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PUBLISHER’S FOREWORD

The service Dr. Kalisch rendered in 1877 by his first
English translation of the Sepher Yezirah has grown even
greater with the passing years. Other translations, it is
true, have a certain merit; nonetheless, none has surpassed

and few have equaled the work that he did.

This is so not because Dr. Kalisch was Jewish
and other translators were not; but rather because his
rranslation was prompted by motives unmixed with
mistaken notions of the authors intent. He dealt with it
reverently as the earliest example of Hebrew metaphysical
writing and not as a brief for a particular school of magical

legerdemain in the realm of thought.

One readily forgives him, then, for calling the Qg_l;alah
a system of metaphysical delirium, for such it became in the
hands of those whose mental discipline was small and whose
imagination large. He rescued the Sepher Yezirah from the

unworthy use to which such writers were subjecting it.

Without question, the Sepher Yezirah is a fundamental
source of Qabalistic thought, but it should be remembered,
as Dr. Johann Friedrich von Meyer pointed out in his
preface to the German translation of 1830, a distinction
must always be made berween the real Qabalah and the
excrescences that have developed around it. Unfortunarely,

for most, those excrescences are the Qabalah.

Dr. Kalisch’s real service lay in restoring the
work as a sound metaph}'sical treatise worth}r of the



atrention of all 5erinu5|}r interested in the develnpment

of such conceprs.

Originally, the Qabalah was conducive to such concepts,
and had Qabalists confined themselves solely to the Yezirahs
pattern and not ventured beyond itin extensions of thought
based on fundamental misconceprions, the extravagances of
eighteenth and nineteenth century mysticism would have
been avoided and the Qabalah would today be seen as a
steady and reliable beacon in a world of dark and confused
thinking. But for thart result, the human mind itself would
have had to be differently constituted.

Modem systems of thought—ethical, religious, meta-
physical—have nevertheless been permeated with ideas
directly traceable to the Qg_l;alah. Esoteric societies and
mystical organizations have drawn largely from it for their
ritualistic teaching and procedure—oftentimes being altogether
unaware of their indebtedness.

The Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis has
numbered among its members in the past many who were
known to be Qabalists, and today its membership is kept
informed of the essential characteristics. Itis in the actempt to
make available authentic information on the subject that this
reprinting of Dr. Kalisch’s translation of the Sepher Yezirah is
undertaken. There is little doubt that the careful and properly
discriminating reader will be adequately rewarded for time
spent in the study of this invaluable little essay.

JOEL DISHER
Literary Research Department
Rosicrucian Order, AMORC

Rosicrucian Park, San Jose

October 13, 1948



PREFACE

This metaphysical essay, called “Sepher Yezirah,”
(book on creation, or cosmogony,) which I have
endeavored to render into English, with explanatory
notes, is considered by all modern literati as the
first philosophical book thar ever was written in the
Hebrew language. But the time of its composition
and the name of its author have not yer been
ascertained, despite of the most elaborate researches
of renowned archacologists. Some maintain that this
essay is menrioned in the Talmud rtreatise Sanhedrin,
p. 66 b. and ibid. 67 b. which passage is according
to the commentary of Rashi, to rtreatise Erubin,
p. 63 a, a reliable historical notice. Hence this book
was known already in the second or at the beginning of
the third century of the Christian Era. The historian,
Dr. Graerz, tries to show very ingeniously in his work,
entitled “Gnostcism,” p. 104 and 110, thar it was
written in the early centuries of the Christian Church,
especially when the ideas and views of the Gnostics were in
vogue. This opinion, however, he afrerwards revoked. (See
Dr. Graerz's “History of the Jews,” Vol. V, p. 313 in anote.)

Dr. Zunz, the Nestor of the Jewish Rabbis in Europe,
maintains that we have to look for the genesis of the
book “Yezirah” in the Geonic period, (700-1000), and

that it was mnaequentl}r mmpoﬁed in a pn&t—talmudic:d



SEPHER YEZIRAH

time. Bur if so, it is very strange that Saadjah Gaon,
who lived in the tenth, and Judah Halevi, who lived in the
rwelfth century, represented the book “Yezirah™ as a
very ancient work. Therefore it seems to me, thar Dr.
Graetz had no sufficient cause to repudiate his assertion
concerning the age of this book; because all the
difficulties which he himself and others raised against
his supposition, fall to the ground, when we consider
that the most ancient works, holy as well as protane,
had one and the same fare, namely, that from age to
age more or less interpolations were made by copyists

and commentators. Compare also Prof. Tenneman’s
“Grundriss der Geschichte der Philosophie,” improved
by Prof. Wendt, p. 207.

Tradition, which ascribes the authorship of this
book to the patriarch Abraham, is fabulous, as can be
proved by many reasons; but the idea thar Rabbi Akiba,
who lived about the beginning of the second century,
composed the book “Yezirah,” is very likely possible. Be
this as it may, it is worthwhile to know the extravagant
hypotheses ~ which  ancient  Jewish  philosophers
and theologians framed as soon as they began to
contemplate and to reason, endeavoring to combine

oriental and Greek theories. Although there is an
exuberance of weeds, we will find, nevertheless, many

germs of truisms, which are of the greatest importance.
A Christian theologian, Johann Friedrich von Meyer

D. D., remarked very truly in his German preface to
the book “Yezirah,” published in Leipzig, 1830: “This

book is for two reasons highl}r important: in the first



PREFACE

place, that the real Cabala or mystical doctrine of the
Jews, which must be carefully distinguished from its
excrescences, is in close connection and perfect accord
with the Old and New Testaments; and in the second
place, that the knowledge of it is of great importance to
the philosophical inquirers, and can not be pur aside.
Like a cloud permeated by beams of light which makes
one infer that there is more light behind it, so do the
contents of this book, enveloped in obscurity, abound
in coruscations of thought, reveal to the mind that
there is a still more effulgent light lurking somewhere,
and thus inviting us to a further contemplation and
investigation, and at the same time demonstrating
the danger of a superficial investigation, which is so
prevalent in modern times, rejecting that which can

not be understood ar first s.ighlt."’J

I shall now try to give a skerch of the system as it
is displayed in the book “Yezirah,” which forms a link
in the chain of the ancient theoretical speculations of
philosophers, who were striving to ascertain the truth
mainly by reasoning a-priori, and who imagined that
it is thus possible to permeate all the secrets of narure.
It teaches that a first cause, eternal, all-wise, almighty
and holy, is the origin and the centre of the whole
universe, from whom gradually all beings emanared.
Thought, speech and action are an inseparable
unity in the divine being; God made or created, is
mertaphorically expressed by the word: writing. The
Hebrew language and its characters correspond mostly

with the things they designate, and thus holy thoughts,

9



SEPHER YEZIRAH

Hebrew language and its reduction to writing, form a

unity which produce a creative effect.”

The self-existing first cause called the creadon into
existence by quantity and quality; the former represented
by ten numbers (Sephiroth), the latter by twenty-two
letrers, which form together thircy-two ways of the divine
wisdom. Three of the twenty-two letters, namely, Aleph,
Mem, Sheen, are the mothers, or the first elements, from
which came forth the primitive martter of the world: air,
water and fire, that have their parallel in male and female:
breast, body and head, and in the year: moisture, cold
and heat. The other seven double and twelve™ simple
letters are then represented as stamina, from which other

spheres or media of existence emanarted.

The human being is a microcosm, as the neck
separates rationality from virality, so does diaphragm

the vitalit}r from the vegerativeness.

"Thus for ifstance, t]"u-_"}.-' innglm:d that the name of Jehovah, JAAY i lﬁ}r
reversing the alp-lubrt;, yeaD I:I!'II]JZ}'. Mer sigt:iﬁex the leteer jod, zaddi,
the lecter he, and pe, the leter wav, These unmeaning sounds, they said,
have magic power. Some maintained thar the Hebrew language consises of
ewenty-rwo consenants, because being the complex of all beings, its num-
ber is equal to the most perfect figure, namely, of the periphery, as it is well
known that the diameter is always to the periphery as seven o twenty-two,

Tt was frrquet:tly observed b}r Jewish and Christian t|'|ﬂ‘)]r.rgi.unﬁ. that
the Marcosianic Gnostic system, as well as thar of the Clementinians of
the second century, contain many uim]ng'lr_"s and |}ara“|£|s with the book
“Yerirah.” Marcus divides the Greek u][:]‘mbet inte three prarts, tnme]}.r: nine
ULe consonants a'gased, t'ight half vowels TMI@AIPE&, and seven vowels
@EIWTEVTE , in order o givea clear idea of the ]JEculiar constitution of his

“Aeons.” (Trenacus Haer, [, 16.)

10



PREFACE

God stands in  close connection with the
Universe, and just so is Tali connected with the
world, that is, an invisible, celestial or universal axis
carries the whole tabric. In the year by the sphere,
in human beings by the heart, and thus is the ruling
spirit  of God everywhere. Notwithstanding the
decay of the individual, the genus is produced by

the anrtithesis of male and female.

Hebrew commentaries on the book “Yezirah”™ were
composed by: first, Saadjah Gaon, of Fajum [Fayum]
in Egypt, (892-942); second, Rabbi Abraham ben Dior
Halevi; third, Rabbi Moses ben Nachman; fourth,
Elieser of Germisa; fifth, Moses Bortarel; sixth, Rabbi
Eliah Wilna. The book “Yezirah,” together with all
these commentaries, was published in 1860, in the city
of Lemberg. Bur although the commentator Saadjah
was a sober minded scholar in a superstitious age, a
good Hebrew grammarian, a renowned theologian
and a good translator of the Hebrew Pentateuch, Isaiah
and Job into the Arabian language, his ideas and views
were, nevertheless, very often much benighted. See
his comments on Yez. Chap. I. etc,, etc; his notes on
“Yezirah™ Chap. IlII, 2, prove undoubredly that he had
no knowledge whatever of natural science, and therefore
his annotations on the book “Yezirah™ are of litde or no
use at all. All the other commentaries mentioned above,
together with all quortations of other expounders of the
same book, contain nothing bur a medley of arbitrary,

mystical  explanadons and  sophistcal  distortions

11



SEPHER YEZIRAH

of scriptural verses, astrological notons, oriental
superstitions, a metaphysical jargon, a poor knowledge
of physics and not a correct elucidation of the ancient
book; they drew mostly from their own imagination,
and credited the author of “Yezirah™ with saying very
strange things which he never thoughr of. I must not
omit to mention two other Hebrew commentaries, one
by Judah Halevi, and the other by Ebn Ezra, who lived
in the first part of the twelfth century. They succeeded
in explaining the book “Yezirah” in a sound scientific
manner, but failed in making themselves generally
understood, on account of the superstitious age in which
they lived, and the tenacity with which the people in
that period adhered to the marvelous and supernatural;
they found, therefore, but few followers, and the book
“Yezirah” remained to the public an enigma and an
ancient curiosity, giving rise to a system of mertaphysical

delirium, called Cabala.

Translations of the book “Yezirah” and comments
thereon by learned Christian authors are: first, a translation
of the book “Yezirah” with explanatory notes in the Larin
language, by Wilhelm Postellus, Paris, France, 1552;
second, another Latin version is contained in Jo. Pistorii
artis cabalistical scriptorum, Tom I, p. 869, sqq., differing
from that of Postellus. Some are of the opinion that John
Reuchlin, while others maintain that Paul Riccius was the
author of it. (See Wolfii Biblioth. Hebr. Tom., I, Chap.
1.} Third, Rirtangel published the book “Yezirah,” 1642,
at Amsterdam, endted: “Liber Yezirah qui Abrahamo

12



PREFACE

patriarchae adscribitur, una cum commentario Rabbi
Abraham F. D. (filii Dior) super 32 Semits Sapientiae, a
quibus liber Yezirah incipit. Translatus et notis illustratus,
a Joanne Stephano Rittangelio, ling. Orient. in Elea.
Acad. Regiomontana Prof. extraord. Amstelodami ap.
Jo. and Jodoc. Janssonios,” 1642, in quarto; fourth,
Johann Friedrich von Meyer, D. D., published the book
“Yezirah™ in Hebrew with a translation and explanatory

notes in the German language, Leipzig, 1830.

All those rtranslations are out of print and are
rarely found even in well regulated libraries. I was so
fortunate as to obtain a copy of Dr. Meyer's edition
of the book "Yezirah.” He states in the preface to
it, that he had a copy of Postellus’ translation in
manuscript as well as some others, and compared
them. The explanatory notes given by this author
are, nevertheless, insufhcient and sometimes very
incorrect. The present translation is, as far as 1 could

ascertain, the first that was ever published in the
English language. Again, 1 have to add thar I have

not only endeavored to correct a great many mistakes
and erroneous ideas of my predecessors, bur I have
also endeavored to give more complete annotations.
[ therefore hope that the candid reader will consider
the grear difficulties I had to overcome in this srill
unbeaten way of the ancient Jewish spiritual religion,
and will receive with indulgence this new contribution

to archaeological knowledge.

Dr. ISIDOR KALISCH



SEPHER YEZIRAH.

CHATTER L

SECTION 1.
Yah,' the Lord of hosts, the living God, King of
the Universe, Omnipotent, All-Kind and Merciful,
Supreme and Extolled, who is Eternal, Sublime

and Most-Holy, ordained (formed) and created the
Universe in thirt}-‘—t‘wﬂ'y2 mysterious p:Lth:‘." of wisdom

by three’ Sepharim, namely: 1) §for %8; 2) Sip-
pur¥Eg;and 3) Sapher 98§ which are in Him one and
the same. They consist of a decade out of nothing’
and of twenty-two fundamental lecrers. He divided
the twenty-two consonants into three divisions: 1)
three ™2¥ mothers, fundamental letters or first ele-
ments; 2) seven double; and 3) twelve simple con-

SOnants.
SECTION 2.

The decade” out of nothing is analogous to that of
the ten fingers (and toes) of the human body, five
parallel to five, and in the centre of which is the
covenant with the only One, by the word of the

4

tongue and the rite of Abraham.

SECTION 3.

Ten are the numbers outr of nothing, and not the
number nine, ten and not eleven. Comprehend this
great wisdom, understand this’ knowledge, inquire
into it and ponder on it, render it evident and lead"

the Creator back to His throne again.

=ta e r——

T] Sec l-';lurcs commencing on Page s0.
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

SECTION 4.

The decade our of nothing has the following ten
infinitudes:

1) The beginning’ mhm[e 6) The depth infinire.

2) “end 7) “ East

3;'1 * good = E::I * West

4) = evill® “ 9) * Morth *
5) = height “ 10y “ South

and the only Lord God, the faithtul King, rules over

all from His hnl}r habitation for ever and ever.
SECTION 3.

The appearance of the ten spheres out of nothing
is like a flash of lightning, being without an end, His
word is in them, when they go and rerurn; they run

by His order like a whirlwind and humble them-

selves before His throne.
SECTION 6.

The decade of existence out of nothing has its end
linked to its beginning and its beginning linked to
its end, just as the flame is wedded to the live coal;
because the Lord is one and there is not a second
one, and before one whar wilt thou coune?"!

SECTION 7.

Concerning the number ten of the spheres of ex-
istence out of nothing keep thy tongue from speak-
ing and thy mind from pondering on it, and if thy
mouth urges thee to speak, and thy heart to think
abour it, rerurn! as it reads: “And the living creatures
ran and returned,” (Ezekiel 6,14.) and upon this'* was
the covenant made.

16
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

SECTION 8.

The following are the ten categories of existence
out of nothing:

I} The spirit of the living God, praised and glori-
fied be the name of Him who lives to all eterniry.

The articulate word of creative power, the spirit and
the word are whar we call the holy 5pirit.”

2) Air emanated from the spiric by which He
formed and established twenty-two consonants, sta-
mina. Three of them, however, are fundamental
letters, or mothers, seven double and twelve simple
consonants; hence the spirit is the first one.

3) Primidve water emanated from the air. He
formed and established by it Bohu'' (water, stones)
mud and loam, made them like a bed, put them up
like a wall, and surrounded them as with a ramparr,
put coldness upon them and they became dust, as it
reads: “He says to the snow (coldness) be thou
earth.” (Job 37, 6.)

4) Fire or ether emanated from the water. He
established by it the throne of glory, the Seraphim
and Ophanim, the holy living creatures and the angels,
and of these three He formed His habitation, as it
reads: “Who made His angels spirits, His ministers
a flaming fire.” (Psalm 104, 4.) He selected three
consonants from the simple ones which are in the
hidden secret of three mothers or first elements:
A"R"R air, water and ether or fire. He sealed them

with spirit and fastened them to His great name and
sealed with it six dimensions.'®

18
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

5) He sealed" the height and tumed towards

above, and sealed it with e
6} He sealed the depth, turned towards below and
sealed it with ™
7) He sealed the east and turned forward, and
sealed it with ™
8) He sealed the west and turned backward, and
sealed it with 211
9) He sealed the south and turned ro the right and
sealed itwith Ty
10) He sealed the north and turned to the lefr and
sealed it with ™
SECTION 9.

These are the ten spheres of existence out of
nothing. From the spiric of the living God emana-
ted air, from the air, water, from the water, fire or
ether, from the ether, the height and the depth, the
East and West, the Morth and South.

CHATPTEER II.
SECTION 1.

There are twenty-two letters, stamina. Three of
them, however, are the first elements, fundamentals
or mothers, seven double and twelve simple conso-
nants. The three fundamental letters ©*“%*® have as
their basis the balance. In one scale'” is the merit
and in the other criminality, which are placed in
equilibrium by the tongue. The three fundamental
letrers ©"B"R signify, as % is mure like the water and
@ hissing like the fire, there is ® among them, a
breath of air which reconciles them.

SECTION 2.
The TWENTy-two letters which form the stamina

20
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

after having been appointed and established by God,
He combined, weighed and changed them, and formed
by them all beings which are in existence, and all
those which will be formed in all time to come.

SECTION 3.

He established twenty-two letters, stamina, by the
voice, formed by the breath of air and fixed them on
five places in the human mouth, namely: 1) gurrurals,
yrnR 2) palatals, p=+2 3) linguals, n:bus
4) dentals, YOET1  5) labials, f%212

SECTION 4.

He fixed the twenty-two letters, stamina, on the
sphere like a wall with two hundred and thirty-one
gates, ” and tumned the spheres forward and backward.
For an illustration may serve the three letrers, >:2
There is nothing better than joy, and nothing worse

than sorrow or plague.m

SECTION 5.
But how was it done? He combined,™ weighed and
changed: the ®with all the other lerters in succession,

and all the others again with ®; 2with all, and all
again with 2; and so the whole series of letrers.”
Hence it follows that there are two hundred and
thirt}'—nneﬂ formations, and that every creature and
every word emanated from one name™

SECTION 6.

He created a reality out of nothing, called the
nonentity into existence and hewed, as it were, co-
lossal pillars from intangible air. This has been
shown by the example of combining the letter &8 with
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

all the other letters, and all tho other letters with
Aleph (x). He" predetermined, and by speaking
created every creature and every word by one name.
For an illustration may serve the twenty-two ele-
mentary substances by the primitive substance of

Alephzﬁ (#).

CHAPTER III.
SECTION 1.

The three first elements, ©'%"“® are typified by a
balance, in one scale the merit and in the other the
criminality, which are placed in equilibrium by the
tongue. These three mothers, w"2*®are a grear,

wonderful and unknown mystery, and are sealed by

T : )
six” rings, or elementary circles, namely: air, water

and fire emanated from them, which gave birth to
progenitors, and these progenitors gave birth again
to some offspring.
SECTION 2.
God appointed and established the three mothers
2wk combined, weighed and changed them, and
formed by them three mothers T"2"K in the world,

in the year and in man, male and female.

SECTION 3.

The three mothers T"2"%  in the world are: air,
water and fire. Heaven was created from fire or
ether ; the earth (comprising sea and land) from the
elementary water; and the atmospheric air from the
elementary air, or spirit, which establishes the bal-
ance among them.
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

SECTION 4.
The three mothers gewey produce in the year™
heat, coldness™ and moistmess. Heat was created

from fire, coldness from water, and moistness from
air which equalizes them.

SECTION 5.

The three mothers T"B“R produce in man, male
and female, breast, body and head. The head was

created from fire, the breast from water, and the
body from air, which places them in equilibrium.

SECTION 6.

First Division. God let the leteer Aleph(x) pre-
dominate in primitive air, crowned”” it, combined one
with the other,™ and formed by them the air in the
world, moistness in the year, and the breast in man,
male and female; in male by ©"2"® and in female
by t&"2"N

SECTION 7.
Seconp Division. He let the letter Mem (%) pre-

dominate in primitive water, and crowned it, combined
one with the other, and formed by them the earth,
(including land and sea) coldness in the year, and
the belly in male and female; in male by e’ in

female by :r*z"nm
' SECTION 8.

Thirp Division. He ler the letter Sheen (w) pre-
dominate in primitive fire, crowned it, combined one
with the other, and formed by them, heaven in the
world, heat in the year, and the head of male and
female.™
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SEPHER YEZIRAH
CHATTER 1IV.

SECTION 1.
The seven double letters, maes =3 with a duplicicy
of pronunciation, aspirated and unaspirated, namely:

L, EE L3300 serve as a model of softness and

hardness, strength and weakness.

SECTION 2.
Seven™ double letters ,mses=s3 shall, as it were,
symbolize wisdom, wealth, fruitfulness, life, dominion,

peace and beaut}r.
SECTION 3.

Seven double letters serve to signify the anrithesis
to which human life is exposed. The antithesis of
wisdom is foolishness; of wealth, poverty; of fruic-
fulness, childlessness; of life, death; of dominion,

dependence; of peace, war; and of beauty, ugliness.
4

SECTION 4.

The seven double consonants are analogous to the
six dimensions: height and depth, East and West,
North and South, and the holy temple that stands

in the centre, which carries them all.

SECTION 5.

The double consonants are seven, NTE3723 and not

six, they are seven and not eight; reflect upon this
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

fact, inquire about it, and make it so evident, that™
the Creator be acknowledged to be on His throne
again.

SECTION 6.

The seven double consonants, stamina, having
been designed and established, combined, weighed,
and changed by God, He formed by them: seven
planets in the world, seven days in the year, seven
gates, openings of the senses, in man, male and

female.
SECTION 7.

The seven planets in the world are:™ Sarurn, Jupi-

ter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon. Seven days
in the year are the seven days of the week; seven
gates in man, male and female, are: two eyes, two

ears, two nostrils and the mouth.

SECTION 8.

First Division. He ler the letter 3 predominate in
wisdom, crowned it, combined one with the other and
formed by them: the moon in the world, the firsc
day in the year, and the right eye in man, male and

female.
SECTION 9.

Seconp Division. He let the lerter 3 predominate
in wealth, crowned it, combined one with the other,

and formed by them: Mars in the world, the second
day in the year, and the right ear in man, male and

female.
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

Section 10.

Trhirp Division. He ler the letter 3 predominarte
in producibility, crowned it, combined one with the
other, and formed by them: the sun in the world,
the third day in the year, the right nostril in man,
male and female.

SECTION 11.

Fourta Dwvision. He let the letrer 3 predominare
in life, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Venus in the world, the fourth
day in the year, and the left eye in man, male and

female.
SECTION 12,

Firre Division. He ler the letter © predominare
in dominion, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Mercury in the world, the fifth
day in the year, and the left ear in man, male and
female.

SECTION 13.

SixtH Division. He ler the letter 3 predominate
in peace, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Saturn in the world, the sixch
day in the year, and the left nostril in man, male and
female.

SECTION 14.

SevintH Division. He ler the letter n predominate
in beauty, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Jupiter in the world, the
seventh day in the year, and the mouth of man,
male and female.
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SEPHER YFZIRAH
SECTION 15.

By the seven double consonants, P22 223 were also
designed seven worlds (arares), seven heavens, seven
lands, (probably climates,) seven seas, (probably
around Palestine,) seven rivers, seven deserts, seven
days a week, seven weeks from Passover to Pente-
cost, there is a cycle of seven years, the seventh is
the release year, and after seven release years is ju-

bilee. Hence, God loves the number seven under

the whole heaven.” (In the whole narure.)

SECTION 16,

Two stones build two houses, three stones build
six houses, four build twenty-four houses, five build
one hundred and twenty houses, six build seven
hundred and twenty houses and seven build five
thousand and Fnrt}r'lh' houses. From thence further
go and reckon what the mouth cannot express and

the ear cannot hear.

CHATPTER V.

SECTION 1.

The twelve simple letters P'S"» 0“3 b n ¥

symbolize, as it were, the organs of speaking, think-
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SEPHER YEZIRAH
ing, walking, seeing, hearing, working, coition, smell-

ing, sleep, anger, swallowing and laughing.

SECTION 2.

The twelve simple consonants p*3"% B35 Mu R TN
symbolize also twelve oblique points: east heighr,

north east, east depth, south height, south east, south
depth, west height, south west, west depth, north
height, north west, north depth. They grew wider
and wider to all eternity, and these are the boundaries

of the world.

SECTION 3.

The twelve simple letrers pr8"® B s v*n rY*n

stamina, having been designed, established, com-

bined, weighed and changed by God, He performed

by them: twelve constellations in the world, twelve
months in the year, and twelve leaders (organs) in the

human body, male and female.
SECTION 4.

The twelve constellations in the world are: Aries,
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SEPHER. YEZIRAH

Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio,
Sagitarius, Capricornus, Aquarius and Pisces. The
twelve months of the year are: Nisan, Iyar, Sivan,
Tamus, Ab, Elul, Tishri, Marcheshvan, Kislev,
Teves, Schevat and Adar. The twelve organs of the
human body are : two hands, two feet, two kidneys,
gall, small intestines, liver, gullet‘” or esophagus,
stomach and milt.

SECTION 5.
Firse Part.

First DvisionN. God ler the letrer A predominarte
in speaking, crowned it, combined one with the
other, and formed by them: Aries (the Ram) in the
world, the month Nisan in the year, and the right
foot of the human body, male and female.

SECTION 6.

Seconp Division. He ler the letter Y predominate
in thinking, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Taurus (the Bull) in the world,

the month Iyar in the year and the right kidl‘lE}’ of

the human body, male and female.

SECTION 7.

Thirp Dmvision. He let the letter 1 predominate
in walking, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Gemini (the Twins) in the

world, the month Sivan in the year, and the left foot
of the human body, male and female.

38



M98 ED
b " DR WY DA AHIND TR O
0D N |00 IYa DY WY DY D)
TR DY oD 02 [N MR SR 3% e
O, RY MR 21 WR3 DD Y DY
(3p7P) =23 P T DD MY oo Y
:5intp 13D P

.....

i1 TIJWN
5 e e 1 DRk T RN XD
193 873 R BT W R Y 19 R
PR R} YRR I 07 Mg
A 2R
H = W2 2 ik O LN 28D
TN B73 Y 3 W AR M N2
RPN TP WD IV NP e
J T3en
b =iy mhma 1 nik Poon o 2 832
IO B713 CA O3 T R PN R
R 2L waR SNl 5 e

39



SEPHER YEZIRAH

SECTION 8.

Second  Part.
Fiest Dmvision. He let the letter m predominate
in seeing, crowned ir, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Cancer (the Crab) in the world,

the month Tamus in the year, and the right hand nf_
the human body, male and female.

SECTION 9.

Seconp Division. He let the letter © predominate
in hearing, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Leo (the Lion) in the world,
the month Ab in the year, and the left kidney of the

human body, male and female.

SECTION 10.

Turp Division. He ler the letter ® predominate
in working, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Virgo (the Virgin) in the world,
the month Elul in the year, and the left hand of the

human body, male and female.

SECTION 11.
Third Part.

First Division. He let the letter predominate
in coition, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Libra (the Balance) in the
world, the month Tishri in the year, and the gall of
the human body, male and female.

SECTION 12.
Seconp Dmvision. He let the letter 2 predominate
in smelling, crowned it, combined one with the other,

and formed by them: Scorpio (the Scorpion) in the

world, the month Marcheshvan in the vear, and the
i ; &
small intestines of the human body, male and female.
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SEPHER YEZIRAH
SECTION 13,

Taro Division. He let the letter © predominare
in sleep, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Sagittarius (the Archer) in the
world, the month Kislev in the year, and the stomach
of the human body, male and female.

SECTION 14,
Fourth Part.

First Dmvision. He let the letter » predominate
in anger, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Capricornus (the Goat) in the
world, the month Teves in the year, and the liver in

the human body, male and female.

SECTION 15,

Seconp Division. He let the letter ¥ predominare
in swallowing, crowned it, combined one with the
other, and formed by them: Aquarius (the Warter-
man) in the world, the month Schwat in the year,
and the esophagus of the human body, male and
female. SECTION 16.

Turp Dwvision. He ler the letter p predominate
in laughing, crowned it, combined one with the other,
and formed by them: Pisces (the Fishes) in the world,
the month Adar in the year, and the milc of the
human body, male and female.

He made them as a conflict, drew them up like a
wall; and set one against the other as in warfare.
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SEPHER YEZIRAH
CHATTER VI.

SECTION 1.

These are the three mothers or the first elements,
2" from which emanared three progenitors; prim-
itive air, water and fire, and from which emanated
as their offspring, three progenitors and their oft-
spring, namely: the seven planets and their hosts,

and the twelve oblique points.
SECTION 2.

To confirm this there are faithful witnesses; the

world, year and man, the twelve, the Equipoise, the
heptade, which God regulates like the Dragon,”

(Tali) sphere and the heart.

SECTION 3.

The first elements T*B"K  are air, water and fire;
the fire is above, the water below, and a breath of air

establishes the balance among them. For an illus-
tration may serve, that the fire carries the warter is

the phﬂnetic character of @ which is mute and © is

hissing like fire, there is ® among them, a breath of
air which places them in egilibrium."

SECTION 4.
Dragon (Tali) is in the world like a king upon his

throne, the sphere is in the year like a king in the
empire, and the heart is in the human body like a

" 4 =
klngi‘ in war.
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SEFHERE YEZIRAH
SECTION 5.

God has also set the one over against the other;
the good against the evil, and the evil against the
good; the good proceeds from the good, and the evil
from the evil; the good purifies the bad, and the bad
the good; the good is preserved for the good, and
the evil for the bad ones.

SECTION 6.

There are three of which every one of them stands
by itself; one is in the affirmarive, the other in the

negative and one qualizes them.
SECTION 7.

There are seven of which three are against three,
and one places them in equilibrium. There are twelve
which are all the time at war; three of them produce
love, and three harred, three are animators and three

destroyers.
SECTION 8.

The three that produce love are the heart and the
ears; the three that produce hatred are the liver, the
gall and the tongue; the three animators are the two
nostrils and the mily; and the three destroyers are
the mouth and the two openings of the body; and
God, the faithful King, rules over all from His holy
habitation to all eternity. He is one above three,
three are above seven, seven abowve twelve, and all
are linked together.
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SEPHER YEZIRAH

SECTION 9.

There" are twenty-two letters by which the I am,
Yah, the Lord of hosts, Almighty and Eternal, de-
signed, formed and created by three Sepharim, His
whole world, and formed by them creatures and all
those that will be formed in time to come.

SECTION 10.
When* the patriarch Abraham comprehended the

great truism, revolved it in his mind, conceived it
perfectly, made careful investigations and profound
inquiries, pondered upon it and succeeded in contem-
plations, the Lord of the Universe appeared to him,
called him his friend, made with him a covenant
berween the ten fingers of his hands, which is the
covenant of the tongue,” and the covenant between
the ten toes of his feet, which is the covenant of cir-
cumcision, and said of him: “Before I formed thee

in the belly I knew thee.” (Jer. I, 5.)

48



178 9B 0D
0 OYN
M PRR [TRY DN D oMy o X
O M) OIS M R0 O DGy T
O 91 1571 03 D O N3 0RO oY
0y TOYR 5P DY) M 53 o
SO 130N
2UM PR AT B73 173 DTN 17N
T IPY 53T 11 19Y 7233 12 Ao
A 0 P, A Y 12 h2 O )
M D2 80 Yo PR Y 1 e
“IRUT 032 TR DD THY X

i my 1 nbx ixicha ninix oA t:r'lw W K

mey u~nt:l:n 1B TWIR NVD T3 BN BN ph o3 e
ni’;m

17NN MDD PUODY L RPAD PO

49



SEPHER YEZIRAH

NOTES.

i} Our author maincains cthar chere 85 a frse incelligene, self-existing,
almighty, erernal ruling cause of all chings, and chat an everlasting entiy
produced nonentities by a progression of effects. The divine knowledge, he
adds, differs from the human knowledge in such a degree, thar ic gives ex-
sstence o all char s DMSE TR PPN s o calmudical expression. (See
Trearise Bava Barhra p. 73} It seems o me, thar the author not only
wanted w contradict Plato's assertion thar the Supreme Being had need of a
plan, like the human architect, o conducr the grear design, when he made
the fabric of the Universe, bur also the common belief thar God reasons
and acrs by ideas like a human being. As the propher [saiah exclaimed:
“Behold! God has no ideas like vou, and his ways of acting are nor like
vours.” {Isaiah 45, #—a.)

1) The number thircy-twe @5 not only the fifth power of two, and the
sum of ten units and owenry-rwo leters, bur is also che sum of the first and
last lecrer of the Hebrew Pentareuch, namely: 3 2and 5 30 , equal thircy-
rwo. (See Kusari p. g3, manslared inte German by Do David Cassel)

1} Paths denote powers, effects, kinds, forms, degrees or stages,

4) These Sepharim or three words of similar expression signify: firse,
number, caloulation or idea; second, the word; third, the writng of the
word. The idea, word and writing (of the word), are signs o man for a
thing, and iz not the thing iself, o the Creavor, how ever, idea, word and
writing [of the word) are che thing iself, or as some ancient Rabbis re-
marked: P 3°BR3 AR N2 090 Y50 SR V12T SRR ido,
word and work are one and the same w God." There is an ideal wordd in
the divine intellect, according o which chis sensible world was made. The
difference berween the human and divine manner of thinking admitss no
Comparison.

5} This means co say, thar there has not been any marmer or hyle ex-
isting from all eternity, conmining differenc kinds of primicdve atoms or

maolecules enc, as the Greek philosopher, Anaxagoras, wuoghe, buc thac all
things are the gradual emanarions of one everdasting being. This idea is
then symbolically explained in the next paragraph.

6) The design of the author @5 evidentdy ro deduce the proof of the de-
cade from the phenomena in the naore of man, who is generally considered
the crown or the final cause of the terrestial creadion, and upon whom God
vouchsafed two most precious gifts, namely: the ardiculated word, and the
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NOTES

religivus  elemene  (spirimal  purdty). This passage is explained by Isaac
Satanow in his Hebrew Dicdonary endded Sephath Emeth, p.o g4, b
T5mn ooz nmbnd vEw By mw PEdn o

%0 D oYY BN GYNa & TR Yo sevamnn neswd
MRTD R INME Tmn ThiT ne P nevmn mosbed
The tongue is, as it were, the J0TIEI AT 7203 OF TOART2 *wmM
descriptive pen of all che spiritual issues, and the genital pars are the or-
iginacors of the corporeal substances. Every one of them is an erernal
covenant in order o preserve the human race for ever, according to its rwo-
fold being: body and spiricc. Each working after is own way, physically
and  spirdrually.

7} Like Pyrhagoras, who raughe thar the digic indusive number cen
which are typified in Terrakrys, Terpawru$ namely: 1 plus 2 plus 3
plus 4 egual 10, and which comprise the whole arithmerical system of
natare, erc. Our author endeavors w show the gradual emanation of all
things from God, which were complerely finished in ren spheres.

8) My Hebrew reading is 119751 B 92 30U There are various
readings; therefore Postellus rendered it “restire  figmentum  in locum
suum:”  Rirrangel, “restitue form atorem in throno sus”  Pistorios, “fac
sedere creatorem in throno suo”™ The anthor seems o ridicule here che
Cnosticians whe mainoained cthar Demiurg was the creator of man and che
sensual world.

9] In God is the beginning and he is the boundary of the Universe
Compare also the Talmud trearise Chagigah p. o1z

1) Here is contradicred the system of dicheism, consisting of an erernal
God, the Author of all good and of “Hyld™ or “Saran,” the co-erernal and
co-cqual principle of evil, maincaining that an all-perfect God alone is the
author of all good and evil, and has in his infinite wisdom so wonderfully
contrived the narure of things, cthar physical and moral evil may produce
good, and hence concribure o carry ouc che grear design of the Supreme
Being. Compare also Chap. 6 %,

u} As the infinite series of numbers scarss from one unit, so was the
whole Universe formed a uniry, thar centres in the Godhead.

12} The meaning is, that as the living crearures which the propher saw
in his vision were stricken with such an awe, thar they could nor go any
further o see the divine glory, and had w remurn | so is the decade an erer-
nal secrer o us and we are not permitced o understand . We find dhis
very idea in the Pythagorean system. The disciples of Pythagoras looked
upon the decade as a holy number, and swore by it and by the Tecrakoys
which conmin the number en.

13) Sce above Nowe |, God, idea and word are indivisible.
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14) I adopred here the reading of Judah Halevi, namely: Fi2 25 BN
37 D787 BDN WA with the exceprion of the word W0 because ic is
obvious from “Yezirah," Chap. II, that the author signifies by the word
“Tohw,” nothing, and not something, as Judah Halevi erroneously though.
Maoses Burarel and others well us thar they had before them a correct copy
of“Scpher Yezirah," where it reads: | =pri= b Sy R | prnp T TN
INMBER The same passage is mendoned in the Talmud crearise Chagi-
gah, p. 1z, a, with the addicon of 7RI FRT BASD2 DAFRATEN
B The word DVREIEEN i mandared by Rashi, smeis. Some say it is
2 compound word of Y2 31E%; others of  #31ER %220 oo Bur the
word is not of Semitc orgin: it is, according 1o my opinion, borrowed from
the Greek as the word ¢V2%0 coc, JTAfuy flood DVRSED BYEZR Aood-
stones. The same word is used creatise Beza, p. z4, b, qmbbna et
fish thar are caught from our of the flood

15} According o the author, the space and six dimensions emanared

from the ether.

16} Judah Halevi in his book entided “Kusari,” po o356, ilustrares ic
thus: The Crearor is one, and the space has in the figurative expression
si dimensions. The book “Yezirah,” having ascribed e the Creator some
names in the spirinal language, chooses now in the human language the
fincst sounds which are, as it were, the spirits of the other sounds, namely:
W7 and says, that when the divine will was expressed by such 2 sublime
name, it became thar which the Exaled by praise wished o call forth ac-
cording to the combinaton of 5499 7° Hence it follows, thar the marerial
world was creared in such a way and manner which corresponds with the
material, namely, by the sublime spifreal name, which comesponds with
the macerial name, *S7 AT 0397 #7077 0 and ouc of cach of them

became one dimension of the world, the sphere.

17} The author shows here by the symbol of 2 scale and the phonedc
character of the fundamental lereers 8" 2" ®thar the opposite forces and
the struggle which prevail in the smallest as well as in che largese circles of
creation are appeased and calmed.

18} Meaning ouders, ourgates of the creadve power, formadons.

tg) The word 33Fsignifies joy, and when wansposed, forming the word
P signifies just the contrary, trouble, plague. He means o say, that
the lerters of the words 32F and F22 are the same, bur they signify never-
theless, opposite ideas on account of rransposition. Just as the sphere re-
mains the same during the rotation on ies axis in i serting and in s rising;
yet it appears o us as if it had undergone a grear change on account of ics
different position.
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NOTES

20) My reading is 17V T5D0 102
21) the combination of the wenty-vwo lerers withour permuration is
represeneed in the following cable:
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22) The number of combinations of twenoy-two lerters two and two
without any permutation is according o the mathemadcal formula

n—1 i
R l—] X - —:-1.3 |
2

23] The ancient philosophers mainained thar if God s the fisc cause,
and He is necessarily, He, the immediare effect of Him, as an absoluce unicy,
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can only be again a unity. Hence from a being thar i in every respecr a
unique being, there can only emanate one being; becanse would two essen-
tally and wruly different things issue conjoindy from one being, they can
only proceed from owo differenc things of substance, thar would consequently
admic a division thar is inconceivable. They then pur the question, how
came so many various beings inmo existence? Our auchor s therefore en-
deavoring o show thar cthe whole universe emanated gradually from the
spirit of the one living God.
r4) The reading of Von Jo. Meyer and others is as follows: 9T0%2 539
DELI TRD VAT YT BYTIRY O%T T T T3 ©£nn
=M B3 BTS00 b Mz B0 mor me e v
g B-pb ) R-bRiH R oL s -y e =255 72901 My reading according
e a manuscript of Rabbi Isaac Duria, which [ have preferred o all others,
is thus: BY97172 BYT12Y S2M VTN VIR OR 7297 0D TRRaIEs
e B B2 "Ib":"‘l 15‘1'."1 B2 k DNk 1290 NN CENY UMD SYmn
=37h YRS TR 5D TS A5 LR TR 3O neoiton e
i® 0133 DNZDN BYNTY EYVIDY
24} It has been already mencioned above Chap. i,ﬁ- 1, that God, his idea
and his word are a unity : hence che author signifies by the lewer Aleph
the air from which emanared the creacive speech, erc.
26} Here s meanc: ethercal air, ethereal wacer, ethercal fire, the macro-
cosm, the courses of time and microcosm. Many offspring or derivations
came from the larer three, as their progenirors, as iv is caplained afver-

wards in the chaprer.

27} The author endeavors o show how the creadve divine word became
more condensed and how a new series of productions came our of three
elements.

18} In ancient tmes coldness was considered 1o be a substance. [See
Psalm 147, 17.]

1o} Id est, made ir the reigning power.
10) Mamely, with the mwo other elements.
1) Thar is 1o say a differenc combination of the clements.

1z} According to the opinion of the authar, it may be arranged as follows:

Aleph. Mem. Sheen.
World: Air, Earth, Heaven or Ammosphere.
[Inclusive of Land and Sea.)
Man: Brease, Belly, Head.
Year: Muoistness, Calgm:ﬁs. Hear.

13) The aspirating pronunciation of P in the Greek, was adopred by che
ancicnt Jews in Palestine for the Hebrew lewer ™ They pronocunced it
partly aspirated and pardy unaspiraced. [See D Geiger’s Lehr-und Lese-

buch der Mischnah, p. 22, and Dr. Graewz’s Gnosticismus, p. n7.]
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34) According to the idea of our author, there emanared from the unicy
of God three ethereal clements: primitive air from the spiric, from the air,
primitive warter, and from the wacer, primive fire or ether, our of which
came other spheres of existence in the significant and  highly impormanc
number, seven, from which descended smaller spheres and which produced
again others. He endeavors o show how the ideal became, after numerous
emanations, more condensed, palpable and concrere. The whole creation is
thus conremplaced a5 a pyramid, cerminating in a poinc at the wp wich a
broad basis. [See Dr. Gracee's Gnostcsmus, p. 2]

13) Compare Chaprer I, Section 3, MNow, &
36) The order of the planens (induding the Sun) is scared here according

to the Prolemaic sysrem which was in vogue even among the learned men
tll the middle of the fifteenth century, namely: Moon, Mercury, Venus,
Sun, Mars, Jupiter and Samrn. Buc this amangement is undoubredly an
interpolation of a later cime, as the author of the book. “Yezirah™ lived
many years before Polemy. And indeed Prof. Jo. Friedrich Von Mever
and others of reliable auchority had in their copies of “Yezirah” the follow-
i|'_|gI arder: - -] DT: "ﬂ:ﬁ i‘-::h =273 [”IM MR Mg_rj1 J|_1|:|i|:,:|:'r

Sarurn, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Sun.

37) Philo (Allegor 1 g2} after having called arention o the facr thar
the heprade is to be found in many biblical laws, in the vowels of the Greek

language, in the gamur and in the organs of the human body, exclaims,
similar o our author: “The whole nature exules in che heprade!™

38) The rule for permurarion is as follows : (n—) nLrx 2 x 3 x 4x 5256
i7==4o40. 1t our editon it reads: *2°53 P3O gecbn DTN Five
thousand and four houses, which is obviously a mistake, it should read:
so40 houses. BRN2 BEFENAN e~cha DTan

391 1 read D93 insread of =T for owo reasons. In che fiest
place, the same thing is mendoned afterwards, and in the second place, it is
proved by the expression FIBY92 thar the author meant D3%3nd noc
SRR

40) Some maincain that by the expression Tali s undersood the con-
scellation Drraco or Dragon, which 15 a very large constelladion exvending
for a great length from East o Wesn; beginning ar the il which lies half
way beoween the Pointers and the Pole Star, and winding round berween
the Grear and Lircle Bear by a continued succession of bright stars from 5
w 1o degrees asunder, it coils round under the feer of che Linle Bear, sweeps
round the pole of the eclipric, and terminaces in a trapezium formed by four
conspicuous sors from 3o o 35 degrees from North Pole. Dr. Sreinshneider
(sec Magazin fuer Licerarur des Awuslandes, 1845) and Dre. Cassel (in his

commentary o the book endded Kusari,) mainmain chac the ancienc Jewish
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astronomers signified by the word Tali, not che conseelladon Draco, bur
the line which joins together the owo poines in which the orbic of the moon
incercepts the edipic (Dragon's head and wail). Dr. Cassel & of the opinion
that our aucthor meanc here, probably the invisible, celestial or universal
axis thar carries the whole Universe,

41) Our aucthor means o say thar the warer has a grear dispasition o
unite irself with the caloric, thus for instance is the fire larenc in sceam,
bur the air equipoises them.

4z} The meaning s, a5 God is the centre of the Universe, so have the
macrocosm, the seasons and emperature and the microcosm, cheir cenores
receiving power from the princpal cenme o regulae and rule.

43) The subsmance of this Mishnah s mencioned in the Talmud creatise
Berachoth, p. 4, a. ir reads there: 357 2979 39 9S8 7797 29 O5n
PN BARD YIS WS o oz Bubea “Rab jehudah scated
in the name of Rab, thar Bezalel underscood o combine lecrers by which
heaven and earth were creared” To this the commentaor Rashi adds:
a5 it is tught in the book Yezirah' It is undoubredly cercain dhar the
book Yezxirah, or a cosmogony as ic is represented chere, was known to Bab,
who was a disciple of Jehud ah Hanasi, during the second part of the second
cenmury. (. E) Sec creatise Berachoth, p. 45 a2, where the commentacor
Bashi referred to the book Yezirah

44) This whole paragraph is an interpolation of an unknown hand, as i

can be easily proved.

45) I have rmanslared according o the reading of Rabbi Judah Halevi.
The reading of Rabbi Luria is as follows: D0 2507 9982 €
T2 Ma =57 Ena T,:lh'l BYR2 19TR TT0 hr 1) A msia
“He fastened owenty-two letoers on M 9T? EWT3 T PaTa
his tongue and revealed o him His mystery, He drew chem by warer, kin-
died them by fire and thundered them by the wind, He lighted them by
seven, and rules them by owelve consrellaions.” Piscor. renders = “Tranar
per aquam, accendic in igne grandine signavir in dere. Disposuic cum sep-
rem et gubernavic cum ducdecim.” Postellus’ version is: “Arraxic cum
in aqua, accendit in spirime, inflammavic in seprem apratum cum duodecim
signis.” Meyer wanslares i: “Er zog sie miv Wasser, minder sic an mic
Feuer, erregre sie mic Geist, vebrannee sic mic sieben, goss sic aus mir den
zwoclf Gestrnen.”
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GLOSSARY

OF
RABBINICAL WORDS.
N
P.“-E i To adhere, eohere. VI, 8.
T [Syriac MR Greek afip | Air. I1,..
nig « Sign. letter; 'ﬁn‘: niniR fundamental letters. 1, 1.
‘Ié“ﬂ ad. !|5‘R‘I {¥21 hinc et ulterius; from now further. IV 16
b adi These. Equals the biblical ;a5 VI, 1
ﬁﬂ?&g adj.  [Greek Adfov] Oblique, diagnnral direction. ¥, 2
ﬂ"!‘?l:.' .:r:. Middle. centre. I, 2.

32
-m . Clearness, perspicuity. 1. 3. i“'lll '511 "lTI Twpm
A e
and put the subject in a clear ]_mmt of view.

m . Division. V, 5.

ORI2er DN Composed of .I:I"HE‘]“Bmmttmg & berween them.
I, 1. [See Duke's Sprache der Mischnah, p. 68.]

b

A Back. "B3 2 upon the back id est, upon or above.
VI, &

LTI Bady, substance II, 5.

5;')] . Circle, celestial orb, or Sphere. 11, 4.
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1

“3 Word. 1, B

ul

=T = Think, muse, meditare, reflect. I, 7.

L #. Beflection, meditation. Y, 1.

1

m:E . Innocence, purity, godliness, merdc II, 1

n

nain oa Misdeed, trespass. I1, 1.

w
=0 @ T return, to turn one’s self round. 11, 5.

-t

nﬁ")ﬂ . Rotation; from B'Jl:l to dance round. 11, 5.

o]

Limp . Mile, spleen. Y, 4.

2
Imar]u?_:chu Here, there; ]u;pthen:e, from thence. [Y, 16
:f:ﬁ: . Star; especially the plane Mercury. IV, 7.
P2piel N2« Direct ﬁ?pdim::rd, sitaated. I, 2.
M #. Ugliness. IY, 3.
N3 or 'l'|‘._='+ adr. So, thus, [, 7.

V2 Hiph ¥ON V. To intervene in any thing, to mediae the
Deace, accomodare a quarrel. 11, 1.

ﬂﬂf‘ﬂ? n. Earing, swallowing. V, 1.

TI-?‘H? ade.  Composed of the words “.".'J and 2 According to
that, therefore. IV, 15.
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GLOSSARY

ja)
The planer Mars. TV, 7.
Measure, quality, divine attribuee. [, 4.
Doetrine, lesson, paragraph.

Constellations; especially the twelve signs of the
Fodiac, WV, 3 :‘ﬂﬁnz happy constellation.
¥ )

It is a particle like,® as; it is added the word o
kind, denoting: as a kind of, like, as. II, 4.
Chald. inf 9980 or M0 To speak, command. 11, 5.

Substance, realicy. II, 5.
Rampart, a floor, pavement. [, &,
Gall. V, 4

See .J!'I‘.'I Iv, 1.

J

With & 3 following after it, signifies: o make use
of any th'lng. v, 1.

The planet Venus. IV, 7.

Chald. Srick in, fasten, conjoin, connect. I, 6.

Opening. IV, 8.

D

Arrange. V, 16

onueiov Sipn, illustration. II, 4. [See Geiger’s
Lesestiicke der Mishnah, p. 121]

Finished; the end (of a book or chapter.)

Y

Contention, rivalry. V, 6.

Future. II, 2.

39



SEFHER YEZIRAH

== S Chapter, section,

v

Bie ael]. Divested of clothes, undressed, simple. I, 8.

4

P n The planet Jupiter. IV, 7.

> Appearance. I, 5.

l'|'1_l"' e Refine, melt together, connect, combine. II, 2.
P

To fix, to fasten. I, §. 11, 3.

P
nI*pornap a. Stomach. V, 4.

Rp nr]?r:ll"rtp #. Swomach, V, 4

1

n:m . Argument, evidence. VI, 2

MRy Sight. vV, L

L]

H:'f'll . Fedundancy of water, moistness. 1L 4
m e« Smell. WV, L

e
*i.ll:lﬂ? n. The planet Saturn, IV, 7,
ﬂrﬂ‘? #. Speaking. V. L.
H]g“'ﬂl? . Hearing, V, 1.
hj;ﬁ v Tor serve. [, 8.
n
"'J'l:l #. The constellation Draco or Dragon. V1, 2
EPOR . Coition. V, L

ry -

EEEWE’?E-R To seize, to take hold of

i)
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