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IN OUR PARISH

OCIA : Congratulations and Welcome Home!
Kimberly Dawn Brooks, Jessica Gile, Katherine Rae
Kuluz, Jack Pettit, Tyler Northcutt, Glenn Reed,
Megan Toche, and Colby Waller!

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Please keep our
children preparing for their First Reconciliation
(3/24) and First Holy Communion (4/18) in your
prayers. If your child is making their First Holy
Communion with their school or CCD class and you
would like them to be recognized with the St. Michael
First Communion group, please submit the child's
name to the parish office.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, JUN 15 - 19. More
information to come.

2026 BLESSING OF THE FLEET/SHRIMP QUEEN
FESTIVAL, MAY 31: Information and applications
are online and in the vestibule.

IN OUR DIOCESE

NEW WINE STILL ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
The New Wine Program is now accepting
applications for the August 2026 Cohort, offering a
formation experience designed for those serving in
ministry across our parishes and schools. This
program equips participants with practical ministry
leadership skills rooted in the mission of the Diocese
of Biloxi. Through prayer, study, and real-world
application, participants are formed as confident
leaders who know the faith, live it authentically, and
can accompany others with clarity and purpose. If
you—or someone you serve with —feel called to
deepen your formation and grow in leadership, we
encourage you to apply. Applications for the August
2026 Cohort are due Friday, May 29, 2026. Additional
information and application materials can be found
at biloxidiocese.org/new-wine.

“New wine must be poured into fresh wineskins.”

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Mon Apr 20
Tue Apr 21

Acts 6-8,Ps119:23-24, 26-27,Jn 6: 22-29
Acts 7:51-8:1a, Ps 31:3cd-4, Jn 6:30-35

Wed Apr 22 Acts8:1b-8,Ps66:1-3a, Jn 6:35-40
Acts 8:26-40, Ps 66:8-9, Ln 6:44-51

Acts 9:1-20,Ps 117:1bc, 2, Jn 6:52-59

Thu Apr 23
Fri Apr 24

—Mark 2:22
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MINISTRIES: God is calling YOU. Can you answer
the call? We are in need of Ushers, Eucharistic
Ministers, Lectors, Altar Servers, Greeters!
Prayerfully consider God’s calling to serve your St.
Michael Family. Call 228.435.5578 or email
stmichaelccbiloxi@gmail.com

ST.VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY The SVDP
provides a food pantry each Wednesday from 10—
11 am. We value your time and your donations!
Your continued support helps to ensure SVAP is
able to provide support for those in need. There is a
basket in the vestibule for non perishable
donations.

CARD MINISTRY Sends out inspirational cards
monthly to homebound parishioners and friends.
Stamps are always needed. Drop off in the church
office or contact Cynthia Powell.

STELLA MARIS EXPLORERS homeschool
ministry serving catholic children grades PK3-12th
with a Thursday morning program in the FLC. If
you're interested in dropping in for a club meeting
or to get more information, please visit our website
(StellaMarisExplorers.com).

OCIA The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is
an invitation for adults to explore their interests, or
to enhance their knowledge in the Roman Catholic
Church. The O.C.I.A. lays out a process in which
men and women are guided and cared for as they
awaken in faith and are gradually introduced to the
Catholic way of life. Please remember to keep our
Inquirers, Sponsors, and Team in your prayers as
they continue their faith journey of spiritual
growth and integration into our Parish community.
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adultsis an
invitation for adults to explore their interests, or to
enhance their knowledge, in the Roman Catholic
Church. The O.C.I.A. lays out a process in which
men and women are guided and cared for as they
awaken in faith and are gradually introduced to the
Catholic way of life. For more information, contact
Deacon Wescovich at 228-860-1575.

Second Sunday of Easter, Cycle A
Divine Mercy Sunday

First Reading

Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47

The first community of Christians grows as its members
meet to pray and break bread.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:2-4,13-15,22-24

God’slove is everlasting.

Second Reading
1Peter1:3-9
We have new hope because of Jesus’ Resurrection.
Gospel Reading
Jehm 20:19-31

Themas belieres. becanse be bees Jess.
Background on the Gospel Reading

The Gospels tell us that Jesus appeared to the disciples on
several occasions after they discovered that his tomb was
empty. Part of the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection is that he
appeared to his disciples not as a spirit but in bodily form.
The bodily form was not one that the disciples recognized
though. In John’s Gospel, Mary of Magdala does not
recognize that the figure standing before her is Jesus until
he speakstoher. In Luke’s Gospel the disciples who meet
Jesus on the road to Emmaus do not recognize him until he
breaks bread with them. The resurrected Jesushad a
physical presence, but the disciples couldn’t recognize
Jesusunless he allowed them to. His resurrected body,
nonetheless, showed the marks of his crucifixion.

From readings such as today’s Gospel, we also see that in his
resurrected body, Jesus seems to be free of physical
constraints. He appearsto the disciples despite the fact that
the doors were locked.

Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift
of the Holy Spirit. In doing so, Jesus commissions his
disciplesto continue the work that he has begun: “Asthe
Father has sent me, soIsend you.” During the meeting, Jesus
also shows the integral connection between forgiveness of
sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The story of Thomas illustrates our Christian experience
today: We are called to believe without seeing. In fact, all
Christians after the first witnesses have been called to
believe without seeing. Thomas’s doubt is hardly surprising;
the news of Jesus’ appearance was incredible to the
disciples who had seen him crucified and buried. Thomas’s
human nature compelled him to want hard evidence that
the Jesus who appeared to the disciples after his death was
indeed the same Jesus who had been crucified. Thomas is
given the opportunity to act on that desire. He is our witness
that Jesusis really risen.

Our faith isbased on the witness of the Church that has
preceded us, beginning with Thomas and the first disciples.
Through Baptism we receive the same Holy Spirit that Jesus
brought to the first disciples. We are among those who are
“blessed” because we believe without having seen.

Loyola Press

Peace and Forgiveness

In the gospel for Divine Mercy Sunday Year A, the
disciples are hiding in fear after Jesus’
crucifixion. They are scared and uncertain about
their future. When Jesus appears to them, His first
words are “Peace be with you.” This is more than a
greeting. It is a message of comfort and
reassurance. Jesus offers them peace to calm
their fears and remind them that He is with them.
Jesus then shows them His wounds. These
wounds are proof of His suffering, but they are
also a sign of forgiveness. Despite being
abandoned by His closest friends during His
crucifixion, Jesus does not hold their fear or
doubt against them. He forgives them and gives
them peace. This shows that His mercy is greater
than their failures.

Divine Mercy Sunday Year Areminds us that
Jesus offers us the same peace and forgiveness.
No matter what mistakes we have made, Jesusis
ready to forgive us. He invites us to come to Him
with our fears, doubts, and sins. We don’t need to
be perfect toreceive His mercy.

We are also called to share this peace and
forgiveness with others. Just as Jesus forgave His
disciples, we are asked to forgive those who have
hurtus. By doing this, we bring His peace into our
relationships and our world. Divine Mercy
Sunday Year A challenges us to be instruments of
peace and mercy.
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