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2010 Officers:
President — Betty Sarver
Vice President — Loretta Headrick
Secretary—Treasleer —Fran Clemmons
Publishing Editor — Fran Clemmons
Assistant Publishing Editor — Ethel Sacker
Historian — Loretta Headrick

Reporter and Tourism Envoy — Ouida Savant

Quarterly society meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month at 10
AM in the Genealogy Room of the Kinder branch of the Allen Parish
Libraries located at 833 4" St., Kinder, LA. Members are always willing to

help visitors with research and endeavor to answer their questions.

Membership fees are $15 per calenldar year per person. This also includes
an annual subscription to CROSSROADS. Single copies and back issues of

the publication are available for $3 each to anyone.

CROSSROADS is published quarterly in January, April, July and October.
Queries are free to members, $1|3 each for non-members and will be
published as space permits. When sending in a query, please include all
pertinent information such as names, dates and places along with your

name and address.

We encourage and welcome contributions of genealogical and historical
material pertaining to Allen Parish locations or families for inclusion in
CROSSROADS. The society does‘not assume responsibility for accuracy
of information submitted and published, nor does it assume responsibility
for any copyright infringement of submitted and published material. We
reserve the right to edit and/or reject material we deem not suitable for
publication.

The society accepts donations of books, periodicals and other material of
genealogical and historical interest relating to Allen Parish. Other
suggested items include 5 genera{ion charts, family histories, newspaper
clippings, old photos, etc. These will be placed on file in the Genealogy
Room at the Kinder Library foir research purposes. Memorials and
honorariums are also welcomed by the society and marked as such.
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We would like to give a warm welcome to the following

new member:

Mr. Daryl Durvin La Fleur, Jr.

P.O.Box 683
Kinder, La. 70648
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We would like to thank Mrs. Cecelia Jones from Austin,
Tx. for a $20.00 donation to the Society .
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The Museum Page by Ms. Adagri
as Ms. Haddock has been ill, and is

a Haddock will not be in this publication
at this time having medical treatments.

We will keep Ms. Haddock in out thoughts and prayers for a quick recovery.

Get Well Soon Adagrial!!




President’s Comments

The arrival of spring 2010 has &k

most personal being a diagnosis of cancer.

discovered early and by undergoit
am now recovering well. | appreci
the encouraging cards and calls.

One event that | am very
Anniversary of the AGHS Charter
and was the highlight of my first te
second tenure, to be able to
meaningful to me.

Even before receiving our ch
parish collecting and preserving
families.

yrought various events to my life. The

Thankfully, it was

ng robotic surgery in Baton Rouge, |
ate all the prayers of my friends and

delighted about is the Twentieth
which was obtained in March, 1990

:nure as AGHS president. Now in my
celebrate this anniversary is very

arter, AGHS was very active in the
the history of Allen Parish and it's

For a few years with the gerrerous loan of the Kinder Methodist
Church annex as our meeting place, we hosted an annual event called

"Pioneer Days”. They were fun and interesting times for people to

display artifacts and craft items that had historic value to our area.
There were demonstrations of spinning, weaving and other crafts that

were part of our ancestors's live
served refreshments reminicent of

. Adding to the fun atmosphere, we
by-gone days and had music that our

ancestors loved. Perhaps, some day we will do this again.

We now enjoy a permanent lo
Kinder Branch of the Allen Parish 1
our members have purchased an

cation in the genealogy room of the
_ibrary. As a society and individually,
donated books to be added to the

library's collection of genealogy and local history books. Various people

with roots in Allen Parish have
newspapers, photos, etc. to add to
| hope that 20 years from now /

5@5{% Sarver

Allen Genealogical and Historical S

4 .

been generous about donating old
our files.

AGHS will remain active and continue
to preserve and educate others ab
that lived and worked here.

out our parish and the great families

ociety President



o S Fran Clemmons

Welcome Springtime!!! After a very chilly, wet winter, our Parish is more
than ready for the Spring season. ﬂl has arrived early and doesn't last as
long as we would like, but we can surely enjoy the spectacular display of the
azaleas, redbud trees, bridal wrea’t| s, and dogwood trees that are in full
bloom throughout the area. | love |this time of the year with the signs of
renewed life everywhere. Let us all enjoy the beauty that spring has to offer.

The staff members of the ALLE%I GENEALOGICAL and HISTORICAL

SOCIETY want to encourage and welcome everyone to come to our
meetings and take part in genealogical research. Mark your calendars for
upcoming Society meetings: TUESDAY, 10:00 A.M. — JULY 6™ , and
OCTOBER 5™ . Guest are always welcome and we have coffee and good
fellowship at every meeting.

We would love to hear from you, CROSSROADS needs your help with
gathering genealogical information for future publications. We hope everyone
enjoys the articles submitted in the issues of CROSSROADS. We would like
to thank Ms. Ethel Sacker for the article she submitted for publication in this
issue, and we encourage and welcome articles from all of our readers. Let
the Society hear from you. Please share family histories with us for future
publications.

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you. Enjoy the spring time
weather and have a great summer and attend your family reunions that may
be going on in the next few months.

****‘k******‘k*******************************************
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ALLEN GENEALOGICAL and H
WITH O

The AGHS hosted an open house in the
of the Societies twentieth anniversary ¢

PROGRAM

ISTORICAL SOCIETY CELEBRATE
PEN HOUSE

Kinder Library on April 6™, 2010, in honor

of receiving it’s charter. Refreshments were

served to all that came by to browse through the family history books, pictures, and

articles that the Society has to offer on
hand to talk with the guest and to answ

The Allen Genealogical and Historical S
process and preserve genealogical mate
organization. The number one goal of /
encourage and assist it’s members in g¢

On March 7™ ,1990, the then Secretar
Articles of Incorporation of ALLEN
SOCIETY.

The Society home is in the genealogy ro
Library. The Society meetings are held
of January, April, July, and October at
topics of interest to genealogists. The
purposes with family history books, old

The spring of 2002, the first issu
CROSSROADS was printed and maile
started with issue #201, and with the cu

Long live the AGHS and the interest of g
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APRIL IS CONFEDERATE HISTC
remember these brave soldiers w

for their beliefs.

genealogy research. The members were on

et any questions asked about genealogy.

ociety was organized May of 1985, to gather,

rial. The AGHS is a non-profit, educational
AGHS is to promote interest in genealogy, to
>nealogical research.

y of State, Mr Fox McKeithen, signed the
GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL

om of the Kinder Branch of the Allen Parish
in this genealogy room on the first Tuesday
10:00 A.M.. Programs include a variety of
Society has so much available for research
| photos, newspapers,etc, in our files.

e of the AGHS quarterly publication,
d out to all the members. CROSSROADS
irrent issue is at issue # 234,

enealogists to keep digging up them bones!!
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THE MYSTERY of GREAT-GRANDFATHE
Little is known of my great-grandfather Thoma
Calcasien Parish has him born in Alabama; the

married Lucrettia Bushnell of Rapids Parish ab

R GORDON’S BIBLE by &thel Sacker
s Jefferson Gordon. The 1870 Census for
1880 Census has him born in Louisiana. He

out 1865. Their first child was baptized in 1867,

records found in the Church Point Catholic Church. That is the first record found on Thomas

Jefferson Gordon. No records have been found on him beyond that.

Lucrettia Bushnell was the daughter of Matthe
lineage is documented all the way back to Eng

In 1870 and 1880, Thomas Jefferson and Lucr

settlement of Hecker, Louisiana along the Cal

the first two children (sons) died between 187

Gordon, was the third child, followed by twin

w Bushnell and Roseanna Charbonneau. Her
land through Connecticut, USA.

ettia are living in Wards 3 and 9, which was the
casicu River. They had a large family of seven;
0 and 1880. My grandfather, William Cornelius

s, Idolph and Rudolph Gordon, John Winters

Gordon, and Madora Gordon born in 1883. All of these children and births are written in

pencil on a torn page of an old family Bible.

The body of the Bible has been lost for many

years, no one seems to know what happened to it;

only four pages remain with writing that is barely legible. The pages have been neglected and

scribbled over, like child’s scribble.

Written in a beautiful script handwriting, in the torn, yellowed pages of this old Bible, which

has been handed down for several generation:
Thomas Jefferson Gordon, are the following
Alice Smithart departed this life 16 March 18
William Smithart was borned 14 November |

Rachel Clark (written in several places)

63

s, and supposedly belonging to great-grandpa

ines;

865




John Gordon Plaquemine P O Iberville Paris
Albert Gordon was borned 1853

William was married

(unable to rea

There is other writing that cannot be made ou

d)

It

This story could be called “The Mysterious Smithart-Gordon-Bushnell Family Connections”.

In my past family research, I had no knowled
cousin, Sue, and I both had copies of the page
began a search for clues to the mystery in the
explored the internet, studied obituaries, visit
found, roamed cemeteries, studied recorded ¢
anything we felt would give a clue to the mys
Much to our surprise, we made a major break
Smithart, borned November 14, 1865, is buri
Louisiana. He was married to Rachel Clark, v
April 1869 to John H. Clark and Rachel Drak
Cemetery in Starks. My excitement knew no
From this information I learned that the fathe
William Smithart, born in Mississippi, the Ca
Further research revealed that James William
first to an unknown wife in Mississippi, (first

after her death, with his son William. He then

ge of any Smithart family connections. My

s, and our bloodhound instincts being aroused, we
Bible. We put out queries, studied census pages,
ed Libraries, got copies of any vital records we
emeteries, joined family research websites,

tery.

~-through when we found out that the Willaim

ed in the Archie Clark Cemetery in Starks,

vhose name is in the Bible. Rachel Clark was born
e. These people are all buried in the same

bounds.

r of William Smithart in the Bible was James
nfederate Soldier buried in a Starks Cemetery.
Smithart, the Confederate Soldier, was married
name Alice), and came to Louisiana, supposedly

| married Ellen (Ellender) Drake, daughter of John

Drake and Elizabeth Ashworth. John Drake and Elizabeth “Betsy” Ashworth Drake are both

buried in Doyle Cemetery in Starks.




My confusion and excitement was growing by
Smitharts have with my great-grandparents, T

William Smithart’s wife, Rachel Clark, died 1

L

y each discovery. What connection did these

homas Jefferson Gordon and Lucrettia Bushnell?

4 February 1939 at the age of 70 years. After her

death, William Smithart married Loviann Johnson Pool, widow of Matthew Pool. On the

Marriage application for William Smithart an
Smithart and Alice Smithart. He also stated th
we know this is the right person.
So now we knew that the Alice Smithart in th
was the first wife of James William Smithart,
Rachel Clark.

My journey has had many interesting twists a
maiden name of Alice Smithart; family memb
evidence of this has been found. However, sin
and no Alice found, we are in favor of the Gor
down in the family. Rachel Clark and William
Madora Gordon, who married Theodule Fonte

first daughter, “Alice”. This child is buried in

children of Thomas Jefferson Gordon and Luc
Some of the other names found in the Bible hs

am anxious to follow the trail of the confedera

d Loviann, he gives his parents as Jas. Wm.

at he was previously married to Rachel Clark, so

e Bible, who departed this life 16 March 1868,

and the mother of William Smithart who married

nd turns, and is not complete. I do not know the

ers strongly feel she was a Gordon by birth. No
ce the Bushnell line has been well documented
rdon name. The name “Alice” has been carried

| Smithart named their first daughter “Alice”.
not, and a sister to my grandfather, named her
the Hebert/Hecker Cemetery, near where the
rettia Bushnell were raised.

we not been identified, but our search goes on.

te soldier, James William Smithart of

Mississippi, who is supposedly buried in an unmarked grave in a Starks Cemetery.

['am in awe of the fact that some simple, unkn

mystery, and lead to the discovery of an untolg

own names in an old Bible can create such a

1 wealth of information on Ancestors of my past,

]



some never known before, and reveal secrets

long hidden.

There are so many unanswered questions. What brought the Smitharts from Mississippi to

Louisiana? What was their connection to the

History has Ellender Drake, the second wife

Gordons and Bushnells?

of James William Smithart, and step-mother to

William Smithart, listed as Mulatto, or “Redhone”.

Who was the John Mathais Bushnell who was living near Matthew Bushnell and Roseanna

Charbonneau in Rapids Parish and ended up

n Calcasieu Parish, marrying into the Bloodworth

and Smithart families? Could he be a descendant of Lucrettia Bushnell Gordon’s Bushnell

family side? She had two brothers who were

killed in the Civil War. Could one of these have

fathered a son by the name of John Mathais Bushnell? ( “Mathais’ is a variation of

‘Matthew”). He certainly fits the time frame.
It is my hope that someone, somewhere, has
answered, and that I can write a sequel to thi

Thomas Jefferson Gordon.

more information, and that many questions will be

s mystery in the Bible of my great-grandfather,

117
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Family History Books in the Allen Genealogical & Historical Society

The Allen Genealogical & Historical
available for research purposes in tt
Some of the books of interest are:

Families of Louisiana  Savoy/S

Society have many family history books
1€ genealogy room in the Kinder Library.

yavoie/Savois by Harry J. Savoy

Dupre’, Terrebonne, Fontenot, Garland, Stagg and Dubuisson including

both the Life of Govenor Jaques
of Pierre Mallet by An

The J. P. Fontenot Family
Cole Foot Prints by Camellia
Cole and related Families—Ren

Hebert, Simmons

The Langley Family of Southwest
Langley and Marie Willan by

Durpe’ and the Santa Fe Expeditions
n Dubuisson

by Alfred Ray Ryder
T. Denys
tros, Curtis, Courtney, Hayes Hall,

Louisiana Some Descendants of John
ohn Austin Young

Some Family related—Bell, Buller, Bertrand, Cole, Fontenot, Fruge,
Fuselier, Mgnuel, Marcantel, Miller, Nevils, Ortego, Savant, Young

12



QUERIES?7?

Queries are free to members and will be printed as space permits. Please
make all Queries clear, concise, and easily understood. Give full names of
the person; exact date, if known, or an approximate period(ca); and a
location. State exactly what information you are looking for. Remember,
that someone may have that missing link you need in your family tree and
you won't know until you ask!
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BOOK REVIEWS

We would like to encourage our members to send in a book review of any
book you think would be of interest to other members. The review can be on
a Historical novel, that includes this area, or a family history. Let us hear
from you!

The following book review was taken from “KINFOLKS”, Vol. 33 No. 4-
December 2009.

THE FAMILY HISTORIES OF DUPRE, TERREBONNE, FONTENOT,
GARLAND, STAGG and DUBUISSON by ANN DUBUISSON is a well-
researched and informative book that follows the male DUPRE line and also
gives the family history of their wives, as well as that of several associated
families, including the GUIDRY, KEISER, GUILLORY, MALLET, BRIGNAC,
LASTRAPES, and other families. The first twelve chapters cover the life and
descendants of LOUIS LE COMPTE DUPRE (1654-1715), who arrived at
Canada from France and became a fur-trading merchant and the second
seigneur of Terrebonne, north of Montreal. It also tells of the FONTENOT
family, from their lives at Fort Toulouse and Fort Tombecbe, Alabama, to
their move to Louisiana in 1764, when the British took over the territory. It
reveals the harsh life with which the settlers had to contend at the two
French Forts. Part Il of the book givj the history of the children of LAURENT

DUPRE (1746-1783), the son of JACQUES DUPRE and ANNE MARIE
BIENVENU. One of his sons, JACQUES DUPRE (1773-1846), became the
acting govenor of Louisiana and w s reputed to be the largest cattle owner
in Louisiana at the time. Part lll gives the life of LAURENT DUPRE (1849-
1905), an attorney in Opelousas, who married MARIE CELESTE GARLAND.
The rest of the book is devoted to the male DUPRE lines, and ends with the
marriage of ROSA LASTRAPES DUPRE (1878-1973) to EDWARD
BENJAMIN DUBUISSON. This book is an important research tool for

genealogists whose linage is connected with these families.
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SOMETHING OF INTEREST!!!

“PAQUES PAQUES”
Since Easter just took place, | wou*d like to share with you the tradition of
“egg paquing”. Just before school let out for the Spring Break/Easter week,
my granddaughter Baily came in from school and told her mother that she
would need three hard boiled eggs to bring back to school to be used in an
Easter game of pocking eggs. She asked about the game as she didn’t
know what it meant. | knew a little about it, because some of my cousins
would pock eggs on Easter. Baily arPd | got on line and got some information
about egg pocking. The most common suggestion as to the origin of egg
pocking came from Greece and Be’t;ium, where it was called battling eggs.

Here in South Louisiana, the Cajun French custom of “egg paquing” goes
hand and hand with eating candy and hunting for Easter eggs. The french
word for Easter, is Paques. Egg paquing involves family contests of hitting
eggs together until they break. The person whose egg has cracked will then
have to forfeit his egg to the winnFr. The custom is carried out in Cajun
communities throughout South Louisiana and is referred to as “Paques
Paques” which means “Easter Easter” in French, but is also a play on words
because the sound of an egg tapping on another egg makes a sound like
“poc poc’.
My family never did the pocking game but | know of a family in our
community that follow the tradition|of egg paquing every Easter. Mrs. Dot
White, from the Indian Village Community told me her family has done this
custom always. The whole family from the elders down to the smallest
children would paque eggs. Her family still follow this tradition at Easter.

*’*'ﬁ."k***'J\‘******************************‘k*****'k*******************‘k********************

GENEALOGY HUMOR

Since genealogy is so big on the internet, let’s look at the ways you can tell
if you are taking it just a little too seriously----
Your house leans slightly toward the side where your genealogical
records are stored

FLOOR----The place for storing your priceless genealogy records.

Genealogy--—-—--Will | ever find time to mow the grass again!!

[
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Complete and mail this form with payment to:

ALLEN GENEALOGICAL
P. O.

AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Box 789

Kinder, LA 70648

Please make checks o
Allen Genealogica

Although not required, we ask th

r money orders payable to
and Historical Society

at you please send a five generation

chart of your lineage for our records. A blank chart is attached.

e s

Pl

Please enroll me as a member of the Allen Genealogical and
Historical Society for the current year, 2010.

| understand that with my $15 membership fee | will also receive 4

quarterly issues of CROSSROA

DS published in January, April, July

and October. | can also have my queries accepted for publication in

CROSSROADS for no cost.

Record this membership under the following name and address:

NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE: ZIP:

E-MAIL (optional)

Surnames | am researching:

Please attach any queries you w

ould like published.




b.

m.

d.

Form A2. Copyright 1963 by The Everton Publishers, Inc., P.O. Box 368, Logan,

Ancestor Clarnt
Name of Compiler Person No. 1 on this chart is the same Chart No._/.__
erson as N¢ .i_on chart No._{ . 16
Address P . (Father of No, 8,
Cont, on chart No.
City, State 8 m.
Date ) (Father of No. 4) d.
b. 17
(Mother of No. 8,
p-b b. Cont. on chart No. _
4 m.
(Father of No, 2) d d.
b. )
p.d 18
p.b,
Date of Birth (ci?f:fecfn‘fnr:?{ r?l'o. _—
p.b. Place of Birth m. 9 m, )
Date of Marriage
Date of Death y (Mother of No. 4) d
p-d. Place of Death .
p.d b 19 i
B {Mother of No. 9,
2 p.b. b. Cont. on chaft No. )
(Father of No, 1) d. d.
b.
. i 20
p.-D. b. (Father of No. 10,
iy 0 = Cont. on chart No. )
d. (Father of No. 5) d.
p.d b. 21
2 (Mother of No. 10,
p.b. b. Cont. on chart No. )
5
(Mother of No. 2) m. d.
d.
b. 29
p.b. p.d b. (Father of No. 11,
g " m Cont. on chart No._____)
p.d. (Mother of No. 5) d,
b. 23
(Mother of No. 11,
p‘h' b Cont. Gli-l??hal?f No. )
1 d. '
d.
b. p.d.
24
.b.
P i b. {Father of Neo. 12,
m. E Cont. on chart No. )]
s 12 m. ;
'E d. ; (Father of No. 6) d
é, p.d b. 25
= : * (Mother of No. 12, _
5 p.b. Cont. on chart No. )
3 8 m o '
t': {Father of No. 3) d ’ d.
s b. : '
o
p.d 26
g w p'b' % (Father of No. 13,
5 % m. 13 o Cont. on chart Noe )
% % . d. {Mother of No. 6) d
s ‘
28 p.d b. 27
©§ Mother of No. 13,
8 3 p'b' b. (Cuzl. Or;locha:t No. )
iy =3 3 d *
I @ -
uE (Mother of No, 1) d.
u'o b : p.d.
D= . 28
= a p.b. b. (Father of No. 14,
S 6 d - Cont. on chart No. —______}
] * 14 .
z % p.d. (Father of No. 7) d
23 .
22 b. 29
- . (Mother of No. 14,
g 3 . p.b. b. -Coﬁt. o;c::harot No. 1}
b (Mother of No, 3) 1;1. E d.
. - 30 .
p.b. p.d . (Father of No. 15,
d Cont. on chart No. _____)
. 15 m
p.d. (Mother of No, 7) d
b. 31
(Spouse of No. 1) p.b. b. gﬁﬁihi; thr:r?[. rslli: )
b. d. d
= d.
b, .d.
p P p.d. L)
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