
Proper Dog-to-Dog Introductions in the Home 

How to safely introduce dogs to one another. Proper dog­
to-dog introductions are key to safely adding a new dog to 
your home, and ensuring all canine family members will 
coexist peacefully. 
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DOG INTRODUCTION OVERVIEW 

1. Evaluate your own dogs and make wise choices about new canine family 

members. 

2. Plan your introductions - time, place, and process - to optimize your potential 

for success in adding a new dog to your existing pack. 

3. Enlist the aid of a professional behavior consultant, or knowledgeable friend, to 

help handle dogs during introductions and ensure the safety of all participants. 

You're contemplating the addition of another canine family member to your pack. You've 

thought it through and are convinced that it's the right time. Perhaps you have your eye 

on a homeless dog at your local shelter or a rescue dog staying temporarily in a foster 

home. Maybe the long-awaited puppy from that carefully researched breeder is due 

soon, or a friend or family member has asked you to take in a dog that they must 

rehome. However you plan to acquire your new canine companion, if you already have 

dogs in your home, you'll need to prepare for the potentially stressful process known as 

"new dog introduction." 

Such was the case for us recently when my husband Paul, director of the Humane 

Society of Washington County, Maryland, warned me that he was falling for Missy, an 

eight-year-old red merle Australian Shepherd who had been surrendered by her owner 

Trainer Message:  While this article is lengthy, please note that the information involves a trainer's 
experiences and the activities, and introductions, are meant to be attempted over time!  Please 
supervise dogs/puppies extensively during the 2-week shutdown and slowly release the dogs/pups to 
play and interact as you move forward!  Reach out to a trained professional if you feel like the 
introductions are not going well and you need support!







Number of Skilled Dog Handlers 

Ideally, you'll want one handler per dog. One skilled handler, that is. Someone who 

panics and intervenes unnecessarily can botch the whole job by adding stress to dogs 

who are still sorting out relationships. 

Barring skilled handlers, at least find handlers who are good at following instructions 

and don't succumb easily to hysterical behavior. If you can't find those, you're better off 

with fewer handlers, although you should have at least one other person present, if for 

no other reason then to help you if the situation gets out of hand. 

Life is rarely ideal. Because of our truncated time frame for introductions with Missy, our 

options for multiple handlers were limited. Paul had to work, my other trainers weren't 

available, so it was up to me and my full-time associate, Shirley, to play referee for our 

pack introductions. I was only really worried about Dubhy's reaction to Missy; it's difficult 

to predict how he'll respond to a new dog, but we have added two canines to our family 

successfully since the emergence of his dog reactive/aggressive behavior, so my hopes 

were high. 

Each Dog's Personality and History 

You may not know much about the newcomer, especially if she's a rescue or shelter dog. 

You should, however, have a pretty good sense of your own dogs' canine social skills. Do 

they play well with others at the dog park? During playtime at good manners class? With 

their own packmates? How do they act with doggie visitors to their home? During chance 

encounters with other canines on the streets? 

If you have reason to believe that your dogs are anything less than gregarious with 

conspecifics (others of their own species) due to a history of aggressive behavior with 

other dogs, or if you just aren't confident about refereeing the introductions yourself, 

you might do well to engage the services of a qualified behavior professional. She will be 

able to help you read and understand your dogs' body language, and optimize the 

potential for success. 







Stay Calm! 

It's important that you stay calm and relaxed during this process. If you jerk or tighten 

the leash or yell at the dogs, you'll add stress to the situation and make it more difficult 

for them to relax. 

Say you see signs that the dogs have relaxed with each other; this is where your 

experience and instincts come into play. You may decide to proceed with dropped-leash 

greetings. Or you may choose to end the introduction for the time being. It's better to 

err on the side of caution, and do several more on-leash sessions to make sure the dogs 

are comfortable with each other. Meanwhile, you'll need to manage the dogs so they 

don't have free access to each other. If you're not confident in your judgment about 

body language, you may choose to enlist the help of a professional at this point in the 

process. 

If tensions between the dogs escalate or maintain at the same level of intensity despite 

your on-leash work over several sessions, the wise choice may be to look for a different 

dog to adopt into your home. Alternatively, you may want to do ongoing work with a 

behavior professional to try to make the relationship work, knowing that management 

may be a large part of your life for the foreseeable future. 

Be careful if you see no interaction between the two dogs you're introducing. What 

appears to be calm acceptance of each other may in fact be avoidance, where neither 

dog is comfortable with the other and they deal with it by not dealing with it. The 

problem with this is that sooner or later the dogs will interact if they're both living in 

your home, and the discomfort may well develop into aggression. I really want to see 

some interaction between dogs in order to make a decision about adoption. 

I chose to introduce Lucy and Missy first. Shirley held Lucy on-leash at one end of 

the training center, while I entered with Missy on-leash at the other end. Both 

dogs appeared relaxed and interested in each other. We approached to a distance 

of 10 feet and dropped leashes. The two dogs sniffed and circled, with Lucy 







favored spaces in the house, but these incidents are minor and manageable. We've not 

had a whisper of inappropriate behavior from Dubhy toward Missy since his citronella 

experience - in fact, the two of them occasionally play together. Bonnie, as always, is no 

trouble at all. I hope all of your new family introductions go as well as ours did. 
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