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before he arrived in Montana.
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I declare, that�s a jolly splendid tale, my good friend.

The Thursday before the annual communication, the Montana Masonic Foundation
 hosted a barbecue.

The 158th Annual Communication
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who assisted with the setup and takedown of the barbecue.
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The 158th Annual Communication
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The 158th Annual Communication
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Lodge of Military Tribute



Montana Freemason                                                    Page 10                                        Aug/Sept 2024  Volume 100 No. 4

The members of Helena No. 3 who were Grand Masters

Introducing the
Grand Master of Montana

2024-2025

Most Worshipful Brother Samuel Hugh Whitehead is a healthcare
professional, Masonic leader, and devoted family man who embodies a life

Montana. He was a graduate of Cascade High School. He graduated from
the University of Montana with an RN degree. Brother Sam is employed by
the Montana VA Healthcare System at the Fort Harrison VA Medical Center.

Master Councilor of the newly formed William D. Cummings Chapter in 

advisor for more than two decades, guiding and mentoring many young

Sam followed in the footsteps of his grandfather Hugh and father Glenn, who were both Past Masters
and proud of their family heritage in Freemasonry. Brother Sam received his Masonic degrees at Meridian

various Masonic Bodies, including the International Supreme Council of the Order of DeMolay, Helena
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Grand Lodge of AF&AM of Montana
Grand Lodge officers 2024-2025

Grand Organist.

Grand Warden, Daniel Gardiner, Grand Secretary.
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Lodge of military tribute at Grand lodge of montana

the Lodge of Military Tribute during their Annual Communication held in Helena. There were 51 military veterans

A Lodge of Military Tribute is a ceremony preformed in an untiled Lodge setting. It was written and started in Long

honor the men and women who have served or are currently serving in the Uniformed Services.

THE HONOREES

More pictures can be found at Longpinelodge.org
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150 years ago, it still generates popular interest in our
books, movies, and current news. In the last year, Civil
War statues have been defaced and torn down with little
or no thought (regard) as to what they commemorate or

of the war, there are still many details that we might not
know, not the least of which involve Masonry.

the Union were all factors that created a national 
environment of divisiveness that resulted in secession 
and the outbreak of war in 1861. Political opinions were 

Lincoln was a minority president in 1860 polling less than
40% of the popular vote, and won none of the electoral

election, southern states began seceding from the
Union.

of the newly elected President was
the appointment of cabinet members

Lincoln was a dark horse candidate at the
Republican National Convention in the 
summer of 1860, while the real power
brokers in contention for the nomination 
were men with national name recognition 

Salmon P. Chase of Ohio and Senator
Simon Cameron of Pennsylvania were all
serious contenders for the nomination,
and when Lincoln was actually elected,
they would all serve as cabinet members.

cabinet members were (http://bessel.org Union Cabinet

What many thought would be a short war bogged down
into an evenly matched struggle. Both the North and

leadership necessary to win the war. In July of 1863, the

the Mississippi River when Vicksburg surrendered and

had turned, and the North moved forward slowly but
steadily.

By 1864 the political mood in the North had changed 
from the previous election of four years before. For many
northerners the purpose for the war had changed from

wing of the Republican Party, known as the Radicals,
was a growing force that advocated punishment of
the South once the war was over. Northern Democrats
were also divided, with some as staunch unionists while

another growing trend was to end the war by means of a 
negotiated peace. It was in this tumultuous environment
that Abraham Lincoln deemed it necessary to make
changes.

which would allow any seceded state to be readmitted to

election swore allegiance to the Union. While benevolent
in its approach, Congress would hear
none of it. Another change that Lincoln
made dealt with the 1864 Presidential 

had been Hannibal Hamlin of Maine.

against slavery, and had been placed on
the 1860 ballot to balance the ticket with
Lincoln, a Westerner. Hamlin contributed
little during his four years as Vice President,
and in 1864, he was replaced by Andrew
Johnson, the war governor of Tennessee.

At the time, and even today, Johnson 

running mate. Johnson was a Democrat

Legislature before becoming a Congressman, Governor,

of Tennessee by Lincoln. By choosing Johnson as
VP, Lincoln sought to use a consolatory approach in
redeeming the seceded states. While Johnson may have

caused more concerns and animosity than intended. 

with many Republicans in Washington. He had been a
slaveholder prior to the war. He, like Lincoln, favored a
lenient approach in handling the seceded states at wars

when Lincoln was assassinated, and Johnson was sworn
in as President.

ANDREW JOHNSON – THE MASONIC TIE

Andrew Johnson
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to punish the South for the war. Former Confederate 

military forces served as occupation forces in the
South, and all males who had served in the Confederate
military or government were disenfranchised. Johnson
favored freeing the slaves but resisted the creation

amendment, which passed the Senate in July 1866 and

who engaged in insurrection against the United States

(Unites States Senate � Landmark Legislation: The 14th

without the approval of the Senate. Johnson vetoed this 

11 impeachment charges were drawn up against him for

Just as today the impeachment trial took place before
the Senate and took two months to conduct. On May
16, the vote was taken but the outcome would have

majority in the Senate. Johnson still had some support
in the Senate, while other Senators had issues regarding

vote was taken, the vote of seven Republicans was still 
undecided. In a highly dramatic

of Kansas, stunned the chamber 

impeachment failed by one vote.

History has contended that Ross

before how he would vote. Others
believe that Ross was bribed and

impeachment. No matter what

castigated by many Republicans. In a reelection bid in

change political parties and become a Democrat. He

President Grover Cleveland. Ross lived out the rest of his

Andrew Johnson served out the balance of his presidential

Tennessee. While many would have sought a peaceful

the Senate in March 1875. He died in July of that same
year of a stroke.

Former Presidents are often ranked as to their capabilities, 

contribution is often dependent on the whims of the 
economy, serving during a successful war, or having
favorable legislation enacted during their tenure in

for his ongoing struggle to survive in the presidency. Any 
positive things that did occur historically during his time 
as President he receives no credit including the purchase
of Alaska from Russia, Nebraska became the 37th state

were in contact following the impeachment trial. Both 

manners. It is noteworthy, though, that both men were
Masons. Johnson was a member of Greeneville Lodge

into the Scottish Rite with the degrees conferred in the 

Perhaps he felt compelled to vote a certain moral
principle�.to always do the right thing!



Brian J. Murphy
1960-2024

Most Worshipful Grand Master
2015-2016

Helena, Montana. He was the adopted son of Harry (Pat) and Doris Murphy of
Circle, Montana. Raised on Murphy Ranch, twenty miles west of Circle, Brian
grew up docking lambs, branding cattle, and recalled, most fondly, endless

Montana, transferring to Montana State University, where he graduated in

graphic designer. 

For over eight years, Brian was Chapter Dad Advisor of Ross C. Jensen Chapter Order of DeMolay in

demographically. RCJ Chapter of that era also produced two State Master Councilors and remains

and MW Grand Master Murphy presided over the event. He was also past President of the Montana

Most Worshipful Past Grand Master Murphy passed to the Celestial Lodge above on September

conscientiously, he will surely hear from Him who reviews each human life, no condemnation, no



Gerald L. Anderson
1949-2024

Most Worshipful Grand Master
2017-2018

Most Worshipful Brother Gerald Leroy Anderson (Jerry) was born
in Turlock, California, on July 31, 1949, then traveling south 6 miles
and growing up on a dairy farm in Hilmar, California, where he
attended Elementary and High School, and graduated from High
School in 1967. Following High School, he then attended Modesto
Junior College in Modesto California. After college, RW Bro. Jerry 
went into the insurance industry.
  
Moving to Montana in the early 1970s, settling in Missoula, and working the entire state
to build up a client base, RW Bro. Jerry eventually started his own insurance agency.
He worked with New York Life Insurance Company for Life Insurance and Investment
products, using Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Montana for Health insurance needs of his

grandchildren. Living in Montana allowed them to raise their children in an environment 
they all cherished.
  

as an Entered Apprentice on October 18, 1993, Passed to the degree of a Fellowcraft on
April 18, 1994, and Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason on May 20, 1994, in

occasions. He was also a member of the York Rite, Scottish Rite, and Bagdad Shrine. He

Tom Lund in 2008 in Helena, Montana. Brother Gerald L. Anderson was elected as Most
Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Montana for 2017-2018.

With his family at his side, Most Worshipful Past Grand Master Anderson passed to the

the working tools of life, and having wrought well and conscientiously, he will surely hear
from Him who reviews each human life, no condemnation, no censured, no reproach, 
but those life-giving, soul strengthening words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
He will be missed.
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A wonderful day at the Elbow Creek Rendezvous with
GM Whitehead and also raised a new Master Mason

MW Sam Whitehead visiting Dillon Lodge No. 16.














































