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 Articles & 
Correspondence

Photographs & Artwork. Original pictures or those 
taken with digital cameras work best. Use the highest 
resolution, with 300 dpi being the ideal setting. Please do 
not send newspaper pictures or inkjet prints, as they will 

the name of the photographer and the name of the event 
or individuals who might have been in the photo. Printed 
photographs will not be returned.

Text & Copy. 

editor via email, fax, regular mail, or delivered in person 

articles, which will undergo peer review and evaluation. 

photos, or other materials submitted for publication. 
Please email all photos and articles to the address 
provided below. 

PO Box 1158

gs@grandlodgemontana.org 

Reid Gardiner
Editor

EDITOR NOTES

distributed with the permission of the copyright holder. 

informative articles, reports, news, and other current 

Article Submission. 
is crucial when submitting articles for publication.
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had by all, and it was very pleasant to see a lodge "doing the things" that keeps it alive! Well done 
Brothers. Keep up the great work! 

Grand Master Visits Helena No. 3
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Most Worshipful, Right Worshipful, Worshipful, and Brethren All,

As Grand Master of the great state and jurisdiction of Montana, it is my distinct 
pleasure to warmly invite you to the 160th Annual Communication of the Ancient Free 
& Accepted Masons of Montana. Our event will be held in Helena, Montana, on June 
26-27, 2026, at the distinguished Great Northern Hotel in our capital city. 

As our” Big Sky Country” nickname states, Montana enchants one and all with its 
vast open skies, majestic mountains, and rugged landscapes that inspire awe and 
reflect the enduring spirit of brotherhood we hold dear—likewise, Helena beckons 
with a wealth of captivating sights and enriching experiences. You might find yourself 
exploring historic sites, visiting our newly renovated Montana Masonic museum at 
the Grand Lodge building, hiking nearby trails, and maybe even enjoying the vibrant 
local culture that makes it a perfect destination for our gathering.

Your attendance will make this event truly memorable. Together, we will strengthen 
our Masonic ties in fellowship and pass the torch of Montana leadership to the 
incoming Grand Lodge officers, led by GM Elect Donald Powell.

May the Great Architect protect and guide you in your travels. I very much look forward
to seeing you, one and all!

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Jason M. Smith
Grand Master 
Grand Lodge of AF&AM of Montana
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Great Northern Hotel
Session Site for the 160th Annual Communication

835 Great Northern Blvd, Helena, MT 59601

SUMMONS TO ATTEND
160TH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

SUMMONS TO ATTEND
160TH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION
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Feast of Sts. John Message
2026

their key attributes, which highlight their ties to our fraternity, we acknowledge the empathetic 
balance they bring to diverse interpretations of faith and tradition.

purity and integrity in our rituals and teaching.
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compassion.

diverse perspectives.
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Montana Masonic Foundation Awards Educational Grant 
To 

Smith Valley School

Helena Lodge No. 3 Degree Work



Beartooth District Traveling Gavel Changes Lodges

Glendive No. 31 Welcomes New Members
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Montana Masonic Foundation Awards 
Educational Grant 

To 
Creston Elementary School

as a school teacher, principal, superintendent and for a period 
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Unity Lodge No. 71 Newest Entered
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moveable columns that usually stand on either side of the 

meant to reinforce the distinction 
between the outside world and 

individual of the need to balance 
the opposing forces within 

are all familiar with the columns, 
further investigation may be of 
interest. 

recurring focal point throughout 

actually smaller than a basketball 

so impressive was its height of 

by the vast open courtyards, 

religious pilgrimage destination.  

with chains, lilies, and pomegranates, the latter of which 

Unlike today, names of people and places in antiquity 

examples of well selected proper names. Place names such 

case and point is naming the columns that stood on either 

was based on a belief in the One 

the entrance columns with godly 
attributes was a resounding 
statement in whom they placed 

key person in the Book of Ruth 

same manner the columns are reversed when the Worshipful 

decorative, all are topped by either a celestial or terrestrial 

and intellectual aspects of humanity, while the terrestrial 
represents the material, earthly, and physical world, together 



Montana Past Master Aprons

 



Montana Masonic
Museum

www.instagram.com/mtmasonicfoundation
Mon-Fri  9-4pm (closed all state and federal holidays)
Hours subject to change. 406-442-2323 for questions

425 N. Park Ave, Helena, MT 59601
Parking on street, or in lot behind building (access via alley)



Chandler C. Cohagen
Grand Master 1951-1952

in a country school where his mother taught, 
fostering his love of learning. He excelled 

attended night school at the Polytechnic in Billings. 

same year, his outstanding achievements won him 

immersing himself in the heart of its community. He was the 
kind of man whose generosity knew no bounds, always ready 

commerce, he moved from worker to the position of President 

contributed tirelessly, whether collaborating with others or 
stepping up as a leader to improve schools and educational 

eventually as President of the Board, always striving to make 

where he worked diligently and even served as President, 
encouraging service and camaraderie among members. 

and numerous churches and schools, but his leadership 

expanded his involvement beyond the local lodge. 

titles, it was about friendship, mentorship, and inspiration. He 
found great joy in guiding young men, shaping their values, 
and instilling in them a sense of duty. He enjoyed telling about 

he shared, the young members saw not just an advisor, but a 

But he has served who now and then

His story is one of unwavering service and a legacy of 
leadership, kindness, and community spirit in every facet of 

direction for making ours the type of fraternity he envisaged. 

sit by his desk, blueprints spread before him, envisioning not 
just buildings, but communities bound by brotherhood. With 
every stroke of his pencil, he laid out plans not for stone and 
mortar alone, but for the ideals of unity that would endure long 



xceptional Leadership

Good leaders continually
work on improving their
skills and leadership
styles as theories continue
to evolve.

E
Wtime or another. It may be at work, at home, or 

in our leisure hours. We may lead a company, a 
group of people, a team, an organization, our families, 

in charge, we are all leaders. The question is: what makes 
a good “leader” and how can we become the best leader 
that we can be? 

leadership is a popular topic, and there is no shortage of 

on leadership, and at any given time there are hundreds of 

have assembled a list of outstanding books on leadership for 
your consideration.

articles, attended several thousands of hours of leadership 

principles for anyone who endeavors to be an exceptional 
leader.

as truth, fortitude, prudence, and justice, are also highly 

should judge with candor, admonish with friendship, and 

leader.

time creates dissatisfaction and leads to unrest. People who 
are busy and have direction are happier because work brings 
an increased sense of self-worth. Productive work helps us 
contribute to the world in which we live and gives people a 
sense of worth and satisfaction.

is the strength and support of all institutions. We know how 

power struggles cause discontent and will quickly weaken 

these discussions occur without resorting to personal attacks 

Whether or not an agreement on the issue is reached, the 
option to agree or disagree amicably should always remain.

attentive ear is another very important leadership lesson. 

and communication skill. When we listen with the intent to 
understand, rather than with the intent to reply, we begin 
the process of true communication and relationship building. 

but it leads to understanding and earns trust. Once we truly 

be understood by the skillful use of grammar, rhetoric, and 

respect.

upstanding, moral and ethical while the square reminds us 
to stay fair and honest, squaring our actions on the square 

choosing to do the right thing, thereby setting a good 
example.

excellence. Practicing these values in our daily lives not only 

exceptional leaders.

INTEGRITY

consistently rated as one of the most important character 
traits of a respected leader. People want to follow a leader 
who acts with integrity because they know that leader is 
honest and will treat them right.

Operating under the principles of integrity means we do 

when we fail to follow through, we disappoint and lose face. 

When others see you as dependable and accountable for your 



of right, which enables us to render to every person his or her 

We learn that we should judge with candor, admonish with 

consideration to each side of a situation and bases rewards or 

Rite degrees stress the importance of justice, truth, and
equality.

that harmony is the strength and support of all  institutions. 

SERVICE 

help people develop and perform are referred to as servant 
leaders.

understand the importance of being humble and grateful. 

inspire does.

“Justice is not the right
of the stronger but the
effective harmony of
the whole.”

TOLERANCE is the ability or willingness to endure 
something, in particular the existence of opinions or behavior 

foundation for mutual respect, understanding, cooperation 

permanent separation between them.

What can you do as a leader to be a role model for 

and approaches. Remember the lesson of the attentive ear 

Be intolerant with intolerance.

REVERENCE FOR GOD 

with intellect, the ability to plan ahead, and to work hard. 

DEVOTION TO COUNTRY is 

so live day by day that the commonwealth shall be prospered 

up to that charge are worthy of our respect and admiration.



Here, he meticulously ensured that legislative documents 
were accurate and that amendments were recorded 
correctly, a testament to his growing reputation for 
reliability. However, some uncertainty remains about 

charge of a wagon train loaded with merchandise 

community.

cementing a legacy that blended personal happiness 
with public service.

Helena was about three years old and boasted a 

concert saloons, along with hurdy-gurdy houses, were 

numerous torn clothes, black eyes, and bloody noses.

being adventurous, diligent, and ever-ready for the next 

traveled over 300 miles by prairie schooner.

to cultivate 80 acres, his commitment to medicine and 

a strong work ethic and commitment, he advanced to 

transportation landscape, but fate intervened when he 

twenty.

a hunger for knowledge. He excelled in public school 

mercantile business, but in 1853, tales of gold in the 
West kindled a longing for discovery. He journeyed to 

foundation for his future legal career, enabling him to be 
admitted to the bar.

mainly in real estate speculation and a interest that 

the clients they had. 



building on Broadway, where he would work until more 
roomy quarters were secured. He was described as 

resident acquisition and is the vanguard of the capital 

saw the promise of the growing city of Helena, channeling 

community cornerstone, initially housing a law library 

was transformed into apartments, and its continued 

could draw upon a wealth of knowledge and guidance as 
he built the collection and set library policy. 

the judicial system, setting bail, issuing warrants, taking 

sworn statements, and handling the administrative 
groundwork that freed judges to focus on more complex 
cases. 

roles and contributing to the formation and rituals of the 

in decades of service, demonstrating his commitment 

been selected to demonstrate the ritual work before the 

which stipulated that subordinate lodges within this 

Oakland, continuing to serve with the same vigor that 

complete, his legacy secure in the records, buildings, and 
memories he left behind.
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AMERICA AT 250 (1776 - 2026) -1779 EIC Windus Pattern Musket

A new exhibition called Revolutionary Freemasonry is anticipated to debut later this year in 
2026. As part of the story of America as told through fraternalism, the legendary history of our 
founding is being told. The central display honors veterans of the revolution. Would you be in 
favor of supporting this exhibit on patriot soldiers for $100? Please see this artifact:

This 1779 Windus pattern musket features the East India Company’s stamp to the left: over 

with the East India mark. The “Windus Pattern” musket was named after Lt. Col. Edward Windus, 

and troops, and later named India pattern. The stamp “NICHOLSON” is so named after William 
Nicholson, Contractor to East India Co. 1779-94. Many of these ended up in America.

  Send to:  Montana Masonic Foundation
  PO Box 1692, Helena, MT 59624-1692

(Image: Montana Masonic Foundation)
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The property damage from the “Boston Tea Party” amounted to the destruction of 
92,616 pounds (42,010 kg) of tea, reported by the British East India Company to be 

A 1789 engraving of the destruction of tea during the “Boston Tea Party” by W.D. Cooper. 
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it may arrive after a mistake, a failure, or a hard lesson. 
However it appears, the question is universal—and it is 
ancient.

What makes it feel so pressing today is that the modern 

by titles, bank accounts, or public recognition, while 

how to achieve, but not always how to live well.

man exactly as he is—and invites him to begin the work 
of improvement.

themselves—one that was steady, meaningful, and 
grounded in something larger than the individual.

symbol has a way of staying with a man long after words

accept conclusions, and in doing so, it allows lessons to 
take root in a personal way.

everything immediately. We are used to instant results, 

none of those—and that is one of its greatest strengths. 

not simply granted.

that is useful not because it is perfect, but because it can 

backgrounds, beliefs, and walks of life and places them 

much from their examples as from formal instruction.

everyday life—in how a man conducts his business, treats 
his family, keeps his word, and responds to adversity. 

clearly when no one is watching.

who wrestled with the same questions and challenges. 

last to improve.

a man what to believe, but it does ask him to take his 

humility, and moral responsibility without demanding 
uniformity of thought.

is no moment when a man can say he is done improving. 

patience, integrity, charity, and self-control.

enduring system that helps good men become better, 

choose to be.

begins with a man willing to ask it honestly.

How Does Freemasonry 

Make A Man Better?
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delicious bowl.

Helena 3 Brother Betz

 recognized for bravery!

On March 14, 2025, Probation and Parole Officers 
Abanoub Atwan, Nathan Betz, Rebecca Bracken, 
Nathan Hartnett, Landon Lamb, Andrew Sovereign, 
and Captain Andrew Garmer learned of an active 
threat at the Lewis and Clark Courthouse, two blocks 
from their office. These Officers quickly responded. 
They placed their lives in jeopardy. Their concern was 
for the safety of the community of Helena and the 
welfare of their community partners. Their presence 
assisted in resolving a dangerous and tense situation 
while ensuring the public was unharned and reassured 
of their safety.

Brother Nathan Betz, Helena No. 3



courtroom was packed. Present were a contingent 

ever try individuals for what would become known 

premise of the trial itself.  

Holding individuals accountable for planning, 
inciting, and conducting war, was a completely new 

the trial was to punish those leaders who ordered 
barbaric and genocidal acts against both civilian and 
military populations. 

Russia, met multiple times to outline the conduct 

signed, which among other things addressed known 

in agreement that individuals were to be brought 

to justice, the next phase was determining what 

waging a war of aggression, or a war in violation of 
international agreements

war, including the improper treatment of civilians or 
prisoners of war

extermination, enslavement, deportation, or 
inhumane treatment of civilians

to commit the above acts

had been the site 
of the annual week-

rallies during the 

seen as the symbol 

o v e r w h e l m i n g 
strength prior 

Holding the trial 
there, among the 

physical evidence 

reason for choosing 

been shattered by heavy bombing during the war, 

contained both a jail and a courtroom. 

ROBERT JACKSON:

LEAD PROSECUTOR OF 

THE NUREMBERG TRIAL
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of U-Boat forces and 

last two weeks of the war. 

political theorists and 

disappeared by going underground or escaping into 
other countries.  

the trial each defendant, 
represented by their 
own legal counsel, had 
evidence brought against 

presented witnesses, 
provided evidence, and 

each declared that they 
had simply been carrying 
out orders from higher 
authority and therefore 
had no personal 

When the jury returned its verdicts three 
defendants were acquitted, seven were given 

a cyanide pill two hours before his scheduled 
execution. 

war crime trials held in 

were tried, of which 

never held as some war 
criminals had escaped or 

military or government 

were indicted for war crimes with trials being held 

the precedent of holding individuals accountable for 

people for war crimes.

lead prosecutor for the 

distinguished legal career. 
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Freemasonry, like all other sciences, is a 
system of progression. Something more is 
required to constitute a bright Mason than 
knowledge of the elements of the Craft. 
That is why the Master in second section 
of the third degree ruminates that he 
doesn’t know if the advancing Brother will 
ever become a Master Mason. A carpenter 
may know the names of his tools, and have 
acquired some dexterity in their practical 
use; but this will not enable him to build a 
house, or to construct a common dresser.

We are all here to learn while struggling 
to break the bonds of materialism and 
obtain personal liberation from the state 

meaning of the teachings of the Craft.

Freemasonry has been built upon 
experience. Each stone is a sequential step 
in the unfolding of intelligence. It does not 
bring light to man; man must bring his light 
to it. Man best serves God by obtaining 
mastery over his ignorance and by building 
the temple of his soul.

If anyone is desirous of being a Freemason, 
in the strict sense of the word, he must 
make himself acquainted with something 
more than words, signs and tokens. The 
three stages of initiation can no more 
convert a man into a Freemason than the 
indenture of an apprentice can make him 
a mechanic. He must read and meditate, 
study with care and attention the history 
and doctrines of the Order, and attend his 
lodge with the utmost regularity, so that 
he may become familiar with its discipline 
by actual personal observation.

Also, anyone desiring to become useful 
to the science of Freemasonry and to be 
able apply it to enhance his living, cannot 
be content to a mere exposure to, and a 
hasty and incomplete understanding of, 
the externals, but will examine its esoteric 
secrets with enthusiasm. If so, he will reap 

a full share of the blessings, which it is 
so well calculated to confer on society at 
large. To do so requires the thought, study 

the presentation. Without doing so, he 
will likely remain almost totally ignorant 
of the true principles of Freemasonry and 
how to use them to produce beautiful and 

Freemasonry’s truths are covered with 
symbolism and its insight with allegory. It 
is necessary to look behind the fact to see 
the truth and to look beyond the symbol 
to see the reality. This requires thought, 

Although the Brethren are urged to 
practice out of the lodge the lessons 
learned therein, often, the lessons are not 

explained, or are glossed over in the interest 
of time. Often, the goal is to complete the 
degrees in a short period of time, rather 
than to allow a contemplative period to 
digest the lessons and to interpret the 
symbols and allegories. The result is often 
a failure to learn the lessons and thus to 
put brothers in our ranks who do the Craft 
little credit and who are either ignorant 

attractive and seemingly valuable until 
time and study prove them otherwise. 
Unearned advancement, like undeserved 
honors, degrades and diminishes.

Most of you have probably heard the 
example of commitment – that involving 
ham and eggs. The chicken commits eggs, 
but the pig truly makes a meaningful 
commitment. The commitment of each of 
us should be a motivation that consumes 
us daily. Evey philosophy, religion and 
culture has requirements that are 
mandatory. Freemasonry requires of us 
to exercise commitment, thinking and 

PRESERVING FREEMASONRY
THROUGH COMMITMENT

by Jack R. Levitt, PGM



action. Commitment and involvement are 
essential, not only to promulgate our Craft, 
but also to change public ignorance of it to 
an appreciation of its values. Remember, 
motivation comes from within and is limited 
only by the mind.

We must open our own and the hearts of 
prospects and our members to desire our 
fraternity. If we have presentable temples; 
clean and well-kept lodge paraphernalia, 
preparation and lodge rooms; and well 
presented ritual work, we will not only 

one.

Attitude toward Freemasonry can be a 
force for advancement or one toward further 
recession. The standards you set are the 
standards you get. Few want to join, or 

It is not enough, however, that we change 
our attitude. We must transform that 
change into action. But, the change cannot 
be change for change sake. Too many 
programs are instituted without adequately 
thinking them through. Serious thought 
should be given to evaluate the results 

against solicitation, group initiations and 
shortening of ritual. Have they impacted 
favorably either acquisition or retention of 
members?

For too long the desire to please 

responsibility extended only to opening 
and closing the lodge, conferring degrees 
and providing a social outlet has prevailed. 
For too long we have been lowering our 
standards, requirements and expectations, 

requirements, changed mores and other 
excuses. Too seldom now are Brothers or 
widows  assisted by the Craft. Too seldom 

together by an indissoluble chain of sincere 

To devote an immense amount of time 
to the work of initiating, passing and 
raising Masons, but failing to instruct, or 
help or minister to our members, places 
us in danger of becoming patrons of the 
mediocre. Such failure inevitably results in 

not being able to retain the attention of 
those we have attracted. Likewise, failing 
to exemplify the faith of Freemasonry is to 
lose the opportunity to have others look 
to us for example and inspiration. Seldom 
do we employ our lodges for that purpose, 
which, as much as for ceremonial purposes, 
they were intended – i.e. for “expatiating 
on the mysteries of the Craft.”

We must, each of us, renew or strengthen 
our interest in Freemasonry and sip anew 
from its rejuvenating principles, and seek 
to commit our candidates and members 
to do the same. We should begin today 
and take hold of our Freemasonry, to 
apply our gifts and talents, and to work 
with dedication and self-discipline. We  
should contemplate high expectations for 
ourselves and others and convert every 
challenge into an opportunity. We should 
seek to serve our Craft with the freedom 
of chalk, the fervency  of charcoal and the 

actions always exemplify Brotherly Love. 
We should learn so that we can explain 
Freemasonry, we would then begin to 
develop a new outlook on life and toward 
our Craft. We would return to a time-
tested method of attracting candidates 
and retaining members.



 

 

Donald Matthew Powell
Grand Master-Elect 2026–2027

Grand Lodge of Montana, A.F. & A.M.
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A n nu a l  C o m mu n ic a t io n
 Ru le s  o f  O r de r
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Session Information
Duty to Attend Session

Representation in Grand Lodge

Proxies

Dues Cards Must Be Presented

Tie Vote

Balloting & Other Matters Before Grand Lodge

Notice for Balloting on  

Presentation of Lodge Banners

 

Apron at Session

Concerning Balloting 
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Montana Heritage Center

Where Montana’s Stories Come to Life

• 
• 
• 
• 

 to learn more about the building project.

• 
• Friday:
• Saturday:
• 
• Sunday morning:
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