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Preface

This is an edited version of an original manuscript “Cornelius
Hedges Uncommon Hero of the Common Life” provided by Brother
Thomas E. White to the Grand Lodge of Montana.

Among the primary tools used were the voluminous journals
kept by Most Worshipful Brother Cornelius Hedges. The edited
version includes corrections and additions to text and incorporates
photos and associated graphics. The general subject 1s of interest
to the Masons of Montana and the need to make this available 1s
a testimony to the value of the manuscript as 1t was meant to be
read and studied! Beyond the subject matter, this work contains a
tabulous and scholarly history of Freemasonry in Montana and the
development of Montana into a State; now profusely populated with
Lustrations.

The intent behind this project was to preserve the manuscript
and intent of Thomas E. White and. provide a great Masonic history
book. The book has been scanned, edited and copyrighted by the
Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M. of Montana by Reid L. Gardiner, Grand
Secretary, with the intent that it can be available in book form and
or used for on-screen reading enjoyment. Certainly, it serves as an
clectronic research treasure.

The electronic release of this book was coordinated with the
sesquicentennial of the Grand Lodge Ancient Free and Accepted

Masons of Montana.
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Introduction

The historian Thomas Carlyle once said in his treatise On
History that “History 1s the essence of innumerable biographies.”
Montana’s history can perhaps be well examined in that manner.
The personalities of Nathamiel P. Langford, Wilbur F. Sanders,
Conrad Kohrs, W. W. (*Brother Van") Van Orsdel, Granville Stuart,
Joseph K. Toole, and Samuel T. Hauser are representative of those
who contributed much to the early years of Montana’s growth. The
names of Conrad Kohrs, Nelson Story and Granville Stuart are
prominent important figures in the cattle industry. Samuel T. Hauser
and C. A. Broadwater have left their marks on our state’s history
because of their banking and numerous other business interests.
Marcus Daly, William A. Clark, F. Augustus Heinze, and Tommy
Cruse are well-known in mining developments. William Clagett,
Martin McGinnis, Benjamin F. Potts, Joseph K. Toole, Wilbur F.
Sanders, and Thomas J. Walsh have been rightly recognized for their
contributions to Montana through the media of politics. However,
there is one important phase of the development of Montana which
has somewhat regrettably been neglected. That aspect 1s its cultural
and non-material growth, with all its facets social, moral, intellectual,
educational, aesthetic, and religious. One personality shines most
brightly in this composite field that of Cornelius Hedges.

Among these early pioneers a significant number of them
were Freemasons including: Langford, Sanders, Kohrs, Toole,
Story, Hauser, Broadwater. Sanders served as Grand Master in
| 868; Clark served as Grand Master in 1877. Both Sanders and

Clark would go on to serve as US Senator.

Although the motivation of the magnates of cattle, banking,
business, mining, and politics was largely the material gain and
emolument, the motivation of Cornelius Hedges was his dedication
to promote a better place to live in a not so perfect world.
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Foreword

[ am not what Helenans call a “local.” for I didn’t grow up
and go to high school in Helena--and I've only been here since
1977. By osmosis, however, for over three decades I've learned
a lot about Montana history: Copper Kings, Charlie Russell, The
Great Blizzard, and The Montana Power Company, and such. Yet,
| knew little of the ins-and-outs of local Helena history. That’s all
changed now, for I have been lucky enough to have read For This
and Succeeding Generations: The Cornelius Hedges Story, ed. Reid
L. Gardiner.

I am not a Mason myself, but I am from Missouri, | know that
Harry Truman and earlier presidents were Masons, and in the “Show
Me!™ tradition, I did get a personal tour of the Masonic Museum at
425 N. Park, Helena, Montana and had my interest tweaked about
local Masonic activities. So, when given the opportunity to read
the biographical work on Judge Hedges, edited by my friend Reid
Gardiner, | jumped at the chance.

Having long ago written several works on European frontier
institution builders (my dissertation was on Boniface and my long-
out-of-print book was called Pioneers of Catholic Europe), 1 was
very interested in how, in the American West, one man could,
through hard work and unyielding dedication, help establish both a
town and a state. The answer is *“in the book,” as they say.

Well illustrated, the book is full of incredible vignettes about
Hedges being the driving force behind such diverse activities as:
building a competent education system in Montana; developing a
great local public library; organizing a non-commercialized national
park to protect Yellowstone; and even working hard to build the
personal and work skills of a transient who ended out in his basement.

I recommend this book to anyone interested in Helena, Montana,
and Masonic history. And just remember, when Hedges was doing
his most important work, there were no telephones and travel was
measured in miles per day, not hour.

Frederick J. Cowie, Ph.D.
Helena, MT
2015
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Mount Helena from Judge Hedges” house.
Painting by Fred Cowie.
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Chapter 1
A Portrait of Stewardship

Cornelius Hedges exerted a major influence on the cultural, social,
moral, intellectual, aesthetic, and religious development of early
Montana. The major contributions which Cornelius Hedges made
to Montana and our Nation are those which have stood the tests of
time and are living memorials to this early Montana pioneer. Brother
Comnelius Hedges was significantly involved in the movement for
a National Park system, development of an adequate system of
Territorial public schools in Montana, Helena Public Library, and
the development of Freemasonry as a cohesive element in Montana
society.

In considering the representative and constructive men of the state
of Montana the name of the Cornelius Hedges comes immediately to
mind, for he impressed himself indelibly on his generation through
his sturdy integrity, his manly virtue, the force of his natural powers
of judgment and his unselfish labors in the cause of patriotism and
progress.

While faithful to every local interest in Helena, his subsequent
activities covered the state, and was prominent in the great
development which followed. In the beginning he put himself on
the side of those who were determined Montana should be a safe
haven for all who wished to live there and from that time to the
day of his death his talents and his time were always at the service
of his community and his state. In those early days there were few
of the pioneers who had the education of Judge Hedges. He came
to this then wild country and became one with the people. Never
a self-seeker, his ability was soon recognized and whenever there
was need for a service which it was thought could not be so well
performed by anyone else.

But Judge Hedges was not only an educated man and student; he
was 1n every sense a pioneer. He won the confidence of the miners
and of the rough element as well, and his kindly counsels often
those days prevented serious conflicts and attempts to overturn the
authority of the laws made by the miners. As the territory and state
grew there was a place for Judge Hedges. Whether at the head of the
territorial educational system, a judge of court, the representative
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of the United States government as its district attorney, or the editor
of the leading daily papers of the state, Judge Hedges was a power
for good, and for the development of the best in Montana.

The great work done by Cornelius Hedges for Montana will be
more appreciated as the years pass. There are a few who know
what a dominant personality he was in placing before the world the
beauties of the Yellowstone National Park. He was a member of the
expedition which visited the park and told of its attractions to the
world. Always modest and keeping in the background, others have
reaped much of the credit that should have gone to him in connection
with the setting aside of the park as a national pleasure ground.

The Helena public library owes more to Judge Hedges than to
any other for its present efficiency. In the late years to it he devoted
much of his time, and its good work was his pride. Above and
beyond all, Judge Hedges was a loyal Montanan. He went through
the good times and the hard ones, and never did he lose faith in
the greatness of the state and its future. As it was with the state, so
with his adopted city Helena, which for so many years had been
his home. was to him the one place in all the world and he was the
friend of every man and woman in it.

Thoughtful, kind, charitable, ever ready to heed the call of the
unfortunate, without selfishness or guile, no better man has ever
lived in Montana, nor to any. 1s there a higher need of praise due for
what he did and gave to Montana.

Because of his abiding faith in the essential goodness of his
fellow men, his moral beliefs which governed his daily life, his
multifarious interests and avenues of activity, and his dedication to
the improvement of Montana and the world around him, Cornelius
Hedges was one of the prime forces responsible for the cultural,
social, moral, intellectual, aesthetic, and religious development of
Montana in her formative years.

As we look back the most important aspects of Hedges’ life will
show his major contributions to Montana, along with the necessary
material endeavors for a comfortable existence for himself and his
family, and economic ventures for support of himself and his family,
the National Park idea, education, the Helena Public Library, literary
ability, his love of books and knowledge, Masonic activities and
writings, and religion.
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Figure 1. Cornelius Hedges, age 19, 1850.
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Figure 2 The Hedges family Arms.

The family motto “Vix ea nostra voco” means “I scarcely
call these thing our own™ or “with difficulty do T call these things
ours”, it relates to the principle of stewardship and certainly is
appropriate for Cornelius Hedges.
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Chapter 2
The Indefatigable Cornelius Hedges

It 1s necessary to become familiar with the life of this outstanding
Montana Pioneer. Knowledge of his life will help in appreciating his
philosophy on life and place in proper context.

The book “Progressive Men of the State of Montana™ sums up
Cornelius Hedges best.

“Judge Cornelius Hedges - among the prominent men whose lives
and characters are familiar to almost every householder in Montana,
Judge Hedges stands out clear and sharp. The lives of some shine out
as grand examples of prosperity and success achieved through the
various channels of indusiry; by wonderful accomplishments in the
realms of scientific research; in the forum, or through the medium of
special qualities which leave an impress upon the tablets of memory
that will live forever.™

In reviewing the life of Judge Hedges the latter thought seems
particularly appropriate. He is not the man who seeks to blazon his
deeds for personal gratification, or from motives of ambition to
perform some act that would mark him for a time as a central figure.
On the contrary, he 1s recognized as a splendid type of that manhood
which the infinite Creator made it possible for all men to be.

To those who know him best, and for years have watched the
growth and development of that inward greatness which 1s his and is
felt when in his presence, though unseen, the beauty of his character
1s more thoroughly understood and the marvel is that nature seldom
makes a man like him.

Cornelius Hedges was born on October 28, 1831, at Westfield,
Massachusetts, in the Connecticut River valley near Springfield.
His parents, Dennis and Alvena Noble Hedges, were both of sturdy
Puritan stock that had originally settled the Connecticut valley in the
mid-seventeenth Century. During his bovhood and adolescent years,
as in later years, he was more fond of reading, studying and learning
than of exerting himself on manual labor. Thus he was not inclined
to learn farming and blacksmithing, the trades and occupations
of his father. He was educated in the public schools and the local
“academy™ in his home town of Westfield. -
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Cornelius Hedges could lay claim to a more or less illustrious
ancestry, his forefathers having been among the earliest settlers on
Long Island, removing from there to Connecticut and before his time
to Massachusetts. His maternal grandfather, Jacob Noble, served
under General Washington in the War of the Revolution, and was
the progenitor of a long line of honest farming people and strong
supporters of the Congregational church.

After completing work in the “academy,” Cornelius journeyed
down river in the Connecticut valley to enroll in Yale College at New
Haven, Connecticut, in the fall of 1849.° His first year of college was
interrupted by an acute illness caused by drinking poisoned milk.
Because of this, he not only lost a semester term, but he felt some
effects of this weakened condition for the next 12 to 14 years.*

His college days were marked by the painful processes of trial-and
error. His journal shows that he was extremely sensitive to success
and failure, and in the process very self-critical and demanding
of himself. His thoughts and emotions are well expressed in this
excerpt of his journal entry for October 31, 1851.

*I am now in my twentieth year and my parents who have
been so long looking for some display of my abilities will yet
be disappointed. Would 1 wish to graduate as T am, would 1
want to go forth into life as I graduate and continue in the sane
course until, No answers something from within by no means.
All this results by misguided zeal. 1 never shall be free from
failures till I adopt reason as the guide of my actions and labor
with reason n view - Reason [ Will try to pursue, till I find
her developed into my life - As much as I can do [ will aim
to follow the bounds that nature has set ... and when I have
come to these limits I Will go beyond - But for me thinking as
I do sometimes that I can do anything and know anything, it
is all foolish. There i1s no soundness or sense in such thoughts
and yet it is with such that much of my time and strength is
employed.™

During his collegiate years, Hedges used his journals as
mstruments of self-evaluation®, and his entries were much more
voluminous than in later years. Along with the serious side of
gaining a college education, his routine also included the lighter side
of life. Hedges was a very active member of Phi Beta Kappa Delta
and Kappa Epsilon fraternity at Yale.”
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To Cornelius, like any male matriculate of the Twentieth Century,
the fairer sex was a distracting attraction. On November 5, 1851, he
related one such distraction:

“I returned With Carie and Augustus’ Wife to their home, there
I fell in with Miss Sheldon and was prevailed upon to stay for
tea in spite of prayers - Oh! Who can stand before a woman’s
solicitations, her words are logic of the heart and cannot be
refuted - suffice it to say I fell victimized before them and
remained conversing till half-past six, returned and got out my
Tacitus...™

He also met another young lady, a student at York Ladies’
Seminary in New Haven, who was to play a much greater role in
his life than the charming Miss Sheldon. The young lady was Edna
Layette Smith, his future bride.’

As his college days neared completion, Hedges™ views became
more stabilized and mature. But his journal entries for the remainder
of his life show decisively that he did not leave his self-criticism and
impatience with himself behind when he received his Bachelor of
Arts degree from Yale in 1853. Usually he had boundless patience
while dealing with others, but he was not so lenient with himself.
Cornelius Hedges was not the only member of Yale's Class of 1853
who left a distinct impression on our country, his famous classmates
included Andrew D. White, Cornell’s famous president, U.S.
Supreme Court Justice George H. Shiras, and U.S. Attorney General
Wayne MacVeagh of President Garfield’s cabinet."

Upon graduation from Yale, he taught in an academy at Easton,
Connecticut, west of New Haven near Bridgeport. Then he returned
to Westfield, where he studied law prior to entering Harvard Law
School.'"" In 1855, he completed law studies at Harvard and later
on was examined and admitted to the Massachusetts Bar, upon the
motion of the Honorable Benjamin F. Butler.” Hedges interest in
the fortunes of Ben Butler continued for many years; in November,
1878, he noted in his journal, “Little news from the states in the
evening Butler beaten.”'* The significance of and interest in Ben
Butler may be seen in the following: In 1878 Butler unsuccessfully
ran for Governor of Massachusetts as an independent, and ran
unsuccessfully again in 1879 as a Democrat. He finally won in 1882,
serving from 1883 until 1884.
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On July 17, 1856, he and Edna Layette Smith were married
at Southington; Connecticut.” Edna’s endeavors to improve the
condition of society around here were certainly complementary to
similar activities of her husband.

Mertie M. Brattin, in 1941. wrote this of Enda and of her life.

“Edna L. Hedges was a most remarkable woman. She was
equally devoted to her family, her church, and her chapter of Eastern
Star. She was dignified, yet most courteous and considerate. Her
womanly virtues were early engrafted upon the Order of Eastern
Star in Montana, and to that is due fact that Grand Chapter sessions
have ever been remarkable for their harmony and good feeling. She
was Very Worthy Grand Chaplain of General Grand Chapter at the
triennial of 1892 to 1895, and Right Worthy Grand Conductress the
succeeding triennial. She survived Judge Hedges five years, died in
1912, and was active in Eastern Star work to the end.™"

To complete this biography, Mrs, Hedges was instrumental in
organizing the Grand Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star for
Montana in Livingston on September 25, 1890, and was elected 1ts
first Worthy Grand Matron.'® Her reception at her home in Helena
held for the ladies accompanying the members of the 35th Annual
Grand Lodge of Montana Masons, on September 21, 1899, is an
excellent example of her graciousness.'’
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Looking West

Immediately after their marrage, Cornelius and Edna moved
from New England to Independence, Iowa. This move was
undoubtedly influenced by the fact that his sister and brother-in-
law, Margaret and Asa Smith, were residing in that town', along
with Hedges own urge to find a place to provide a good home for his
family in a developing area where opportunity abounded.

He set up a law practice, and shortly thereafter obtained the
Independent Civilian, which he edited and published to provide &
supplementary income to his lawver’s fees."”

Their first child, Wyllys A. Hedges, was born there on July 3,
1857, and on June 3, 1860, yet another child, Dennis H. Hedges,
graced their happy home.

The first of his long and illustrious Masonic career started here in
Independence, when he was made a Master Mason in Independence
Lodge #87, on the eve of his 27th birthday, October 27, 1858.*

Late in 1860, the Hedges returned to New England, where
Cornelius resumed teaching, in the Sally Lewis Academy at Berlin
near Edna’s home at Southington, Connecticut. Sorrow entered their
home in 1862 with the death of their younger son, Dennis.”

The entries of February, 1863, in his journal, chronicle the return
of Cornelius to lowa, where he pursued his law practice and again
published the Independent Civilian, but his family was still in New
England.*” Edna and Willy arrived by train in Independence on April
3, 1863, Immediately, preparations began for the occupation of a
new home on April 8. On that same day, he recorded:

“Took supper in the new home — Edna, Willy and myself - warm
biscuits, custard pie, ginger cake and green tea. It was the happiest
meal that | have eaten for years.”" He was a devoted family man!

At Independence, a problem came into focus which was to
plague him most of his life, *making ends meet” financially. A major
cause of this was his kindly nature and benevolence. Comnelius Jr.,
better known among friends and family as Toby, was to say alter
his father’s death:
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Figure 3. Edna L. Hedges.

“He was a man of infinite tenderness and remarkable sentiment
for these days. He couldn’t have amassed a fortune if he had lived a
thousand years ..."*

He much preferred his law practice to the publishing of the
Independent Civilian®, or other necessary sideline work to provide
for his family.”™*" His enthusiasm for the legal profession is exhibited
in his journal entry:

“Had a trial of Jacob Charouse for obtaining money under false
pretenses - Great sport, two attorneys on a side got $4.00 for

127

the aid society and 3.00 in costs.”™’

He preferred editorial wnting to the details and drudgery of
printing and distributing the newspaper. Thus he attempted to lease
the paper to Warren and Alyson Barnhart on contract.”® But be
finally had to hire them simply as employees.” His reluctance and
apprehension was largely due to the fact that it ran him constantly
“into debt.”™" However, by summer and fall, his job printing increased
sufficiently to make the operation profitable.”!

In his true form of extreme self-criticism, in 1863 Hedges was
lamenting partial failure at the time of the Tenth Reunion of his Yale
class:

“Today and tonight is our class meeting at Yale College - It
has made me feel bad to think that I have not succeeded better
in life, so that I could return with credit.”*
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CORNELIUS HEDGES,
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from the family of Sheila Lopach of Helena.
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Leaving the States

In the spring of 1864, Comelius Hedges began making
preparation to seek his fortunes in the gold mines of Idaho, and he
received a pamphlet about Idaho and a map of [daho from a friend, J.
R. Devery on February 13, 1864.%° The pamphlet was, The Northern
route to Idaho, and the Pacific Ocean, by: C.A.F. Marris; Merrill, D,
D., St. Paul, publisher, 1864. Also published as “Minnesota Route
the Shortest and Best to the Idaho Gold Mines (Pocket Map & Guide
Book, 8 pages).

Many years later, as he again remembering and writing of his
life he wrote of his reasons for going west included being unsettled
in business, belief that it would be years before general confidence
would be resumed with the enormous national debt with its crushing
weight of taxation, and also to wear away the time till the 1ssues
of war were i a way to be settled and for health. Like many other
pioneers who headed west it was probably also to seek his fortune
and in response to a yet newer challenge.

The day of departure was April 20, and Hedges son, Will, well-
remembered that day: It was a memorable day in our memory
when my father, Cornelius Hedges, started to “cross the plains™ in
company with Timothy Wilcox, and Henry H. Clark. Weeks had
been spent in preparation and fitting up of their wagon, made by a
local blacksmith and wheelwright.

Those who have known my father eminently a man of Peace can
only reconcile his appearance at departure, to a changed condition
of environment, long since passed away: and only existing are the
pages of History, and the memory of a living few. With closely cut
hair, lest in some unlucky time a “red skin™ might try to remove
his scalp, a “six shooter” in his belt, and a rifie on his shoulder, my
recollection points him as the typical pioneer of his day, when on
that early Spring morning in ‘64 he bade my mother and myself
“goodbye” as he started for Idaho.™

In addition to the wagon, pistol, and rifle already mentioned in
Will’s reminiscence, the following supplies were taken on the trek:
team of mules, harness, tent for wagon cover, 40 pounds of sugar, 40
ft. of rope, 29 pounds of ham, 6 pounds of lard. sundries, 5-gallon
water cask, 10 pounds of coffee, screws and bolts, 2 papers of tacks,
bake oven, hay, milk, bushel of corn, apples, peaches, and lead for
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bullets, fresh pork, 3 pounds of nails, gold pan, sack of flour, 3
woolen shirts, pair of woolen blankets, pair of rubber blankets, pair
of boots, shovel, 2 other rifles, one pint of Brandy, | oz. of quinine,
and 4 pounds of smoking tobacco.*

On that day, he left Edna, with $60. They managed to travel
|2 miles on bard roads that day before night fall.** His destination
was originally the mines of Idaho; however, the portion he finally
reached was included in the new Montana Territory. While Hedges
was in route, Montana was created by Congress on May 26, 1864."

Hedges traveled with his partners southwesterly across lowa,
passing through Vinton, Le Grand, Newton, and they reached Des
Moines on the 25th of April. Continuing, they passed through Adel
and Lewis, crossed both forks of the Nishnabotna River and reached
Council Bluffs on April 30.*

On May 2, they crossed the Missourt River by ferry and camped
Just west of Omaha. Traveling along the north bank of the Platte,
they reached Columbus, then the outpost of settlement on May 6
and Hedges utilized his last opportunity to stay in a hotel before
crossing the plains, By May 11, they reached the struggling frontier
seitlement of Kearney, and 1t was that day he recorded first eating
buffalo meat.

Travel on May 15 and 16, put them into the sand hills region
with tougher traveling; so on the 17th, they lightened their load by
328 pounds and pocketed $19.68 from the sale.

On the afternoon of May 20, they “passed Ash Hollow, saw
teams coming on opposite side of Platte.” They were in sight of the
landmarks of Chimney Rock and Court House Rock during the days
of the 21st and 22nd, passed Scotts Bluff on the 23rd, and camped
on the north side of the North Platte River opposite Fort Laramie
on May 25. Hedges walked six miles each way to visit the Fort just
to receive the dejecting news that there was no letter waiting from
Edna. However, he did learn that the Major commanding the post
was a Royal Arch Mason.

From Fort Laramie they continued traveling west on the north
side of the North Platte, but they were detained four hours on the
26th by a false accusation and arrest for taking stray cattle. They
reached Platte Bridge Station (the site of present Casper, Wyoming)
on June 2, and Hedges crossed the Platte by bridge to deposit
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letters for [lowa. As they crossed the Wyoming plains, more and more
small trains banded together for added protection and by June 5, he
noted: “more teams came in today: our train is over 100 wagons
now.”

Notwithstanding their drunken guide, a Frenchman named
Rouleau; they averaged 20 to 25 miles on most days. They reached
the Wind River, known as the Big Horn River north of the Wind
River canyon, on June 11 and crossed it on Sunday, June 12. The
wagons were ferried, but they “swam” the horses and mules.

That evening on the other side. Hedges for the first time since
leaving Council Bluffs noted:
“Preaching in the evening” and he added “good sermon.”

Moving northward into the Big Horn Basin, they camped on the
“Greybull” River on June 15. The route they were following was a
new cut-off which Jim Bridger was in the process of blazing. And
on the 17th, their train learned from two of Bridger’s men that the
Bridger train was but 12 miles ahead. A portion of his journal entry
for June 23, read:

“Went up mountain and saw Yellowstone and junction of
Clarkes fork with 1t water cool and good, good grass.”

On the 25th, the Journal contains two points of special interest;
first, they overtook Jacob’s train, and second, his true love for
books and knowledge was shown by the fact that he was reading
“*Richardson’s Monitor of Freemasonry™ out there on the trail.

Near the end of the trip, their wagon broke down. They reached
the Yellowstone River on July 2, and on July 3, he sadly recorded:

“Up before 3 and began the melancholy work of cleaning our
wagon preparatory to leaving it. | repacked everything to suit a
man who was willing to carry our things and double team. Old
wagon soon disappeared - It almost brought tears and made one
feel more like being homesick than anything else. Nothing can
be got without much trouble.”
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The next day, Independence Day, they overtook Jim Bridger and
his train and traveled with them the remaining distance to Virginia
City. They also crossed the Yellowstone that day by ferry, with the
ferry charge of $2.50. Hedges entered the following into his journal.

“We spent July 4th on the river at the crossing and that morning
the mountains and foot-hills all around us were white with
fresh-fallen snow. I spend most of the day fishing and caught
several handsome strings of trout, enough to last use two or
three days on our further journey. Some left the train here and
started for Virginia City on horse-back, which was told them
could be made in four days. Jacobs persuaded many that he
knew a better route to the Gallatin than Bridger proposed to
take, but our team stayed with Bridger. When we came out near
where Bozeman now is, we, who were in advance, saw who
followed Jacobs in the vall:.y below.”

“In the Yellowstone Mountains bear were so numerous that we
counted no less than seven at one time. Here it was that my
reputation as a hunter came near costing my life. Several who
had tasted the antelope I had accidentally and providentially
shot, insisted that | should head a party to hunt bear. I could not
well go back on my reputation and started with a half-dozen
men who agreed to stay with me to the end. We had not far to
go or long to wait till us a large bear apparently hunting for
us and coming through an opening at a pace that was rapidly
covering the interval. I had barely time to get a position by a
large boulder when the bear was within shooting distance. The
situation was becoming intensely interesting but I reserved my
fire until I could be sure of hitting the bear. The ball evidently
hit the best, for he staggered some and changed his course to
my great relief. On looking around for my associates there
was but one in sight and he was up a tree. Reflecting upon my
narrow escape and the character of my support, | resolutely
decline to serve on the inquest of that bear and have charitably
hoped the wound was not fatal.”

On July 7, he recorded “passed the headwaters of Yellowstone
undoubtedly the confluence of the Shields River with the Yellowstone
and struck those of the Gallatin.”

By the 9th the Madison River was reached and on July 10, he
finally recorded:
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“Started out at 6:30 to go up to Virginia City estimated 15
miles, found it 40 and much uphill at that got very tired before
[ got through - reached the city about 2:30, got some lunch.
Everything going on auctions, goods selling cheaper than in
the states found it much different than what | expected no letter
walked back 6 miles to wagons - pretty tired.”

The next day their train rumbled into Virginia City and ﬁnally
on the 13th of July, a letter reached Cornelius from his wife. On his
third day after arrival at Virginia City, Hedges attended Masonic

Lodge.”

He was later to write and describe situation which he found in
Montana Territory and at Virginia City upon his arrival:

“In the early organizing history of no single state in the Union,
were there such rough, discordant elements brought together as
in the case of Montana, and to render the situation still worse
almost the entire population was gathered in a few camps
where the sentiment of the majority represented the whole.
There was no recognized circulating medium but gold dust.
Greenbacks were at a discount, when received at all their only
use was for the merchants to send east to purchase goods. There
was no Sunday as distinguished from the other days except by
increased gambling and dissipation. The very ease with which
fortunes were made in the mines encouraged recklessness in
squandering them and every sort of dissipation and crime. In
such a devil’s hot-bed were scattered a few seeds of Masonry
Greenbacks were then worth only 40 cents on the dollar, when
negotiable at all.™"

About the same time Cornelius was arriving in Virginia City,
Edna and Willie left Independence to return to Mrs. Hedges’
girlhood home at Southington, Connecticut. There they remained
until mc4slpring of 1867, with Cornelius joining them in the late fall
of 1866.

Meanwhile, Hedges was going through the agonizing, often
heartbreaking, process of putting himself on a solid financial footing.
For the first month and one-half, he and Henry Clark worked for
wages shoveling tailings and providing the “elbow grease” for some
of the windlasses in Highland Gulch near Summit City, just above
Virginia City. Their initial wages were $5.00 per day. *
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On July 20, he commented “the sweat rolled off, my hands soon
blistered - It seemed as though [ could not long holdout -
somehow survived. Hardest day’s work | ever did.” By the 22nd, he
confided “learned to slight my work some, find that no one else will
do the work at the wages. .. wrists lame and swollen.™"

On July 28, their sugar gave out and they went without, thus
by August 2, they were living on beef steak, bread, and butter.*
In the ensuing time; Tim Wilcox wanted to trade their team for a
ranch and had found a chance for such a trade. Henry and Cornelius
were at first opposed, but they finally allowed him to sell the mules
and harness for not less than $275 and then divide the money. Tim
succeeded in selling them for $300, and on August 10 and 11; they
divided communal property and paid joint bills:

“So, we separated amicably,” wrote Hedges on the 11th, “at
Tim’s sole request -Hope he will do well.”*

The separation was of business interests only, for Tim, too,
moved near Helena in 1863, and the friendship of the Wilcox’s and
Hedges’ continued for years. Both his luck and mood ran in streaks.
On August 20, he wrote “Saw many of our fellow travelers very
few have acted wisely or have done as well as we have.” But by the
24th, with a prospect of a reduction in wages, he was contemplating
returning home. He reasoned "It looks more and more discouraging
claims working out, hands dlbLhﬂl‘ng pilgrims coming, prices going
up & wages coming down, we’ll see.™ For the sake of the future of
Montana, it’s extremely fortunate that his luck took an upturn.

On September 1, they finally were able to buy a claim. They (He,
Henry, and two fellows by the name of John and Whit) bought into
Claim #66 in Highland Gulch, complete with cabin, tools, boxes,
and a set of gold scales. The 2nd was spent moving their effects
from their tent to the cabin; and on Sept. 3, he wrote “we all went to
work on our claim stripping for a pit -took turns with wheelbarrow
-Did a hard day’s work, but enjoyed being my own master.” On the
cultural Side, he noted that day that he had read The Montana Post
for the first time."’

The acquisition, however, of a claim was not the magic answer
to success; the total run from their pit was only $60.60, and of that,
$33.85 came out of one day’s run. Thus by September 14, they were
back to working for wages."
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On the 17th, they took up a new claim, and with renewed hope
sent one of their number, Dave, to join in on the Yellowstone gold
rush.

By October 1, he was back with the discouraging news of a false
alarm. And the next day, Hedges related “traded my pistol to Dave
for his share of the pony... traded one rubber blanket for his bake
oven -Dave is going home.”™

His luck continued to run in streaks, on October 19, he traded
his gold watch for a $27 lumber bill, but the very next day they had
their best run yet, cleaning up $51.30. And by November 9. they
had contracted for yet another claim at $750, payable in monthly
installments as it came out of the ground.™

In spite of the long, hard days of toil, there was diversion,
and occasionally a few bright spots. On October 22, because the
ditch broke and he could not work, Hedges went to town to hear
Samuel McLean and Wilbur F. Sanders debate. Even though still a
Democrat, Hedges confided “Liked Sanders best, almost persuaded
to vote for him.™" As it turned out, he did not the first time,** but that
day did begin a life-long friendship which ended only with Sanders
death in July, 1905. The election returns resulted in only a one-seat
majority for the Republicans in the territorial Council (Senate), a
one-seat majority for the Democrats in the House, and the election
of Democrat Samuel McLean as Territorial Delegate.

One of the happiest days of the year for Cornelius was November
22, when he received news of the birth of another son on October
28, at Southington, Conn, and his response was:

“How thankful for such good news.” The new-born was
named Henry Highland, because Hedges was then working in
Highland Gulch.™

Problems continued, in mid-December, due to disputes over
water rights and side ditches, could not get the necessary water to
work their claim.* But to off-set that, “lady luck” smiled in time to
give them an early Christmas present - three days of good run. On
the 22nd, they took out $98, with one nugget worth $11.10, they
cleaned up $30.85 on the 23rd, and just $22.50 on the 24th. His first
Christmas day in Montana was marked by a visit from Tim Wilcox.™
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In January, 1865, Cornelius Hedges moved on over to Last
Chance Gulch and the infant settlement called Helena City, arriving
in town on January 16.°® Thus he took up residency in a town he
was to call home for more than 42 years. The town grew to be the
capital city and it also grew to appreciate Cornelius Hedges and his
unselfish contributions to its development. Soon after arrival, he
“stuck out his shingle,” and opened a law practice with a library
containing only one book, Everybody’s Lawyer, so he was to later
tell his former townsmen at Independence, lowa.”’

He was admitted to the Montana Bar by the Montana Territorial
Supreme Court in 1865.** and in the same year began serving his
first term as U.S. Attorney.”

In 1875, Cornelius commented on an account of his first case
in Helena:

“The first law suit in Helena, before Squire Miles was an
action of forcible entry and detainer over a jumped town lot, in
which’ Comelius Hedges as a regular editorial writer on July 4,
1872, and as the Justice reserved his decision, not being very
clear either as to the law or the facts, the lot in the meantime,
by a sort of a compromise, was sold for the benefit of the
attorneys.”™

Hedges also worked a mining claim in the summer of 1865 to
supplement his law income. It was located in the Mount Hope Lode
on the east side of Grizzly Gulch."

During 1865, Hedges also became chiefly responsible for
organizing a Masonic Lodge under dispensation, with the able
assistance of Mark A. Moore. It was only the third Masonic Lodge
organized in Montana, and it was chartered by the Grand Lodge of
Colorado as Helena City Lodge No. 10 in the same year.

“The inestimable Cornelius Hedges,” as William C. Campbell
referred to him, was chosen Worshipful Master upon organization
and again at the election in December, 1865, he was elected to serve
another year as Master of his Lodge.*

During April of 1865, near its close, news was received in
town of Lee’s Surrender, and the Union folks, then in a minority,
determined to celebrate the event, but not flag was to be found in
the country. There was no little trouble in finding enough Union
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women to make a flag, but it was finally accomplished and the flag
run up on a tall pole in from of Perkins and Hughes auction store,
just above where the Cosmopolitan Hotel now stands. 1 was living
nearly opposite and there were a dozen resolute men there watching
that flag-pole, for many extreme southern sympathizers of which
the country was full at the time, had sworn sulphurous oaths that
the flag would not remain there till morning. Perhaps the sight of
some gun-muzzles protruding from the windows opposite moved
a reconsideration of that resolution. At any rate his first flag of our
country that ever floated to the breeze in Helena was “still there”
to greet the rising sun and cheer the hearts and eyes of loyal men.
The Union men, although greatly outnumbered were resolute and
respected, and let it be said to their credit there were southern men
like Edwin Warren Toole and others, who used all their influence to
restrain the more reckless and rampant from note of violence.

They confessed that the war ended with Lee’s surrender and that it
was worse than useless to keep alive the bitter feelings that the war
engendered.”™

W] Yy o\
MONTANA
Montana territory coat of arms (illustrated, 1876) by Henry

Mitchell Restoration by Godot13 - The State Arms of the Union,
Boston: L. Prang & Co.. Licensed under Public Domain.
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In a letter to his Parents, Cornelius wrote about life in early Helena:

Dear Parents

I presume you have not forgotten your boy in the Rocky Mountains
& would like to hear from him & know of his welfare. I am
comfortably situated in this city where I have been since last
winter. I am still practicing law though business has been rather
dull of late - | have held my own & been steadily advancing since
| have been here. I have a third interest in three lots on Main St.
On two of which we have houses. One we rent for $30 a month &
we rent part of our office where we are to the county for $75.00 a
month. We rent the other lot without improvements for $30.00 a
month - [ have two cabins of my own besides that rent for $10.00,
a month, one - the other is not finished.

I have 300 feet of gulch claims to which we have been running a
Drain that has cost me already $400. In gold & it 1s not finished
yet, I don’t know as the claims will be worth anything but hope &
think so - I have about 10,000 feet of Lode claims that may prove
rich but nothing 1s known yet - In fact nothing is sure here but what
one has in his hands. Perhaps I couldn’t sell all I have here for
$1,000 but I know I wouldn’t take $5,000 for it.

I am going to stay here one vear more & see what [ can do in that
time. If [ can’t make any-thing in that time I shall come home
anyway - | have seen about as much of the mountains as I desire
without I get some good pay for it. It is a hard life at best, full of
self-denial & hardship. Living is very high without any luxuries -
We hardly ever see any fruit - vegetables are scarce - potatoes are
pretty cheap now, only 10 cts a pound. milk is 25 cts a quart &
butter $1.75 a pound - Flour is $24.00 a hundred - So we live -Yet
there is some constant excitement. Everyone expects to make a
fortune any minute. . . .
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It is a pretty hard country to get a start in, but after being once
started 1t 1s pretty easy to make headway, 1f one is careful - [ am
satisfied with what I have done since | came up here - | lost all |
made last season entire - But I learned by 1t & will try to keep clean
in the future,

Life is full of danger here - We have lots of men who are ready
to murder for a few dollars. Only yesterday a man was shot not
half a mile from a town 1n open day & robbed of all his money -
He started on foot a few minutes ahead of the stage & was to get
aboard when it overtook him - They found him lying in the road
Twenty men were out hunting the murderer yesterday but have not
found him yet if found he won’t see sunrise again - Civil law 1s but
little guarded - Men protect themselves & hanging or shooting is
the general remedy. . . .

I wish I could have some apples & cider once in a while - I dreamed
the other night of eating apples. It 1s the nearest | have come to
having any for a long time - This is the season of the year that I
always loved at home, I would like to help father through his fall
work, gathering corn & potatoes & apples - How strange it all
seems | never see a fruit tree of any kind - There is nothing but
pine here - 1 am one of the county commissioners here now - |
was candidate for District Attorney on the Union ticket - I expect
| am deteated as the south are much the strongest in this section-
I would like to hear from you very much & all the neighbors &
relatives. . . .

With Much Love Yours Truly Cornelius Hedges
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This Distant Territory~Montana

In January of 1866, speaking before the Travellers’ Club in
New York City, Chief Justice of the Montana Territory, Hezekiah L.
Hosmer. Hosmer served as Grand Secretary in 1870, while Cornelius
Hedges served as Grand Master. Justice Hosmer made the following
statement which captures the nature of the territory at that time:

“What will be the future of Montana? We see her now in her
infancy, fresh, vigorous, struggling with countless difficulties for
existence. What she will be when that triumph is achieved, and,
strengthened by the conflict, she begins to unfold her riches of her
mountains and valleys, who can tell? That time 1s near at hand. Until
it comes, let me bespeak for her your charitable consideration of all
that you may find in her condition and resources which promises
to advance the interests and promote the glory of our common
country.”™

On January 24, 1866, Cornelius Hedges was among 19 Master
Masons representing their Lodges: Virginia City Lodge #43, Montana
Lodge #9, and Helena City Lodge #10, who met in Virginia City to
form the Grand Lodge of Montana, A. F. & A. M. After two days
of writing the By-Laws, Rules of Order, and Standing Resolutions,
officers of the new Grand Lodge were elected and Hedges was
elected to the position of R.W. Senior Grand Warden.*

It was of this organization that Robert Morris, poet laureate
of Masonry and founder of the Order of Eastern Star, was to
comment in Helena in 1887. That he remembered very distinctly the
establishment of the Grand Lodge of Montana in 1866.

“It excited at the time much interest among the fraternity in the
States. So little is known of this distant Territory, only reached by
long and painful pilgrimages by wagon or stagecoach that we should
not have been much more surprised to hear of the Organization of a
Grand Lodge at the North Pole than here.”’

In June, 1866, Cornelius Hedges was among the members of
the Helena Bar signing a request for permission from Territorial
Supreme Court Justice L. E. Munson to publish the June 4 decision
upholding a motion to dissolve the most recent legislative session
and declare their legislation null and void.
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The permission for publication was addressed to W. Chumasero,
C. Hedges and other members of the Helena Bar,* indicating that
Hedges was quite instrumental in making the request and certainly
that Hedges was opposed to that 1866 session of the so-called
Legislature.

In the fall of 1866, Hedges made his first trip home from
Montana. This was not the return of the vanquished but rather a trip
to escort his family back to his adopted home in Montana. By early
November, he reached his old home town of Independence, lowa.
The Independence Conservative remarked: “Mr. Hedges looks very
rugged, and we are impressed with the idea that he has succeeded in
accumulating a good amount of ‘this world’s.”

By mid-month he had left Independence for the east and soon was
reunited with his family, Edna, Willie, and Henry, in Southington,
Connecticut. The winter was spent visiting relatives and friends
both at Southington and at Westfield, Massachusetts.” Again Will's
boyhood recollections of his father’s return were quite vivid:

“It 1s needless to say that Ulysses returning from his wanderings
was no more a hero, than was father to my young imagination. The
gold nuggets be actually produced from a buckskin bag, assured
me that he in very truth had found and “cached” the “golden fleece™
somewhere among these mountains. The genuine Indian bow &
arrows, the former covered with the skin of a bad rattlesnake, and
the latter from a full buffalo skin “quiver and which I had shown
to every boy in town before noon of the next day after receipt,
convinced me of his physical prowess and I felt sure that it could
be no uncommon thing for such an adventurous one to kill a few
bear and buffalo for breakfast most any day: and that without doubt
a few Indian scalps were laid away in the bottom of his “grip™ to be
exhibited to the “natives™ a little later on.””

In March, 1867, the Hedges family moved west accompanied by
Mrs. Timothy Wilcox and her daughter Clara, and by April 4, they
were in Independence, lowa. On April 6, they learned the river was
open and relatively free of ice. Thus the Hedges, the Wilcox’s, and
now Mrs. Henry H. Clark and her two children, James and Jenny,
left Independence by train for Council Bluffs  on April 8. They
arrived in Council Bluffs on the following day, traveling via Cedar
Rapids, Boone, and Woodbine.™
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Their river-steamer, the “Waverly”, arrived on April 10, and they
boarded even though all their baggage had not arrived on the loading
dock. The steamer finally got under way late on the 11th and traveled
7 miles that first day. After being held up by ice jams in the Missouri
on April 12 and 13, they reached Fort Randall, Dakota Territory, on
the 22nd and Fort Sully on the 24th. On May 9, they docked at Fort
Berthold and they reached the mouth of the Yellowstone and Fort
Union by the 14th. Hedges noted in his journal that large herds of
bison, numbering into the thousands, were 1n sight on the 16th, 17th,
18th and 19th of May, and that on the 18th, they ran over 5 bison,
but they all survived. The mouth of the “Musselshell” River was
passed by the “"Waverly” on May 21, and they finally docked on the
levee at Fort Benton on May 25.7

Figure 6. Cornelius Hedges sent this letter to his father in Westtield, MA. It was carried
by the Steamer Waverly Mo, Packet. Note the Waverly hand stamp on the upper r;'#ht
dated May 5, 1867, A "packet ship™ was originally a vessel employed to carry post office
mail packets , Packet trade generally refers to anf{ rr:iuiar‘t_'v. scheduled cargo, g:aascngcr
and mail, Rel® The Steamboat Postal History of Dakota Territory, by Ken Stach, and
Mike Ellingson.

The steamer Waverly had a short history; it was a wooden
hulled, stern-wheeled, packet measuring 200 feet long, by 34 feet
wide, by 5 feet 5 inches deep and weighed 324 tons, powered by two
boilers. The vessel was launched in 1866 in Metropolis, Illinois. She
was owned by John P. Kiser, Thomas Raigin, and Capt. Thomas W.
Rhea. The Waverly was destroyed on Nov. 24, 1867 on the down
river run from Omaha to St. Louis when it became snagged near
Bowling Green Bend, Glasgow, Mo. The boat cost $50,000 when
téuih and is said to have paid for herself on the first round trip to Fort

enton.
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On the third day out, April 14, Henry was playing and broke his
leg. By overtaking the “Walter B. Dance™ just ahead of them, they
obtained the surgical services of James Stuart to set the leg. Thus
Henry’s broken leg became the point of major concern for Cornelius
for the entire trip. Will remembers that “*At all Posts where there was
a surgeon, his services were called on to dress Henry’s broken limb,
which mended rapidly, and ultimately became quite well."™

A Steamer similar to the Waverly.

At Benton, Mrs. Wilcox and Clara left immediately by stage
for Helena. However, because Mrs. Clark was badly affected with
rheumatism, Hedges hired Johnnie Leach and his two wagons to
convey the party with their baggage to Helena for $70. They departed
on May 26.7 they “encountered the “usual rainy’ season which was
such a terror in those early days. The Dearborn was very high; and
wagon boxes had to be raised up in order that the sick and our goods
might not get wet,”™ according to Will. Their route carried them
through Wolf Creek Canyon on King and Gillette's Road, and past
Malcolm C?'Tlarkf:’s ranch in the Prickly Pear Valley, reaching Helena
on June I.

It was then time again to get settled. On June 10, Hedges leased
his old law office for a period ending January 1, 1868, for $125 in
bankable gold dust. And on the |1th, he moved his family into a
small house on Joliet Street, from Ten Mile where they had been
staying with Widow Durgus until the tenant vacated the house.” The
family moved again when Cornelius purchased the house, furniture
and books of J. E. Vinton, a local Attorney on July 22, 1867."



For This And Succeeding Generations Gardiner 28

Figure 7. First home of Cornelius and Edna Hedges, on Joliet
Street, Helena, Montana Territory.

In 1867, Hedges joined in a law partnership with Robert
Lawrence and L. M. Burson; their offices were on Broad Street, near
the Post Office, and their professional advertisement boasted “Will
practice in all the Courts of the Territory.”®

From the tone of his journal entries, all of his time after returning
west in June, 1867, was spent for the next year in legal practice.
He was still U.S. Attorney, on October 1, 1867, when he sent a bill
of $175 to the Secretary of Interior for services rendered as U.S.
Attorney-as well as paying $25 to renew his “Law License.™

The birth of Emma Marion was recorded on September 19, and
as always, it served as a source of pride and happiness to the entire
family.*

Another office of public trust was accorded Hedges on February
7, 1868, when he was appointed U.S. Commissioner. On the 10th, he
took the oath of office and filed his commission with the Clerk of the
District Court. However, his first action as U.S. Commissioner was
not performed until March 31, when he issued a warrant against W.
H. Gernhart for selling liquor to the Indians on the little Blackfoot.*

The item of a home again became important to the Hedges
family, when Cornelius spent most of June 10 making preparations
to build, which included drawing plans and making estimates.
That evening he noted: “materials cheaper than I expected all but
lumber.” The building progressed through summer into early fall,
then on November 4, the growing Hedges family moved into the
new home on Broad Street, or Broadway. “Most tried to death,”
recorded Hedges, “got the beds up and nothing else -paint not done
nor dry.”™
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To add to Hedges very crowded schedule, on July 10, he was
prevailed upon by Rev. A.M. Hough to become a trustee of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.™

One cannot fully-appreciate the activity and influence of
Cornelius Hedges in Helena until he realizes the schedule that
Hedges maintained. [ have chosen the week of July 13 to 19, 1868
as a fairly typical week in his life. Through the years, the specific
activities might change but rarely the frequency of occurrence. On
Monday night, he attended Council meeting of York Rite Masonry,
and on Tuesday, he tried to attend a meeting of the New England
Society, but the Judge had preempted the court house for the evening.

He and Edna attended Good Templars on Wednesday. Thursday,
he attended both his Chapter of Royal Arch Masons and a Republican
caucus, butin doing so missed a meeting of the New England Society.
The meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Methodist Church
occupied his time on Friday evening. Saturday evening be again did
double duty by attending both Helena Masonic Lodge #3 and the
Republican County Convention, where he was nominated for the
legislature. Sunday, as was his custom. he attended two services,
morning and evening, with the family and spent the remainder of
the day reading. Finally on July 30, this terse entry appears in his
journal, “Spent the evening at home - my wife thinks it a rare thing,™"

In August, Hedges was elected the Chief of the Good Templars,
a temperance movement, and held the office until January 20, 1869,
When due to some sort of a conflict, he “with several others withdrew
from the Good Templars.” He, of course, resigned as Chief and
recorded m his journal “there was considerable feeling and some
improper language, but I am not sorry for what I did and said.”
There is no indication of the exact nature of the dispute. Although
Will later joined, Cornelius never returned to a Good Templars
meeting. On January 23, Hedges received a gold chain and seal in
appreciation from the seceding Good Templars.*’
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Figure 8, Cornelius Hedges.
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Accomplishment and Contribution

On November 20, 1868, Cornelius Hedges began a labor of love
that was to last the remainder of his life. On that evening, he
was chosen Chairman of a committee to solicit subscriptions and
also draft a constitution for the Helena Library Association.

At 1ts organizational meeting, December 5, he was chosen
Vice-president and about one year later he was elected President.™
Speaking of his father’s life-long interest in the Library, Will referred
to the Helena Public Library as a:

“*Monument to Judge Hedges interest in the educational and
substantial matters concerning Helena, which he wanted to become
a city of homes, with citizens of the most desirable and substantial
character,”™

The greatest tribute paid Hedges with respect to the Library, in
my estimation, was a silent tribute. On the day of his funeral, out of
respect to its founder, the entire Helena Public Library was closed
from noon to 6 p.m.”

For some reason, unexplained in his journal, Hedges declined the
nomination as Probate Judge at the Republican County Convention
on June 19, 1869."

The summer of 1869 brought unexpected pleasure into Cornelius
life in the form of a surprise visit from his dad, Dennis Hedges. The
elder Hedges arrived in Helena on July 24, and when he left to start
home on August |1, Cornelius, seemingly gratefully and admiringly,
entered in his journal It seemed like a dream.”

One of the first entries Hedges made in journal for 1870 was:
“I am going to try to do more thinking this year.™”

In light of the influential suggestion which he made later on
in the year - the National Park idea -one could easily assume he

fulfilled his goal.

The extent of Hedges civic contributions were again demonstrated
in March, 1870. On the 12th of that month, the citizens of Helena
held a protest meeting against Indian depredations.



For This And Succeeding Generations Gardiner 32

Wilbur F. Sanders chaired the meeting, and Cornelius Hedges
drafted the resolutions, which included a statement pointing out that
200 white men had been killed and 2000 horses had been stolen since
18635, and a statement “criticizing the government for reprimanding
the Army for quelling the redskins.”™

Horse racing was a popular sport among the miners, and races
in the streets of the camps were common pastimes. By the 1860°s
Horse racing in the Montana Territory had become big business, the
roots of horse racing were in Virginia City, Deer Lodge and Helena.
The Territorial Fairs in Helena helped develop Montana’s racing
history. Helena's fair association reorganized in August of 1870,
purchasing property north of Helena. Association trustees included
Cornelius Hedges, C. W. Mather, John Kinna, Hugh Kirkendall, A.
M. Holter, D. C. Corbin, D. A. G. Flowerree, Conrad Kohrs and J.
F. Forbis. By 1884, Helena had become a main part of the Montana
race horse circuit that included Butte and Bozeman. After statchood
in 1889, it became the State Fair. In 1890, the State Fair attracted
horses from as far away as Spokane and Denver. “Helena,” said the
Independent, “has the only regulation racecourse in the state; it is
as smooth as a billiard table ..."" The state began to subsidize the
fair in 1903. By 1914 the Montana Legislature passed a statute that
prohibited betting on horse races and brought an end to horse racing.

In August, 1870, Hedges began a trip that became important
beyond all expectations. The excursion he took was the famous
Washburn-Langford-Doane Expedition into the Yellowstone region.
The party was to leave the Yellowstone region the next day, and that
night they sat around the campfire discussing the wonders of nature
they had seen and the possibilities of its development as a resort area
for pecuniary gain. Hedges listened awhile and then spoke. What
he said was completely in harmony with his total nature marked by
unselfishness. N. P. Langford’s Diary states it well:

“Mr, Hedges then said that he did not approve of any of these plans
— that there ought to be no private ownership of any portion of
that region, but that the whole of it ought to be set apart as a great
National Park, and that each one of us ought to make an effort to
have this accomplished.”™”

Thus the “National Park idea” was born. To complete the story
of the journey, they reached Virginia City on September 23, and
Hedges returned to Helena on September 27.%



33 The Cornelius Hedges Story

About a month later another very important event of his life
occurred. On November 2, at the 6th Annual Communication of
Montana Grand Lodge, he was elected Most Worshipful Grand
Master of Masons in Montana, and the next day he was installed and
received the gavel from N. P. Langford, retiring Grand Master.”” and
a year later, after serving a very admirable term as Grand Master,
near the end of his Grand Master’s Address, he said the following,
again completely in harmony with his benevolent nature:

“The hour has arrived when [ may devolve upon you the heavy
responsibilities that you entrusted to my keeping one year ago.
They have been in my hands a sacred trust, which I believe 1
can restore to you unimpaired. The honor of the high position
to which your unsought suffrages exalted me, in my estimation
results only from the credit and success attending the discharge
of its duties and trusts. I have sought with single purpose to
serve Masonry and you, and thus to deserve your approbation
and the resulting honor. With this end attained my highest
ambition is satisfied, and I lay aside the emblems of power with
more pleasure than [ assumed them.™*

In yielding the gavel of authority to James R. Weston on October
5, 1871, Cornelius Hedges retired to the ranks of the Past Grand
Masters,”™ not yet having reached his 40th birthday. Upon reaching
his 40th birthday on October 28, 1871, the self-critical Hedges
commented:

“My 40th birthday -Truly I have become a man if ever | am
going to be - Have felt very irritable & cross, unworthy of my
character --Must [ always be so weak in this respect.'”

In 1871, while he was serving as Grand Master, he was
reappointed U. S, District Attorney by President Grant,™'"

While attending a session of the Supreme Court at Virginia
City in the capacity of U. S, Attorney, Cornelius noted “Governor
tendered me the appointment of Superintendent of Public
Schools.”'™ Governor Benjamin F. Potts gave him the commission
as Superintendent of Public Instruction on January 17, 1872.'"

In the ensuing six years, until he was replaced by Clark Wright
on January 14, 1878, and the two years he served from February 22,
1883, to March 18, 1885,'™ he did much to improve promote and
strengthen Montana’s public schools.
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Undoubted, his greatest contribution to Montana education was
the promotion of compulsory annual Teachers Institutes in every
Montana county.'” Dean James M, Hamilton, another prominent
early Montana educator, says “Hedges more than any other person
deserves the title of founder of the Montana territorial public school
system.”'%

The promotion of Montana as a place for settlement of families
was an ideal to which Hedges subscribed. Many of his journal
entries show that he was active in such endeavors during the 1870’s
and early 1880°s. On April 1, 1872, he noted he had attended an
emigration promotional meeting in the afternoon, and in the
evening, he attended a Railroad meeting. On April 3, he recorded in
his journal that he had telegraphed Delegate Clagett for a Railroad
charter. It was quite likely the later action was done in the capacity
as a secretary of a Railroad promotional group. Again on November
= 18?2.19;: wrote a Railroad petition to send to Governor Benjamin
F. Poltts.

Cornerstone laying ceremonies for a new Masonic Temple in
Helena at the comer of Edwards and Main, on June 24, 1872, by
the Grand Lodge of Montana Masons.'"™ During that day, Hedges
received an interim appointment as Acting Grand Secretary from
Grand Master J, R. Weston.'"” Such a move was necessitated by the
removal of Grand Secretary Hezekiah L. Hosmer. Judge Hosmer
had been Chief Justice of the Territorial Supreme Court, as Brother
Hosmer had relocated to California, '

On October 8, 1872, during the 8th Annual Grand Lodge

Communication, he was duly elected R. W. Grand Secretary.'"" He
held the position until his death on April 29, 1907,

Twenty-five years later in 1897, on the occasion of his Silver
Anniversary as Grand Secretary, he was presented a cut-glass
inkstand on a suitably inscribed silver tray by Grand Master Edward
C.Day on behalf of the Grand Lodge. In reporting such action as
part of his Grand Master’s Address, he added:

“*His modest nature did not permit him to do more than formally
acknowledge the gift, but the following day I received from him
a letter so characteristic of him, that I read it to you for the reason
that in no other manner can I convey to you his expressions of
thankfulness for your kind remembrance,™''*
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In part of that letter Judge Hedges, had the following to say
about his work as Grand Secretary and his Masonic philosophy:

“Little did I think when I took the office of Grand Secretary
on the departure of Brother Hosmer, that it would occupy so
much of my time and service through the best years of my
life? Surely 1t was not for the higher honors, and still less for
the slender emoluments of the position, but altogether from
the encouragement and approbation of my brethren and the
growing conviction that I might accomplish as good a life work
here as anywhere else in aiding to build up an institution whose
influence on the individual is at the same time in sparing and
restraining, while upon sanctity it is harmonizing, elevating
and liberalizing.”""

Hedges resumed his affiliation with a newspaper, when on July
4, 1872, he accepted a retainer of $30 per week to write one editorial
per day for the Helena Herald. He continued this editorial writing,
with some periods of irregularity, until March 16, 1891.'*

The memoral written on Hedges for the Grand Lodge
Proceedings at the time of his death summed up his contribution
to Montana in this field, “thus he contributed his pan toward the
formation of a sound and healthy public opinion.”™"

The year 1872 also brought a change in his law partnership. On
October 11, 1872, he dissolved his partnership with Robert Lawrence

and “sold him books and accounts for $500,” and L. M. Burson had
earlier left the Territory. On the 11th, he expressed his sentiments:

“Rather tired, but it seems good to be alone...It pays to be
alone in business. Nearly everybody congratulates me on being
by myself.”

The next day his worth as an extremely capable attorney was
shown well; he noted “Lawrence beggar asked to come in with me,
Wheeler also proposes to come in,™"*

Yet another event of 1872 continued to make that year important
in his life. It was that year he switched denominations from the
Methodist Church to the Presbyterian Church and noted on August
15, a meeting of the fledgling Helena Presbyterian Church in his
office.
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Four years later, almost to the day, he wrote “Communion at our
church - [ was ordained elder, with some hesitation and misgiving - |
hardly know what my duty was.”""”

There were also times in Montana, that the lack of reliable
communication was very disturbing to Hedges with his inquiring
mind. The following comment expresses the point well Presidential
election in the states - “We got very little news - in the evening
just as we exPected to hear the results, the wires gave out most
provokingly.”"®

Grief struck the Hedges family again at the opening of 1873.
Edna and the children were visiting in New England and had been
for most of the year 1872. On the evening of New Year’s Day, 1873
he received news of Langford’s death his youngest son, named after
N. P. Langford.

Hedges wrote “Overwhelmed by it Sat up all night alone in
my office - It seems too bad to believe possible - Tried to write
a comforting letter to Edna - Thus ends my Happy New Year -
even at its beginning - Our loss 1s the Childs gain - Gods Will
be done.”™""”

The year 1873 did bring some joy nevertheless. On October
23, along with several others, he was elected to membership in the
Historical Society of Montana. Here also his talents were recognized
and utilized by his being immediately elected Recording Secretary. '

He prepared much material for the Montana Historical Society
and was 1ts recording secretary until 1885 and 1ts president in 1905.
[f the year 1873 opened with grief, it could at least be said that the
year 1874 opened in discouragement for Hedges and most of the
other residents of Helena. Helena’s most destructive fire occurred
on January 9. Cornelius version of the holocaust was written in his
journal:

“The Greatest Fire for Helena - The alarm first about 7 in
morning as [ was getting up - [ went at once - Wind was blowing
a hurricane ...tried to save some things from my office but lost
all - Feared for dwelling house till 2 p.m. when we started a
cooking-fire and took first meal - Lost much but saved more
- The miracle is that anything is left - Both banks destroyed -
Had only 75 cents in pockets -Thank God -Take Courage.”"*
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It was a bitter cold morning on January 9, that Helena suffered
the worst of her great fires. It was the last of nine destructive blazes in
a five-year span. The fire began in the Chinese section of town when
a cook reportedly mistook a bucket of oil for water while trying to
extinguish a stovepipe fire. Strong winds fanned the resulting flames
through a large part of the town, destroying many businesses, 150
homes and all the records of the Montana Historical Society, and
much of the records of the Grand Lodge of Montana. One man died
when he couldn’t escape from the second floor of the International
Hotel, which burned to the ground for the second time. Helena's fires
were abetted by the many fragile wooden buildings crowded close
together, as well as the narrow main street through town. In 1886,
a fire watch tower called the “Guardian of the Gulch™ was built on
Tower Hill overlooking downtown Helena and remains there today.

Again the sweet came with the bitter, another son was born to
Edna and Cornelius on March 14, 1874. He was named Cornelius,
Jr., nicknamed “Toby”, and succeeded his father as Grand Secretary
of the Montana Grand Lodge in 1907 after serving several yvears as
Assistant Grand Secretary.'” And in late spring and early summer
he returned east for a family reunion on the occasion of his parent’s,
Mr. and I\e;h;s Dennis Hedges, Golden Wedding Anniversary on May
13, 1874,

He left Helena for the east on April 15, and arrived in Corinne,
Utah Territory, on the 21st and traveled by rail to Massachusetts,
visiting for about a week in late April in Independence, lowa. He
returned to Helena in early July to learn he had been nominated
on the Republican ticket for Territorial Delegate. For the remaining
twenty days prior to Election Day, he campaigned vigorously.'*

However, he was a Republican in a predominantly Democratic
Territory, and that off-set even his highly respected character and
acknowledged ability. Hedges himself, the day after the Election
Day, acknowledged the final verdict, “news comes in discouraging
- Trying to reconcile myself to disaster.”'** A brief account
Hedges' political sentiments and affiliations is helpful since it has
bearing with the preceding account of his defeat for the office of
Territorial Delegate. From early manhood until about 1867, he was
a Democrat."*® Progressive Men of the State of Montana, of which
Cornelius Hedges was a compiler, and Will Hedges in an article
on his father ascribe the point of change as the Civil War and
Lincoln’s election.'?’
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But Cornelius Hedges daily journal entries contradict this
contention. While in Independence, Iowa, he helped organize a
Democratic Club."™ During the Civil War, he took the position that
both sides were responsible for the war, and personally, he favored
any action that would bring about an honorable peace.'”

Upon Lincoln’s re-election in 1864, he wrote “saw newspaper
account of Lincoln’s election - more war, debt and disaster.”*"

At the first election after his arrival in Montana, October 24,
1864, Hedges recorded “we all went down and voted - | voted
the Democratic ticket, but didn’t like it, neither the men nor their
principles.”"! The switch to the Republican party occurred sometime
between then and mid-summer of | 867.

By July, 1868, he was definitely a dedicated Republican.'” Thus
it appears that his movement to Montana and the conditions he found
here, and not the Civil War and Lincoln’s election, was the stimulus
to switch from the Democratic Party to the Republican Party. In
1874, Judge Hedges was chosen by the Republican party as a
delegate to Congress, but in those days of Democratic supremacy he
failed of election, although his personal following was remarkable.

As to his effectiveness as a political orator, the Virginia City
Madisonian offered one opinion:

*Hon. Cornelius Hedges, of Helena, arrived in the city the first
of the week. Mr. Hedges talks better on educational topics than he
did on politics when he stood for Congress on the Republican side
last August.™""

Cornelius Hedges office was the scene of a variety of meetings.
It was ever at the disposal of those interests which would benefit the
entire community and territory. For three days in 1875, April 21,
22 and 23, he was very much mnvolved with a railroad convention
and his office served as the meeting chambers of the executive
committee."* On the evening of May 7, 1875, his office was
occupied first by a School Board session and then by a meeting of
the Presbyterian Church Trustees.'” The Helena Board of Trade,
forerunmer of the Chamber of Commerce, met in Judge Hedges’
office on December 2, 1878, and his office was again the scene of
another meeting December 4, 1878, this time of the Agricultural
Society."* Through much of Hedges lifetime, several meetings of
this type were held in his offices each month.



39 The Cornelius Hedges Story

Because of his “acknowledged professional ability,”""” Hedges
was appointed reporter for the Territorial Supreme Court on August
9, 1875. On May 25, 1876,"" he wrote his first abstract of a Supreme
Court decision.'” This position carried the right to abstract the
Supreme Court Cases, publish them, and hold the copyright on all
the volumes of abstracts written. He held the position until January
28, 1888, when he was asked to relinquish the position, and in the
intervening 12 years he published several volumes for which his
manuscripts were “always a model for the printer to set up.”™""

During the later years of his life, Cornelius Hedges was admiringly
and affectionately known as “Judge Hedges.” The right to this title
was his public service as Probate Judge for Lewis and Clark County
from December 1, 1875, to December 18, 1880.'"

He first became the Republican nominee for the office on July
3, 1875. On August 2, Election Day, he noted that there were even
“several Republicans working against me.” The efforts of these party
renegades were unsuccessful however. His journal entries for August
3 and 4 contain the story. On August 3, he wrote the following:

“Independent, the Democratic newspaper of Helena, announced
my defeat this morning, but the figures indicate a different
result -Heard from all but Sun River during the day and I am
about 100 ahead - Democrats concede my election.” And the
next day he added: “Heard from Sun River about noon -my
election assured.”'*

His duties as Probate Judge included performing civil marriages,
registrar of town lots, and the hearing of civil and criminal
misdemeanors and minor felonies.'"” An example of a case he
handled was the criminal case against Tom Travis, a Helena youth,
charged with hitting a Chinese laundryman with a stone. He was
found guilty, and fined $10 plus costs, which totaled $60.'*

On November 5, I878, he was reelected Probate Judge with a
majority in excess of 300 votes."”” His comments concerning the
election are rather interesting. On November 2, he wrote: “The
confounded election is a continual bother,” and on the 3rd., he
added “Election matters break up business ... Running around to
accommodate people all day.”*
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When he ran for reelection in 1880, however, he was concerned
with more important matters. In October, 1880, three of his children
caught diphtheria, and during the election Hedges was much more
concerned with their serious conditions than campaigning.

Less than a week after his defeat, Ellen Caroline Noble Hedges,
his youngest child, on November 8 died at the age of 2 1/2 years.
Judge Hedges last day in office was December 18, 1880.'"

His Journals, June 6, 1887. The final pages of his 1876 journal
contain a record of the marriages he performed as Probate Judge,
with the names of the witnesses, for I876 and 1877. The final pages
of his 1878 journal contain a similar record for 1878, and the final
pages of the 1879 and 1880 journals contain similar records for 1879
and 1880 respectively, plus a record of fines charged in his court,
listed by date, name, charge, and amount of fine for each of the two
years, 1879 and 1880,

Hedges often attended the sessions of the Territorial Legislature
during his tenure in office as Superintendent of Public Instruction to
lobby for better school laws. He attended the 1876 legislative session
in such a capacity. and his comment on February 11, indicates he
was not too impressed with its accomplishments. He wrote:

“Legislature closed today, was up till 12 to see it out. Calamities
like all else have an end. No school laws changed. Railroad
bills all Signed. No Insane bill passed. Helped Governor in
looking over some bills.”™"*

In acknowledgment of his oratorical ability, Judge Hedges was
selected to make the Fourth of July Address for Lewis and Clark
County in 1876, in conjunction with the National Centennial
celebration of that year."" Whenever he made a major speech, he
always spent much time in preparation, and this was no exception.
He hcganltj]isturica] research for the address on the afternoon of June
14, 1876.""

On February 20, 1878:"Witnessed the operation of the Telephone
in the evening.” At that time the telephone was one of the newest

marvels of the invention age."”' The telephone was developed by
Bell between 1873 and 1876, and patented in 1876 and 1877.
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Those who knew and respected Judge Hedges as a trusted
triend were legion, and ranged from the Chinese of the upper Gulch
district of Helena to the highest territorial officials. As an example,
the friendship between Territorial Chief Justice Decius Wade and
Hedges was very close. Many an afternoon, the residents of Helena
would see Judge Wade and Judge Hedgcs out for a vigorous walk
of usually a considerable distance.”* Neither was it uncommon
for thel,‘_,e two, with several others, to meet for an evening game of
whist,'*

Decius Spear Wade was an attorney, judge, writer, and politician
often called the “Father of Montana Jurisprudence™ for his role in
establishing the common law and statutory law of Montana. He was
a judge and state senator in Ohio before serving sixteen years as
Chief Justice of the Montana Territorial Supreme Court. Wade was
appointed the third Chief Justice of the Montana Territorial Supreme
Court by President Ulysses S. Grant on March 14, 1871, His sixteen
year tenure on that court was the longest served by any member. He
was appointed to three more terms, serving on the court until 1887.

As the Hedges family grew and as their resources increased, there
was a need for a newer, more commodious residence. On March 2,
878, the Judge signed a contract to have built a new, brick-veneer
home at the corner of Broadway and Rodney Streets. The cost was
$4550, (to be paid in five installments as follows: $1500 on June I,
$1000 on July 1, $1000 on August I, $300 on August 15, and the
final payment of $750 on September 1."* On March 14, he let an
additional $310 contract for excavation and laying the foundation,
and excavation began on the 18th for the two-story, fourteen-room
residence with a cupola. On April 24, they ordered new furniture
and carpeting. The brickwork was complete by late July, and the
interior finishing began in early August. General painting began on
September 18, and the carpeting was laid and furniture was moved
to the new house in early October. Finally, on October 22, the entire
family slept in the new home that night."

Perhaps the greatest source of pleasure of the new home for
Judge Hedges was the library."™® In later years, Toby wrote to one
of his father’s friends concerning Judge Hedges and his library, “in
Helena with a vast amount of wealth and a good deal of culture, his
was undoubtedly the largest and most expensive private Library.”™'”’























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































