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The Montana Freemason Magazine is produced by
the Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc. Articles in this
publication reflect the personal opinions of the writers
and do not necessarily represent the official stance of
the Montana Masonic Foundation or the Grand Lodge
A.F.&A.M. of Montana, unless otherwise stated.

Members of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Montana
receive the Montana Freemason Magazine from the
Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc.

All material is copyrighted and is the property of the
Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc., and the authors. (C)
Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc. All rights reserved.

Articles may be reproduced, displayed, modified, or
distributed with the permission of the copyright holder.
When reprinted articles, note: "Reprinted with permission
of the Montana Freemason Magazine.”

The Editorial Staff invites contributions, including
informative articles, reports, news, and other current
information that generally relate to Masonry.

Article Submission. Adhering to the following guidelines
is crucial when submitting articles for publication.

Montana Freemason

Photographs & Artwork. Original pictures or those
taken with digital cameras work best. Use the highest
resolution, with 300 dpi being the ideal setting. Please do
not send newspaper pictures or inkjet prints, as they will
not reproduce satisfactorily. Preferred file types: JPEG,
JPG, TIFF, PNG, or PSD. All photographs should include
the name of the photographer and the name of the event
or individuals who might have been in the photo. Printed
photographs will not be returned.

Text & Copy. The articles must be either typewritten
or computer-generated. Submissions can be sent to the
editor via email, fax, regular mail, or delivered in person
to the Grand Lodge office. It'simportant to spell-check all
articles, which will undergo peer review and evaluation.
Unfortunately, we cannot offer compensation for items,
photos, or other materials submitted for publication.
Please email all photos and articles to the address
provided below.

Reid Gardiner, Editor

The Montana Freemason Magazine
PO Box 1158

Helena, MT 59624-1158

gs@grandlodgemontana.org
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Officer Installation
Glendive Lodge 31 & Lower Yellowstone Lodge 90

Lower Yellowstone Lodge #90
& Glendive Lodge #31
Joint Officer Installation
August 17,2025

Helena No. 3

HELENA LODGE NO. 3.

24 folks forthe Helena Lodge No.3 stated meeting. Several EAand FCs present.
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Annual Picnic at Bannack Before the
Bannack Historic Lodge No. 3-7-77
Meeting.

Lunch was cooked and served by four brothers
of the Dillon Lodge. We had close to 140 this year.
Visiting brethren this year included 12 brothers
from Oklahoma, and two brothers from Alberta
and Saskatchewan. The program this year was a
most interesting talk by Brother Cody Johnson of
Livingston Lodge No. 32 and Virginia City No. 1.

o cooks Kevin Magill and Gary Williams
along with MW Bro. Mark Bassett Grand Marshal
who was kind enough to help.

The crowd enjoying themselves and their meal.
Several people had mentioned to us that our steaks
this year were the best ever. Practice makes perfect
for sure.

Past Grand Master Johnathon Dahlquist giving audience to a few of our
curious guests for the day.
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WORLD FAMOUS HELENA LODGE NO. 3
WELCOMES FIVE NEW ENTERED APPRENTICES

" HELENA LODGE NO. 3.

Lodge #3 welcomed five new Entered Apprentices on Saturday, Bro. Paul Martello held the East for the
degrees. The Brothers who turned out made it a memorable morning. Even more special—two proud fathers
watched as their sons were raised from Candidates to Brothers!

Mountain Lodge No. 110 Installation of Officers for 2025-2026
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On September 4th Bro. Frank DePriest, Chinook No. 5o, received his 5oyr. pin and certificate
of achievement Pictured from left to right: assisting SD John South of Havre Lodge #55, Jr. PM
Brian DeRosa, Bro. Frank DePriest, and Ben Hall, PM and soyr member. W. Bro. DePriest was
Initiated on April 20, 1972, Passed September 19, 1974 and Raised February 6, 1975 in Chinook
Lodge No. 5o0.

Helena No. 3 November Meeting

HELENA LODGE NO. 3.
T e o e L

S e T

A well attended stated meeting of November 3rd. WB Ken Bates ,Jr Grand Steward in attendance
along with our Lodge Secretary Sam Whitehead, Jr Past Grand Master AF&AM of Montana.
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2025-2026
CHOTEAU NO. 44 PONDERA NO. 80 AND MERIDIAN NO. 105

el g,

Congratulations to the officers of Choteau No. 44 Pondera No. 8o and Meridian No.105

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2025-2026
HIRAM LODGE NO. 52

MWGM Jason went to visit WB Marty Reierson and to assist in the installation of the new officer line for
Hiram #52 in Forsyth on September 2, 2005. Congratulations to WM Sig Helickson and the officer line for
the ensuing Masonic year. You dedication to your lodge and the fraternity are admirable!
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2025-2026
CARBON LODGE NO. 65

The last lodge visit for the week was with WB Brice Ligget to Carbon No. 65. It was our great pleasure to install
the officers and sit in on a wonderful meeting with the brothers. Carbon Lodge has a lot going on, and a first
degree coming up in October. Congratulations to the brethren for their outward passion toward their lodge
and their community!

Grand Master Visits Unity Lodge No. 71

JI
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This visit to Unity No. 71 was most pleasant! They were a recipient of an award that allowed them to do lodge
building renovations, and they honored the donor before the officer installation. New flooring, new paint,
and a new candidate for their lodge are the highlights. WB Marty and | conducted their installation, and good
things are coming this year with WB Richard at the helm Congratulations No. 71!
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Together

By Wayne Spooner

Freemasons are builders. Around the world today, or code of conduct. Since the dawn of Speculative
we are a Speculative Craft of Builders. How oftendo Masonry more than 300 years ago, Freemasons
we stop and think about what that statement really continue the legacy of building knowledgeable and
means? First, in this context, “Craft” is another wise men who exemplify good moral character.
name for the fraternity; similar to the old guilds

or associations of skilled craftsmen known during With that historical context set, we can tackle an
medieval times. Next, we can begin our topic by often unasked question, what does speculative
addressing an often misunderstood distinction mean in Freemasonry? "By Speculative Masonry, we
about the work of Freemasons throughout history. learn to subdue the passions, act upon the square,
To do so, we turn to a moment in our ritual ceremony  keep a tongue of good report, maintain secrecy, and
when a Brother learns that “"Our ancient Brethren practice charity.” That ritual excerpt is a meaningful
wrought in operative and speculative both. We contribution to answer that question. By the way,
work in speculative only.” That ritual excerpt is easy to extract a fuller meaning of that ritual excerpt,
to overlook, and therefore, many Brethren miss substitute the word “love” for “charity;” that change
its profound significance. The distinction between helps to communicate the broader scope intended
Operative Masonry and Speculative Masonry beyonda limitingviewinourmore modern context of
is foundational to our learning experience in justcharitable orbenevolentactivities. Again, a code
Freemasonry. Our Brethren, who were exceptionally ofconductshinesthroughandoutlineshowtobehave
skilled craftsmen to build monuments of architecture asFreemasons. Next, in asimilar part of theritual, we
like the magnificent cathedrals, castles and similar gain insight about spiritual growth as well; here is a
edifices throughout the ages, focused on the relevantexcerpt, "It leads the contemplative to view
skill of physical building while also constructing with reverence and admiration the glorious works of
honorable men of moral and spiritual distinction, the creation, and inspires him with the most exalted
quality character, and admirable reputation in the ideas of the perfection of his Divine Creator.”Thus,
community. While gathered together for years, morality and spirituality are foundation stones upon
decades or even generations to complete those which speculative Freemasons build better versions
physical structures, our operative Brethren taught, of themselves.

reinforced and were living examples of how good

men improve themselves, behave and act in society. Moving further in our exploration, we highlight the
Said simply, they defined and lived by a standard “act of speculating” which is to think, contemplate,

Montana Freemason 10 Nov/Dec 2025 Volume 101 No. 4



reflect, ponder or wonder. To assist our Brethren in
this important thinking work, some of our Masonic
teachers encourage their students to regularly
ask themselves these two questions, “what does
that mean?” and “what does that mean to me?”
Both questions spark thought, contemplation and
reflection about portions of the ritual work, our
Masonic symbols, aspects about Lodge operations,
the purpose of our charitable programs, how to plan
an event, etc. Continually asking and answering
those questions help to build skill, experience and
confidence as a Speculative Freemason. Overall, the
valuable life lessons embedded in Freemasonry are
plentiful; they are extracted and exposed through
speculation done in our quiet moments alone and
in groups when Brethren gather to lean, build and
grow together.

So, what is the goal of this speculative work?
To help us become Freemasons more than
just in name only and make purposeful
progress to become the best version of
ourselves. Along that faithful journey,
we also combine our talents, strengths
and resources to build something bigger
than ourselves which inspires humility, care and
gratitude. Ultimately, the acquisition of wisdom is an
aspiration that Freemasonry prompts us to seek; not
for selfish reasons, but rather to serve as a beacon
or source of Light for others. "By continued study
of Masonic philosophy, symbolism, and its history,
you will be traveling toward the ultimate goal of
Freemasonry - Wisdom in all things. Many men are
knowledgeable, good and bad. Few men are wise.
And no man who is really wise can be anything but
good.” This excerpt comes from the book, “The Craft
and Its Symbols” which is one of the Top 25 books
that every Master Mason should read. Wisdom is
more than the acquisition of knowledge, it is derived
through focused contemplation and reflection. It is
a pathway to see the purpose, patterns and order in
Freemasonry and more broadly in life.

F*Morality and spirituality are
foundation stones upon which
speculative Freemasons build
better versions of themselves.

“Freemasons investing in self-improvement and
being useful to others” is a powerful message
promoted about lllinois Freemasonry. That message
is prominently displayed on our website, ilmason.
org for our Brethren, membership prospects and
the broader public to see. Central to that message

Montana Freemason
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is the self-improvement and transformative journey
that our Brothers pursue through their membership
experience as speculative Freemasons. That deep
desire to learn and improve is literally what we came
here to do. That said, do you have a clear definition
about what self-improvement really means and looks
like? Here is a concise perspective to consider, “self-
improvementisintentionally buildingabetterversion
of me!” Theinvestmentoftime, talentsandresources
to learn, develop and grow should be intentional and
not random. Rest assured that the fraternity and
Brethren are here to assist and support you. Some of
the genuine friendships developed in Freemasonry
occur by spending decades growing together as

good men, husbands, fathers, grandfathers, co-
workers and members of the community. Also,
did you interpret the requirement of personal
accountability for that continuous improvement
of “me” that is embedded in that statement?
Take ownership of the fact that you are the
only person who can change you, and use
that personal power to intentionally move
forward! Fundamentally, Freemasonry
has plenty of Light or knowledge that
can turbocharge your self-improvement
journey and provides the corresponding support
structure to make that journey fun, satisfying and
meaningful.

Making the commitment to help a Brother, your
Lodge or the grand jurisdiction grow and move
forward is not a topic often discussed or fully
understood. In particular, for us to grow together
as Brothers, we should focus on three words
that underscore a realistic approach to making
commitments to one another as fellow builders in
Speculative Masonry. Said simply, "Commitment=
Ability + Desire + Capacity.”

-Important Note: Our Masonic mentors and
teachers have an important role in this topic. You
are the trusted friends and guides who can help
provide valuable feedback and work with a Brother
on how he can best contribute to the Lodge and
fraternity. Help the Brother find his path, purpose
and enjoyment in Freemasonry!

WABILITY - Objectively assess the current
knowledge, talent, skill, proficiency, experience and
confidence possessed by a Brother to successfully
get something done. We should force ourselves
to embrace the reality that familiarity about how
something is done is different than the specific
knowledge of the discreet steps and actions needed
to accomplish a desired result. Whetheritis correctly
setting up the lodge room, performing our ritual
work or putting on a Past Master’s recognition dinner
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event, itis critical that we make an honest assessment for all
Brethren involved. Also, if the Brother is willing to learn and
increase his ability, then that information should definitely
be factored in as well.

#DESIRE - Having an expressed interest in, a passion for
and a willingness to make the topic a personal priority.

WCAPACITY - Honestly evaluate the realistic amount of
time and energy (including health and wellness) available
to follow through on the work needed in the required
timeframe. Too often, Brethren are tossed into situations
in which a thoughtful conversation as men and Freemasons
beforehand would benefit all involved and avoid negative
consequences. For example, a Brother may have the ability
and desire to lead the project for the Lodge to participate
in the town’s community parade next month; :
however, he just had his second child and recently
received a promotion at work. His capacity to
take on that significant project responsibility is
likely too low at this time; therefore, a different
approach should be planned.

Lastly, keep these powerful words in mind as |
a foundation for thoughtful conversations to |
secure realistic commitments as fellow builders |
as we learn, develop and grow together in the
years and decades ahead.

Reflecting on this journey of exploration, we can
absolutely marvel at the exceptional work of and guidance
provided by the Freemasons who have gone this way before [N oI MVER(oNe[ o)A {eTe[1dsIT5
us. We inherit a legacy grounded in the timeless methods as Brothers, we should

in which good ]lc’nen grow together through a life filled with focus on three words that
learning, love for one another, enjoyment, and service to - e
humanigty. Encourage the BrethrenJin your Masonic network underscore a real_IStIC

to speculate together and extract the Light available to approach to making

all of us from the ritual and broader experiences acquired commitments to one

as working Freem?csons. Let];s promote and reinstall a another as fellow builders
standard or code of conduct for what it means to live as . .

knowledgeable and useful Freemasons. Your loyalty to the I Speculatlve Masonry'
tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth along with being . -
a living example of our Four Cardinal Virtues of temperance, Commitment = Ability +
fortitude, prudence and justice (amongst other treasured Desire + Capacity
Masonic lessons) will continue to fuel the Masonic
Renaissance occurring in Freemasonry. Remember, you do
not travel alone on this journey through life so work with
your Masonic mentors and teachers. Finally, we encourage
and challenge you to be a local spark and shining example
who provides evidence of the transformative power of our
beloved Speculative Craft of Builders.

Right Worshipful Brother Wayne Spooner
Grand Lodge Membership Committee Chairman

Reprinted with permission from lllinois Freemason Magazine,
Summer 2025, Vol. 36, No. 3 and Wayne Spooner, author.



Meridian Lodge No. 105 Welcomes
New Entered Apprentice

Meridian Lodge No. 105 EA Degree held on 3 Dec 2024.

Helena No. 3 Welcomes Three New Master Masons

™
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Congratulations to the 3 new Master Masons raised in Helena Lodge No. 3 on November 18th
Nicholas Scott, William Stotts and Chris Shermer.
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