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North Carolina Hurricane Relief

The Northwest Illinois Forage and Grassland  pwe
Council, Juda Hay Sales and Jon Herron with
Just Say Hay, donated hay to help farmers im-
pacted by Hurricane Helene. In addition to the
hay donations, bagged and canned livestock 2
and pet food, and fencing supplies were also =

donated. Additional opportunities to donate may be possible at the NW IFGC Hay Sale in Or-
angeville, IL. For more information contact Don Brown, Jr. at 815-238-8372.

IFGC Annual Meeting—Decatur, IL

The 2024 IFGC Annual Meeting is planned for November 23 at 9:30 a.m. in the Clover Room
at the University of Illinois— Macon County Office, located at 3351 N. President Howard Brown
Blvd, Decatur, Illinois. The meeting will include a review of IFGC events, board meeting and
election of officers and directors.

Lessons from a Seasoned Forage Producer

After serving as a hay producer for 43 years, Steve Berning, IFGC board
member and owner of Galusha Farm in Warrenville, IL has decided to re-
tire. Steve grew up on a dairy farm and in 1981 started in hay production
and marketing. IFGC would like to thank Steve for his service to the for-
age community and for serving as a board member for many years.

In a recent interview Steve shared some of his experiences over the last
four decades:

1) What changes have your seen in technology or within the industry? “The biggest
change was the 21 bale accumulator for small square bale production. It takes the work
out of it and allows very efficient product and storage handling operations. We can now
bale 600 bales an hour and place them in the barn at the rate of one bale per second.”

2) What are the most important things you learned about marketing hay over the
last 40 years? “Patience! The customer is right, treat the customer like you want to be
treated and cash on delivery”

3) What advice would you give someone wanting to start their own hay business?
“Buy an established hay business. Find one that is profitable, otherwise it takes years to
become established and make money.”

4) What's next for you? "I plan to retire on April 30, 2025. I want to successfully transi-
tion my business before that time; then retire, travel and not watch the rain forecast as
much.”

To learn more about Steve Berning and Galusha Farm visit www.GalushaFarm.com

AFGC Annual Conference—Kissimmee, FL

LS i The American Forage and Grassland Council Annual Conference will be held
Save the January 12-15 in Kissimmee, Florida at the Wyndham Conference Center.
Date! Registration for the conference can be completed online at www.afgc.org.

January 12-15,

2025 The conference will include workshops on the latest in baleage research,
“ grazing cover crops, and renewable energy. The emerging scientists compe-
titions, forage bowl and forage spokesperson competitions will also be held.
See youin FII For more details visit https://www.afgc.org/annual-conference/
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Gregg Zurliene “Billy Bob”

Forage and Livestock Product Specialist

Doug Hanson

dough@proharvestseeds.com
www.proharvestseeds.com 866.807.7015 . 618-599-2263
billybob@snpartners.com
, ; A Premium Pasture & Cover Crop Seed!

Dart lla.‘ Service Inc. * Cover Species * Summer Annuals

= Turnips, Radish, Rye & More « Teff, Sorghum, Sudangrass
Ron Tombaugh « Premium Alfalfa & Cl -

ponserr ol T s Clower,  + CRP & Native Mises

- 2075 ERRT I8 * Forage Grasses « Turf Seed
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: MIDWEST 1300 E University Drive

Phone (309) 531-4229 Macomb, IL 61455
Fax (815) 672-3066 GRSS & RAGE (309)837-1820

midwestgrass@macomb.com
darthay@yahoo.con] P Y Y g

Membership

IFGC Memberships can be renewed by going online to the IFGC website to download a
membership form. Complete the form and submit it with your dues payment to Illinois
Forage and Grassland Council, 216 E. Main Street, Williamsville, IL 62693.

Membership Rates:
$30 Individual $50 IFGC & NW IFGC $200 Corporate $5 Student

Membership form can be found at: www.illinoisforage.org




Illinois Forage & Grassland
Council

216 E. Main St.
Williamsville, IL 62693

www.illinoisforage.org

Forage Feed is published by the
Illinois Forage and Grassland Council

Editor:

Emily Hartmann

Mulberry Grove, IL 62262
emily.hartmann@usda.gov

Contributions for future Forage Feed
issues or requests to receive future
issues electronically can be emailed
or mailed to the editors.

' The mission of the Illinois Forage and Grassland Council is to provide the framework
that unites industry, producers, and educational/governmental institutions for the
production, marketing, and wise use of forages and grasslands.

2024 IFGC Officers 2024 Board of Directors
, . Producers:
President Gregg Zurliene, Eolia, MO
618-599-%263 ; Richard Schrock | Champaign, IL | Richard.schrock@hotmail.com
greggsurliene@gmail.com Ron Tombaugh | Streator, IL | darthay@yahoo.com
Vice Presidents  Dr. Jennifer Earing, Normal, IL DO_']" Brﬁwn | Dal\{lsl, .Ith (illt_)n.Erown_Jr7t08@hgmall.com
309.438.1525 on Herron | Raleigh, IL | hay@justsayhay.com

jeearin@ilstu.edu
Education/Government:

Secretary Matt Bunger, Williamsville, IL
217.473.2690 . .
mbbunger@yahoo.com Keely Wilcoxen | Ipava, IL | keely.wilcoxen@usda.gov
Katie Bell | Olney, IL | kibell@illinois.edu
Treasurer Doug Gucker, Cisco, IL John Bell | Champaign, IL | john. Bell@usda.gov
dgucker@illinois.edu Travis Meteer | Baylis, IL | wmeteer@gmail.com
Past President ~ Doug Hanson Industry:

815.698.2204

dough@proharvestseeds.com Joey Stasell | Toluca, IL | jcstase@gmail.com

Steve Berning | Warrenville, IL | Steve@GalushaFarm.com
Alex Titlow | Creston, IL | alext@hueberlle.com
Ryan Harbison | ryan.harbison@agroliquid.com
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