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1863-1877

Emancipation and
the Tran_sformation
of America

The Emancipation Proclamation committed the nation to
ending slavery. Yet what would freedom mean? Economic
independence? Freedom from fear? The right to vote?
Propelied forward, the nation and the people responded— After emancipation, churches across the country served
in courthouses, in legistatures, on farms, and in homes tuaries—centers for African American

: 2 mmunity e —as welas refigious nsttutions. Not ol
o i Sy bulSing et velcomed black freedom, and they eschuded
and restoring communities, African Americans vigorously African Americans from public places. Black churches
debated and fully embraced freedom. Then, as today, the
meaning of freedom continues to evolve as “we the people™
our government.
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Change will not come if we wait for
some other person or . . . some other time.

We are the ones we’ve been waiting jor.
We are the change that we seek.

BARACK OBAMA
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E A LANGUAGE IN ORDER TO DESCRIBE
ONTROL THEIR CIRCUMSTANCES.
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YOu teJ] me that hitley
Is g mp

i) Dad may,
[ guess 7§, lessons

from thesz Klux klan . .

Cause eve ing that hitler
- And mussoling do,
Negroes get the same

Treatment from you . . .

I ask you this question

Cause I want to know

How long I got to fight
BOTH HITLER-AND JIM CROW,

LANGSTON HUGHES .
«“BEAUMONT TO DETROIT: 1943




Creoles
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i cent who
atantic Creoles were people of African des

es.
moved easily between cultures and across landscap

Often born n port cities, they were multilingual and
familar with international trade. They served as liaisons,

interpreters, diplomats, and missionaries. As cultural

mediators, they effectively navigated
Atlantic world ang hel
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SanCtUary
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Trtt;rlslfnancipation, churches across the country served
as ic sanctuaries— : :
community life—as wel?:tz?gfiz:::sc:n A'mencan
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To shield their families from the unfairness of
Segregation, African Americans created communities
that served their social, political, and religious needs.
The activities and organizations they created—from
fraternal groups to literary clubs—provided them
the opportunity to interact with one another and
hold positions denied to them otherwise. Building
communities together, they also developed the
skills in oratory, organization, and leadership that
ultimately served them so well in demanding their

rights as citizens.




You tell me that hitler
Is a mighty bad man.
f’guess he took lessons
from the ku kluxklan...
Cause everything that hitler ¢
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I ask you this question

Cause I want to know

How long I got to fight
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. NAMING THEIR HISTORY.
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worke i
d on levee construction along the Mississippi River

The state took it over in 1901 In the 1960s Angola was
referred to as “the bloodiest prison in the South” because
of the number of inmate assaults. Prison reforms have

improved conditions in the years since.

und: A guard tower onthe
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Smithsonian

\ National Museum of African American

History and Culture
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We had our own church in the
brick yard way out in the ﬁcu
“We hid behind the bricks an

had church every mﬁht

..lZABETH ROSE H\'\'E 1




v enatnd e hearey

ABlGAIL ADAMS 177 —
We return from
We return fighti
W.E 5. DY BOIS 191
acy

Home and Abroad

fem

FREBERICK DougLass




EATER

EY ‘l'T‘t

\ 4

w
2
>
=
-
&
2
o,
9

" I

ommmm -




)k MAKING A WA
OUT OF NO WXY

THE NATIONAL
SAFETY HOOD




MUHAMMAD ALl
AS ACTIVIST

SOJOURNER TRUTH

1111
I

SN T
4‘ il
Il

i il
nwﬁmnmmu‘




[ rreT—

Squhere i Cuists

b incliggtion to doso:

»E -




A Nation|Divided
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A Climate
of Fear










And mussolini do.,,
Negroes get the same

Treatment from you . . .
I ask you this question

Cause I want to know

How long I got to fight
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Global Impact
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(0773 lives matter. There is othing
thana ™more pouwerful
GARZA @ nati
ALICIA Wﬁmum
there are

7S .
Jirst step toward its solution.
Jew things as noble 3
.y

CHICAGO COMMISSION ON

RACE RELATIONS
LONNIE 6. BUNCH Il
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uw%vxes of World War |, at home and

abroad, changed the attitudes of a generation of
Affican Americans. They were less willing to-retreat
inthe face ofd‘scnmmatorytreatment. They felt

Breater pride in'their African her
More striderit in their resist
aivil rights, Thi new
music, literat

itage and greyy

tance to attacks on their
attitude was evident in thejr

ure, and other Cultura| etpresstons as
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d clung to it as long as
disobedience.

the child was torn from

After the men =
v ordered the first woman u
e up her little one an

auction block; she refused to give .
dhe could, while the cruel lash was applied to her back for

She pleaded for mercy in the name of God. But
the arms of its mother amid the most heart rending-shrieks from t he

mother and child on the one hand, and the bitter oaths and cruel lashes

from the tyrants on the other. Finally the poor child was torn
from the mother while she was sacrificed to the highest bidd
In this way the sale yq ] 3
y th s carried o nng
n from beginning to end.
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Slavery Shapes
America

The Rves and labor of enslaved African Americans
transformed the United States into a world power.
Yet they received no recognition or payment for what
they created. By 1860 four million enslaved people
produced well over 60 percent of the nation’s wealth,
and the slave trade valued them at $2.7 billion. Selling
an enstaved person provided ready cash, explaining in
prtﬂymsoo.ooopeopleweresold in the
Mshlenad&‘lhismmlﬂl,in human form,
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e quen’s
Groups

-century black churches ministered —_—
needs of the soul and served a host

-ular functions, which placed them i ‘ K-
rely in the center of black social life. African American women were always active in

g their communities and religious organizations
They also established a number of local

Organizations in the 1870s and
by middle-class we
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Blaek Codes

After the Clvil War the former Confederate States passed LOUISIANA
laws Intended to restrict the rights of African Americans. b o ol bl e

These “black codes” punished vagrancy, forced freedmen e e e
to sign labor contracts, and blocked their right to vote. D o M o
Vielators were subject to arrest, and the labor of prisoners MISSISSIPPI

was auctioned off to the highest bidder. In the end black u

codes created an oppressive system of customs and laws

Intended to tightly restrict the ¢lvle and economic rights
of Afriean Americans,




Misa Ella F. Monaghan Victim 0f
Attempted Assault




e g

: -

i A : PLERSES
HELP Us




