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Tips for completing a Notice of Intended Marriage (NOIM) from 1 September 2021 

The Marriage Law and Celebrants Section has prepared this document to give Commonwealth-registered marriage celebrants additional practical guidance on issues 
to consider when completing Notices of Intended Marriage.  

 

 

 

  

One month’s notice:  
The wedding date must be at least one month from the date the NOIM is 

lodged. ‘Month’ means a period starting at the start of any day of one of the 
calendar months; and ending immediately before the start of the corresponding 

day of the next calendar month, or if there is no such day – at the end of the 
next calendar month.  

 Change of venue:  
There is no problem if the parties change their wedding venue after a NOIM has 

been completed. This section can be updated to reflect a last-minute change.  

 Items 1 & 4 – Description & Gender:  
It is up to each party to decide which option they want to use to describe 

themselves in the marriage forms, and item 4 (Gender) is optional. 

 Items 2 & 3 – Names:  
Each person’s name should be an exact match with their identification 

documents. For example, a celebrant cannot enter ‘Tess’ for ‘Theresa’ or ‘Bob’ 
for ‘Robert’ unless they have legally changed their names.  

 

Item 10 – Related parties:  
Under Australian law, marriages are prohibited between certain parties such 
as a marriage between persons already married to each other, a person and 

their grandparent or grandchild, birth or adopted parents and child, or sibling or 
half-sibling (s23B(1)(b) of the Marriage Act 1961). Related parties who may 
marry include cousins, an uncle and his niece or nephew, an aunt and her 

nephew or niece.  

 

Item 7 – Conjugal status:  
Some people have complex conjugal histories. If a party has been previously 
married, their conjugal status should reflect the way their last marriage ended. 
A NOIM can be received by a celebrant even though a party is, or both parties 

are, still married to another person at the date of receipt of the NOIM. The 
‘Divorce pending’ box can be checked at the time of submitting the NOIM, but 
the marriage can only be solemnised after evidence of the divorce has been 

given to the celebrant. 
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Items 11 to 16 – Parties’ parents:  
It is up to the parties to list their parents using the names as they know them by. 
Parties do not need to supply evidence of their parents’ names or countries of 

birth. 

 

Electronic signatures:  
The Electronic Transactions Act 1999 applies to the Marriage Act 1961. This 

means that couples, celebrants, and witnesses may complete the NOIM 
electronically. For further information see the fact sheet on Authorised celebrant 

obligations in an online environment. 

 
Witnessing signatures:  

It is possible for one party to sign a NOIM on a different date to the other party 
and this may involve a different witness. For example, one party may be 

interstate or overseas in the lead up to the marriage. The authorised witness 
must sight the signature being completed and then sign and date the NOIM 

themselves.  

 

https://www.ag.gov.au/families-and-marriage/publications/authorised-celebrant-obligations-online-environment
https://www.ag.gov.au/families-and-marriage/publications/authorised-celebrant-obligations-online-environment
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Item 18 – Notice received:  
A celebrant can receive a NOIM once completed and signed by at least one 

party, when the signature of the other party cannot conveniently be obtained at 
least one month prior to the proposed ceremony, for example, where one party 
is overseas, and provided the other party signs the NOIM in the presence of the 

celebrant before the marriage is solemnised 

 

Item 29 – Happily Ever Before and After:  
The celebrant should give each party the Happily Ever Before and After 

brochure as soon as possible after receiving the NOIM.  
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Date marriage solemnised:  
The date should not be filled in until after the ceremony has occurred. 

Ceremony used:  
If the celebrant performed a civil ceremony, they must insert ‘Marriage Act 

1961’. If religious rites were used, the marriage celebrant should enter the rites 
of their religious organisation as it appears on the Register of Marriage 

Celebrants.  

Transfer of NOIM:  
The new celebrant, after receiving a NOIM from the original celebrant, may 

record the transfer details in this section. 


