


Allen Genealogical and Historical Society
Post Office Box # 789  Kinder, Louisiana 70648

2007 Officers

President Betty Sarver CrossRoads 1s published
Vice President Ethel F. Sacker quarterly; in January,
Secretary/Treasurer Bill Fawcett April, July, and October
Publishing Editor Ethel F. Sacker

Assistant Publishing Editor Loretta Headrick

Historian/Reporter Fran Clemmons

Meeting are held on the *first Tuesday of each month at 10 AM in the Genealogy Room of the Kinder Library, a
branch of Allen Parish Libraries.

Membership fees are $15.00 per calendar year for a single person, which includes an annual subscription to
CrossRoads, our new publication, which is published quarterly.

Single copies and back issues are available for $3.00 each to anyone.

Queries are free to members; $3.00 for non-members—and will be published as space permits. Please include all
necessary information, such as names, dates, places, or place references.

We encourage and welcome contributions of genealogical and historical interest for inclusion in CrossRoads;
especially material pertinent to Allen Parish. The Society does not assume responsibility for accuracy of information
submitted and published, nor does it assume responsibility for any copyright infringement of submitted and published
material. We reserve the right to edit and/or reject material not suitable for publication.

We will accept donations of books, periodicals, and other material of Genealogical and Historical interest relating to
this area. These will be placed in the Genealogy Room of the Kinder Library. We welcome memorials and honorariums.
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BOOK SECTION: Books for Sale by the Society: (Prices; plus $2.00 Postage)

Rev. Paul Leeds’ Congregational Ch. Records: Volume 1 $25.00
“ Marriages and Funerals” 1895-1957
Rev. Paul Leeds” Kinder Congregational Ch. Records-1893-1974 (Vol. 1, 2, 3) $25.00ea
Rev. Paul Leeds’ Bethany (Green Qak) Ch. Records $25.00
Congregational Ch. Records of Indian Village, Edna, & Emad Communities (one book) $15.00
Congregational Ch. Records of Elton & China Communities (one book) $15.00
Congregational Ch. Records of Towa, LA (Rev. Leeds) (Early Ch.) $15.00
St. Peter’s Bayou Blue Indian Congregational Ch. Records (1901-1957) $25.00
Rev. Leed (includes St. Lukes’ early Ch.)
Jemison Family by Ethelinda Jemison Andrus (special permission)ON HOLD $25.00
China Cemetery, Elton, LA (Booklet--special permission) ¥ 8.00
LeBlanc Cemetery, Allen Parish, LA (Booklet) ¥ 8.00
Indian Village Cemetery, Kinder, LA (older Version + NEW with family history) $15.00
Sonnier Cemetery, Allen Parish, LA (Booklet) $ 8.00
Resthaven Cemetery, Oakdale, Allen Parish, LA (Booklet) $8.00
Green Oak Cemetery, Kinder, Allen Parish, LA (older & latest version) $15.00
(Special Revised & Updated Edition)
Lyles Cemetery, Oberlin, Allen Parish, LA $ 6.00
Lyles Cemetery, Barnes Creek, Reeves, LA NEW (with family history) $15.00
Liberty Cemetery, Elton, LA (close ties to Kinder) includes newest up-dated $15.00
version, with family information.
Index to Surnames in all recorded Allen Parish Cemeteries $10.00
St. Augustine Cemetery Basile, LA with short history (close ties to Kinder) $15.00
Ancestor Charts — 5-generation charts — Allen Parish Ties NEW $25.00
1941 Kinder High School Year Book (copy)—by order only $30.00
Jessie Johnson Cemetery, Kingsfarm, Kinder, LA NEW with pictures & family history $15.00
Nevils Cemetery with pictures of Headstone inscriptions. NEW $12.00
Kingrey Cemetery (Old abandoned, Barnes Creek) Recent Pictures & history NEW $12.00



Allen Parish Genealogy Society is keeping family file folders, which contain family histories, pedigrees and family
group sheets, newspaper clippings, and other items of interest. These offer an excellent source for research. Anyone
interested can get further information from any Society member. The Library will stock the necessary forms, and any
member will be glad to assist you.

All new members are asked to supply a five-generation Ancestor Chart, which will be kept in a file in the Genealogy
Room of the Kinder Library, and plans are to compile these into a book.
A blank five-generation ancestor form is included in each issue of CrossRoads.
The Society will accept items of interest to publish in CrossRoads; copies of Land Records, Wills and Probates,
Marriage Certificates, and copies of Obituaries are some suggestions.
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The research Department of the Library now has Rev. Heberts’ CD of his Records of SW LA; CD of
Confederate Civil War Veterans, and also has the Allen Parish 1930 Census Microfilm, plus Microfilms of

older issues of Kinder newspapers.
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Welcome New Members:

Robert ‘Bob’ Cole — 103 Kimball Dr. Lafayette, LA 70508
Brenda Fuselier, 208 Louie Dr., Lafayette, LA

LeComite” de Archives, PO Box 44370 Baton Rouge, LA
Steven Fontenot — 9638 Hwy 165 Kinder, LA

Dr. Michael Karam — PO Box AD Kinder, LA

PENCRE RS

CROSSROADS goes to:
1. Kingwood, TX

2. Lake Charles, LA

3. Baton Rouge Archives



Society News:
Update on Current Projects

KHS Yearbook Project still in progress. We are still in need of items for the yearbook.

Another on-going project of the Society is: Recording, documenting, and up-dating of Allen Parish
Cemeteries. *****STILL in PROGRESS

The Kingrey Cemetery Book (Barnes Creek) is complete and for sale. Pine Chapel Cemetery, and Reed
Cemetery m Oberlin, and Oak Hill Cemetery near Oakdale, LA are being updated. Many people who have
family buried in these cemeteries, are contributing information toward this project. We are grateful for all
help. It is a valuable contribution to recording the history of our area.

All these are put into individual books and sold by the Society. Inquiries can be made at the Kinder Library.

** Still in Progress**
1. WWI Registrations of Allen Parish
2. Ancestor Charts - BOOK 1 Completed (may be purchased from Society) -$25.00

-

3. Obituaries of Allen Parish and related areas — year 2003 completed - (still collecting, but progress is
slow). These books will be available for research in Library.

Note change in our monthly meeting date: FIRST TUESDAY of each month. Dues now $15.00

Early Calcasieu & Allen Parish Marriages
LA Marriage Index
Oberlin Court House,Records - Oberlin, Allen Par., LA

Fontenot, David — married: (1) Feb. 15, 1896 Azeline LeJeune of Estherwood (Crowley Ct. House)
Fontenot, David — married: (2) 14 Dec. 1918 Daisy Buller
Fontenot, Clodies — married: 15 June 1918 Barbara E. Gordon
Gordon, William C. — married: 08 Jan. 1903 Laurestine Marcantel (Family Bible)
Bushnell, Oda — married: 23 July 1914 Octavie “Tavie” Savant
Bushnell, Wilkins — married: 28 Aug. 1917 Alzris Fontenot
Hagan, Adalar — married: 22 Feb. 1868 Josephine Rodrigues (Rapids Ct. House)
Marcantel, Zenon — married: 01 Dec. 1827 Sidalise Miller (Opel. Ct. House)
Marcantel, Francois Nicholas — married: 12 Oct. 1805 Josephine Sue Fruge
LeBlanc, Agricole (Comme LeBlanc & Isabelle Broussard) — married: 23 Feb. 1808

Euphrosine Hebert (Joseph Hebert & Francoise Hebert)
LeBlanc, John Peton — married: 08 Jan. 1836 Denise Fruge

(both buried LeBlanc Cemetery, Allen Parish, LA)
LeBlanc, John Emile — married: 16 Jan. 1867Alzinath Moss

(both buried GOG Cem. Lake Charles, LA)
Mayo, Thad — married: 15 June 1859 Malanie Langley
Savant, Disca — married: 20 Jan. 1915 Estelle Fontenot
Doyle, Everette “Buck™ — married: 23 Dec. 1940 Stella Sliman
Bell, Clement — married: 15 May 1929 Willie Mae Fontenot
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Old Imperial Calcasieu

“First Patient”

American Press Lake Charles, LA
April 30, 1938

One Saturday morning more than 30 years ago there came a team of horses madly tearing out of the
alley that stll exists, leading from the courthouse to Pujo Street along side the old Dr. EJ. Lvons
home, now converted into a small hotel.

In the days when horses and wagons did all the hauling and delivering we had almost daily
exhibitions of exciting runaways. Some ended up with only a smashed wheel or smaller loss.
Others ended up disasteriously.

This happened to be a high spirited team hitched to one of the L.C.1L. & W.W. Co. (Lake Charles
Ice, Light, & Water Works), ice wagons and driven by Frank Mathis. He was driving through the
Alley that morning between high growing weeds. One of the horses switched his tail into a bush
inhabited by a big Wasp nest. The pests came out en masse and before Frank could get control, the
horses were gone!

Pujo Street, at the end of this alley, had been paved just a short time before. When the team hit the
pavement the horses couldn’t keep their footing. They fell and skidded clear across the street. One
hit his head against the opposite curb and was killed instantly. The other pulled through.

Frank was thrown out when the wheel broke. He landed in a pile of paving brick that had been laid
aside by the paving contractor. His ankle turned and broke. He was rushed to the Sanitarium and
found later he was St. Patrick’s first patient

It crippled Frank for life. He worked for 10 or 11 years after. His foot kept getting worse, finally
reached the point where he couldn’t work anymore. That’s why he is seen on crutches today. He
still suffers considerable agony at times from the old break.

**There is a Frank and Emma Holl Mathis buried in Graceland Cemetery (believed to be Frank in
the article above).

TRIVIA
**FIRST WEEDING**

The first White House Wedding took place March 29, 1812, when Lucy Payne Washington,
sister-in-law of President James Madison, married Supreme Court Justice Thomas Todd.

The Way It Was

Rainy Days were when old pictures were dug out, and nostalgia trips to the past were taken. It was a
time to write letters to someone you had forgotten and who had definitely forgotten you. It was a
great time to sit around the kitchen table and visit with friends and neighbors who couldn’t find
anything else to do.

The reason that a rainy day is so beautiful is that there is nothing you can do about it. It’s a free
vacation. God sends them from time to time to see if you can appreciate what’s around you, like
kids and friends and family stuff. Mostly, God sends the rain so that when it’s over we can walk
outside, smell the freshness, feel the cool breeze, see the promised Bow in the sky, notice the

revival of the plants, and realize that only He can make a rainy day, no matter what man says or
thinks.



THE LEBLANC FAMILY REUNION - by Ethel Sacker

It was a strange area. | had never been there before. As | traveled down the country
road, following directions, my anticipation grew. | was looking for the Quiskachitto
Methodist Retreat Center outside of LeBlanc, La. Now, LeBlanc is such a small
community, one could hardly get lost, but strange surroundings usually give that ‘lost’
feeling. To my right, | finally saw a large sign telling me to turn right or east, to get to the
Retreat Center. Gradually | entered a beautiful, wooded section, and came to a large,
overhead sign telling me | was entering the Retreat Grounds. It was a beautiful sight.
There were rusric buildings scattered back in the woods, so | drove on until | saw several
cars parked near a large, rambling building. That was it; that was where the LeBlanc
Family reunion was to be held. Although | was not a LeBlanc descendant, | had been
invited by a friend, and since family reunions are a weakness of mine, | decided not to
miss this one.

This was only the second time to hold the LeBlanc Family reunion at this location, and |
could see why it was unanimously chosen by the group. The large meeting/dining room
was equipped with a separate kitchen, and volunteer groups from the Center had prepared
the food and made all the arrangements for serving all those LeBlancs and their friends
and families. Large family type tables were already set, family style, with stacks of eating
plates, glasses, and flat ware. At the far end of the large room was a stage, equipped with
a PA System. Display tables were set up with family books, pictures, and presentation
posters.

I quickly found my friend Brenda Fuselier, and she began introducing me around. | met
Mary LeBlanc Nevels, who has done much research on the LeBlanc family, and is doing
her family history book in a very unique “Scrap-Book” fashion, with many pictures and
documents. She had three large albums filled with pages and pages (in chronological
order) of her line of the LeBlanc family going back to John Peton LeBlanc (1811) and
Denise Fruge of St. Martins Parish, La. Mary stated that much of her research was done
by interviewing relatives and acquaintances, seeking pictures, stories, and any documents
possible. She roamed through Cemeteries, gathering names, dates, and histories. And
looking through her book, it was evident that she was very successful in her treasure
hunts. Mary was taking orders for her book which she plans to publish soon.

Ann Bruning, who helps organize and head the Reunion, was everywhere, visiting with
people, keeping things running smoothly, and generally seeing about everyone.

Upon finding out that | was associated with the Allen Parish Genealogical Society, many
people began visiting with me and discussing family genealogy. | learned so much about
this LeBlanc family line; especially how knowledgeable people are of their heritage. Many
of the ancestors of this group are buried in the LeBlanc Gemetery located not far from the
Retreat Center. It is an interesting cemetery filled with history.

Lunch was served in the old-fashioned way. Everyone was told to be seated at a table,
to help themselves to the plates, glasses, and flatware, and they would be served by the
volunteers, who were mostly young people. Food was brought to the tables in large
platters and bowls; and the food was passed on from person to person at that table.
Conversation was animated, and the atmosphere was relaxed and friendly. | got the
impression that much reminiescing was going on in everyone’s mind.

After lunch, a program was started by Ann Bruning. Names were drawn and door prizes
were given out; family groups were assembled for family pictures, with a spokesman for



each group to identify each person and which ancestor they were representing. Many
pictures were taken. | noticed many notes being taken in the audience.

Next came special speakers with brief histories of their LeBlanc family line. Mary
LeBlanc Nevels spoke on her pending book, with emphasis on her direct ancestor, Louis
Loni LeBlanc, who married Marie Louise Bureau/Buro.

Brenda Fuselier gave a brief talk on her connections to the LeBlanc family, including a
graphic display of the linage.

To my surprise, | was called on next, to talk on my work in Genealogy, and my interest in
the LeBlanc Family Reunion. A genuine interest was shown by the group as | expressed a
desire to write an article on this family reunion for a future issue of the ‘CrossRoads’
Quarterly Publication of Allen Genezlogical & Historical Society. Of course | signed up for
one of Mary LeBlanc’s books. it will be a unigue addition to our Library in Kinder.

The LeBlanc Family Reunion will be held every two (2) years (on the odd years) at the
Retreat Center in LeBlanc It is a truly heart-warming experience, as are most family
reunions. These gatherings are important in keeping families in touch, and helping form
bonds with the younger generations.

Some LeBlanc Genealogy.
Father Hebert's Records of SW LA
- Blanc, Jean Peton (Peton — of Bayou Vermillion & Elizabeth Smith — both from South
Carolina) b. 6 March 1811, bpt. 29 Sept. 1811
Paternals not given; Maternals: Jesse Smith & Sally Worden
Spons: Theophile Broussard & Marguerite Thibodeau, wife of Eloy Broussard.
Fr. Gabriel isabey (SM Ch. Vol. 6, #1237)

LeBlanc — A Bnef Acadian History — excerpts from “Origin of LeBlancs”

An Ancestor who knew the family of LeBlanc was Pierre of Grand Pre. He was born in
1719. With the help of Jacques LeBlanc & Elizabeth Boudrot, all of them came from Grand
Pre. Later a marriage took place on Oct. 4, 1745, where Pierre married Marie Madeleine
Babin, the daughter of Joseph Babin & Angelique Landry. They raised a large family of 10
Acadian children. In the dispersion, the family was deported to Salem, Mass. After the
great deportation, and wandering in Exile for a decade, Pierre and his friend Francois
Doucet returned to Acadie to the Bay St. Marie, arriving in the Spring of 1771. They were
so discouraged by the rocky coastline and uncleared land of Pointe-de-L'Eglise; so unlike
the fertile homelands the British stole from them, and the loss of their people who had
been deported, that the men broke down and wept. To help bring this group together,
Madeleine, Pierre’s daughter, took an axe and cut down the first tree.

“We've cried enough”, she said, “Now let’s build a shelter for the evening.” They were all
encouraged by these words, and quickly constructed a place to spend the night.

Later, in 1775, they received land, a total of 1735 arpents.

Before the Expulsion, they were farmers, but because of poor soil and heavily forested
land, they became lumberjacks and wood-workers.

So the first families to come to the Pointe de L'Eglise (Church Point), Nova Scotia, were
the LeBlanc and Doucet families.

(Jacques’ father was also named Jacques LeBlanc, and his father was Daniel LeBlanc, the
father of the LeBlancs in Acadia.)



LCAP — July 01, 1935
Ignace Rhodrigues critically ill

Ignace Rhodrigues, who has been critically ill for the past ten days, is not expected to
live throughout the day. He has been in a coma for the past several days.

OBITUARY:
LCAP — July 02, 1935
[. RHODRIGUES Funeral Service 4 this afternoon.

Ignace Rhodrigues, 84, died yesterday evening at 7:40 at his home at 501 Lawrence,
corner of Hodges, following a two week illness. The immediate cause of death was
pneumonia, which developed a few days ago.

Funeral services will be held at 4 o’clock this afternoon at the Church of the
Immaculate Conception, the Rev. Mathias Cramers, assistant pastor, officiating. Interment
will be in Graceland cemetery, directed by Burke and Trotti. Pallbearers will be: Lennox
Brown, Henry Buller, Donald Hagan, Jack Perkins, Athan Coe, Fred T. smith.

Mr. Rhodrigues was a member of a New Orleans family, his father a Spaniard, and his
mother a Frenchwoman, having moved to that city from Europe upon their marriage. He
was born in Madisonville at his parents’ country home.

During the War Between the States, his father and eldest brother serving with the
Confederacy, his mother moved with him to Rapids Parish, near what is now the
Community of Canton. Reaching manhood he moved to old Calcasieu Parish 60 years
ago, and in which he has since resided.

Fifty-eight years ago last March he was wedded to Theresa Hebert, daughter of the
late Francois and Denise Miller Hebert, founders of the Hebert Settlement, north of lowa,
where they moved from near Opelousas.

Mr. Rhodrigues spent the larger part of his active life as a timber and log man on the
Calcasieu river.

Besides his wife, he is survived by one son, Frank Rhodrigues of Lake Charles, and
four daughters; Mrs. Adam Buller of lowa, Mrs. Frank A. Smith of Lake Charles, Mrs.
Frank J. Hixon of Turrell, Ark., Mrs. H. J. Jessen of DeQuincy, and the following
grandchildren: Henry Buller of lowa, J. Bryant Horne, Jackson, Miss., Mrs. W.L. Brown,
Alexandria, Mrs. Dr. Raymond Wallace of Knoxville, Tenn., Fred T. Smith of Lake
Charles; Margaret Jessen, DeQuincy; Bernice Buller of lowa; Harold Rhodrigues, Lake
Charles; four great-grandchildren also survive.

**(Genealogical Note:

There is much family history in the obituary of Ignace Rhodrigues, which includes the
Hebert, Hagan, Buller, Gordon, LeBlanc & Coe families. Next issue of CrossRoads will

attempt to follow up on connections to these family lines.

**lgnace Rhodrigues and Josephine Rodrigues, wife of Adalar Hagan, are related.

**Editor of CrossRoads**



Jacob Stampley Cole & Denise Fruge
9/4/1799 §/27/179%
10/20/1884 41850

John I, Cole

SHolomon Cole

James Cale

12/14/1887

Ahsalom Benjamin Cole & Avthemise Augustine
§/21/1819 1824
10/10/1908

Jacob 8. Cole, Louise Cole

Neyland Cole Desire Cole Uzette Cale Hiram Cole & Louise LeBlane  Emily Cole Lonise Cole  Absalom B. Cole, jr. Denise Cole
10/2/1849 3/12/1888
11/18/1911 10/27/1895
Madora Cole Minerva Cole Maggie Cole Martha Cole Dempsey E, Cole & Ida Langley sussie Cole Allen Cole
4/30/1881 10/9/1889
8/28/1987 4/16/1971

Carl C, Cole %.  Edna Robert
10/2/1909 6/17/1918
11/24/1992 4/30/1998

* Robert L, Cole & Judith Deleambre

Bernice Cole




Eli John Langley

Ldna Langley

David Langley

Hilaire Eli Langley & Gertrude Marie Casanueva

I3 3/9/1812

8/14/1830
12/7/1912

~ Thomas Sidney Langley &

12/2/1867
3/15/1930
Ida Langley Cole &
10/9/1889
4161971

10/211909
11/24/1992

~ Carl C. Cole & Edna Robert

Mar. 2/21/1829 b. 1816

~ John Eli Langley & Sara Johnson

10/5/1828
8/15/1890

11/30/1868
11/16/1928

Mirza Laforgue

Dempsey E. Cole
4/30/1881
8125/1957

6/1T1915
4/30/1998

Denise Langley Severine Langley

Maddisen

Ada Langley

Bernice Cole



Ancestors of Denise Fruge

Jean Fruge
b: in Chany', France

d: August 03, 1784

Pierre Francois Fruge
b: 1724 in Chany' Evuhe' de Sainte, Fr

Augustin Fruge
b: 1780 in Fakataic, St. Landry Parish,
d: Abt. 1823 in Succ. dated: Junc 182

Michelle Villian

b: in Chany, France

Pierre de Moullin
b: in Saintonge, France

Catherine de Moulin Duplantier
b: 1721 i Chany' Evuhe' de Sainte, Fr
d: December 17, 1796 in St. Landry, L

Denise Fruge
b: November 14, 1818

d: August 19, 1892 in Quiskichitto, L

Marie Gaivin

Francois Marcantel
b: 1727 in "De Lisle de Corse" {from t
4: October 12, 1805 in Pointe Coupee,

| Mathien Marcantel

b: 1698 in Chambray, France

| d: 1763

Francois Nicolas Marcantel
b: January 28, 1758 in Pointe Coupee,

| Marie Franceis Louis

b: Abt. 1700 in Chambray, France
d: 1780

Eloise (Louise) Marcantel
b: December 25, 1789 in Opel. Ch. V
d: March 09, 1872 in Eunice, LA @ a

] Anne Rondot

b: February 10, 1733/36 in Pointe Co

| d: December 25, 1761 in Pointe Coup

Jean Rondot
b: 16935 in France
d: January 17, 1746/47 i Near the Ho

Marie Coulon
b: Abt. 1708 in Province of Dauphine,

Joseph Valentin Moreau
b: July 02, 1709 in Of Silery, Quebec
d: March 11, 1782 in Opel. Post, St. L.

Theresa Moreau

d: 1804

1 b: 1762 in Mobile Post, Alabama

Marie Jeanne LaFleur
b: 1728 in Of Mobile. Alabama
d: July 29, 1803 in Opel. Post, St. Lan

Jean Dit LaFleur Andre

1O

Marguerite Brignac
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Allen Genealogical & Historical Society
PO Box 789
Kinder, LA 70648

Application for Membership

Please enroll me as a member of the Allen Genealogical and Historical Society for the
year 200.4 for which membership, [ will receive 4 issues of CrossRoads, which is
published in the Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter.

S8 e
I have enclosed $1-2-69 for this membership. Make check or money order payable to
Allen Genealogical & Historical Society, and mail to the above address.

Name - e I S
Address B i . S
City . state _lip

E-Mail (optional) -

Please complete the 5-generation chart in this issue. This will be placed in our
senealogical file in the library. (Can be done at any convenient time, )

List surnames you are researching:

Query_ e
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