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Developed by the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction Scottish
Rite, the Not Just a Man. A Mason" campaign was launched

We ,[ . i""'l- d to educate the public and inspire our Masonic brethren about

who we are and what we stand for as Freemasons. To date, the
campaign is being used in 47 statesand in more than 10 countries

Nnan Kuna internationally. The campaign has been translated into Spanish,
French, Portuguese, and a Russian translation is underway.
should be hORtygyess; Y

exaCtly that. The Supreme Council is sharing their entire "Not Just a Man.

A Mason" campaign material with our Masonic family for their
advertising and promotional programs, as long as they adhere
to the rules in the campaign guidelines we have provided.
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Editor
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Articles &

Correspondence

The Montana Freemason Magazine is published by
and is a product of the Montana Masonic Foundation,
Inc. Unless otherwise noted; articles in the publication
express only the private opinion or assertion of the writer
and do not necessarily reflect the official position of
the Montana Masonic Foundation or the Grand Lodge
A.F.&A.M. of Montana.

The Montana Freemason Magazine is provided to
members of the Grand Lodge A.F.& A.M. of Montana by
the Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc.

All material is copyrighted and is the property of the
Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc, and the authors. (C)
Montana Masonic Foundation, Inc. All rights reserved.

Articles may be reproduced or disE!ayed, modified, or
distributed with the permission of the copyright holder.
When reprinted articles should note: “Reprinted with
permission of the Montana Freemason Magazine.”

The Editorial Staff invites contributions in the form of

informative articles, reports, news, and other timely
information that broadly relate to general Masonry.
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Article Submission. These points should be followed for
articles submitted for publication.

Photographs & Artwork. Original pictures or pictures
from digital camera work best,use the highest resolution.
Newspaper pictures and Ink Jet prints will not reproduce
satisfactorily. All photographs must indicate who took
the photo and the name of the event or persons who may
appear on it. Printed photographs will not be returned.

Text & Copy. Articles must be typewritten. Articles can
be submitted to the editor by e-mail, fax, regular mail
or dropped off at the Grand Lodge office. Articles must
be spell checked, and are subject to peer review and
evaluation. Compensation is not permitted for item,
photo or other material submitted for publication. E-Mail
all photos and articles to the address below.

Reid Gardiner, Editor

The Montana Freemason Magazine
PO Box 1158

Helena, MT 59624-1158
gs@grandlodgemontana.org

(406) 4427774
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Lies A Treasure Trove
Of Historic Montana Artifacts

The Montana Masonic Foundation
Invites You To Explore
| New Expanded Museum

Our Al

Behind This Door

425 N Park Avenue
Helena, Montana
(406) 442-7774

"CF'F YF}
//___t-

3 ﬂ--"'l

B
The Masonic Apron belonging to
Meriwether Lewis', which he carried
on the Corps of Discovery trek
across the country, is on display.
There are also with two paintings
depicting the first Masonic meeting
in the Territory, now the State of
Montana. '

This British Army drum with its
original drum sticks was taken
from the British and later played
during the Revolutionary and
Civil Wars.

This Grand Masters' Lion Paw signet
ring is made of gold mined at Alder
Gulch, Virginia City, Montana Territory
in 1887, by Samuel Word, who was
one of the first lawyers admitted to
practice law in the Montana, Territory
on December 4, 1864.

These are but a few of the treasures waiting for you to
discover at the site of one of Helena's first gold claims.



EVERETT LYNN
ELDER STATESMAN

October 7, 2022. It was an honor and privilege to sit in Lodge with brother Everett
Lynn. He just turned 9g and has been a Mason for over 73 years. Thank you for the many
years of loyal service and leadership to Masonry in Montana. L-R: Brother Everett Lynn
(3, 51) and Sam Whitehead (3, 205) R.W. Sr. Gr. Warden

Brother Lynn was Initiated on December 15, 1948, Passed on February 16, 1949, and
Raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on March 13, 1949. He received his 50
Year nf"nemher award in 1999, and in 2015 he was inducted into the Montana Masonic
Hall of Fame.

Statesman, yet friend to truth! Of soul sincere, In action faithful, and in honor clear; Who broke no
promise, served no private end, Who gained no title, and who lost no friend.
- Alexander Pope
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WELENA MASONS QIFT
MENORAL ‘
TO MONTANA JEWiSH PROJECT

Reid Gardiner, Editor

|
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Menorah presentation, courtesy of Helena Valley
Scottish Rite, 2022.

One month ago, the newly formed Montana Jewish
Project bought the original Jewish synagogue in Helena,
MT, from the Catholic diocese (which had owned the
building for 4o years). King Salomon Lodge #g (Helena)
was comprised mostly of Jewish masons from the 1860s
to the early 1900s). The original presumed menorah,
which the Scottish rite obtained at a certain point, is
now back in the building!

We are delighted and honored with the donation and
stewardship of the Helena Scottish Rite Masons of
the original menorah, which belonged to the historical
congregation of the Emanu-El Temple. Evan Reba-
Jones (also a mason) spoke at their public Feast of
Tishri to celebrate their gratitude and express their
heartfelt thanks to the Creator/Divine. Many early
Jewish settlers and congregants were Masons, and we
are pleased to learn, share and celebrate our common
history and values with all masonry bodies. We brought
the menorah to the lending library and museum of the
Emanu-El Historical Temple.
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Menorah presentation, courtesy of Helena Valley Scottish Rite,
2022.

“Temple Emanu-El is the oldest synagogue in
Montana and was the first synagogue built between
St. Paul, Minnesota, and Portland, Oregon, 120 years
ago. The Jewish con?regation made the difficult
decision to sell the building to the state of Montana
for one dollar after the Great Depression.

Helena’'s Jewish community has been without a
local synagogue for decades. Fundraising is underway
to buy back a synagogue that's been owned by the
Catholic Diocese since the 1980s. The building was
converted into a three-story office building and
later sold to the Helena Catholic Diocese, which
until recently used it as office space. Helena’s Jewish
cammunitnjumped at the opportunity to buy the
building when they heard that the Catholic Diocese
would be willing to sell the building.

The Montana Jewish Project signed an agreement
with the Catholic Diocese of Helena to acquire the
building. The planistoturnitintoaJewish Community
Center that can host religious celebrations, and
cultural and educational events. “Our vision is to
use the building as it now exists and to grow and to
build from there,” Stanfel says. “So, ultimately, do
we want to carve back out a sanctuary? Absolutely.
Is it going to be one giant space with 86-foot-high
ceilings? No.” 4
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Temple Emanu-EI,hE_uiIt in 1890. Courtesy of Ellen Baumler,

Consulting Historian, Montana Historical Society,Helena
Board of Trade.

——

Temple Emanu-El building 2022. Photo courtesy of Gardiner,
Daniel J., G.S., Grand Lodge of Montana.

"The immigrants’ desire for an organized
community to unite them in their diverse origins
led to the formation of the Hebrew Benevolent
Association on December 3, 1966. The association,
numbing sixty-four members by 1867, designated as
its purposes: “To relieve the distressed and support
the afflicted, attend to the sick and bury the dead...”
as well as aiding the poor. Both Moses Morris and
Sol Star were two the first Presidents of the Hebrew
Benevolent Association.

The strength and wealth of the Helena Jewish
community of this time is best demonstrated by
their efforts to build a synagogue in Helena. On
July 28, 1889, “a meetina of the Hebrews called
by Mr. Herman Tonn for the Rurpose of organizing
a congregation met at the A.O.UW hall.” Morris
Silverman and Adolph Birkenfield were selected to
serve as president and vice president, respectively,
until a constitution could be adopted. At the second
meeting, a motion was made and carried to call
themselves the Congregation Emanu-El. At a later
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Helena Valley Scottish Rite, 2022.

meeting, a committee was appointed to find a lot
for the temple and to solicit contributions “from
everybody irrespective of religion; and in June 1890,
the congregation bought a lot on the corner of Tenth
and Ewing Avenues from Moses Morris for $4,000.
Governor Joseph K Toole laid the cornerstone of the
temple building on October 2, 1890. The presence
of a synagogue in Helena was a source of pride for
the majority of citizens. Newspaper accounts of the
dedication ceremony recount that the temple was
the first in the Pacific Northwest and the only one
between St. Paul and Portland. Also, the Temple
Emanu-El was a curiosity to many Helenans.

Helena in the 18o00s contained a myriad of
religious, service, fraternal, and social associations,
and nearly every societr (except for the religious
ones, of course) had at least one Jewish member.
Nearly every Jewish male in Helena belonged to
the Masonic Temple, and many were affiliated with
Kinlg Solomon's Lodge No. g, although it was not
exclusively Jewish.”,
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“Jews took part in the settling and pioneering
of the state of Montana from the earliest times,
attracted by stories of wealth and adventure. The
early Montana Jews shared certain characteristics.
Many were former Confederates who came to
Montana immediately after the Civil War to establish
businesses. Helena’s placer boom brought thousands
stampeding for gold. Of this number, 160 Jewish
men came to Last Chance Gulch between 1865 and
1871. Before the efforts to organize in Helena and
Butte, where the first strong Jewish communities
emerged, religion played a lesser role in the lives of
Montana Jews than good citizenship in the struggling
communities.

Furthermore, Jews who chose to scatter further
away from these two communities to a remoter area
in Montana grew isolated from their co-religionists,
lost much of their distinctiveness, and became
“characterized by their role as settlers, as pioneers,
rather than as Jews. Mining camps attracted Jews
who set aside religious concerns, at least temporarily
to make a living. Only after the business was well
established t:iidgl pioneer Jews undertake to erect
5¥nagogues and send for Rabbis.

he apparent ease with which Jews assimilated
in Montana might be explained in several ways.
Perhaps Montana people were unusually open to
diversity. With over forty nationalities counted in
an early census, the majority were outsiders and
newcomers. With so many strangers in a strange
land, a group was less likely to be singled out for
reasons other than obvious racial characteristics.
One man said, “now, where (are there) such good and
accommodating people as in the state of Montana.”
Perhaps tolerance was necessary for survival in a new
town where everyone was a relatrive newcomer. A
man or woman may have been judged more for their
talents, abilities, and worth to the community."s.

“The Jews who settled in Helena during the early
years of the gold rush were important participants
in the day-to-day life of the community. Most were
merchants and, as such, boosters for the community
who worked to solve civic problems and to promote
culturalactivities. Jews joined with other businessmen
in the direction of local affairs and placed themselves
in the forefront of movements that promised to
benefit Helena and Montana. They supported the
establishment of local government, organized
volunteer fire departments, joined fraternal and social
clubs, and held political offices. These enterprising
Jewish people had their own futures in view when
they thought of Helena, but they nevertheless played
a significant role in the growth of the community and
in the stabilization of the territory.

Not all of Helen's Jewish Masons were officers
of the Grand Lod?e of Montana, but many were
active members of their own local lodges. Helena
Lodge No. 3 and Morning Star Lodge No. 5 both had
Jewish members, but King Solomon’s Lodge No. g
was the Masonic Lodge most widely attended by
Helena’s Jewish pioneers. During its early years, the
lodge had numerous Jewish members, and most of
its Worshipful Masters were Jews. The combined
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terms of Solomon Star and Moses Morris account for
eighteen years (as Master of their Lodge), but two
other Jewish men were also Worshipful Masters for
No. g during the territorial period. Isaac Haas was
elected Worshipful Master in December 1871 and
Isreal Salhinger in December 1882.%,.

The Grand Lodge of Montana has had four Jewish Grand
Masters: Sol Star served as the second Grand Treasurer
later as and the second Grand Secretary and the seventh
Grand Master in 1873. Moses Morris served as Grand
Master in 1892. H. Sol Hepner served as Grand Master in
1904. Henry Lubin Frank held the office of Great Master
in 1905

L

Stained glass windows from Temple Emanu-El. Courtesy of Helena
As She Was, ww.helenahistory.org/Temple-Emanu-El.htm, and

Ellen Baumler, Montana Historical Society.

Solomon Star. “Sol” Star was born into a Jewish family
in Bavaria, Germany, on December 20, 1840. The family
immigrated to the United States around 1850 and took
up residence in Ohio. Sol Star arrived in Montanain 1865.
He became a Master Mason on November 4, 1865. Star
had been actively involved in the Masonic movement in
other gold camps and in Virginia City. He affiliated with
Virginia City Lodge No. 43 (which became Virginia City
Lodge No. 1) with the organization of the Grand Lodge
of Montana. He was the Junior Deacon at the Virginia
City Lodge. 1. When the Grand Lodge of Montana was
organized in 1866. He was one of the Master Masons who
attended the organizational session and was appointed
the Grand Sword Bearer. Star moved to Helena in 1867.
After moving to Helena, he was elected as the first
Worshipful Master of King Solomon’s Lodge No. g,
serving in that office from 1867 to 1879 and again in 1873
and 1874. He served as the second Grand Treasurer, and
in 1868 In 1867, he served as Grand Standard Bearer; the
following year, he became the second Grand Secretary
of the Grand Lodge of Montana, serving again in 1869.
In 1871 he was elected as Deputy Grand Master. In 1873
he was elected as the seventh Grand Master of Masons
in Montana. He was also a member of the Scottish
Rite and was a past Potentate of Algeria Shrine. Other
organizations included: the Order of Eastern Star, Order
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of Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Past Exalted Ruler of
Elks, and the Wooden of the World.

The Jews of Helena organized their own philanthropic
society, the Hebrew Benevolent Society. Sol Star
was also one of the first presidents of the Hebrew
Benevolent Association at Helena. The association
provided opportunities for socializing with their Jewish
neighbors and expanding their charitable activities
beyond their own. On December 30, 1872, the Helena
Fire Department was established, and several Jewish
men, including Sam Schwab and Sol Star, volunteered
their services. Star also served as a member of the Board
of Trade. President Grant appointed him the Registrar
of the U.S. Land Office at Helena from 1872-1874.
Star received another political appointment in 1874 as
Territorial Auditor for the Commonwealth of Montana
and served two years. He also served as the personal
Secretary to the Governor. Star and business associate
Seth Bullock. Bullock was also a Mason and member of
King Solomons Lodge No. g and the first Sheriff of Lewis
and Clark County, Montana. They owned a Mercantile
business in Helena. Star was also active in the banking
sector in Helena. While in Helena, he was known as one
of its most respected and dependable.

Sol Star moved to Deadwood, South Dakota, with his
business associate Seth Bullock, they operated several
businesses. Star continued his public service serving as
Mayor of Deadwood for fourteen years and was one of
the first councilmen elected in 1876 when the town was
organized. He later served as a legislator after statehood.
With the establishment of Lawrence County in 1877, he
was elected Clerk of Court for sixteen years. In 1879 he
served as Postmaster. Sol Star and Seth Bullock opened
a hardware store (Star & Bullock Hardware). They dealt
in real estate and livestock and established a flour mill
and Deadwood’s first hotel, the Bullock Hotel.

In 1896 the Hebrew Cemetery Association purchased
property on Deadwood’s Mt. Moriah. The section came
to be known as “Hebrew Hill.” Star died in Deadwood on
10 October 1917, and his funeral took place in Deadwood.
Star’s family in Missouri chose to bury him in St Louis,
Missouri, at New Mount Sinai Cemetery.s.

Moses Morris was born in 1844 in Seiny, duchy of
Posen, a Polish Provence under Prussian control. Morris
immigrated to the United States in 1838. He relocated to
Saint Paul, Minnesota, fortwo years. In 1860, he followed
a wagon train, walking behind it, from Leavenworth,
Kansas, to Denver, Colorado. In Denver, he opened a dry-
goods store, and two years later, he followed a group
on its way west. In 1864 he arrived in Virginia City and
opened the Morris brothers’ storehouse in Virginia City.
In 1865 he and his brother opened a mercantile business
in Helena, Montana. Morris invested in real estate,
livestock, and banks. In 1867, he built the first plaster
home in Helena. He also founded the electric light and
street railway companies in Helena. Morris spent nine
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years as a member of the Helena Chamber of Commerce.
He was treasurer of the Central Committee of the
Republican State Party and corresponding treasurer of
the Union League. From April 12, 1867, to September 1g,
1867, Moses Morris and his brother registered ten claims
in Lewis and Clark County. Merchants like the Morris
brothers preferred commerce over mining but continued
investing their capital in the mining industry. By the late
1860s, Jews were participating in organizing companies
and corporations to extract gold on a larger scale.

He was a distinguished part of Helena, serving several
years as City Alderman and twenty-five years as a
member ofthe Board of Trustees of the Montana Masonic
Home. After his retirement, he continued to be active in
the community by visiting the sick and people in distress,
visiting hospitals daily, comforting the bereaved, and
attending funeral services. Morris served as the first
president of the United Hebrew Benevolent Association
and an active member of the Emanu-El Congregation.

His Masonic journey began when he was raised by
Cornelius Hedges to the sublime degree of a Master
Mason on August 21, 1866, in Helena Lodge No. 3. In
December 1866, he was appointed as Senior Deacon.
He dimitted from No. 3 in 1867 and became a charter
member of King Solomon’s Lodge No. g. He served as
Worshipful Master for fourteen years. He was able to give
any degree or lecture at a moment’s notice. He entered
the Grand Lodge Officer line as Junior Grand Deacon
in 1870. Grand Sword Bearer in 1871; Grand Historian
in 1885, appointed Junior Grand Warden for the Grand
Lodge of Montana in 1889; and in 1891 elected as Deputy
Grand Master; in 1892, he was elected as Grand Master
of Masons in Montana. Moses Morris attended fifty-nine
annual communications of the Grand Lodge. In addition,
he was a member of the Scottish Rite.

In an act representative of his concern for his fellow
man. In the early days, he responded to a call to visit a
sick member of his Lodge who was in Deer Lodge. He
traveled three days by horse and sleigh in four feet of
snow, thirty below zero, making the return trip over
Mullen Pass with his deceased brother’s remains at the
risk of his own life. This kind of service and kindness
bound him to hundreds of Montana masons. Moses
Morris passed away on November 8, 1937, during the
ninety-third year of his life. He was laid to rest at the
Home of Peace Cemetery, Helena, Montana.e.

Herman Solomon Hepner. “H. Sol” Hepner was born
on February 25, 1869, in Tzaritzin (today, Volgograd),
Russia. He attended government school and had the
equivalent of a High School education at age thirteen. In
1882 Sol Hepner’s father brought the family to Helena,
Montana, where he operated a drygoods store. Sol did
not speak English at the time of his departure from
Russia. In 1885, Sol became the first male graduate of
Helena High School. Hepner was employed by Colonel
Broadwater’s Montana National BanE from 1885 until
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1889. He earned enough money to attend the University
of Michigan Law School, where he graduated in 1891. He
then worked as a lawyer at Helena, first as a member of
several law firms and then in his own private practice.

He possessed an engaging presence, an extensive
vocabulary, and a wealth of learning; he was endowed
with a scintillating mind and an orator of exceptional
achievements. He became interested in public service
and believed that public office is a public trust. His desire
to be of service to others was his dominant characteristic.
Sol Hepner was, in essence, a humanitarian. Comin
from a country that had always been hard on the Jewisﬁ
Eeople, he knew what it was to live in an autocracy. He

new the extent to which totalitarian and authoritarian
governments treated ordinary people under such
authority. He understood what liberty and freedom
meant for the individual. He also knew that for people
to be free and independent, there must be a complete
separation between church and state. He served as an
elected State Representative from 1887 to 1899. From
1909 to 1910, he was the County Attorney and served
as Helena's City Attorney from 1911 to 1912. In 1918,
Hepner was appointed to the First World War District
Exception Board No.1 by President Woodrow Wilson. He
temporarily left his private law practice to serve without
compensation as a member and later as Chairman of the
District Exemption Board of Montana.

Hepner was raised in Golden Rule Lodge No. 159 in
Ann Arbor, Michigan. He also became a member of the
Scottish Rite and Shrine. On his return to Helena, he
affiliated with King Solomon’s Lodge No. 9. Shortly after
afﬁliatincf] with King Solomon’s Lodge, and he became its
Worshipful Master. At 34 years of age, he became the
Grand Master of Masons in Montana in 1904. He served
continuously in the Grand Lodge officer line from 1894
to 1938. He also served as Grand Historian, Fraternal
Correspondent, and Editor of the Montana Mason
magazine. He also affiliated with the Scottish Rite and
York Rite. He affiliated with Algeria Shrine Temple and
later served as Potentate. He served as Patron of the
Order of Eastern Star. He was a member of Helena Elks
Lodge No. 193 and the Order of Odd Fellows. MWPG
Sol Hepner died in Helena, Montana, on February 28,
1938. He was buried at the Home of Peace Cemetery in
Helena, Montana.,

Home of Peace Cemetery, Helena, Montana.Courtesy f Wikimedia
Commons: CC BY-SA 3.0,File: Home of Peace Helena 4.jpg, Created:
21 August 2012, by:Montanabw.

BITE OF FIRST
JEWISH HOUSE OF WORSHIP
STATE OF MONTANA 1890

Commemorative marker placed 2001 by the Jewish American
Society for Historic Preservation, showing the original building
design with domes that were removed in the 1930s remodel of the
building. Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons: CC BY-SA 3.0, Temple
Emanu-EL marker.jpg, Created: 20 July 2012, By:Montanabw.

Henry Lubin Frank. H. L. Frank was born in Ironton,
Ohio, July sth, 1851. He received his education in public
schools and apprenticed in a mercantile. After two years
he made his way west to Colorado and New Mexico,
and in 1877 he settled in Butte, Montana. He was a
prominent Jewish businessman and became the owner
of the Log Cabin Saloon. He later engaged in the retail
and wholesale liquor business. He later became the
founder of the Butte Water Company and the Silver Bow
Electric Company. He was the owner of the Southern
Cross gold mine. He was a member of the Executive
Board of the Montana School of Mines. Henry Frank
served two terms in the state legislature. He was mayor
of Butte from 1885 until 1887. In 1886, he was chosen
to be a Presidential Elector. In 1903, he was named as
a Montana State Commissioner for the Pan American
Exhibition in Buffalo, New York. He invested in mines in
Montana, Idaho, and Alberta, which added greatly to his
wealth. He was the founder of the city of Frank, Alberta,
Canada. H. L. Frank was famous for being generous and
very entrepreneurial. He also co-founded the Canadian
American Cole and Coke Company and developed some
of the earliest coal mines in Alberta.

He received his Masonic degrees in Livingston Lodge
No. 32, where he was raised to the degree of a Master
Mason on February 19, 1874. He helped form Silver Bow
Lodge U. D. in Butte, Montana, and served as the first
Worshipful Master of Silver Bow Lodge No. 48. Between
1902 and 1904, he was respectively Junior Grand Warden,
Senior Grand Warden, and Deputy Grand Master in the
Grand Lodge of Montana. Grand Master in 1905. He was
also active in the Scottish Rite and Shrine. Henry Frank
of the MWPGM passed away at the age of fifty-seven
on August 17, 1908, while in Cincinnati, Ohio. He was
interred at the Walnut Hills United Jewish Cemetery in
Evanston, Ohio..,
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The origin of our national anthem was set against the
backdrop of an event from the War of 1812. The last line
of defense for the city of Baltimore, after the burning
and ransacking of our national capital by the British, was
Fort McHenry.

The United States was drawn into the war after a period
of neutrality. Startingi(in 1803, a series of wars called the
Napoleonic Wars broke out in Europe. The war involved
most of the European countries and would last through
1815. During the Jefferson and most of the Madison
administrations, the United States was able to maintain
a position of neutrality, but that unraveled as three
internationalissues with England unfolded. First, England
blockaded the American commercial fleet preventing
free trade with Europe. Second, English warships
engaged in the impressment of American sailors.
(English warships would stop American commercial
vessels, illegally board them, and forcibly seize sailors
that they suspected might have been English sailors who
had jumped ship.) Lastly, the British helped arm and
incite Indians against the migrations of Americans west
of the Appalachian Mountains in violation of the treaty
ending the American Revolution. Diplomatic efforts by
President Madison to stop these practices finally ended
when he asked Congress for a declaration of war, which
was approved on June 18, 1812.

England possessed the stron[?est navy in the world,
and its army was battle-tested, having fou\%lht against
Napoleon and his allies. The Napoleonic War took a
major turn in 1812 when NanIeon invaded Russia. The
bitter cold forced a retreat back to France in the dead
of winter and did what the Coalition Armies arrayed
against Napoleon couldn’t do. Destroy his armEy. he
war in Europe would continue, but by 1814 the English
could then turn their attention and military force against
the United States. The War of 1812 was fought in four
different theaters of war; Naval forces in the Atlantic
Ocean, Lower Canada in the area around Quebec and
Montreal, the Great Lakes region, and the Gulf Coast.
Unlike the Revolutionary War, the United States had
no allies to help face the miritary power of England.
The United States would have to take on the English by
themselves.

The issue of Indian uprisings was addressed prior to the
outbreak of the war in November 1811 when General
William Henry Harrison defeated a coalition of Indians
at the Battle of Tippecanoe near present-day Lafayette.
Three different American invasions of Canada took place
during the war with varying degrees of success. In April
1813, U.S. troops captured the city of York, present-day
Toronto, which was burned. In September 1813, Captain
Oliver Hazard Perry defeated English naval forces in the
Battle of Lake Erie. In October of the same year, the
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Indian leader Tecumseh was killed at the Battle of the
Thames in Canada.

In August 1814, English ships sailed up the Chesapeake
Bay and invaded Washington, D.C. American forces were
thrown back, President Madison and most everyone else
fled the city, and the English burned the Presidential
Mansion and the Capital Building. The English then
sailed to Baltimore with the intention of taking that city.
The only thing preventing this from occurring was the
American Fort McHenry.

Francis Scott Key was born to well-to-do parents
in Frederick County, Maryland. He became a lawyer
and moved to Washington, D. C., where he had a very
successful law practice. He was appointed district
attorney for Washington, D.C., and argued many cases
before the Supreme Court. Because of his prominence
and legal skills, he was later involved in several historical
trials, including the defense of accused traitor Aaron
Burr and the prosecution of Richard Lawrence for his
attempted assassination of Andrew Jackson.

Following the Eng&ish ca%ture of Washington DC, a
friend of Key, Dr. William Beane’s, was taken prisoner
aboard an English naval vessel. Key traveled to Baltimore
to meet with the British Prisoner Exchange Agent to
negotiate Beane's release. The meeting was held aboard
the prison ship where Beane was detained. Because
of the conversation that took place between Key and
the attending English officers, he was not allowed to
go ashore lest he forewarn American forces of the
|mpendingS English attack on Fort McHenry. During the
night of September 13-14, 1814, Key witnessed the
English naval bombardment of Fort McHenry, the Battle
of Baltimore, which consisted of 1800 rounds of cannon
and rocket fire.

At dawn, Key was able to see the American flag still
waving above the Fort. Pulling an envelope from his
pocket and using the rail of the ship as his desk, Key
Penned a poem of what he had witnessed and entitled it
‘Defense of Fort McHenry.” His poem was soon published
and then set to music, but by a different name, “The
Star Spangled Banner.” At the time of its writing, the
United States did not have an official national antﬁem,
although “Hail Columbia” was used in a similar manner.
By the time of the Mexican War in the late 1840s and
then the Civil War, “The Star Spangled Banner” had been
widely accepted. President Woodrow Wilson signed an
executive order to adopt it as the national anthem in
1916, and a Congressional Order in 1931 made it official.

Key returned to Washington, where he continued to
practice law. Always well-connected both socially and
politically, Key was well-liked by people of all political
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opinions. He would continue to write poetry in his |
spare time, but none were published until 14 years
after his death. Two of his religious poems would
become Christian hymns, “Before the Lord We Bow”
and “Lord, with Glowing Heart I'd Praise Thee.”

Key died in January 1833 at the agﬁ of 63 and is buried
in Frederick, Maryland. Although much conjecture |
exists as to whether Francis Scott Key was a Mason,
no hard evidence exists to substantiate that claim. |
Several other notable individuals in the War of 1812
were Masons, including James Monroe (Secretary [
of State), General Andrew Jackson, and Major
General Lewis Cass (Territorial Governor of Michigan

residential candidate in 1848, and the second Gran

aster of Ohio and the first Grand Master of the
Michigan Territory.)

By: Bro. Chuck Clampitt, Mt Etna 333, Grand Lodge of Indiana
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The lyrics for this song stem from
a poem by Francis Scott Key in 1814
called "Defense of Fort McHenry.”
The poem was later set to music, and
the song was renamed “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” The original draft
pages are displayed at the Maryland
Historical Society in Baltimore.
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Model For Freemasonry

Jack R. Levitt, PGM

Each of us is a model for Masonry. Would you be
known as a Mason if the public knew what was in
your heart? It is not sufficient to act properly because
you are watched. It is sufficient to do something that
is proper if the reason for doing so is not. You must
do what is right for the proper reason. Your heart
and actions must be in parallel. To do or say things
without meaning them is hypocritical. One who is
a Mason for what social or financial benefit it may
bring is like one who loves the Lord because he hopes
to be saved by faith for the safety of Heaven. Such
persons are actuated by selfishness. But, one cannot
serve two masters. Living the teaching of Masonry
must be from principle not self-interest.

Those who do not act with the proper intent are
content with a mediocre character. One should
never accept mediocrity. You cannot promote it, or
file it, or win with it. If you are not diligent in small
matters, you won’t be in large matters. The antidote
for mediocrity is the pursuit of excellence.

In pursuing excellence, you must not only be able
to articulate the Masonic ritual but you must
understand and then live its precepts. Knowing
ritual without understanding it is like perfuming a
pig. Understanding it requires contemplation. That is
the exacted price, just as faith requires prayer has a
price. Do not hesitate to drink deeply at the fountain
of understanding rather than merely gargling at it.
However, you cannot find the priceless secrets of
Masonry in books, as only a hint or clue may from
time to time be found in them. The way to learn the
inner and hidden mysteries concealed in Masonry
is to budget time for Masonry and earn the right to
know them by study and carefully living in accord
with its precepts and moral requirements. By going
on the path of personal practice and experience and
by observing and following the object lessons the
Creator has placed before us.

The depth of your understanding of Masonry can
only be measured by the manner of your living
its principles. You must be a diligent thinker to
understand and utilize the unchanging virtues
inculcated by Masonry. The ritual gives you enough
to know what, but you must contemplate enough
to know where and how to utilize its teachings. For
example, that portion of the ritual which suggests
that our duty is not to be better than our brethren
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but to be better than ourselves requires that we must
always show tolerance, even to those who err against
us. It means that we must exercise forbearance
under provocation and that we must keep on the
right course despite condemnation or derision or
any form of misunderstanding. It further means that
every other person has a soul and is equal to us if
equal in virtue.

You need not grasp Masonry’s overriding plan in its
entirety to follow its dictates, but you must have
a voluntary and dedicated desire to live them, and
the discipline to spend the time to learn them. You
must continually chip and polish your character. You
must continually fulfill the important duties owed to
Gord, your neighbor and yourself. You must deserve
reward even though it cannot be guaranteed.

As you continue to study, your enlightenment will
increase and the principles of Masonry will point out
to you many priceless truths. You will understand
the eternal paradox of a word being lost and yet ever
being with us. It will occur to you that God is not
outside but within us and therefore that which we
seek lives in our souls. You will then appreciate that
contentment is the end product of purity of life and
conduct, and the value of keeping your apron pure
and undefiled before the world.
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It Was A Seream
Iomc Lotlgl No 38

House

On October 31st lonic Lodge No. 38 in Hamilton converted its 107-year-old building into a
Haunted House. This event has become a much anticipated Halloween event in our community.
The number of local residents attending has steadily increased over the past 6 years, with this year’s
attendance topping 1600. The members of lonic Lodge, as well as the Leona Chapter O.E.S., work
diligently for days to set up the event, and it has been a great success over the past six years. We
have made it a custom to attempt to change and improve it every year so that it is not the “same
old haunted house.” We would like to invite all our Brothers to bring the family and stop by next
year to see it for themselves.
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HANDS OF THE WORKMAN

Edwin Fredlund, Grand Master 1939-1940

Edwin Fredlund was born May 26, 1876, in

Bergen, Norway. His family emigrated to the
U. S. in May 1882, settling at Chamberlain,
South Dakota; at the age of nine, he went to
work helping herd cattle. At age 14, in 1890,
the family moved to Mt. Vernon, Washington.
He received most of his education through
Mount Vernon High School. Edwin attended
Washington University his studies were
interrupted due to the Spanish-American
War.

He enlisted as a private in the First
Washington Volunteer Infantry; on April 30,
1898, he served for twelve months in the
Philippines. Corporal Fredlund had charge of
the regiment signal service at Pasig, during
the battle of Tay-Tay, and at the advance
on Morong, the only time the Washington
Volunteers were ever used in the special
Service. He mustered out of the Army as a Corporal on
November 1, 1899. He and others of the First Washington
Volunteers received the Phllcrpme Congressional Medal
for bravery and distinguished service. Volunteer Park in
Seattle is named for the First Washington Volunteers.

From 1900 to 1901, he worked in the Klondike District of
the Yukon Territory to seek his fortune in the Alaskan gold
fields.

He returned to Washington, and in 1902, he was appointed
Deputy Auditor for Skagit County, Washington; four years
later, he was elected County Auditor serving one year.

He then moved to Montana in September of 1g0g
and filed on a homestead east of Conrad until 1913. He
next moved to Fort Benton, where he served as Deputy
Assessor of Choteau County until August 1913, when he
moved to Chinook. In Chinook, he became the Secretary
and General Manager of the Blaine County Abstract
Company until July 31, 1931.

He served as a school trustee and as a member and
trustee of the Presbyterian Church. He was active with
both Commercial and Lions clubs. He was an Alderman,
City Council President, and Mayor of Chinook, holding
each post for two years.

Blaine County honored him as Chairman of the Red Cross
and Deputy Assessor and an eight-year term as Clerk of
the Court.

Brother Fredlund received his degrees in Chinook
Lodge No. 5o; he was Initiated on July 17, 1914, Passed
on October 3, 1914, and Raised to the Sublime Degree
of a Master Mason on November 13, 1914. He served as
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Worshipful Master of the Lodge in 1920, as
Lodge Secretary from 1916, and again in
1936 and 1941.

In August 1925, he was appointed to the
Grand Lodge line and served six years as
Grand Tyler. In 1932 he was appointed Grand
Sword Bearer, Grand Standard Bearer in
1933, Junior Grand Steward in 1934, Junior
Grand Deacon in 1936, Senior Grand Deacon
in 1937, and in 1938 he was elected Deputy
Grand Master. In 1939 he was elected as the
Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in
Montana.

In 1940 there were 17,808 members and
135 Lodges (and the newly instituted Glacier
Lodge U.D)

In 2022 there are 3,502 members, and 78
Lodges.

On September 20, 1916, he became a member of Havre
Chapter R.A.M. No. 19, later transferring his membership
to Blaine Chapter R.A.M No. 26; he served as High Priest of
the Chinook Chapter. On April 6, 1917, he became a member
of DeMolay Commandery No. 15, Knights Templar, and
served as Grand Commander. On January 16, 1918, he
became a member of Great Falls Council No. 4 of Royal
and Select Masters, later transferring his membershi
Chinook Council No. 7. He was elected Grand Master of the
Grand Council for 1928 and 1929. He served as Grand High
Priest of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons in 1937 and
1938. Brother Fredlund was also a 33-degree member of
the Scottish Rite, a member of Helena Consistory No. 3.
He was also a member of Algeria Shrine. On February 10,
1915, he became a member of North Star Chapter No. 23 in
Chinook of the Order of Eastern Star; he served as Worthy
Patron and later as an officer of the Grand Chapter.

Most Worshipful Past Grand Master Fredlund resided
in Chinook until a few days before his death at the Fort
Harrison Veterans Hospital in Helena on October 14,
1963. He was interred with Masonic burial rites at Kuper
Memorial Cemetery, plot section 4, Lot 2, Chinook, Blaine
County, Montana.
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