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Just Between Friends

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
I hope you all enjoyed our Spring Social and Game Day as much as | did. Thank you to Jean Cully and her
amazing team for all their hard work making the event such a success. Also, thank you to all who participated in
this wonderful event benefiting Carole’s House of Hope. Hopefully, this crazy Nebraska weather will calm down
in time for our Garden Party Fashion Show in April. See ya’all there!

-LouAnn

2025—2026 CHARITY: CAROLE’S HOUSE OF HOPE - $8,323.63 has been raised through February
THANK YOU MWC members and guests for your generosity at the Game Day Social! Cha-Naise Biddle joined us
to play Swoop, she won a raffle prize and was especially moved by Jean Cully’s comparisons of flying a kite and
supporting young women through Carole’s House of Hope.

Below is another testimonial from a resident.

I am a 28 year old college student currently working toward my associates degree in Computer Science. | am
also the proud parent of a 3 year old daughter, who is my greatest motivation to continue building a stable and
healthy future. Over the past year, | have made significant and lasting changes in my life. | am now over one
year sober and actively committed to my recovery. During my time living as CHH, | have focused on personal
accountability consistency and rebuilding my independence. | am also working diligently to repay outstanding
debt and improve my financial stability. My next step is to move out of state to an Oxford House, where | can
continue my recovery in a structural, supportive environment while pursuing my education and long-term
career goals in technology. This transition represents an important milestone in my growth and commitment to
maintaining sobriety, self-sufficiency and responsible parenting.

EARLY MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL CAMPAIGN

Ladies, at our fun Spring Fashion Show, April 14th, there will be a table set up for you to pay your
membership dues. The Club has started our membership campaign and you have until May 31st to renew
your membership for the 2026-2027 year. Membership dues will be $35.00. We will also have a table set up
at our May luncheon as well. If you are unable to attend the luncheons you may mail a check, payable to
Metro Women'’s Club (MW(C) to me. If you know you will not be rejoining, | would appreciate your text or
email informing me of your intentions. Ladies, please don’t procrastinate, time can get away from us and |
can’t accept any late dues payments. Get it on your ta-done list. Marcelene Lewis—Membership / Renewals

DINE AND DONATE

Happy springtime Ladies! Just a reminder that we are going to Dine and Donate at Porky Butts BBQ next
Tuesday, March 24th, anytime from 4-8pm, dine in or carry out. They are located just north of 156th and
Maple. Not only do they serve up terrific BBQ, but they will generously support our efforts for Carol's House of
Hope. Be sure to say thanks for their generosity when you order. See you all there!

DIRECTORY

It's that time of the year again ladies that we are updating MWC Directory, please double check your
information, if it is not correct please fill out the change of address, etc on our website: www.
metrowomensclub.org/change-of-address. Any questions, please contact Denise Shroyer.



https://www.metrowomensclub.org/change-of-address
https://www.metrowomensclub.org/change-of-address

CLUB BUSINESS

2026 - 2027 OFFICERS

At the March board meeting the officers below were approved. At the April Fashion Show and Luncheon each member will have the
opportunity to vote on the installment of these officers for the 2026 - 2027 year. If you will not be attending the April Luncheon and wish to
vote for the slate of Officers, contact any member of the Nominating Committee: Dorris Heaston, Deborah Merritt-Jones or Jean Welsh

Executive Board Name

President Judy Mumm

1st Vice President (Luncheons) Patirica Thompson
1st Vice President (Luncheons) Julie Dunn

1st Vice President (Luncheons) Cella Best

2nd Vice President (Programs) Vicki Kirchner

2nd Vice President (Programs) Janice Japp (1 year term initially)
Recording Secretary Linda Cisar
Correponding Secretery Sue Mehl
Treasurer Connie Gibb
Assistant Treasurer Pat Bond

Advisor LouAnn Norton
Advisor Rosemary Bliss

PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2026 - 2027 BUDGET

Income Dues $35 x 200 members $7,000
Expenses $7,000
Newsletters $550
Directories S475
Brochures S0
Website Charge Annual Fee $375
First Vice President(s) $100
Second Vice Presidents Speakers/Luncheons $750
Recording Secretary S75
Treasurer $100
Corresponding Secretary Cards and Memorial $300

Committees
Dine & Donate $70
New Membership $20
Hospitality/Raffle S60
Welcome Coffee $25
Installation $60
Past President's Flowers S60
President's Gift $200
Merit Awards $200
Birthday Bash $100
Christmas Party $550
Spring Social $S600
Silent Auction $S600
Fashion Show $600
Service Awards $100
Greeters $100
Venue Funding $360
Weather Cancellation Fund $570

By-Laws to Follow:
1. Keep minimum balance in the General Fund that is 1.5 times the average cost of a regular luncheon for contingency purposes
2. Obtain approval from Executive Board prior to payment of any non-budgeted expenditure over $10

Submitted by Rosemary Bliss & LouAnn Norton, Co-Presidents, Connie Gibb Treasurer and Pat Bond Assistant Treasurer, Denise Shroyer, Member at Large

If you will not be attending the April Luncheon and wish to vote for the budget contact Pat Bond or Connie Gibb.



CARDS
If any of our members need a card of Cheer, Get Well, Congratulations or Sympathy sent, please contact Linda Nelson. She will send a card
out to them. Staying connected is extremely important to us.

MERIT AWARD

Once a year we recognize a fellow member of our club for their dedication and leadership with the Merit Award. We appreciate the special
things that each and every one of you bring to our club and now ask your help in recognizing members who you feel are deserving of this
year’s Merit Award. Please give this some thought and submit in writing the name of the member and a brief description of their
accomplishments to Cella Best, Julie Dunn or Patricia Thompson. The deadline for submission is April 30th. A list of past recipients is
available in the membership directory.

SPRING SOCIAL AND GAME DAY

Our theme for Spring Social and Game Day was “Come Fly with Us.” 143 members and guests flew together in friendship and charity to
make it a spectacular day. The committee would like to thank everyone who helped make Metro Women'’s Club Spring Social and Game Day
a huge success. A great SHOUT OUT to Arbor Hall’s Molly and Rachel for their yummy food, organizational help, and a beautiful event center
to enjoy the day. They go above and beyond to make our event successful.

Thank you to all women who came to Fly with Us. Your participation with friends and your donations exemplified what Sherry Thomas said,
“Friendship is what gives life its wings.” Your contributions have provided optimism and courage for young adults and children who are
helped by Carole’s House of Hope.

39 MWC members, plus 30 businesses donated over 140 raffle items including 3 bid choices were provided for the event. $4,695 was made
from your raffle ticket purchases, bid items and monetary donations. Member Carole Thompson was the lucky winner of the picnic basket
donated by Connie Gibb that contained the money which stretched across the front of the room as she unrolled the one hundred $1 bills.
Rosemary Bliss has a new golf club, the beautiful hand painted chair by Geri Backora was purchased by Cyndi Stastny and the Cooker was
given to Marta a staff person at Arbor Hall.

Thank you to everyone for participating throughout the years by donating money and prizes, buying raffle tickets, and of course coming to
eat, socialize and play games; but especially “thanks to you” for all you do in our club. You made Spring Social and Game Day a wonderful
day of food, fellowship, and fun.

We had a fantastic committee who made things enjoyable. They worked well together to help with planning, they came up with great ideas
to decorate, gather prizes, paint stemware, plus they setup and decorated for the event. Jean Cully says Thank You to the committee
members, true friends of generosity in our club: Co-chairs: Mary Ellen Anderson, Geri Backora, Rosemary Bliss, Karlene Currier, Barb Fazzini,
Connie Gibb, Doris Helfrich, Judy Mumm, Judy Petersen, Kay Porter, Kay Prater, and Tricia Weathers. Set your sights on your next Spring
Social and Game Day on March 9, 2027.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FASHION SHOW AND GARDEN TEA PARTY 2nd Tuesday - April 14th

11:30 am - Social

11:45 am - President remarks, votes taken for budget and new officers
12:00 pm - Buffet Served

Fashion Show to follow

At: Tiburon Golf Course 10302 S 168th St, Omaha

Buffet: Spring Green Salad, Stuffed Roast Beef, Chicken Portofino, Whipped Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetables and surprise goodies. Cash bar
is available.

Cost: $34.00 per person which includes lunch, taxes and service fee- Cash or Check only. Please have your form of payment ready prior to
heading to the cashiers, this makes for a faster check in and gives you more time to socialize before lunch is served.

Members: If you do not receive a call by April 4th and wish to attend, please call Patricia, Julie, or Cella. Final guest count is needed by the
event center by 10:00 am the morning of April 6th. Must RSVP if you don’t want to be turned away at the door.

Cancellations: Any cancellations must be made by 8:00 pm on April 8th or you will be expected to pay for your luncheon. NO EXCEPTIONS
Callers: Please have your attendees choices to Cella, Julie or Patricia by 8:00 pm on April 5th.

Program: Fashion Show with MWC members wearing fashions from Scheels, J. Jill and Evereve



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BOARD MEETING 3rd Tuesday April 21st 10:00 am
At: Millard Branch Omaha Public Library, 13214 Westwood Lane, Omaha

BIRTHDAY BASH— 3rd Tuesday, April 21st 11:30 am
At: PF Changs 10150 California St, Omaha 402-390-6021
ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME EACH MONTH NO MATTER WHEN YOUR BIRTHDAY IS!

GAD-A-BOUTS — Last Tuesday, April 28th 11:15 am.

On Tuesday, April 28th Gad-a-bouts will visit the Culinary Arts Program at Metro Community College. We will begin with a tour at 9:45 am at the
Fort Omaha Campus, 5300 N.30th Street 68111. Lunch, prepared by students of the program, will follow at 11 am at the Sage Student Bistro.
We will not know the menu ahead of time and prices range between $13-520. GROUP SIZE IS LIMITED TO 25. Please be considerate if you have to
cancel or change your mind. Carpoolers meet at Family Fare, 144th & Center by 9 am. Information-Dorris Heaston.

FACEBOOK
Remember to take pictures of your events and submit them to Margi Vice, Sue Pieper or Jean Welsh for our private Facebook page. We would
like pictures from ALL activities of Metro Women’s Club no matter how small .

CAN TABS FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE
Ladies, Pop can tabs are slowing down but summer is just getting started please continue to save your tabs, anything aluminum, for the Ronald
McDonald House. Margi Vice is collecting them.

NAME TAGS

Your Greeters oversee name tags and would like to remind all officers and committee chairmen that at the April luncheon or April board meeting
they need to turn in their plastic name tags so that they can be recycled for new officers and committee chairmen for installation at the May
luncheon. If you are keeping your position or changing to a new office and wish to keep your badge, you can do so and can be handed the insert
for next year. Thank you for your cooperation in this changeover to new positions.

LET’S GO PLACES TRAVEL CLUB

Are you looking to meet other travel minded people? Maybe looking to find companions/roommates to travel with? Let’s Go Places Travel Club
will be meeting periodically for just these reasons. Are you interested in beautiful Aruba, staying at an all inclusive resort Spring 2027? Please
join us on April 13th at 1 pm for a meeting to discuss Aruba and ideas for upcoming trips! Location: Home of LouAnn Norton.

COOKIES?

In the next few weeks when you open the Metro Women’s Club website you will be advised that the website uses cookies. Please tap or click on
“ACCEPT” to access the website.

What are cookies? An internet cookie is a small piece of data that a website stores on a user’s browser. A cookie consists of a small text file with
a unique ID which is an anonymous randomly generated number. There are two copies of it, one is stored on your device and one is stored on the
website.

What are internet cookies used for?
Cookies are an important component that helps websites to function effectively. Cookies enable you to use basic features on the website and
allow sites to personalize user experience, track how users browse the site and collect insights for improving the site, products and services.

Most often, websites use cookies to: THIS WEBSITE USES COOKIES.
e Track how users interact with a website We use cookies to analyze website traffic
* Keep youlogged in on the site and optimize your website experience. By
Remember items in your shopping cart or wishlist accepting our use of cookies, your data

Keep your payment information secure will be aggregated with all other user data.
Personalize the content you see

Save your preferred site settings and themes
Show users relevant, personalized ads

We are trying to understand who uses our website, what pages they frequent and the city where they are located. We are not collecting any
personl data on anyone that uses the website.

The website will not force a cookie acceptance prompt for visitors every time the site is accessed. Instead, a consent pop-up appears on a
visitor's first visit to comply with privacy regulations. Once a visitor accepts, their choice is saved, so they are not asked repeatedly. Although, it
is possible that if you access the website on different devices that the first time you use each device you will be asked to accept the use of
cookies.
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1st VICE PRESIDENT QUESTIONNAIRE

The 2026-2027 1% Vice Presidents (Cella Best, Julie Dunn and Patricia Thompson) would like your input so that they can select
luncheon venues that YOU would like for the upcoming year.

Please let them know which of the following venues were your favorite(s) for 2025-2026.

_____Arbor Hall (June)

______Champions (July)

______Tiburon (August)

______Millard Social Hall (September)

______ Field Club (November)

_______The Players Club / Deer Creek (December)
_____ Scotts Conference Center (January)
______Villa Alleta (February)

______The Players Club / Deer Creek (May)

If you have recommendations for a venue for the upcoming year, share those as well. Please note that the cost of the venue rental
will be taken into consideration as to whether it will be picked or not. The cost of the members’ meals are determined by

1) the cost of the meal, 2) the venue rental cost, 3) tax and 4) gratuity.

Arbor Hall (October) — location determined by fund raising committee
Arbor Hall (March) — location determined by game day committee

Tiburon (April) — location determined by style show committee

To let the ladies know what you think you can send an email, text or call Julie Dunn. To make it even easier, this form is located
on our website and can be submitted at https://metrowomensclub.org/luncheon-venue-survey.

Thank you,
2026-2027 Vice Presidents

Cella Best, Julie Dunn and Patricia Thompson


https://metrowomensclub.org/luncheon-venue-survey

THE PERSONALS

THINKING OF YOU THANK YOU

Sharon Duignan - Brother Passing
Cella Best - Get Well

Lin Albracht - Get Well

Linda Davis - Get Well

To all the MWC Gals that acknowledged my birthday via
email, cards, phone calls & other forms of communication
available - THANK YOU for your best wishes!! | much
appreciated them all!!! - Bobbie Montequin

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN Thank you to Sue Mehl for stepping up and taking pictures -
Margi Vice

Linda Pauli passed away March 8th

DIRECTORY UPDATES

Dee Bigge Updated
Jan Johnson Updated
Vicki Riley Updated
Margi Vice Updated
Marcelene Lewis Updated
Diane Morris Updated Updated
BIRTHDAY GALS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY LADIES!!
MEMBER DATE MEMBER DATE MEMBER DATE MEMBER DATE
Cindy Frieling Ann Thomson Liz Olson Pam Ross
Karen Jackson Cindy Popp Jean Cully Margaret Bartek

Lin Albracht

Sharon Davison

Kathryn Gannon

Margo Juarez

Janet Dragon

Margi Vice

Bert Harrifeld

Unfortunately the following lovely ladies were missed for the list last month. Please wish them a belated birthday!!! Donna Arlt,

Helen Bartee and Lori Briggs.




MEMBERSHIP WAITING LIST FOR 2026 - 2027

Hello Ladies. We have added five additional ladies to our waiting list in January. We will begin our early membership renewal campaign at
the Spring Game day event. There will be a table set up for you to pay your membership dues. All dues must be pay by May 31st. Any late
payers will not be accepted. To avoid late payment we will have a table set up for March, April and May luncheons . If you have a friend that
would like to Join Metro Women'’s please send me an email with your friends name and contact information, including a phone number. We
will only be admitting new members again after May 31st 2026 but you certainly can get their name on the list. Note: We can only add new
members to fill our membership rolls back to 200 members. If you have any questions please email me.

Marcelene Lewis—Membership / Renewals

Wait List Date Added Sponsor Wiait List Date Added Sponsor
Shawn McCarville 5/13/2025 Project Pink Sue Phibin 5/13/2025 Project Pink
Jeanette Bonaventura 6/8/2025 Deann Zens Kathy Powers 6/8/2025 Deann Zens
Colleen Haack 6/20/2025 Juanita Hammen Mary Sporcic 6/20/2025 Juanita Hammen
Dianne Amandus 7/15/2025 Sharon Price Shayne Fili 7/15/2025 Sharon Price
Cheryl Henkenius 7/18/2025 Linda Flora Dayle Keller 7/18/2025 Linda Flora
Jill Reisch 7/18/2025 Linda Flora Nancy Wilson 7/18/2025 Linda Flora
Jane Hagebush 8/6/2025 Darlene Palmer Sharon Welling 8/6/2025 Darlene Palmer
Ellen Lake 8/15/2025 Past Member Betty Verch 8/15/2025 Past Member
Joan Miller 8/30/2025 Darlene Palmer Kathy Laughlin 8/30/2025 Darlene Palmer
Gale Spatz 8/30/2025 Web page Brenda Hammer 8/30/2025 Web page
Becky Stephanie 10/9/2025 Web page Kay Hothan 10/9/2025 Web page
Sandy Hite 10/9/2025 Cindy Popp Tara Granville 10/9/2025 Cindy Popp
Connie Davis 10/17/2025 Silent Auction Sharon Wehling 10/17/2025 Silent Auction
Cheril Comiser 10/17/2025 Sue Chevalier Mary Gonderinger 10/17/2025 Sue Chevalier
Pam Epstein 10/24/2025 Barb Bures Sally Jane Baldridge 10/24/2025 Barb Bures
Kathy Yakus 10/29/2025 Janet Morhing Ruth Gearhart 10/29/2025 Janet Morhing
Deb Kinzer 10/30/2025 LouAnn Norton Juli-Ann Gasper 10/30/2025 LouAnn Norton




SPECIAL INTEREST ACTIVITIES

EVENING BUNCO
1st Wednesday, April 1st 6:30pm
Hostess: Juanita Hammen

March Results:

High Score: Monica Clark
Most Buncos: Carolyn Will
Low Score: Cindy Popp
Door Prize: Cindy Carlson

Diane Dobrinska

LUNCH TIME BUNCO
2nd Friday, April 10th 11:00 am
Hostess: Deborah Jones

March Results:

Most Wins: Carol Silva
Most Buncos: Patricia Thompson
Most Losses: Sandy Erickson
Door Prize: Deborah Jones

Linda Davis

MORNING BUNCO
3rd Wednesday, April 15th 9:30 am
Hostess: Marcelene Lewis

March Results
High Score: Mary Ellen Anderson
Most Buncos: Marcelene Lewis
Most Losses: Margi Vice
Door Prize: Deborah Jones

Diane Dobrinska

ROUND ROBIN MARATHON BRIDGE
1st Tuesday, April 7th 11:30 am

Oakview Red Lobster
2707 S 140th St, Omaha
We will have lunch, announce results from the year and
play party bridge that day.

February Results:
Donna Arlt and Anna Nelson — 4200
Mary Lou Jambor and Mary Beth Manninger —3570
Monica Clark and Rosemary Bliss — 2180

If you would like to play or learn more, please call Celeste
Giery

AMERICAN MAHJONGG
2nd Thursday 1:00 pm—4:00 pm
April 9th & April 23rd
Converge Church
14515 Harvey Oaks Ave, Omaha

Contact Sandy for lessons.
Observers are welcome!!

We are looking for new players! Come and join the fun,
we’d love to have you!

Sandy Simpson

BRIDGE
2nd Wednesday, April 8th 11:00 am
Zio’s Pizzeria
12997 West Center Road, Omaha

March Results
First Place: Carole Thompson
Second Place: Margaret Baier
Third Place: Barb Fazzini
Fourth Place: Anna Nelson

If you are a bridge player and want to play, call, text, or
email: Anna Nelson

DINING INN- GOURMET DINING CLUB -
NOON DELIGHTS—1st Monday
April 6th, 12:00 pm

Hostess: Sharon Duignan

Pat Goodyear

DINING INN- GOURMET DINING CLUB -
DINING DIVAS—3rd Monday
April 20th 12:00 pm

Hostess: Sarah Chvala

Pat Goodyear

DINING INN- GOURMET DINING CLUB -
LUNCH BUNCH—3rd Wednesday
April 15th 12:30 pm

Hostess: Bobbie Montequin

Pat Goodyear

DINING INN— GOURMET DINING CLUB
POTLUCK PALS—3rd Thursday
April 16th 12:00 pm

Hostess: Helene Lohman

Chris Sagenbrecht

BOOK CLUB
3rd Friday, April 17th 9:30 am
Abrams Branch Omaha Public Library
5111 N. 90th Street, Omaha

Book: THE WIND KNOWS MY NAME
Author: Isabel Allende

Treats: Dorris Heaston

Juanita Hammen

SOCIAL HOUR
1st Thursday, April 2nd 3:00 PM

Jimmy D's
6303 Center St, Omaha

Doris Helfrich

4th Wednesday, March 25th
Hostess: Jean Cully

Imagine’s “Storytellers” met on February 25, 2026. Amy
and Janis coincidentally picked the same poet Darrel W.
Draper and read his poem, “Gossamer Gown” from his
book A Prairie Sailor. Many writers present had tears at
the beauty of his work. Kathy read us her story of a trip
with her parents in 1970. She turned 11 on this
adventure while she and her family were traveling from
Lagos Nigeria to Katsina for the festival of Durbar. Our
newest member Diane read her story about trees,
educating us on their ability to communicate with one
another. Janis updated us on her plans to attend a
workshop with a publisher on her book Little Lamb and
reported she will be having several poems published in
upcoming editions of Fine Lines. Carolyn read a poem she
created just for us while she was hanging out in her car.
Jean concluded our meeting with a few new poems. Our
next meeting will be March 25, 2026. Anyone interested
in joining a writing group are encouraged to call Jean.

CINEMA CHICKS
4th Friday April 24th

Look for an email on the last Tuesday of the month with
the details: location, & time.

Suggestions for movies are welcome!

Diane Stein and Angela Stoll

SWEET PEA GARDEN CLUB
3rd Thursday April 16th

Indian Creek Nursery
303 North Saddle Creek.

We will pick out our favorite Spring Plants and put
together a planter to take home. We will have a
little talk on Spring plants .

We can carpool from the Family Fare on 144th and
Center. Let's meet at 10:30 to be there by 11 AM.

So those driving themselves meet at 11.

Doris Helfrich
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Spring Green Salad
Stuffed Roast Beef
Chicken Portofino
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end scone or tea bread recipes to Sue
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