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The SUpreme Court

The S
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.“equal protection of the laws” to all Amerlca:s :: m:::
in the 14" Amendment. The composition of th’e Supreme
Court affects its decisions. In 200 years, only two African
Americans—Thurgood Marshall and Clarence Thomas—
have served on the Court, and both have significantly
shaped the Court’s identity and lts decislon-making.
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SOUTH CAROLINA

No person of color shall migrate into and reside in this State,
unless, within twenty days after his arrival within the same,
he shall enter into a bond with two freeholders as sureties,

FLORIDA

When a person of color working on a farm or plantation
deliberately disobeys orders, is impudent or disrespectful to
his employer, refuses to do the work assigned, or leaves the
Premises, he can be arrested.

NORTH CAROLINA

No person of color can testify against a white person in
court, unless the white person agrees to it,

TEXAS

Only white men can serve on juries, hold office, and vote in
any state, county, or municipal election,

TENNESSEE

No colored persons have the right to vote, hold office or sit

on juries in this state.
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FOUNDATIONS
OF FAITH

To ensure their survival and progress, African
Americans developed diverse religious institutions,
from the first independent congregations
established by free blacks in the early 18005 to
contemparary black churches, temples, mosques,
and synagogues. These institutions served as
centers of moral and political leadership and
provided services and support to urban and rural
communities. Spiritual beliefs and faith practices
offered hope and comfort, the will to resist
oppression, and the values of self-determination
and pride.
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of value only as it

aids in understanding the present;
and an understanding of the
Jacts of the problem . . . is the
Jirst step toward its solution.
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