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IN OUR PARISH

OCIA : Congratulations and Welcome Home!
Kimberly Dawn Brooks, Jessica Gile, Katherine Rae
Kuluz, Jack Pettit, Tyler Northcutt, Glenn Reed,
Megan Toche, and Colby Waller!

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Please keep our
children preparing for their First Reconciliation
(3/24) and First Holy Communion (4/18) in your
prayers. If your child is making their First Holy
Communion with their school or CCD class and you
would like them to be recognized with the St. Michael
First Communion group, please submit the child's
name to the parish office.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, JUN 15 - 19. More
information to come.

IN OUR DIOCESE

NEW WINE STILL ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
The New Wine Program is now accepting
applications for the August 2026 Cohort, offering a
formation experience designed for those serving in
ministry across our parishes and schools. This
program equips participants with practical ministry
leadership skills rooted in the mission of the Diocese
of Biloxi. Through prayer, study, and real-world
application, participants are formed as confident
leaders who know the faith, live it authentically, and
can accompany others with clarity and purpose. If
you—or someone you serve with —feel called to
deepen your formation and grow in leadership, we
encourage you to apply. Applications for the August
2026 Cohort are due Friday, May 29, 2026. Additional
information and application materials can be found
at biloxidiocese.org/new-wine.

“New wine must be poured into fresh wineskins.”

—Mark 2:22

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK

MonApr6  Acts2:14,22-33, Mt 28:8-15
Tue Apr 7 Acts 2:36-41, Jn 20:11-18
Wed Apr8 Acts3:1-10, Lk 24:13-35
ThuApr9  Acts3:11-26, Lk 24:35-48
Fri Apr10 Acts4:1-12,In21:1-14

MINISTRIES: God is calling YOU. Can you answer the
call? We are in need of Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers,
Lectors, Altar Servers, Greeters! Prayerfully consider
God’s calling to serve your St. Michael Family. Call
228.435.5578 or email stmichaelccbiloxi@gmail.com
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY The SVDP provides a
food pantry each Wednesday from 10—11 am. We value
your time and your donations! Your continued support
helpstoensure SVAP is able to provide support for those
in need. There is a basket in the vestibule for non
perishable donations.

CARD MINISTRY Sends out inspirational cards monthly

to homebound parishioners and friends. Stamps are
always needed. Drop off in the church office or contact
Cynthia Powell.

STELLA MARIS EXPLORERS homeschool ministry
serving catholic children grades PK3-12th with a
Thursday morning program inthe FLC. If you're
interested in dropping in for a club meeting or to get
more information, please visit our website
(StellaMarisExplorers.com).

OCIA The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults isan
invitation for adults to explore their interests, or to
enhance their knowledge in the Roman Catholic
Church. The O.C.I.A. lays out a process in which men
and women are guided and cared for as they awaken in
faith and are gradually introduced to the Catholic way

of life. Please remember to keep our Inquirers, Sponsors,

and Team in your prayers as they continue their faith
journey of spiritual growth and integration into our
Parish community. The Order of Christian Initiation of
Adultsis an invitation for adults to explore their
interests, or to enhance their knowledge, in the Roman
Catholic Church. The O.C.I.A.lays out a process in
which men and women are guided and cared for as they
awaken in faith and are gradually introduced to the
Catholic way of life. For more information, contact
Deacon Wescovich at 228-860-1575.
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2026 Lent/Easter Season
-Stations of the Cross— Friday’s at 6 pm:
Feb 20,27, Mar 6,13, 20,27
-Mar 24, Lenten Penance/Adoration— at 6 pm
-Apr 2, Holy Thu— Mass at6 pm
-Apr 3, Good Fri—Stations at 12 noon and Liturgy at 3 pm
-Apr 4, Holy Sat—Begin at the fire pit at 7:30 pm followed
by Easter Vigil Mass in the church
-Apr 5, Easter Sunday—Easter Sunday Massat10 am
followed by Children’s Egg Hunt.

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord

First Reading

Acts ofthe Apostles 10:34a,37-43

Peter preaches about Jesus'life, death, and resurrection.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 118:1-2,16-17,22-23

Rejoice in this day of the Lord.

Second Reading

Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8

Colossians: Having been raised by Christ, be concerned

with what is above.

1 Corinthians: Let us celebrate this feast with new yeast.

Gospel Reading

Jehm 20:1-9

Moy of Magdala fimds that the steme Aas beem hemened grom
Jeaus’ tomb.

Background on the Gospel Reading

Today we begin the Easter Season, our 50-day meditation on
the mystery of Christ's Resurrection. Our Gospel today tells
us about the disciples' discovery of the empty tomb. It con-
cludes by telling us that they did not yet understand that
Jesus had risen from the dead. Thus, the details provided
are not necessarily meant to offer proof of the Resurrection.
The details invite us to reflect upon a most amazing gift, that
is faith in Jesus and his Resurrection.

Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' empty tomb was
firstdiscovered by women. This is notable because in first-
century Jewish society women could not serve as legal wit-
nesses. In the case of John's Gospel, the only woman attend-
ing the tomb is Mary of Magdala. Unlike the Synoptic ac-
counts, John's Gospel does not describe an appearance of
angels at the tomb. Instead, Mary is simply said to have ob-
served that the stone that had sealed the tomb had been
moved, and she runs to alert Simon Peter and the beloved
disciple. Her statement to them is telling. She assumes that
Jesus'body has been removed, perhaps stolen. She does not
consider that Jesus has been raised from the dead.

Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to the tomb, pre-
sumably to verify Mary's report. The beloved disciple ar-
rives first but does not enter the tomb until after Simon Pe-
ter. This detail paints a vivid picture, as does the detail pro-
vided about the burial cloths. Some scholars believe that the
presence of the burial cloths in the tomb offers evidence to
the listener that Jesus' body had not been stolen (it is under-
stood that grave robbers would have taken the burial cloths
together with the body).

The Gospel passage concludes, however, that even having
seen the empty tomb and the burial cloths, the disciples do
not yetunderstand about the Resurrection. In the passage
that follows, Mary of Magdala meets Jesus but mistakes him
for the gardener. In the weeks ahead, the Gospel readings
from our liturgy will show us how the disciples came to be-
lieve in Jesus' Resurrection through his appearancesto
them. Our Easter faith is based on their witness to both the
empty tomb and their continuing relationship with Jesus—
in hisappearances and in his gift of the Holy Spirit.

Loyola Press | Sunday Connection

THE HOPE AND JOY OF EASTER SUNDAY
Easter Sunday is the most important celebration
inthe Christian calendar. It marks Jesus’ victory
over sin and death through His Resurrection. This
eventisthe cornerstone of the faith, offering be-
lievers hope for eternal life. The Easter readings
reflect God’s goodness and saving work through-
out history, showing His power to bring freedom
and new life to His people.

Key themes of Easter include renewal and re-
demption. Jesus’ sacrifice and Resurrection bring
forgiveness of sins and inviteustolivein are-
newed relationship with God. St. Paul emphasizes
dying to sin and being raised to new life through
baptism. This remindsusto focus on heavenly
things and trustin God’s promises.

Easteris also atime of joy and unity. The Resur-
rection calls Christians to come together in cele-
bration, sharing the Good News with others. It in-
vites usto reflect on how faith in Jesus transforms
our lives and strengthens our connection with
God and one another.

Aswerejoice in the Resurrection, Easter Sunday
encourages us to embrace new beginnings. It re-
mindsustoturn away from sin and live with
hope, joy, and trust in God’s saving grace.
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