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The society meetings are held every other month rotating the
meetings on the first Tuesdays and Saturdays of the month at 10 AM
in the Genealogy Room of the Kinder branch of the Allen Parish
Libraries located at 833 4™ St., Kinder, La. Members are always
willing to help visitors with research and endeavor to answer their
questions.

Membership fees are $15 per calendar year per person. This also
includes an annual subscription to CROSSROADS. Single copies
and back issues of the publication are available for $3 each to
anyone. '

CROSSROADS is published quarterly. Queries are free to members,
$3 each for non-members and will be published as space permits.
When sending in a query, please include all pertinent information
such as names, dates and places along with your name and address.

We encourage and welcome contributions of genealogical and
historical material pertaining to Allen Parish locations or families for
inclusion in CROSSROADS. The society does not assume
responsibility for accuracy of information submitted and published,
nor does it assume responsibility for any copyright infringement of
submitted and published material. We reserve the right to edit
and/or reject material we deem not suitable for publication.

The society accepts donations of books, periodicals and other
material of genealogical and historical interest relating to Allen
Parish. Other suggested items include 5 generation charts, family
histories, newspaper clippings, and old photos, etc. These will be
placed on file in the Genealogy Room at the Kinder Library for
research purposes. Memorials and honorariums are also welcomed
by the society and marked as such.



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY
ALLEN GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The following books are published by the AGHS and are available for
purchase at the prices listed plus $2 each for shipping and handling.

Rev. Paul Leeds’ Congregational Church records

“Marriages & Funerals” -- 1895 - 1957 - Vol 1............. $25
Rev. Paul Leeds’ Kinder Congregational Church records
1893- 1957 Volumes 1, 2.3, &4 ....coiion siinitaninn Ea$25

Rev. Paul Leeds’ Bethany (Green Oak) Church records....... $15
Congregational Church records of Indian Village, Edna and

Emad Communities ......................oooi i, $15
Congregational Church records of Elton & China Comm....$15
Congregational Church records of lowa, La...................... $15
St Peter’s Bayou Blue Indian Congregational Church records

1901-1957 (includes St Luke’s early church)............... $15
China Cemetery, Elton, La..................ii $8

LeBlanc Cemetery, Allen Parish...................................... $8
Indian Village Cemetery, Kinder, La................................ $15
Sonnier Cemetery, Allen Parish, La. ................................. $8
Resthaven Cemetery, Oakdale, La.................................... $8
Lyles Cemetery — Barnes Creek, Reeves, La...................... $15
Index of Surnames in all recorded Allen Parish Cemeteries....$10
St Augustine Cemetery, Basile, La. .................................. $15

Ancestor Charts—5 generation charts—Allen Parish ties....... $25

THESE BOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFTS FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS!
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HUMOR!!!

“Some family trees have beautiful leaves, but some just have a bunch of
nuts. Remember it is the nuts that make the tree worth shaking.”

Prayer Call

The pastor concluded his sermon and opened the altar for prayer. Jack
came forward. “Pastor, I'd like you to pray for my hearing.” Placing his
fingers in Jack’s ear, he laid his other hand on top of Jack’s head as he
and the deacons prayed openly and fervently for two minutes. Removing
his finger from Jack’s ear, and his hand from atop Jack’s head, the pastor
asked, “Jack, how's your hearing now?” “l don’t know, Preacher. It's not
1il next Tuesday!”

Bank on It

A man was encouraging his elderly mother to enjoy the money she had
accumulated through frugal living. “Mom,” he said. “ You have enough
money to last you until you're at least 100.” “Sure,” she replied. “And then
what will | do?”



President’s Comments

May 19" we conducted a Genealogy Workshop at the Kinder Library.
We covered various topics, resources and family histories.

There was a great group in attendance from Allen Parish and some
from out of the parish with family connections in Allen. They were all very
interested in their family lineages. Some were able to find data that day
on their family from the resources we have available in the library’'s
genealogy room which added to the excitement.

We were elated to see some of the same faces at our July meeting
along with some new ones. There were a few at the workshop that
expressed a desire to become members and attend meetings, but due to
their work schedule they are unable to attend Tuesday meetings. At our
July meeting our membership decided to change our meeting schedule
from quarterly meetings to convening every other month and rotating the
meetings on Tuesdays and Saturdays. Therefore, beginning with the next
meeting on September 4" we will have a Tuesday meeting and a
Saturday meeting on November 3" etc. They will still be a 10 AM in the
Kinder, Library. Fran has a new schedule calendar in this issue.

Special Thanks go to AGHS staff members, Fran Clemmons and
Ouida Savant for their assistance at the workshop. These two ladies are
committed to our society and all activities we undertake.

| want to thank Lettie and the library staff for their wonderful assistance
with the workshop. They helped with the advertising, making copies and
furnishing coffee to go with our pastries. They are a great group of ladies!
| also want to thank them for their great work in redecorating the
genealogy room. The décor includes pertinent photos and documents
which are very inspiring for those researching in the room.

Wishing you a great summer,

5@5@ Sarver

Allen Genealogical and Historical Society President

— T



fromtheeditor........................ L%a;& %Mz&w

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Allen Genealogical and
Historical Society was held on Tuesday July 3™, 2012, in the genealogy
room of the Kinder Library. There were two new members present, Lucy
Johnson, and Pat Ortego. Lucy Johnson is researching the Young,
Walker, Faul, and Boudreaux families.

During the meeting, members voted to change the quarterly society
meetings held on the first Tuesday of the month , to meetings every other
month, rotating meetings on Tuesdays and Saturdays. The next meeting
will be held on Tuesday September 4", 2012, at 10:00 A.M. in the
Genealogy Room of the Kinder Library. A Saturday meeting will be held
on November 3™, 2012. The Society look forward to members that could
not attend the meetings because of work schedules during the week to be
able to attend the up coming Saturday meetings. The Society encourage
and welcome everyone to attend the meetings and to take part in doing
genealogical research. Coffee, cookies, and fellowship served at the
meetings and guest are always welcome.

I hope everyone enjoy the articles submitted in CROSSROADS.
Please share some of your family histories and information for future

publications.



MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING SOCIETY MEETINGS
Tuesday, 10 A.M.— September 4", 2012
Saturday, 10 A.M. -— November 3", 2012

Wednesday, 10 A.M. — January 2", 2013

( Tuesday falls on holiday)

Saturday, 10 A.M. — March 2", 2013
Tuesday, 10 A.M. -— May 7™, 2013
Saturday, 10 A.M. - July 6", 2013

Tuesday, 10 A.m. - September 3, 2013

Saturday, 10 A.M. - November 2%, 2013

SEPTEMBER MEETING
The regular meeting of the Allen Genealogical and Historical Society, will

be held on Tuesday, September 4™, 2012, at 10:00 A.M. in the Genealogy

Room of the Kinder, La. Library, 833 4" Street, Kinder, La. All are
welcome. Coffee and pastries served.

NEW MEMBERS

LUCY JOHNSON, P. O. BOX 1039, KINDER, LA.70648

CAROLYN FONTENOT, 9638 HWY 165, OBERLIN, LA. 70655
STEVEN FONTENOT, 9638 HWY 165, OBERLIN, LA. 70655
FLORIDA ARABIE, P. O. BOX 1888, IOWA, LA. 70647

MARY ANN PARKER, 815 PARKER ROAD, SINGER, LA. 70660

PAT ORTEGO, P. O. BOX 1015, KINDER, LA. 70648



A BRIEF HISTORY OF LOUISIANA

This is a refresher of what we all studied in school. It will help in researching our early roots in Louisiana. It
is is a reminder of how the boundaries have changed throughout history. This can make a difference in
where we search in certain time periods. Here in Allen Parish we are aware that prior to becoming a parish
in 1912 we were part of Imperial Calcasieu (Calcasieu Parish). Prior to 1840 Calcasieu was part of St. Landry
Parish or the Opelousas District. Therefore, our research for this area can be done in Lake Charles and
Opelousas. The following information is from the Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia's 'BRIEF HISTORY OF
LOUISIANA".

Louisiana has a long and colorful history. The region was possibly visited by Cabeza de Vaca and his
fellow survivors of a Spanish expedition of 1528, and it was cerfainly seen by some of De Soto's men
(1541-42). In 1682, La Salle reached the mouth of the Mississippi and claimed for France all of the land
drained by that river and its tributaries, naming it Louisiana after Louis XIV. Europeans did not permanently
setfle there until 1699, when Piere Je Moyne, sieur d'lberville, founded a settlement near Riloxi. This
setflement became the seat of govemment for Louisiana, an enormous teritory embracing the entire
Mississippi drainage basin.

In 1702, Iberville's brother, the sieur de Bienville, was appointed govemor and moved the territorial
govemnment to Fort Louis on the Mobile River. This colony was later moved (1710) to the present site of
Mobile {Alabama), and Mobile became the capital of Louisiana. French missionaries and fur traders
explored some of the vast temritory, and Natchitoches (the oldest settlement within the present boundaries
of the state of Louisiana) grew from a French military and trading post estabiished {¢.1714) to protsct the
Red River area from the Spanish.

In order to increase the value of the colany, France granted (1712) 2 monopoly of commercial privileges,
which in 1717 passed to a company organized by John Law. The promise of riches under Law's
Mississippi Scheme brought many settlers to Louisiana, and a large number of them remained even after
Ais scheme had collapsed. New Orleans was founded in 1718, and in 1723 the capital was transferred
there. Large numbers of Africans were brought in as slaves, and the Code Noir, adopted in 1724, provided

for the rigid control of their lives and the pratection of the whites,
Spanish Louisiana

The last conflict {1754-63) of the French and Indian Wars was enaging disastrously for the French, and in
arder to keep the entire Louisiana territory from falling into the hands of the British, the French secretly
ceded (by the Treaty of Fontainebleau in 1762) the area W of the Mississippi and the “Isle of Orleans’ to
Spain. By the Treaty of Paris, Great Britain gained control of all Louisiana E of the Mississippi except the
‘Isle of Orleans”; these changes were announced in 1764.

The French colonists resisted the new Spanish rule, but were subdued and finally Spanish mercantilist
monopoly of trade was instituted. During the Spanish years agriculture flourished with the cultivation of rice
and sugarcane, and New Orleans grew as a major port and trading center. The Spanish govemnment
welcomed thousands of Acadians, known there as.Cajuns, and they settled what came to be known as the
Cajun country. During the American Revolution, New Orleans was a center for Spanish aid to the colonies.
After Spain dectared war on Great Britain in 1779, Louisiana's govemor, Bernardo de Gélvez, became an



active ally of the revolutionists, capturing Baton Rouge and Natchez (1779), Mobile (1780), and Pensacola
{1781).

After the war Louisiana's control of the great inland trade route, the Mississippi. led to heated controversy
with the Americans. In the secret Treaty of San lldefonso (1800), Napoleon | forced the retrocession of the
territory to France. Revelation of this treaty caused profound concem in the United States. President
Jefferson attempted to purchase the “Isle of Orleans” from France. To the surprise of the American
representatives in France, Napoleon decided to sell all of Louisiana to the United States.

Statehood

The United States took possession in 1803, and in 1804 the territory was divided info two paris. The
southern part, which was called the Territory of Orleans, was admitted fo the Union in 1812 as the state of
Louisiana. Setflement {1819) of the West Florida Controversy gave Louisiana the area between the
Mississippi and Pearl rivers, which formerty had been part of Florida. After statehood French and Spanish
influence remained, not only in the Creole and Cajun sacieties but also in the civil law {based on French
and Spanish codes} and in the division of the state into parishes rather than counties. In the early years of
the 19th century the diverse people of Louisizna—the French, the Spanish, the Germans, and Islefios
brought by Galvez from the Canary Islands—united behind Andrew Jackson to defeat (1815) the British at
the Battle of New Orleans during the War of 1812,

With settlers pouring in from other Southern states, great sugar and cotton plantations developed rapidly in
the ferile lowlands. and the less productive uplands were also seftied. The slale capital was moved
several times, finally to Baton Rouge in 1849. The advent of sieam propulsion on the Mississippi (the first
steamboat to navigate the river arrived in New Orleans in 1812) was a boon to the state’s economy; by
1840, New Orleans was the nation's second largest port. Plantation owners, with their large iandholdings
and many slaves (more than half the population) dominated politics and largely controlled the state.

The Civil War and Its Aftermath

On Jan. 26, 1861, Louisiana seceded from the Union and six weeks later joined the Confederacy. The fall
of New Orieans to David G. Famragut in 1862 prefaced the detested military occupation under Gen. B. F.
Butler. Occupied Louisiana was a proving ground for Lincoln's moderate restoration program, but after
Lincoln's assassination radical Republicans seized control and Louisiana suffered greatly during
Reconstruction. The Ku Klux Klan was particularly active from 1866 to 1871. In the election of 1872 the
radical Republican candidate for govemor lost but was installed with the help of federal troops.
Reconstruction in Louisiana finally ended with the disputed presidential election of 1876, when Louisiana's
electoral votes were “traded” to the Republicans (whose candidate was Rutherford B. Hayes) in exchange
for the withdrawal of federal troops from the state. Francis R. T. Nichol's, a Democrat, became governor of
Louisiana, and white control of the state was reestablished.

Ecanomic recovery was slow. The disrupted plantation system was largely replaced by farm tenancy and
sharecropping. The decline of steamboat traffic was offset somewhat by new railroad building and the
opening of the Mississippi River for oceangaing vessels from New Orleans to the sea.
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This map of Imperial Calcasieu in 1880 shows that at that time the
towns of Oakdale (The Bay), Reeves (Dry Creek), Oberlin (Hickory
Flatt), Kinder (Phillips Biuff) and Elton (China) did not exist. This data
should help when researching this area during that time period.




Descendants of James William Huffman

Generation No. 1

1. JAMES WILLIAM? HUFFMAN (GEORGE WASHINGTON') was born October 03, 1883 in
Brownwood, Texas, and died May 18, 1932 in Reeves, Allen Parish, Louisiana. He married MARY-
EUNICE SEILEY October 27, 1905 in Mamou, Louisiana, daughter of JOHN SEILEY and LAURA
GUILLORY. She was born December 21, 1889 in Evangeline Parish, Louisiana, and died October
25, 1977 in Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.

Notes for JAMES WILLIAM HUFFMAN:

James William Barry HUFFMAN

Birth 3 OCT 1883 in Brownwood, Brown, Texas
Death 18 MAY 1932 in Reeves, Allen, Louisiana

First medical practice at Oakdale, Louisiana

Moved to Edna, Louisiana, practiced at the sawmill there for several years, then moved to Reeves,
Louisiana in 1919.

He was living at Mill Town, a mill settlement just west of Reeves.

In 1921, he purchased a house in Reeves from Mrs. Maggie Reeves, and lived there until his death
Dr. Huffman practiced medicine in a large area, including Reeves, LeBlanc, Ragley, Barnes Creek,
Topsy area and Dry Creek.

He cared for the mill crews and Railroad crews in the areas. He had a 80 acre farm south of Reeves,
and was the first in the area

to have an irrigation system for his crops, pumping water from Clear Creek into small canals on his
farm.

He found that sweet potatoes was a good crop, and built a Potato Dry Kiln in Reeves which many
area farmers used.

He organized a base ball team, which became one of his hobbies.

Dr. and Mrs. Huffman had five children; Mrs. Rose May Ogea, of Reeves; a son, John B. Huffman
of Houston, Texas; George Washington

Huffman; Mary Eunice Huffman; and Bessie Lee Huffman.

More About JAMES WILLIAM HUFFMAN:
Burial: Creel Memorial Cemetery
Occupation: Physician

Notes for MARY-EUNICE SEILEY:

Mary Eunice SEILEY

Birth 21 DEC 1889 in St. Landry, Louisiana

Death 25 OCT 1977 in Lake Charles, Calcasieu, Louisiana
Burial: Creel Memorial Cemetery, Reeves, Louisiana

Married 27 Oct. 1905 Age: 15

Marriage to James William Barry HUFFMAN
Mamou, Evangeline, Louisiana

10



Parents & Siblings
John William SEILEY (1855-1890) & Laura GUILLORY (1859-1920)

Children:

George Washington HUFFMAN 1906 - 1977
Annie Laurie HUFFMAN 1909 - 1911

James William HUFFMAN 1910 - 1911
Mary Eunice HUFFMAN 1912 - 1989
Bessie Lea HUFFMAN 1913 - 1990

John Berry HUFFMAN 1924 - 1996

More About MARY-EUNICE SEILEY:
Burial: Creel Memorial Cemetery

Children of JAMES HUFFMAN and MARY-EUNICE SEILEY are:
2. 1. GEORGE WASHINGTON? HUFFMAN, b. August 19, 1906, Oakdale, Allen Parish, Louisiana; d. March 21, 1977, Lake
Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.

ii. ANNIE LAURIE HUFFMAN, b. 1909; d. 1911.

i, JAMES WILLIAM HUFFMAN, b. 1910; d. 1911.

iv. MARY EUNICE HUFFMAN, b. 1912; d. 1989.

v. BESSIE LEA HUFFMAN, b. 1913; d. 1990.
3. vi. ROSE MAY HUFFMAN, b. September 20, 1918, Edna, Jefferson Davis, Louisiana.
4. vii. JOHN BERRY HUFFMAN, b. April 10, 1924, Reeves, Allen Parish, Louisiana; d. August 16, 1996, Houston, Texas.

Generation No. 2

2. GEORGE WASHINGTON? HUFFMAN (JAMES WILLIAM?, GEORGE WASHINGTON') was born August
19, 1906 in Oakdale, Allen Parish, Louisiana, and died March 21, 1977 in Lake Charles, Calcasieu
Parish, Louisiana. He married CATHERINE MASTEN. She was born June 12, 1910 in Michigan, and
died September 1972 in Lafayette, Louisiana.

More About GEORGE WASHINGTON HUFFMAN:
Burial: Bel, Allen Parish, Louisianal.ouisiana

More About CATHERINE MASTEN:
Burial: Bel, Allen Parish, Louisianal.ouisiana

Children of GEORGE HUFFMAN and CATHERINE MASTEN are:
i.  JAMES WILLIAM* HUFFMAN, b. June 19, 1930.
ii. GEORGE WASHINGTON HUFFMAN, JR, b. January 24, 1932.

3. ni. THERON MASTEN HUFFMAN, b. August 30, 1934,

3. ROSE MAY?3 HUFFMAN (JAMES WILLIAM?, GEORGE WASHINGTON!) was born September 20,
1918 in Edna, Jefferson Davis, Louisiana. She married LEONARD HADLEY January 26, 1934 in
Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana. He was born March 20, 1908 in New Iberia, Louisiana,
and died January 31, 1961 in Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.

Child of ROSE HUFFMAN and LEONARD HADLEY is:
i. ROBERT LEONARD*HADLEY, b. February 03, 1941, Lake Charles, Calcasien Parish, Louisiana; m. SANDRA KAY
LUCAS.
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4. JOHN BERRY? HUFFMAN (JAMES WILLIAM?, GEORGE WASHINGTON') was born April 10, 1924 in
Reeves, Allen Parish, Louisiana, and died August 16, 1996 in Houston, Texas. He married
DOROTHY SCARDINO in Gros Tete, Louisiana. She was born March 08, 1925 in Gros Tete
Louisiana.

2

More About JOUN BERRY HUFFMAN;
Burial: New Iberia, Louisiana

Children of JouHN HUFFMAN and DOROTHY SCARDINO are:
1. DOROTHY KATHRYN* HUFFMAN, b. September 28, 1946.
1. JOAN HUFFMAN.

Generation No. 3

5. THERON MASTEN* HUFFMAN (GEORGE WASHINGTON3, JAMES WILLIAM?, GEORGE
WASHINGTON!) was born August 30, 1934. He married SYBIL OPAL COCHRAN in Lake Charles,
Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.

Children of THERON HUFFMAN and SYBIL COCHRAN are:
1. FREDRICKS HUFFMAN, b. March 31, 1959, Lake Charles, Calcasicu Parish, Louisiana.
ii. OPAL FAYE HUFFMAN, b. January 29, 1958.
.  STANLEY CRAIG HUFFMAN, b. July 30, 1960, Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana; d. California.

More About STANLEY CRAIG HUFFMAN:
Burial: Bel, Allen Parish, Louisianal.ouisiana

12



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Complete and mail this form with payment to:
ALLEN GENEALOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P. O. Box 789
Kinder, LA 70648

Please make checks or money orders payable to
Allen Genealogical and Historical Society

Although not required, we ask that you please send a five generation
chart of your lineage for our records. A blank chart is attached.

S IKCLLL

Please enroll me as a member of the Allen Genealogical and
Historical Society for the current year, 2012

| understand that with my $15 membership fee | will also receive 4

quarterly issues of CROSSROADS published in January, April, July

and October. | can also have my queries accepted for publication in
CROSSROADS for no cost.

Record this membership under the following name and address:

NAME:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: Z|P:

E-MAIL (optional)

Surnames | am researching:

Please attach any queries you would like published.
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Ancestor Clhart
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QUERY FORM

Date:
Nammie:
Address:
City: St Zip:
Phone; E-mail:

Please type or print clearly alt information. Use a separate form for each person you are seaking
information on. Please capitalize the last name of each person ycu are seeking infermation on.

Filt in all the applicable blanks. If not applicable, place a dash in that space. Placs 2 question mark
where the information is speculative. Use “ca® for any date that is approximate or a good guess.

Subject’s name:

Date and place of birth:

Daie and place of death:

Father's name: .
Father's birth year: Death year:

Mother's maiden name:
Mother’s birth yeac: Death year:

Spouse’s name: (Maiden name):

Spouse's date and place of birth:

Spouse’s date and place of death:

Date and place of Wedding:

Subject’s children:

Subject’s siblings:

Subject’s places(s) of residence:

Subject's military service:

Any additional information on subject:

Queries are free to all membsars. Nen-member fee is /200 par Query.

Send Queries to;

S ALLEN GENERL
LT ll!lcnl'ggffl"

P. 0. Box 789
KINDER, LA, 70648
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