Smith
(Grand Knight) at 228- 366-3000 for information.

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A
September 13, 2026
First Reading
Sirach 27:30—28:9
Those who seek God's mercy must be merciful toward
others.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 103:1-4,9-12
A song of praise to God who is kind and merciful.
Second Reading
Romans14:7-9
We belong to the Lord.
Gospel Reading
Matthern 18:21-35
fan. forginem ub.
Background on the Gospel Reading
Today's Gospel reading directly follows last week's
Gospel in which Jesus taught the disciples how to
handle disputes and conflict within the Christian
community. In today's reading Peter asks Jesus how
many times one ought to extend forgiveness to another.
Peter proposes a reasonable number of times, perhaps
seven. Jesusreplies by extending Peter's proposal by an
enormous amount; not just seven times should one
forgive, but 77 times. The parable of the unforgiving
servantis Jesus' elaboration of his initial reply to Peter.
Through the parable we come to understand the depths
of God's mercy toward us and the results of our
acceptance of God's forgiveness.
The king in the parable decides to settle accounts with
his servants. We are told that one servant in particular
owesthe king an enormous sum of money. Despite the
promise of the servant, it isunlikely that he would ever
be able to repay the debtthat he owes. The king is
moved by the humility of the pleading servant and
mercifully forgives the debt. Rather than displaying
gratitude for this forgiveness, the servant confronts a
fellow servant who owes him a small debt—a pittance
when compared with the amount that was owed to the
king. The unmerciful servant refuses the pleas of his
fellow servant and sends the servant to prison.
A few other servants tell the merciful king about the
actions of the unforgiving servant. The king punishes
the servant because he refused to show the kind of
mercy he had himself received from the king. Jesus
concludes by indicating thatthis is how it will be with
God and those who refuse to forgive one another.
There is a temptation to quantify forgiveness as Peter
tried to do, but Jesus' point is that forgiveness is not
about quantity—the number of times we extend
forgiveness to another. In the parable the king's
forgivenessislike God's forgiveness, and it transforms
us, helping us to be as forgiving as God. The lesson is
clear: If we hoard God's mercy while showing no mercy
to others, we risk forfeiting the effects of God's mercy in
our lives.Loyola Press | Sunday Connection

FORGIVENESS IS A WAY OF LIFE

The readings for the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year
A show that forgiveness is more than a single act. Itisa
way of life. People are called to forgive not just once, but
again and again. Jesus tells Peter to forgive “seventy
times seven times,” meaning there should be no limit to
mercy.

Many people struggle with the idea of forgiving
someone over and over. They may think it isunfair or
that it lets the other person win. But forgiveness is not
about letting someone get away with harm. It is about
refusing to let anger and bitterness take control.

Sirach reminds people that they must forgive if they
wantto receive forgiveness from God. The Gospel
parable warns about the danger of refusing to forgive.
When people hold onto grudges, they harm themselves
more than anyone else. Mercy is not just for the benefit
of others; it is also for the one who forgives.

The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A invites
people to think about how they forgive. Do they forgive
as God forgives, or do they hold onto past wrongs?
Choosing mercy does not mean being weak. It means
living in a way that reflects God’s love, every single day.

Forgivenessis not always easy, but it is necessary for
those who follow God. The 24th Sunday in Ordinary
Time Year A teaches that mercy is not just a suggestion—
itisa command. When people forgive, they reflect
God’slove and open their hearts to His peace. The
challenge is to choose forgiveness, even when it is
difficult. With God’s help, they can let go of anger and
live with mercy.

-Young Catholic
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