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July, 2026 

The Cross-Lit Church - Faith, Hope and Love 

Semiquincentennial Celebration 

Semiquincentennial is just a long and fancy word 
meaning 250th. This July 4, we will celebrate the 
250th birthday/anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. Here at Peace, we 
will celebrate on Sunday, July 5. We will have 
one service at 10:00 a.m., with all our musicians 
leading us in worship. Our Sunday School 
students will sing two songs during worship and 
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance and the Pledge 
to the Christian Flag. A volunteer choir will 
perform the anthem, "Land of Our Loyalty".  

Invite family and friends to attend this celebration 
of patriotic songs and liturgy, with references to 

the writings of our forebears, from Thomas 
Jefferson to Emma Lazarus. We will remember 
our history and God's blessings throughout our 
history as a country. Before the blessing, 
dismissal, and closing hymn, we will affirm our 
Christian Vocation in Public Life. That means we 
will vow to carry out Jesus' command to go to all 
nations, but especially to proclaim Jesus in this 
nation.  

We will have Sunday School and Adult Forum at 
9:00 a.m., which will give our Sunday school 
children a chance to practice. Please make sure 
your children are in Sunday School! We will also 
have the children do chalk drawings if the weather 
lets us! We look forward to celebrating together. 

This "original rough draft" is in Jefferson's handwriting. The more famous engrossed (formally 
handwritten) version of the Declaration of Independence features the penmanship of Timothy Matlack.  
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Serving in the Armed Forces 

Kaleb Boyer, Gordon Ellis, Michael Glass, Nicole 
Hatfield, Houston Henize, Daniel Kelch, Tom 
Mays, Tyler Thomas, Ryan Thornton, Jake Davis, 
Elijah Lawrence and Adam Vogel  

Prayers for Homebound and Those in 
Care Facilities 

Cameron McCall (at home) 

Esther Miller (Monarch Meadows, 937-205-7658) 

James Wagel (at home) 

Remember in Prayer 

Tammy Aliff 

George and Dixie Beltz 

Bobbie Blevins 

Brittany Brown 

Sandy Brown 

Brent, Carol and Alisha 

Family of Nancy Camden 

Dorothy Carrington 

Lilly Combs 

Kendal Conley 

Melissa Dahlheimer 

Chris Davis 

Michelle and Craig Dick 

Family of Kathy Forsee 

Aiden Fowler 

George Fowler 

Missy Freeman 

Betty Gelter 

Michell Grey 

Judith Harp 

Pastor Scott Henning 

Dorothy Hibbs 

Judy Huber 

Josh Humble 

Lydia Humble 

Family of Diana Sorrell Hyde 

Donna Johnson 

Family of Michael Kabler 

Bill Kidwell 

 

Marlene Kress 

Ronald Land 

Angela Lauders 

Milly Leach 

Roxanne Malone 

Cynthia Marks 

Colt McKee 

Yolanda Meeker 

Esther Miller 

Estel Newberry 

Dorothy Orr 

John Pack 

Brenda Reed 

Tom Reifenberger 

Karla Ritchie 

Family of Amanda Roush 

Nicki Seip 

Pastor Ron Shreffler 

Linda Sue Stephan 

Danny Stephens 

Paula Taylor 

Family of Nikki Tracy 

Bob Verville 

Dana Voight 

David Wagner 

Natalie Williams 

Brent Wilson 

Holly Wilson 

Prayers for Health, Comfort  
and Strength 

The Prayer List is published each month in the 
Beacon newsletter. Updates to the Beacon list 
are included in the weekly bulletins. 

Please contact Pastor Laura or the church office 
to add names to the Prayer List or to request 
continuing prayers. Requests for prayers may 
also be distributed through Peace Lutheran FYI 
emails and the One Call Now phone service. 

Senior Member Birthday 

Barbara Montgomery  (7-Jul) 
412 Lincoln Ave 
Georgetown, OH 45121 

Thank You 

Hi church family! Throughout my 
undergraduate and graduate 
career, really my entire life, you 
all have always supported me and 
been one of my biggest cheering 
sections. There are not enough 
words to express how thankful I 
am to have such loving, kind, and 
wonderful people in my corner. 
Thank you, for your constant 
encouragement and support 
through the scholarship program 
as well. God has blessed me 
immensely through knowing each 
of you. I love you all so much! 

Grace Humble, MSW, LSW  
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"Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD! 
Blessed the people chosen to be God's heritage!" 

—Psalm 33:12 

Dear Friends, 

Two hundred fifty years ago, a group of people 
risked life and health to gather and put their 
signatures to the Declaration of Independence, 
written by a young Virginian named Thomas 
Jefferson. The war they were in with Great Britain 
would continue another seven years until General 
Cornwallis surrendered in Yorktown, Virginia. 
Over the years, our founders wrote the Articles of 
Confederation, elected George Washington as 
president (they had wanted him as king, but he 
refused), and formed the basis of our government, 
the United States Constitution. Over the centuries 
since then, we, as a country, have celebrated July 
4, 1776, the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, as our Independence Day. This 
year's celebration—its 250th anniversary—is a 
mouthful—Semiquincentennial. 

When I think about this holiday over the years, I 
think mostly about fireworks, family gatherings, 
and my excitement about being an American. My 
youngest brother, Craig, was not a fireworks fan, 
and when we would drive out to Bellbrook to see 
the fireworks, he could be found curled up on the 
floor of the car. We really had nothing like noise-
canceling headphones at that time. I was the 
opposite. I loved fireworks. 

On a particularly memorable Fourth of July when 
I was almost 6, we had just moved into our new 
ranch house in a new development in Kettering a 
month before, and my mother had just brought the 
aforementioned little brother home from the 
hospital on July 2. Because we were in a new 
development, we ended up having pebbles in the 
house. While we were having devotions on the 
evening of July 3, I picked up a pebble and put it 
in my ear, and out of my ear, in my ear, and out of 
my ear, in my ear...uh oh. My parents spied the 
guilty look on my face. There is a reason that they 
tell you not to stick Q-Tips in your ears. We 
headed to the doctor's office that Sunday night 
and met the doctor, who also could not remove 
the pebble from my ear. So it was off to Miami 
Valley Hospital on the Fourth of July with my dad 
and into surgery, where they removed the rock 
from my ear while I was anesthetized with ether. 
Ether and I never did have a good relationship. 

We headed home, I walked into the kitchen, 
and...disaster. My poor mom, newly home from 
the hospital. Her baby was spectacularly good, but 
she had a 2 1/2-year-old rambunctious toddler. 
She did not need me adding to that. She tucked 
me in on the couch, and I slept the afternoon and 
part of the evening away. At this time, though, the 
Belmont Auto Drive-In Theater set off fireworks, 
and we could see them through the picture 
window in our living room. So, when I woke up, I 
was still able to see the fireworks. 

I spent one Fourth of July in Canada! Pastor Ron 
and I had been married on June 30, and he wanted 
to go to Niagara Falls. We stayed at a bed-and-
breakfast in Niagara-on-the-Lake in Ontario. But 
we did drive to a parking lot where we could 
watch the fireworks going off on the American 
side of the falls. 

I had a friend whose daughter had been born three 
months prematurely, and just before bringing her 
home, they found that her retinas had detached 
from the pure oxygen. My friend took her child to 
Boston twice a year for exams and treatment. 
They were there over the Fourth of July and went 
to hear the Boston Pops give their annual concert. 
Of course the Boston Pops always closed with 
Tchaikovsky's 1812 Overture, with the end 
mimicking cannons and they shot off fireworks.. 
Katie could only barely see the fireworks, but she 
loved the "boom-booms!"  

We celebrated the Bicentennial the summer I 
graduated from college and started my first job as 

(Continued on page 4) 

From the Pastor 
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a newspaper reporter. I remember so much 
excitement for that, and watching the special 
Bicentennial locomotive come into Dayton. 
Church choirs joined together for great musical 
programs. It was a very exciting time.  

When we lived in North Star, and for a couple 
years thereafter, we waited in anticipation of the 
"Pre-Fourth Celebration" hosted by my 
parishioner Debbie Niekamp and her husband 
Gene, who attended the Catholic Church. They 
had acres and acres, and if you wanted, you could 
fish in the pond and even bring your camper and 
spend the night. It didn't matter how far away you 
had to park, a golf cart would be headed your way 
to pick you up. Fresh fried fish were on the menu 
as well as hamburgers and hot dogs. Everyone 
brought a dish or two, so there was plenty, as 
some years more than 200 people attended. It had 
the feeling of a big block party. There was music 
and square dancing, but mostly visiting with 
friends and neighbors and parishioners. Father 
Dave Zink and I took turns giving the grace. To 
show you how much pastors love saying grace off 
the tops of their heads at big gatherings, here was 
the conversation between Father Dave and me: "I 
think it's your turn this year. I'm pretty sure I did it 
last year." "No, you can go ahead and say grace." 
"No, you do it so much better than I do," The 
evening ended with fireworks set to patriotic 
music. The Niekamps finally called it a day a few 
years ago. We miss it. 

Before I go on, I want to tell you how much I love 
my country. My parents taught us to love our 
country, and we did a lot of traveling through this 
great land. My father is a history buff, especially 
if we're talking about the Civil War and World 
War II (which of course he lived through). I had 
great-uncles who were veterans of World War II, 
and although they took part in all the activities of 
the Fourth, they would not often talk about their 
time in Africa or Italy or Europe. They fought so 
that no one would have to fight again. World War 
I, of course, was called "The War to End All 
Wars." 

I loved the stories of people in history. Eventually 
I found out that our founders were slave-holders 
and that some of them were not necessarily 
Christian and did not want to form a Christian 

(Continued from page 3) nation, but a nation where "freedom of religion" 
was invoked. I found out that manifest destiny had 
worked against indigenous people whose families 
had lived in this country for millennia. My history 
teacher was honest about the greatness of our 
country and the times it was not so great. I know 
that Charles Lindbergh thought Hitler was doing a 
great job with Nazi Germany. I learned all these 
lessons, but I never felt bad because I was white, 
and my ancestors might have been involved in 
unsavory dealings. "Those who do not learn their 
history are destined to repeat it." I still loved my 
country. I still joyfully sang, "God Bless 
America," reveling in the fact that it was written 
by an immigrant named Irving Berlin. When I 
lived on Staten Island and rode the ferry back and 
forth past Liberty Island, the Statue of Liberty 
never failed to take my breath away. 

This year, I am trying to find excitement as we 
celebrate the Semiquincentennial. I hope our 
special service will help me do this. We have 
spent time putting our country ahead of God. We 
have spent time forgetting the words on the Statue 
of Liberty, "Give me your tired, your poor, your 
huddled masses yearning to be free." We have 
forgotten that God said to take care of the widow, 
the orphan, and the alien in our land. We have 
forgotten that every "neighbor" out there is a child 
of God. I love my country, especially the beaches 
and the mountains, our green hills here, the 
animals that run through the field in back of us, 
the variety of birds. I do not love my government, 
and I do not love what we are doing to others in 
this world because it is so far from Jesus' words to 
his disciples, "Love one another. Even as I have 
loved you, love one another." We are giving lip 
service to the psalm above: "Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the LORD." Our God should be our 
only Lord, and as the First Commandment says, 
"You shall have no other gods before me." My 
prayer also is that our leaders—and also us—may 
remember the words of Micah: "For what does the 
LORD require of you but to do justice, love 
mercy (kindness), and to walk humbly with your 
God." I pray for this sea change in the future, and 
that we can find excitement this year in bringing 
our country back to God. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Laura 
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Church Directories 

We have four of the new 
church directories for 
those who did not have 
their pictures taken but 
would like a copy of the 
directory. We have a 
sign-up sheet for the 
directories, which we 
will give out on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
After you have signed 
up, please see Pastor 
Laura. 

Some of our members who have both the print 
version of the directory and the online app have 
said they are happy to just use the online app, and 
will give their print directories to those who want 
one. Please see Pastor Laura, and she will direct 
you.  

The third way to have access to a directory is 
through a family member who has the online app. 
You can share the unique code with that family 
member and get the iPhone or Android app. If you 
want to know how to do that, please see Natalie 
Vogel, who is our app administrator. 

Also, if any of you change phone numbers, 
addresses, or emails please let Dan Wagel and 
Natalie Vogel know. Both will try to keep the app 
and mailing lists updated. 

Back-to-School Giveaway 

Agape will hold its annual Back-to-School 
Giveaway from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
July 25, and from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 29, at the Sardinia Church of Christ. All five 
Agape churches are participating in this project. 

Students from preschoolers to seniors in high 
school are invited to come pick out a new 
backpack and fill it with items for school and 
hygiene including: wash cloths, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, body wash, deodorant, shampoo, and 
hygiene products for girls in middle school and 
high school. 

To top off their preparations, students can pick out 
new shoes from a variety of types. Please note 
parents and grandparents MUST have their 
students with them. We will not give away items 
if the student is not there.  

From Peace, we could use donations of boys' and 
girls' deodorants (we are a little low on boys' 
deodorant right now), shampoo, feminine 
products for middle school/high school, and shoes 
of all sizes. Please have these items in by Sunday, 
July 12. If you have questions, please see 
Elizabeth Waits or Susan Taylor. 

Summer Lunch Program 

The Agape Summer Lunch Program will continue 
through July. Peace has been serving up to 101 
children each Friday. A group of volunteers packs 
the lunches at 6:30 p.m. each Thursday, and we 
meet at the church at 11:30 a.m. each Friday to 
make sure we have lunches delivered from 11:45 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  

We are in need of drivers and helpers. We have 
some drivers, but they need a break occasionally! 
We need at least one helper for each driver. Please 
sign up on the Access Hall table! 

Thanks to Susan Taylor and Elizabeth Waits for 
buying the food and other needs for the lunches. If 
you have not yet picked up your Thrivent T-shirt 
for this year, you can find them in Frey Hall. 

Vacation 

Pastors Ron and Laura will be on vacation in 
Phoenix from Tuesday, July 14, through Monday, 
July 20. Pastor Ron has a conference to attend. 
Pastor Jennell Rue and her husband Mike will 
lead worship on Sunday, July 19. They are 
looking forward to being with you again. Pastor 
on vacation doesn't mean you are on vacation 
(unless you are actually on vacation). Please be 
here to welcome Pastor Jen.  

If there is anyone who could drive the Shrefflers 
to CVG on July 14 and pick them up on July 20, 
we would be glad to pay mileage. Both times are 
reasonable -- we need to be at the airport on 
Tuesday afternoon, and we will arrive back at 
CVG in the afternoon on the following Monday. 
See Pastor Laura or Pastor Ron if you think you 
can help.  
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Dorcas Circle Projects 

Dorcas Circle will collect nonperishable food 
items for the Little Cross-Lit Pantry on Sunday, 
July 12. Please place your items near the tubs 
under that coat rack in the Access entrance.  

The circle will collect nonperishable food items 
for the Interfaith Pantry and items needed for the 
Adams County Homeless Shelter on Sunday, July 
26. You can find lists of needs at their respective 
drawers in the big cupboard at the Access 
Entrance.  

Also, in regard to the cupboard, we no longer 
collect pill bottles or empty ink cartridges as no 
one will receive those items.  

 Little Cross-Lit Pantry 

Mike Vogel gave the little Cross-Lit Pantry a 
"spruce-up" and Natalie Vogel added a coat of 
paint. They did the work in memory of John 
Mahanes who built the pantry for the LYO in 
2018. Natalie is still hoping to work on the 
landscaping, but the pantry is ready to distribute 
food. 

Dorcas Circle 

Dorcas Circle will meet at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
July 13, in Frey Hall. We will discuss our special 
open-church meeting to be held at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, August 10.  

Pastor Laura will lead us as we complete our Life 
Lessons from Acts Bible Study. Lesson Twelve is 
"Living Your Faith" and can be found on pp. 99-
106. The Scripture is Acts 27:13-25. Paul has 
placed his himself in God's hands as he heads on 
his final journey to Rome. Disaster strikes when 
the ship that Paul and his companions are on are 
caught in a 14-day storm because those sailing the 
boat did not listen to Paul. Nevertheless, Paul is 
able to give hope to those on the ship. How do we 
share our faith and God's hope?  

Pastor Laura has our next study, Max 
Lucado's Life Lessons from the Psalms, and will 
hand the study guides out at the July meeting. We 
will begin that study at our Sept. 13 meeting. 

Adult Forum Rocks 

Pastor Ron will continue to lead an Adult Forum 
series on the "Liturgy in Rock-and-Roll." 
Beginning in the 1960s, artists began to bring in 
their faith and Christianity through rock music. 
Come and learn about rock music in liturgy and 
listen to the different music that came out of that 
era.  

Note: Pastor Ron will be on vacation Sunday, July 
19, so Adult Forum will probably discuss the 
lessons of the day.  
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The Beacon is the official publication of Peace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio. 
It is sponsored by the Church and the LYO to furnish 
information and inspiration to our congregation and friends. 

Please send news items, 
corrections and address 
changes to the church office 
or peacelutheran@ymail.com 

Peace Lutheran Communications 

Peace Lutheran Church 

10581 Day Hill-Arnheim Rd 

Georgetown, OH 45121 

• 937-446-2747 (with answering machine) 

• website: peacelutherangtown.com 

• email: peacelutheran@ymail.com 

• www.facebook.com/peacelutheran.churcharnheim 

• One Call Now notifications available 

• Peace Lutheran FYI weekly emails available 

• Beacon newsletter mailed to members and friends 

Pastor Laura Shreffler 937-564-0082 (cell), 937-446-9308 (home) 

trinitytwo13@gmail.com 

Zach Taylor, President 937-515-7468 

Cleaning 

Thanks to everyone who came to our church work 
day last  month. We had many people gather to 
wash windows, clean bathrooms, mulch, pull 
weeds, etc. We will probably plan another work 
day so that we can clean up the gazebo -- power 
wash the gazebo and seal the furniture -- and 
attend to other things still left undone. Thanks 
also to several people who cleaned the church on 
a different day. We still need people on a weekly 
basis to help the Taylor family clean since 
Dorothy Carrington can no longer do it. We have 
a sign-up sheet on the Access Hall table. 

Teacher Needed 

We are still in need of a Sunday School teacher 
for our children ages 3 years through the third 
grade. We would like a permanent teacher, but for 
now, we have a sign-up sheet for anyone who 
wants to substitute as a Sunday School teacher 
each week. That sign-up sheet is on the Access 
Hall table. If you are interested, see Lisa Jewell. 
She has lesson plans through the end of August. 
Also, Lisa will be out of town on Sunday, July 12, 
and Sunday, July 19. We have substitutes for July 
12, but she needs teachers for both classes -- 3 
years through third grade and fourth grade and up 
-- for July 19. Again, sign up on the sheet on the 
hall table and see Lisa for your lesson plans. 

Catechism Classes Changed 

Catechism classes have been changed from 
Sunday mornings to 7:00 p.m. Wednesdays 
through the summer, due to competing activities. 
We will continue to study the Ten 
Commandments and begin our study of the 
Apostles' Creed. Catechism classes are scheduled 
for July 1, 8, 22, and 29, and probably will 
continue on Wednesdays in August. Pastor Laura 
will be on vacation on Wednesday, July 15, so we 
will not have catechism at that time. 

Pelican Paint Job 

Our pelican is in need of a makeover as paint 
chips are falling. Is anyone interested in 
repainting her, including possibly giving her a 
face? We know we have creative people out there! 
Remember that she is a symbol of the life-giving 
Christ. If you are interested, see Pastor Laura. 
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Council Minutes — May 17, 2026 
Present: Sue Bohrer, George Fowler, Terry 
Holland, Jerry Jewell, Tricia McClain, Cheryl 
Phillips, Marion Ralston, Pastor Laura Shreffler, 
Linda Sue Stephan, Zach Taylor, Dan Wagel, 
Joan Yockey 

President Zac Taylor called the meeting to order 
and read the mission statement. 

Sue Bohrer led devotions. 

The Secretary's report was reviewed. Tricia 
McClain to accept the report, and Linda Sue 
Stephan seconded the motion. A vote was taken, 
and the motion passed. 

Treasurer's report was reviewed. Tricia McClain 
made a motion to accept the report, and Linda Sue 
Stephen seconded the motion. A vote was taken 
and the motion passed. 

Pastor's report was read. 

Committee Reports 

Church Property—6/13/2026 at 9 a.m. will be 
church clean-up day. 

There might be a possible leak from HVAC 
system. 

Drain coming off the boiler needs replaced. It was 
suggested to get a carbonate filter. 

Cemetery—Branches picked up in the cemetery. 

Filled up sunken graves. 

Finance & Investment—Have a credit for propane 
of $3k. 

Evangelism—Packing lunches on May 28th and 
delivering May 29th. 

Scholarship—Olivia was awarded a scholarship. 

Worship & Music—July 5th will be 250 
anniversary and will be planning something. 

Youth & Family—Easter Sunrise Service 
breakfast went well, 11 kids participated, and 
$567.00 received in donations. 

Mother's Day the LYO grew own flowers to give 
to Mothers. LYO plans to do next year with some 
changes. 

Flower Sale almost raised $5k in sales and ended 
with profit. 

George Fowler made a motion to accept the 
committee reports and Linda Sue Stephan 
seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the 
motion passed. 

Old Business 

Boiler inspection passed, just needs drain 
replaced. 

New Business 

Need a new copier currently have a 2010 model. 
A new copier that is equivalent to the current one 
would be $7k. Another copier that doesn't have 
ledger size copies is considerably lower and will 
price check to downgrading. It will cost around 3k 
for the saddle stitch finisher needed for printing 
bulletins. 

Pastor Laura will be on vacation July 19th and 
will have Jen Rue as a substitute. 

Jennifer Wagner plans to make a pitcher for the 
baptismal font. 

George Fowler made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting and Tricia McClain  seconded the 
motion. A vote was taken, and motion passed. 

The next council meeting will take place on 
6/14/2026. 

Respectfully submitted by Tricia McClain. 

New Copier 

On Thursday, June 25, Peace Lutheran replaced 
our 15-year-old copier. The Church Council voted 
to purchase a "gently used" Sharp copier at its 
June 14 meeting. The old copier was breaking 
down frequently and repair parts were difficult to 
find. We know there are many members who will 
be happy to see a new copier.  

But even a "gently used" copier costs quite a bit 
of money, and the cost for this one was close to 
$4,000. We used money in the general fund to buy 
it, but know we have several people who have 
said they would like to donate toward a copier. If 
you would like to make a donation, please write 
“copier” on your check or envelope. Thank you! 

Opportunities to Share 

 Agape Emergency Fund – donations for 
emergencies in our community 

 Agape Food Pantry – non-perishable food 
items 

 Adams/Brown County Homeless Shelter – 
common household paper products and sanitary 
items for adults and children 

 Cross-Lit Pantry – non-perishable food items 
for our outdoor pantry near the access entrance 

 Home of Peace Orphanage in Bariadi Tanzania 
– donations for the orphanage and children - 
aluminum cans for recycling 
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We welcome you to join us for worship, fellowship and service! 

Sunday Schedule 

 8:30 a.m. Praise Worship Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Forum 
 10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

Holy Communion is celebrated every week 
At both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. 

Pastor Laura Shreffler 

Church Phone: (937) 446-2747 

Church Email: peacelutheran@ymail.com 

A Stephen 
Ministry 

Congregation  


