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Installation of 
Most Worship Grand Master

 Donald M. Powell

I solemnly promise,in the presence of Almighty God and 
of this Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 
of Montana, that I will, to the best of my ability, faithfully 
and impartially, preform all the duties incumbent upon 

enforce a strict obedience to the same, from all subject 
to my authority, All this I do promise, God being my help.
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Montana Masonic Foundation and Chinook Lodge No. 5o 
Reading Achievement Program - Kindles for Kids 

Chinook Elementary School

Terry Lodge No. 74 
Recognizing Teachers 

From Terry Public School
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“He who decides a case without hearing the other 
side, though he decide justly, cannot be considered 
just.” Seneca

“One cool judgment is worth a thousand hasty 
councils. The thing to do is to supply light and not 
heat.” President Woodrow Wilson, in a speech – 1916.

A Quick Look at Masonic Jurisprudence

breach and violation of public rights and duties, 

a community.” Brother Albert Mackey adds that the 
whole community could be read as “the Order” when 
read by Masons, and to read it as it might apply to 
Freemasonry.

Often a feeling of sadness comes to me when I hear 
about crimes on the nightly news, and especially 
when I hear in Lodge about a Brother Mason being 
reprimanded, suspended or expelled as punishment 
for unmasonic conduct.

Brother Albert Bebe in commenting on how brothers 
can abide by all the Landmarks of Freemasonry, when 
he might not even be able to tell what they are, says 
that if a Mason abides by the obligations he agreed to 
and the charges of the three degrees, he will be living 
in compliance with the Landmarks.

My guess is that almost every Mason will remember 
the content of his obligations; what he agreed to be 
obliged to - in respect to Freemasonry, his Brothers 
and mankind. However, I’m not sure every Mason 
will remember what is contained in the Charge of 
each degree or in the Charge at Closing of the Lodge; 
if you are a little rusty on the charges, it might be a 
worthwhile project to read them again and see the 
wisdom contained in them.

To me it is interesting that in civil law there is a 
distinction “between juris prœcepta, or precepts of 
the law, which are without any temporal punishment, 
and the juris regulœ, or rules of law, which are 
accompanied with a penalty.” Similarly, the laws of 
Freemasonry can be divided into directive precepts 
and penal regulations.

punishment, and they can be found in the Old 
Constitutions as well as in the ritual. They are the kind 
of thing that tell the Mason the things that mark a good 

and true Mason. The directive precepts have more to 
do with the ethics of Freemasonry than with the law.

obey the moral law.” This moral law alludes to the law 
of nature, (lex naturœ.) The law of nature has been 

things; and because it is discoverable by natural light, 
is obligatory upon all mankind.’

The moral law of nature has three characteristics:

First it is said to be eternal, having always existed.

Second it is universal; all mankind, of every country 
and religion, are subject to it.

Third it is immutable, which immutability necessarily 
arises from the immutability of God, who is the author 
of the law.

a Mason should obey the moral law, continues by 
saying; “And if he rightly understands the Art, he will 
never be a stupid Atheist, nor an irreligious libertine.” 
In the language of the day when the Premier Grand 
Lodge was beginning, an Irreligious Libertine was a 
person who denied all moral responsibility. It is a well 
known fact that a man must believe in a Supreme 
Being, (God) to be made a Mason. Because of that 
we, as Masons, know that our new Brother recognizes 
his moral responsibility to God. Likewise, if a Brother, 
after being made a Mason, adopts the view of the 

can, in good conscience, remain a member of the 
Freemasons.

“Cruelty to one’s inferiors and dependents, 
uncharitableness to the poor and needy, and a 
general neglect of our duty as men to our fellow 

referred to in the Charges of a Freemason.

Next come the penal regulations, which are always 
subject to the possibility of a Masonic penalty, and 
are also transgressions of the municipal law, or the 

Masonic Matters
Refreshment and Labor
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law of the land. Wrongful acts such as these fall into 
two classes: mala in se and mala prohibita. A malum 
in se is universally acknowledged to be a crime, an 
evil in itself, by all civilized men. A malum prohibitum 
is a prohibited act, and is one which has been made 
a crime by the enactment of a law; this means that 
what is a malum prohibitum in one country may not be 
in another. So mala prohibitum
crimes only to the extent of their relationship to 
Masonic Laws and the laws of the land. Mala in se, 

because they violate the moral law.

lessons taught to the new Mason through the charge 

Charges of a Freemason; it is good if the new Mason’s 
mentor makes him aware of these charges. If a Mason 
violates the laws where he lives, he also commits a 

transgresses the Masonic law of obedience to civil 
authority, but he also brings shame upon the Craft.

According to Brother Mackey in his Jurisprudence of 
Freemasonry, the rule in Masonry is “that where a crime 
is not against the moral, as well as the municipal law, 
the Order [Fraternity] will not exercise jurisdiction over 

wrongdoing of one of its members.”

against a Freemason by a civil court may not relieve a 

Jurisprudence of Freemasonry.’ This is a good book to 
read and study if you have an interest in the Charges 
of a Freemason, the Landmarks, and Masonic Law. In 
my case, I would have said I had no interest in Masonic 
Jurisprudence, but when I began to read this book, I 
became interested in what it contained, which led me 
to other books on the subject for reference, as well as 
to page after page of Brother Mackey’s book.

“Four things belong to a Judge: to hear courteously, 
to answer wisely, to consider soberly, and to decide 
impartially.” Socrates

From the Great Light of Masonry - “Oh, that their 
hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my 
commands always, so that it might go well with them 
and their children forever!” Deuteronomy 5:29 NIV

an award system to honor the faithful and those who 

Setting The Craft To Work

Visitations
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The Lodges of Marysville
by Earl Fred
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 Install Worshipful Masters



One of the most demanding—and most valuable—

assign blame, justify failure, and excuse shortcomings, 

not, Who is at fault, but What must I improve?

This inward focus is intentional. Freemasonry was 
never designed to reform society directly. Its method 
is more deliberate: improve the individual, and 
society improves as a result. The work begins not 
with condemnation of others, but with honest self-
assessment.

identify faults in others than to confront them within 
oneself. Freemasonry recognizes this tendency 
and challenges it. Through symbol, instruction, and 

is the proper starting point for improvement.

The Craft does not encourage harsh self-judgment 
or excessive introspection. Its aim is clarity, not self-
reproach. To examine oneself honestly is to see one’s 
strengths without pride and one’s weaknesses without 
excuse. It is the discipline of truth applied inwardly.

Modern culture often frames personal failure as 
something imposed from outside—circumstances, 

real, Freemasonry refuses to allow them to become 
permanent excuses. The Craft acknowledges adversity 
but insists that responsibility remains personal. A man 
may not control every circumstance, but he is always 
accountable for his response.

This expectation distinguishes Freemasonry from 

a narrative of victimhood or entitlement. Instead, it 

persistently—to measure himself against that standard 
and adjust his conduct accordingly.

Self-examination in Freemasonry is not episodic; it is 
habitual. It is not reserved for moments of failure alone, 
but practiced regularly. The disciplined Mason learns to 

external rule ever could.

Ownership is central to this process. When a Mason 
errs, the Craft provides no language for evasion. There 
is no encouragement to blame others, minimize harm, 
or rationalize misconduct.

deliberately. This expectation is neither punitive nor 

Freemasonry Teaches Men to Look Inward Honestly 
Rather Than Blame Outwardly

treating him as capable of improvement.

Regular self-examination also guards against 
hypocrisy. A man who measures his own conduct is less 
inclined to judge others harshly. He recognizes his own 
imperfections and tempers criticism with humility. This 
does not excuse wrongdoing, but it fosters fairness.

Within the lodge, this inward focus preserves harmony. 
Disagreements are inevitable wherever thoughtful men 
gather. Self-examination encourages each Mason to 
ask not only whether he is right, but whether he is acting 
rightly. It shifts emphasis from winning arguments to 
preserving respect.

pronounced. A man accustomed to self-examination 

he considers his own contribution before assigning 
blame. When outcomes disappoint, he evaluates his 
preparation rather than searching for excuses. This 
approach earns trust and commands respect.

Freemasonry understands that self-examination is 
ongoing. No man completes it. Growth reveals new 
weaknesses even as old ones are addressed. The Craft 
promises no moment of arrival—only a lifelong path of 
improvement.

defend or excuse their behavior. Freemasonry instead 
encourages responsibility without self-loathing and 
honesty without despair. Through this discipline, a man

and principle rather than external approval.

Freemasonry does not claim that self-examination 

foundation, not a conclusion. But without it, no 
improvement can be sustained. A man unwilling to look 

The Craft teaches that blaming outwardly may protect 
pride, but it prevents growth. Honest self-examination 
may be uncomfortable, but it is transformative. 
It replaces defensiveness with responsibility and 
resentment with resolve.

That is why Freemasonry encourages self-

him. Not to assign blame, but to claim responsibility. 
And not to judge the world, but to begin, properly, with 
himself.
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to “do good.” It allows a person not only to perform 
“good acts,” but to give the very best of oneself if one 
practices said virtues.

The cardinal virtues are the four principal moral 
cardinal, comes from the 

Latin word cardo, which means “hinge:’ All other 
virtues hinge on these four: temperance, fortitude, 
prudence, and justice. 

Unlike the theological virtues, which are: faith, hope, 
and charity (or love), which are the gifts of God through 
grace, the four cardinal virtues can be practiced by 
anyone; thus, they represent the foundation of natural 
morality. 

Temperance represents restraint. The Mason must 
control his passions and desires. He must practice 
restraint in all things and avoid excess. He must 
exercise caution in his action, speech, thought, 
feeling, judgment, and life. 

For the Mason, fortitude symbolizes more than 
physical courage. It also represents moral courage. 
The Mason must have the strength and ability to make 
a decision based upon his own moral convictions and 

must exhibit the highest moral and ethical principles 
in his life and stand by those principles when society 
looks unfavorably upon those principles. 

As a Mason, prudence should be the peculiar 
characteristic of every Mason, not only for the 
government of his conduct while in the lodge, but also 
when abroad in the world. In its most comprehensive 
sense, prudence implies not only caution but also the 

of one’s actions. It also symbolizes wisdom in the 
conduct of one’s activities. Wisdom of mind and soul 
comes from thought, study, and circumspection. It 
brings the Mason closer to God. Prudence reminds 

his Creator. 

Finally, justice is not only consistent with Divine and 
human laws, but is the very cement and support of civil 
society; and as justice, in a great measure, constitutes 
the really good man, so should it be the invariable 
practice of every Mason never to deviate from the 

minutest principles thereof. Justice symbolizes 

own actions, and have them judged openly, and his 
conduct towards others should be without deception. 
He should undertake actions because he desires to, 
and not because he is forced to. His actions should be 

they themselves are intertwined with one another. 
They cross boundaries and support each other. It’s 

great fortitude, and it is always prudent to ensure that 
justice is served.

At the end of the day, living by the cardinal virtues 
will bring to each of us honor, and a reputation that 
is untarnished. Alternatively, failing to heed the 
teachings of the cardinal virtues can lead to a life of 
sadness, one where we are left trying to rebuild that 
which we once had. 

For our lodges, as long as we govern ourselves by 
using the cardinal virtues as a guide, then we will 
continue to stand the test of time. We will, through our 
actions, ensure that the detractors of Freemasonry 
are overshadowed by the truth of Freemasonry. 

The Four Cardinal Virtues of Freemasonry provide a 
framework for daily living and serve as a guide for our 
relationship with God and our fellow man. Thus, these 
virtues are important to Freemasonry. Perhaps this 

Lecture, to provide a foundation upon which to build 
the lessons of Freemasonry. 

As new Masons, we must begin to develop and 
strengthen these virtues, which will help us grow and 
develop into better men. As experienced Masons, we 
should constantly remind ourselves of these virtues 
and their importance in our lives. If we strive to perfect 
the Four Cardinal Virtues in our lives, we will grow 
closer to God, be content with our station in life, and 

VIRTUES TO LIVE BY 

The Right Worshipful and Rev. Charles M. Roberts is grand chaplain emeritus of the Grand Lodge of New York. He also serves as general 
grand chaplain of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons International. This article appeared in the “Grand Chaplain’s Corner” of The 
Empire State Mason Magazine in its Fall 2016 issue.

Resources: “The Four Cardinal Virtues - The Masonic Trowel,” 
Grand Lodge of Texas; “Our Cardinal Virtues” by Allen W. Record,  
2008 Grand Lodge of Utah; Short Talk Bulletin,Volume 94, Number 
11, November 2016.
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Montana Masonic
Museum

www.instagram.com/mtmasonicfoundation
Mon-Fri  9-4pm (closed all state and federal holidays)
Hours subject to change. 406-442-2323 for questions

425 N. Park Ave, Helena, MT 59601
Parking on street, or in lot behind building (access via alley)



Soldier, Pioneer, Merchant, Civic Leader

Early Life and Civil War Service

Postwar Transition and the Road to Montana

hardedged mining town of muddy streets, freight wagons, 

Capt. Thomas P. Fuller



Federal and Territorial Public Service

Civic Leadership and Fraternal Life

Thomas P. Fuller



Veterans’ Organizations

Final Public Responsibilities

Death, Funeral, and Legacy

His death would show how 

died of heart disease on 

later, Helena turned out 

T. P. Fuller
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“From The Quarries Of Last Chance Gulch, A News History of Helena 
And It’s Masonic Lodges”,   



Montana Masonic Foundation  and Deer Lodge No. 14
Reading Achievement Program - Bikes for Books & Kindles for Kids
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Ekalaka No.120 and 
Powder River No. 135

 for 2026-2027

Hiram No. 52 

 for 2026-2027

Brother Dague 
Receives Lodge Service Award
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Columbia Falls Lodge No. 89 
Conducts First Meeting for the 2026-2027 Masonic Year



November 2, 1893, in Morris, Illinois. His early 

Anita, Iowa, and later to Fontanella, where he 
attended the public schools and graduated 
with the class of 1913. Practical-minded and 
purposeful, he continued his education at 
Highland Park College in Des Moines, earning 
a degree in pharmacy. By 1916, that profession 
had brought him to Montana, where he lived 
and worked in Billings and Roundup, beginning 
a life of service that would become closely tied 
to his vocation.

When the nation called, Patterson answered. In 1918, he 
enlisted in the United States Marine Corps and served 
until his discharge in 1919. His service took him to Mare 
Island Naval Shipyard in California, which served as a 
Marine recruit training center from 1911 to 1923. Patterson 

training company for new recruits, and to Company F, a 
holding and training unit. Both were specialized garrison 
units stationed at Mare Island, where he served during a 

After his discharge, Patterson returned to Roundup, 

he purchased a drug store there and was appointed 
postmaster. For the next thirty-three years, he served the 

in the community’s everyday life.

His commitment to service did not end with his military 
discharge. Patterson became a loyal member of the 
American Legion and served as adjutant of Clarks Fork 
Post. As the father of two sons, he understood the 
importance of guiding young people and gave generously 
of his time to the Boy Scouts and DeMolay. He helped 
organize and promote a DeMolay chapter for that part of 

recognized with the honorary Legion of Honor. He also 
served for several years as clerk of the Board of Trustees of 

Club.

On November 10, 1920, Patterson became a Master Mason 

day forward he devoted himself earnestly to the fraternity. 
The lodge prospered under his leadership when he served 
as Worshipful Master in 1936 and again in 1943. With his 

joint meetings that strengthened fellowship among the 
brethren. In 1944, he received the degrees of the Scottish 
Rite in Billings, and in November of that same year he 

became a Noble of the Mystic Shrine in Al Bedoo 
Temple. He was also a member of Alice Chapter 

During the 1953–1954 Masonic year, a Special 
Communication of the Grand Lodge of AF&AM 
of Montana was called for several important 
purposes: to constitute Pryor Mountain Lodge 
No. 151, Trinity Lodge No. 152, and Hot Springs 
Lodge No. 153; to dedicate the new temple of 

of R. W. Past Grand Secretary Ralph N. Lodge; 
and to lay the cornerstone of the remodeled 
Livingston Lodge No. 32 temple.

As Most Worshipful Grand Master, Patterson presided over 
the 90th Annual Communication on August 17–18, 1954, 
in Great Falls. The gathering brought together 15 visiting 

Masters, 1 Grand Secretary, and 2 Senior Grand Wardens. 
At the time, Montana Masonry counted 24,879 members 
and 138 chartered lodges, a reminder of the era in which 
Patterson helped guide the Craft through a season of 
strength and broad participation. In 2026, those numbers 
stood at 2,901 members and 71 chartered lodges.

Throughout his life, Brother Patterson served his country, 

devotion to duty. Quietly and with dignity, he carried out 

and the surrounding communities were better places 

of the American Legion, he served in many capacities. As 
a druggist and postmaster, he often drove miles into the 
country to deliver an important letter or needed medicine. 
He lived and practiced the teachings of Masonry not only 
in the lodge hall among his brothers, but every day and in 
every way. To those who knew him, he was a living example 
of true Masonry, and the memory of his many acts of 
kindness endured long after the moments themselves had 
passed. Under his guiding hand, Montana Masonry grew 
and prospered.

M.W. Past Grand Master Patterson laid down his working 
tools on October 2, 1971, at Garden Grove, California, 
at the age of seventy-seven. He was buried in Fairhaven 
Memorial Park in Santa Ana, Orange County, California. 
His was truly a well-spent life.

Joshua Edward Patterson
Grand Master 1953-1954 Reid Gardiner, Editor
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or process not previously developed. That invention 
could be as simple as a mouse trap or as complicated 
as a steam engine. Another thought about an invention 
is to develop and idea or process that has never 
been previously thought of or successful. (One such 

the ability to make sound. The resulting invention 
was the phonograph.) Another example was the idea 
of permanently capturing an image that we know 
today as a photograph. Through the ages man hadn’t 
progressed beyond drawing and painting to perform 
this task. All that would change in the 1820’s. 

In 1826 or 1827 a Frenchman named Joseph 
Nicephore Niepce developed a process to create a 
still-life image on what looked like a piece of smoked 
glass. Using a process called heliography, he used a 
pewter plate coated with a type of asphalt to capture 
a recognizable image. Though somewhat successful 
the picture was dim and took eight hours to capture 

in what became photography.

Niepce’s continued to work on his revolutionary idea 
of capturing likenesses along with a collaborator and 
eventual partner named Louis Dagueere, a painter 
and physicist. After Niepce passed away in 1833, 
Daguerre continued to work on to improve the process 

that became known as the daguerreotype. The new 
process exposed an iodized silver plate in a camera 
which was exposed to mercury fumes and them 
made permanent by a solution of common salt. 
With a reduced timespan of 20 to 30 minutes and a 
permanent likeness that did not fade, this new form of 
photography became a commercial success not only 

Originally having a picture taken was an expensive 
pursuit for the well to do, but changes to the photo 
process soon made it more accessible for the 
middle class. By the 1850’s the copper plate of the 
daguerreotype was replaced with a thin iron plate 
which became known as a tintype thus making them 
less expensive. By the Civil War photos of men in 
uniform became very popular keepsakes for families 

magazines used photos to illustrate articles on the 
war. Soon after the war a further advancement made it 

known as cabinet cards. With each advancement 
in the photo process costs decreased making 

whole-new level when in 1900 it marketed the Kodak 
Brownie Camera. This was a simple and inexpensive 
box camera created for mass consumption. Now 
anyone who wanted to take photos was able to do so. 

So where is the Masonic connection? Well, as you 
might guess, Louis Dagueere was a Mason. While the 
popularity of photography grew worldwide in the 19th 
and 20th century, Daguerre’s invention would also 
impact Masonry leaving a  visual record of uniforms, 
awards, decorations, and special events that stretch 
back over 150 years. 

when bent would cause damage to the photo. As 
a result, these are easy to identify since they were 
usually placed in a small hinged case for protection. 
Tintypes were heavier and more durable and can often 
be found without any sort of case or frame.)

Masonic Inventions
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The following short article is written with the intention 
to be read within an open Lodge, or in fellowship, to all 
the members in attendance. Following this article is a 
list of discussion questions which should be presented 
immediately following the presentation of the article.

The True Gift of the Grip

connection.

not know how to explain.

thousands struggle with isolation, trauma, and thoughts 

Masonic Education
by Brother Mike Marone, Grand Lodge F&AM of Wisconsin
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The following discussion questions are written to be presented 
immediately following the presentation of the topic above. 
There is no right or wrong answers to these questions, they are 
designed to promote thought and engage all the members that 
are present in conversation. Take care that the presentation 
does not exceed 30 minutes. The presenter can present any part 
of the questions below, or any additional questions, he feels is 
appropriate.

Questions for Discussion



Montana Freemason                                                            Page 32                                                  Aug/Sept 2026  Volume 102 No. 3

nation today is: How do we move forward together? 

our places of worship, our workplaces, and our 

time marked by extraordinary innovation and 
opportunity, yet also by deep divisions. Political 
disagreements have become personal. Public 
conversations often generate more heat than light. 
Many people feel isolated, unheard, or suspicious 

midst of such uncertainty, it is natural to wonder 
what foundation remains strong enough to support 
a hopeful future.

As Freemasons, we have long understood that 
one answer stands above all others, truth. Truth 

tradition. It is not merely one virtue among many. 
It is often described as a divine attribute, and the 
foundation of every virtue. Without truth, justice 
becomes impossible. Without truth, brotherhood 
becomes little more than a pleasant sentiment.

something deeper than simply possessing 
accurate information. Truth is not merely about 
winning arguments or proving others wrong. It is a 
lifelong pursuit that calls us to honesty, humility, 
wisdom, and self-examination. It challenges us to 
align our thoughts, words, and actions with what is 

valuable lesson for our present moment.

One of the greatest dangers facing a divided society 
is the temptation to abandon the search for truth 
altogether. We are surrounded by voices competing 
for our attention. News arrives instantly. Opinions 
circulate endlessly. Social media platforms often 
reward outrage more than understanding. In such 
an environment, it becomes increasingly easy to 
retreat into circles where our assumptions are 

reinforced. When that happens, people stop 
listening. Conversations become confrontations. 

threats. Most troubling of all, hope begins to fade.

Hope depends upon the belief that understanding 
is possible, that reconciliation is attainable, and 
that tomorrow can be better than today. But if we 
conclude that truth no longer matters, or that it 
cannot be discovered through sincere dialogue and 

walls of a lodge, men from many walks of life meet 

occupations, experiences, political opinions, 
and religious traditions. They do not surrender 
their individuality when they enter the lodge. 
Nor are they expected to agree on every issue. 
Instead, they are united by something greater 

commitment to virtue, mutual respect, and the 
pursuit of truth. This is no small achievement. In 
a world that often encourages people to separate 
themselves into competing groups, the lodge 
reminds us that genuine fraternity is possible. It 
demonstrates that disagreement need not destroy 
friendship. It teaches that respect is not dependent 
upon uniformity.

The lessons we learn in the lodge room have 
profound implications for society beyond its 
doors. Imagine what might happen if more people 

spirit that governs Masonic fellowship. Imagine 

but to understand one another. Imagine if we 
valued listening as much as speaking. Imagine if 
we recognized that every person, regardless of 
background or belief, possesses inherent dignity, 
and deserves to be treated accordingly. Such 
attitudes do not eliminate disagreement, but they 
transform how disagreement is handled. 

Brother understands that he remains a work in 
progress. The rough ashlar is never completely 
perfected in this life. There is always more to 

Moving Forward Together
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to pursue. This humility is not weakness. It is 
strength. It enables us to admit mistakes when we 
are wrong. It encourages us to learn from others. 
It prevents us from becoming imprisoned by pride. 
Most importantly, it allows us to continue seeking 
light, rather than pretending we have already found 
all of it. Humility and truth together create fertile 
ground for hope. 

Hope is often misunderstood. Some view 
it as wishful thinking, or blind optimism. But 
genuine hope is neither naïve nor passive. Hope 
acknowledges the reality of present challenges, 

challenges can be overcome. The hopeful person 
does not ignore division. He works to heal it. The 

reconciliation. The hopeful person does not 
surrender to despair. He continues building, even 
when progress seems slow. 

This understanding of hope resonates deeply 
with the Masonic experience. Freemasonry is, at 
its heart, a constructive endeavor. The symbolism 
of our craft centers upon building. We speak of 
temples, foundations, working tools, and stones 
shaped for a greater purpose. These images 
remind us that meaningful achievements are 

patience, perseverance, and vision. The same is 
true of society itself.

Healthy communities are not built overnight. Trust 
is not restored instantly. Divisions are not healed 
through slogans or social media posts. The work 
of rebuilding relationships and strengthening 

performed by ordinary people, over long periods 

commitment to truth contributes to that work.

As Masons, we are called to be builders of this kind. 
Our obligation extends beyond the lodge room. 

in our daily lives. We are called to demonstrate 
that civility remains possible, that integrity still 

amid disagreement. The world does not need more 
voices shouting across divides. It needs more 
bridge builders. It needs men and women who are 
willing to seek truth without arrogance, to practice 
conviction without hostility, and to extend respect 
without demanding conformity.

I remain hopeful because I see such people every 
day. I see them in our lodges, where brethren 
continue to cultivate friendships that transcend 

without seeking recognition. I see them in younger 
generations who long for authenticity and purpose, 

These examples remind us that division does not 
tell the whole story of our time. 

Beneath the headlines and public controversies, 

building stronger families, stronger communities, 
and stronger institutions. They are guided by 
principles that have endured for generations: 
honesty, responsibility, compassion, and truth. 
Such virtues remain powerful because they are 
timeless.

As we look toward the future, we cannot know 

Truth fosters trust. Trust strengthens community. 
Community nurtures hope. Hope gives us the 
courage to keep building. 

May we therefore continue the noble pursuit 
that has long distinguished our fraternity. May we 
seek truth with humility, share it with charity, and 
embody it through our actions. May our example 
help illuminate a path forward for a society that 
longs, perhaps more than ever, for reasons to 
hope. In places where truth is honored, hope is 
sustained. Where people work together, in mutual 
respect and goodwill, a brighter future becomes 
not merely possible, but attainable.

R.W. & Rev. Matthew Wissell is the Pastor of Cochesett United 
Methodist Church in West Bridgewater and Chartly United 
Methodist Church in Norton.
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90 Years of Service to Montana Masonry
Reid Gardiner, Editor
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Photographs by Kevin League Photography, Helena, Montana
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Eureka Lodge No. 93
Supporting Public Schools

Mark Master Degree Conferred in Eureka



MWGM Powell Visitation to Kalispell Area Lodges

Kalispell No. 42 
Conducts First Meeting for the 2026-2027 Masonic Year
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While we are all familiar with the degree, the setting 
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