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The Latest Identity Scams  
 
Greetings Client Advocates,             September 2022 
 
We hope that you had a great summer and are looking forward to the changes of the season.  
 
This is a great time of year to focus on what your property may need. Maintenance is not about what 
needs to be done to sell a property, it’s about keeping your home healthy now and every year 
going forward. And whether houses or condos, there is always going to be a list J 
 
Below is a snapshot of the type of vendors that we have in our database. We consider helping 
you to keep your home in good condition and protecting your investment an important 
component of the service we are committed to delivering. And it’s always fun to hear from you! 
 

Crawlspace work Licensed Contractors Chimney Cleaning Chimney Repair 
Inspectors Interior Painters Exterior Painters Gutter Repair 
Gutter Cleaners Roof Cleaners Roofers Window Cleaners 
House Cleaners Window Replacement Garage Door Repair Electricians 
Plumbers Heating System Service Septic Inspection Septic Pumping 
Landscapers Tree Service Air Quality Mold Remediation 
Pest Treatment Remember that your car may also need a checkup, new tires, new washer fluid, etc… 

 
Now on to our flyer content…  As cybercrime continues to evolve, it’s crucial to stay aware of 
the latest online scams – they unfortunately just keep coming. Not just phone calls and emails 
anymore; now even a text can have a link that really should not be clicked. You will find some 
tips to avoid some of the top online crimes happening right now. There are also a few smart 
ways you can protect yourself online, so you won’t fall victim to a cyberattack. We can all be 
proactive in protecting ourselves and our information – this is to help you to know what to look 
out for! When it comes to cybercrime prevention, awareness and detection are key. 
 
We appreciate your ongoing advocacy and are delighted to be of service. If we can be of 
assistance in any way, please don’t hesitate to reach out.  
 
Sincerely, 
Your Group Estes Realty Brokers 
Always looking for more ways to be of service … and working exclusively by referral throughout North 
King County and Snohomish County (and beyond sometimes!) If you know of someone who would 
appreciate the consistent level of service we provide, please introduce any of us via email, or call / text 
with their name and contact information. We look forward to following up and will take great care of them. 
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Smartphone Scams 
Texts: Never click on a link in 
a text message sent from an 
unknown number. It may include 
a link to a scammer’s website  
or app.

Apps: Beware of apps that, once 
installed, steal your information. 
Scammers might also create 
a nearly identical copy of an 
existing app and then make 
money from in-app purchases.

QR codes: Watch out for 
malicious QR codes created by 
cybercriminals that can take you 
to bogus websites designed to 
steal your personal information.

Cryptocurrency Scams  
These scams often involve 
fake prizes, giveaways or early 
investment opportunities. The 
scammers may create bogus or 
lookalike cryptocurrency websites 
to trick victims into sending them 
money, sharing login information 
or “investing.” 

Online Purchase Scams  
Cybercriminals sell products that 
you’ll never receive on  
marketplace websites, social  
media or fake e-commerce stores. 
At checkout, you may not have  
the option to use a trusted third-
party payment platform, which 
allows criminals to directly access 
your information. 

Online Dating Scams 
Fraudsters use online dating apps 
to cultivate a relationship and 
earn trust, which they then exploit 
in order to ask you to buy them 
something or send them money. 

SCAMS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

In 2021, people lost 

$547 million to romance  

scams – an 80% increase  

from 2020!1



PROTECTING YOUR IDENTITY 

What to Do if You’ve Been Compromised: 

Use IdentityTheft.gov to report it to the FTC.  

Notify your financial institution or card issuer.  

Consider a credit freeze by notifying all three major credit  
reporting agencies: Experian, Equifax and TransUnion. 

SOURCE: 1. Federal Trade Commission 

Avoid sending money to 
someone you’ve never met in 
person, even if you feel a deep 
connection. Steer clear of sharing 
too much personal information 
through websites or apps.

Before making online purchases, 
be on the lookout for too-
good-to-be-true prices, lack of 
details or high-pressure sales 
tactics. You can also research 
the company through the Better 
Business Bureau. 

Sign up for a credit monitoring 
service to get alerted when there 
are unexpected changes to your 
credit report or you’ve been 
compromised. 

Never share your passwords 
or bank information. Call your 
financial institution directly to 
verify any suspicious texts. 

Keep your smartphone safe by 
keeping your software up-to-
date. Neglecting to install system 
or app updates can leave you 
vulnerable to cyberattacks.  


