About One Step Closer:
One Step Closer Foundation, Inc. (OSC) is a dynamic registered 501 c(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to create employment opportunities, limit educational debt and strengthen academic achievement for all individuals who aim to
move One Step Closer toward the next big thing that awaits. This entity was birth
out of the for-profit entity called One Step Closer: Finding the Fun in Math, an
organization committed to helping individuals find the fun and fascination in the
study of mathematics. The motto is Mathematics through Mentorship- touching
and understanding the whole person by integrating mathematic applications in
their everyday environment.
Through research and observation OSC has managed to grasp that many individuals shy away from the field of mathematics because of their prior experiences (i.e. poor teaching techniques, large class sizes, limited one to one assistance,
and more). One Step Closer stands in the gap to influence, teach, and re-teach
each student that we/they are fortunate enough to service in being successful
in mathematics, as we encourage the pursuit of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics) related fields with math being our focal point.
To increase awareness and educate through promotion, OSC realized that in
advocating for mathematics, it is better to promote the subject through various
resources such as peer tutorials, college tours, community outreach, college
initiatives, and college scholarships, which can help with capacity building in
the field.

One Step Closer’s Impact:
As a for-profit and philanthropic entity, OSC has achieved successes that would be impossible for a
single organization. In support of and through the hard work of our volunteers and partners:
OSC has increased awareness of Mathematics and STEM through its Finding the Fun in Math
tutoring program and STEM workshops to 200+ individuals from 7-77 years old ranging from
one-to-one and virtual tutoring; with an average result of 88% passing rate.
OSC’s college care package program, embraces students in college in the District and USA
by encouraging them to finish strong through educational and career advancement items to
remind them that someone is here to support their success.
OSC’s Summer Externship Program, have equipped District organizations in the fields of
(STEM, Hospitality, Childcare, Law, Communications, and Business) with tangible resources
throughout a 4- week timeframe called apprentices: youth; that are fully prepared through
our program with professional work etiquette and enrichment skills that can assist in projects
to strengthen organizational deadlines and provide apprentices with resume enhancement,
professional networks and a stipend. This program has opened doors for 18 youth thus far.
OSC’s Fort’s Scholarship Program, funded 25 students thus far with funding to help deferred
cost of loans or other lending obligations.
OSC’s College Tour Program, increases students and parents awareness of the college process and allows students ages 13-17 with an opportunity to gain firsthand experience to alleviate the decision making process.

Meet the Founder:
Felicia Fort is an author of her new published release book- The Mentor Model:
Tools to Building and Sustaining a Healthy Mentor-Mentee Relationship Longterm. She is a philanthropist, entrepreneur and a mathematician (the best part
is turning complex problems into simple ones), a dedicated leader, mentor to
six youth and young adults and mentee to several professionals. Felicia is a
proud alumnus of Benedict College, where she earned her BS Degree in Mathematics. Felicia also received her MBA from Trinity Washington University. A proud member Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. Felicia runs a 501 c(3) nonprofit organization called One Step
Closer Foundation, Inc. with a mission where we create employment opportunities, limit educational debt and strengthen academia achievement for all individuals who aim to move One Step Closer
toward the next big thing that awaits. Out of the five programs, Felicia started a scholarship program
called the Fort’s Book Scholarship, which awards students every year by providing assistance to
purchase their college textbooks. Felicia is a careered professional, where she is the vice president
of business operations for the Coalition for Nonprofit Housing and Economic Development (CNHED) and is an adjunct professor at Trinity Washington University where she teaches Statistics, Intro. to Business and Information Literacy. Felicia lives by the following mantra, “The more you know
about how to make your dreams real, the closer you are to fulfilling them”. She loves skydiving and
daring herself to seek and live an adventurous lifestyle.

MEET THE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Allana Amoura- I am grateful to receive scholarship for the One Step Closer Foundation, Inc. }
Scholarship committee.
Nicholas Hodge - I am grateful to receive scholarship for the One Step Closer Foundation, Inc.
Scholarship committee.
Diamond Hodo - Character defines a person and their ability. Your character reflects
the ambition and power you carry as an individual. I am dedicated to everything that
I put my mind too. I hope to inspire those, that will follow the same path in my life.
My name is Diamond Hodo, and I will be attending Virginia State University under the
works of The United States Reserves with a major in Social Work.

Kiaira Hutchinson - My name is Kiaira Hutchinson. I am a graduating Senior from
Laurel High School. I plan to continue my education at Morgan State University in
Baltimore, Maryland to pursue a Journalism/ Communications major. I’m looking forward to getting my Master’s degree in Journalism/Communications. I’m thankful for
my loving family and friends for their support and faith because without them I would
not be where I am today. Most importantly, thank you for this scholarship that has been awarded to
me. I’m beyond appreciative for this foundation.
Makenzie Sherman - Makenzie Sherman is a senior and advance piano student at
Largo High School. She has competed and won several awards in both classical and
contemporary piano. Makenzie enjoys volunteering her gift by playing for the elderly
and serving in the Music Ministry at her home church, St. Stephen Baptist Church.
She will be attending Morgan State University in the fall to study Music with a minor
in Education. Makenzie aspires to be a professional pianist and private music instructor. She credits
her parents and older sister as the most positive influences in her life.
Destiny Williams - Destiny Williams considers herself a natural born leader. Even as
a young child she had determination to accomplish whatever she set her mind to.
Her first biggest personal accomplishment was when she wrote her first song. That
moment opened her eyes to the fact that not only determination, but determination
backed by action was in fact the key to success. Her most recent accomplishment
was her acceptance into her dream school, Howard University as both an athlete and scholar. Destiny is heavily involved in her church, Holy light Church of Deliverance, as a youth leader, over New
Generation. She additionally sings on the youth choir and is apart of Praises from the Heart, the
praise dance ministry. She works with the young people in children’s church and is also a Sunday
school teacher for the toddler class. Destiny is an advocate for helping the community. She spends
time volunteering for Relay for Life and March of Dimes. She volunteers as a math tutor and a helps
the little league with softball clinic for the younger girls. At Oscar Smith, Destiny is involved in the
Student Council Association, DECA, and served as captain of her softball team. Destiny is passionate about making a difference in the lives of others and is happy to continue along that path in the
next chapter of her life.

Aaron M. Williams - Aaron Marckell Williams was born on June 10, 1999 in the Prince
Georges County and grew up in The Nation’s Capitol “Washington DC” to parents
Anthony M. Williams and Tamarinice Williams. Aaron is a philanthropist dedicated to
assisting individuals in gaining a different perspective on the way. Aaron is an activist,
leader, motivator, mentor, and developing public speaker, who is passionate about
educating, meeting and serving the needs of the African- American community as well the Global
community. Aaron is an alumnus of Lawrence Academy a private independent boarding school in
Groton, Massachusetts.
While attending Lawrence Academy, he was a well-rounded and active student leader in several
organizations including Dormitory Resident Advisor (3 years); Track & Field; Umoja Diversity Club
(President); During his presidency he organized multiple Black Lives Matter events on his campus
and has left school to attend other protest including the Million Man March. Varsity Football Team;
L.A Jazz Instrumental Ensemble; Photography Club; Washington Performing Arts – COTG (Children of the Gospel / Performed at various venues for President Barack and First Lady Michelle
Obama: National Cathedral Presidential Inauguration 2009- 2012, The White House for Presidential
Staff 2008-2013, and John F. Kennedy Center Numerous Times). A Better Chance (ABC) Scholar
(2012-Present); Scholarship recipient: Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. (Iota Chi Chapter ); and Lawrence Academy Representative for Student Diversity Leadership Conference in 2014.
He was afforded the opportunity to study abroad in the Belize City Province of Belize for Lawrence
Academy’s Winterim 2017. In addition, Aaron volunteers his available time to volunteering at family
shelters, donated school supplies to those in need, delivered food and clothing to the less fortunate. He also is a student ambassador for Happy Ours and helps to organize a space in Southeast
Washington D.C. where youth can come together in order to build community and have fun in a
positive way.
In 2017, will be attending the University of Miami to pursue a Bachelor in Communications with a
double minor in African studies and Music Business. Aaron is committed to being an active community leader urgently seeking to inspire and motivate. He lifts others up with him as he climbs the
ladder to success.

Each scholarship recipient
will receive the
One Step Closer
Scholarship Leadership
Award

- Congratulations Diamond,
Daddy is SO PROUD of You..

Omega Psi Phi
GAMMAChapter
Honors and Congratulates
Aaron M. Williams
and
The ABC & One Step Closer Scholars

The National Crittenton Foundation is
excited to be hosting In Solidarity We
Rise: Healing, Opportunity and Justice
for Girls (In Solidarity), on October 11-13,
2017 in Washington, DC.
Core to In Solidarity is the leadership and
engagement of girls and young women,
and the use of a variety of approaches to
learning, strategizing and connecting that
are creative, intersectional, and two or
multigenerational.

In Solidarity will focus on:
HEALING – Understanding the root causes of trauma and discovering new pathways to well
being. OPPORTUNITY – Exploring diverse and innovative ways to support health, economic
security and civic engagement for girls. JUSTICE – Catalyzing and strengthening the justice
reform for girls’ movement.
JOIN US FOR:
Full-day Pre-Conference Intensives: Topics such as gender and trauma-informed
approaches, advocacy, young women led sessions, etc.
Front Porch Conversations: Sit on the front porch and sip lemonade while having powerful,
moving conversations in small groups with girls, young women, and women from around the
country on topics of importance to our future.
A Call to Solidarity: Using polling technology, interactive and creative large and small group
discussions, together we will define what solidarity is and must be. A summary will be shared
during the closing plenary.
Deep Dive Learning Opportunities: Spend 90 minutes with experts delving into specific topics
of interest such as somatic approaches to healing, school push-out, and more.
Innovation in Motion: Experience 45 minutes of dynamic interaction focused on sharing and
learning about exciting innovative ideas, programs, community organizing, communication,
technology, policy reform, etc.
The Un-Exhibit Hall: What can we do that is different than traditional exhibit hall tables? Youth
selling their art, girls and young women owned businesses, mini performances, etc. Share your
ideas with us about how to create an exciting un-exhibit hall!
Self-Care Room: Visit this calming space, designed to support you in feeling grounded and
centered throughout the conference.
For more information visit www.NationalCrittenton.org.
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