
Newsletter
Dear Reader,
We are very happy to launch this month's newsletter. Quite a few things happened, one of them was the
beginning of the journey from I to WE. People come & go into our lives, however sometimes we meet that
one special person who you have been waiting for. I was fortunate enough to meet Sangeta who believes
in what I believe & we could connect within no time. She became the co-creator and mentor of
Bhooshala's online program. With her by my side, we could introduce the program 'Design My Life -
Beyond Academics', the seed of which had sprouted a month ago. Someone has well said, "Once you
choose HOPE, anything is possible!". Together we wish to see the dream Bhooshala a reality.  
 
Another important event happened was, we visited a beautiful place in the Sahyadri ranges that could be
the future location of our dream Bhooshala. More on that in our upcoming issues.

This month's theme for Wednesday Wisdom was 'Feelings' - A New Language to Connect to the Child.
Listening, accepting and acknowledging them & receiving feelings is a NEW language for many of us.
Learning a NEW language doesn't mean that our other languages, of denying feelings, giving solutions, 
 reprimanding, sympathizing etc, was wrong. Learning a new language of understanding only means we
are increasing our choices. 

People often ask this question: "So after I have accepted & acknowledged the child's feelings, what next?
It's like me asking you, after you have won a million dollar lottery, "What next?". The lottery is we got
connected to the child, we have a relationship going! Who bothers 'what after that'! And, "What's the
hurry? If you want to fix the child or fix the situation - then yes, 'what next' is soooooo important. However,
if you want to understand your child (& yourself) - then there is no hurry. If you want your child to feel
understood - then there is no what's next. Many parents (including me some years ago) say, "I
understand my child". Can we really understand somebody? Is that even possible - given that every
moment the other person is thinking & feeling & changing. We can 'know' a great deal, but can we really
understand? Maybe in all my humility, I can try & understand, - I can be understanding.

Wish you a good read ahead... 

Get in touch with us if you need to or for any feedback.

With warm regards...
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Wednesday Wisdoms

Last Wednesday Wisdom, we explored how to
ACCEPT our feelings. Now that we have
accepted our feelings, let's try & see how we
respond to a child's feelings.
Let's take an example, let's say the child is
talking rudely & loudly. You get irritated by this
behavior, right? And you show your response
by either saying something or with some
gesture. Therefore, you are kind of taking care
of your feelings, right? but how are you taking
care of the child’s feelings?
The child is behaving in a certain way. And, you
are also behaving in a certain way. You have
expressed your feelings by responding that I
am irritated, I am hurt. However, where is the
expression of your child's emotions? How do
you take care of the child's feelings?
It might be good to ponder over it for
sometime... Till you understand the depth of the
question.
For if you have understood the question well,
you are very close to the solution as well.
Then it is only a matter of time...

Once upon a time, I used to get upset very
often. And, once I get upset, this upsetting
business would continue for weeks together if
not months. And, this would take away a lot of
my energy and there was no time to do
valuable things. I was a complete emotional
fool a decade ago. People around me would
wonder about my behavior but no one would
try & understand what I am going through
inside. Sounds familiar?
What we end up reacting to is the behavior
rather than exploring the feelings that are
leading to that behavior.
In this month's Wednesday Wisdom, we will try
understanding the feelings much deeper.
Feelings are the indicators, somewhat like
traffic signals - it is telling us something. This is
very important to understand and If not
understand, at least we must start with
knowing what my feelings are.
It might be helpful to learn the vocabulary of
the feelings. So, if I may ask you, how are you
feeling right now? I am not asking what are you
thinking right now, I am asking what are you
feeling right now?
The moment you ACCEPT that Yes, I am upset,
the magic happens!
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Wednesday Wisdoms

Can Happiness be limiting?
At one point in time, my daughter would watch
TV for 8 hours, & could turn around & say, "Why
do you want me to stop watching TV, I am
happy! Ain't happiness is what you want? Or do
you want me to go out & start riding Hero
Honda, scare you & myself too " So happiness
can also be limiting.
However, emotions can't be limiting even if it is
the emotion of "Fear"!
Let me ask you a question, What is the opposite
of fear?
Did you just say "courage"?
I disagree. Courage is not the absence of fear,
rather it is doing something despite having
fear.
The opposite of Fear is Understanding.
Let's say, I am scared of riding vehicles. One
option is I live with this fear. Another option is I
go for understanding. As I spend more time
gaining knowledge & familiarity about vehicles,
I get to start understanding what aspects of the
VEHICLE RIDE makes me scared or what part of
ME is scared of it. So fear is not a problem,
rather an invitation to learn about the world
outside & a window to connect with &
understand the self.
Therefore, can we say there are no negative or
positive emotions? And, can we also see when
we accept & acknowledge a child's feelings, we
are primarily bringing awareness alive?
Let us Help children take responsibility for their
Emotions.

Hope I was able to stir up some thoughts on
how you can take care of your child's feelings in
case there is an argument in my last
Wednesday Wisdom.
Let me share a story of the famous Mulla
Nasiruddin. One day he was looking for
something outside his house at night. His
neighbor passed by...
Neighbor: What are you looking for Mullah?
Mullah: I am looking for the coin which got lost.
Neighbor: Let me also search it for you.
After sometime,
Neighbor: By the way, where did you lose your
coin?
Mullah: Inside the house!
Neighbor: Why are you looking for it outside
then?
Mullah: Because the light is outside. Inside it is
dark. I can't find it inside, that's why I am
looking for it outside.
There is no logical solution to what the child is
doing at that moment. However, this can be an
opportunity for you to connect with &
understand your child.
What happens when someone acknowledges
your feelings?
And, similarly what does it do to your child
when you acknowledge his/ her feelings?
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Activities

My SEED BOX
is Growing 

by leaps & bounds,
this time with

Corn & Summer
Delight 'Mangoes' 

Neem tree is
already touching

the ceiling



Programs & Workshops

Design My Life - Beyond Academics 

Introducing a unique self exploration program "Design My Life -
Beyond Academics" for children Age 13-19 years. 

The program comprises of 9 sessions, each session of 2 hours,
weekly twice on Mondays & Thursdays, preferably between 9 &
11 am + 1 Ice breaker session. Parents can join the Ice breaker &
the concluding session. 

The program will be conducted twice a year - 
Summer (May-June) & Winter (Oct-Nov). 
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