
Mission Statement

The mission of Holy Spirit Catholic School is to provide a 
welcoming environment where students live the Gospel 

message, exhibit high achievement, and provide service to the 
community.

Holy Spirit Catholic School Minutes of the School Board 
Meeting of Wednesday, March 9, 2022

Present: Karianne Earnest (Principal), Brian Hinz, Sandra 
Flores-Montez, Misti Foltz, Gretchen Kinghorn, Barbara Siciliano. 

Pastoral Representative: Deacon Scott Pearhill 

The meeting was called to order with a prayer by Deacon 
Scott at 7:05pm 

Minutes: The approval of the February minutes was delayed. 

Pastoral Report:  Deacon Scott provided an update on the 
Afghan resettlement support efforts in Pocatello and Chubbuck.  
The effort has reached a new phase of direct service to the 30 
individuals (some in families) that have been moved into their 
new homes. There will be approximately 15 more individuals to 
come but generally the work is now centered on the continuing 
help to the Afghans to integrate, learn English, find how to obtain 
and maintain their basic needs, and begin their new lives. 
Catholic Charities has opened their Pocatello offices to support 
this community effort at 214 Center St.  They are looking for 
more direct service volunteers to help.    

Deacon Scott also summarized the Parish’s important 
contribution to the worldwide Synod lead by Pope Francis.  The 
surveys have been mailed to all parishioners and HSCC has 
begun planning for the convening of two to three workshops, 
which will serve as listening and dialogue sessions. The first will 
be on 26 March from 9-1pm.  It will take place at HSCS.  There 
will be more in April and May.  The results of these workshops 



will contribute to the overall effort to encourage Synodality in the 
Church (Synodality:  “the involvement and participation of the 
whole People of God in the life and mission of the Church”). 
Deacon Scott encourages all School Board members to 
participate as a way to open up about life in the parish, in the 
Catholic schools, about people’s relationship with GOD, and 
experiences with the Catholic Church.

There were no guests. 

PTC Report: The PTC is working with the school to support the 
following programs: 

-The middle school trip to Salt Lake City, the aquarium, the 
planetarium and a day at Lagoon Amusement Park 

-Provision of snacks and treats to the parent/teacher 
conferences 

-Writing all the thank you letters for the HSCS Annual Auction 

- HSCS Auction hot wash/lessons learned 

- Blood Drive to support this quarter’s service project 

Principal’s Report:  Enrollment is at 137 students.  Registration 
is open for returning students this week and for new students 
next week.  The HSCS Annual Auction raised $44,000, which 
was $17,000 more than the prior year.  There were many good 
ideas, which worked well this year, such as a cover price of $25 
for wine and beer for the evening, and others.  They will be 
taking a close look at best practices and getting rid of or stream 
lining other practices to make the event even more successful 
next year.  The teachers had a Professional Development (PD) 
day last week.  The third through fourth grade level scored on 
target for reading and math, which was very good considering all 
the struggles of the pandemic.  Other grades are not quite on 
grade as of yet and teachers are focusing closely on catching 
them up.  The office of Catholic Schools in Boise has 
reorganized the Catholic Schools into regions statewide.  Idaho 



Falls, Holy Rosary, will be leading our Deanery.  HSCS will host 
the first regional meeting on 18 August for the Deanery and Fr. 
Caleb will preside over the meeting.  Parent/Teacher meetings 
will take place 10-11 March.  This month’s theme for the 
Students has been Fruit of the Spirit & Self Control to coincide 
with Lent.  The teachers have been receiving prayer affirmations 
from Karianne and have begun to take on prayer partners. 

Old Business:  COVID mask policies have been lifted.  After 
considerable discussion previously and at this meeting, Principle 
Karianne made the proposal to increase tuition costs either by 
7% or by 10%.  The School Board unanimously agreed to 
increase tuition by 10% as the market studies have dictated.  
Karianne has made arrangements to engage with any parents 
who may find this difficult and find individual solutions.    

New Business: HSCS will be adding a new Pre-K classroom for 
two year olds based on high demand.  Karianne has hired a new 
teacher named Judy Hall.  Progress on the three accreditation 
goals where provided to the School Board, two goals were met 
and one remains with an action plan.  HSCS will begin writing its 
self-study in fall of 2022. 

Deacon Scott offered the closing prayer at 9:30pm.  
Next meeting: Wednesday April 13, 7pm, at the school. 


