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Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday

Holy Week begins with the
observance of the Sunday of the
Passion/Palm Sunday at both services
on Sunday, March 24. We begin with
celebration as we gather outside the
sanctuary with palms for the Palm
Processional. After the reading of the
Palm Sunday Gospel from Mark 11 and the
Blessing of the Palms, we will process into the
sanctuary waving palm branches. The service will
take a more somber and serious turn with the
reading of the Passion of Our Lord According to
St. Mark, Chapters 14 and 15. We will use a
Reader's Theater format for the reading, which
will take the place of a sermon so that the
congregation can reflect on Mark's Passion. Two
volunteers are needed to read with Pastor Laura --
one who will portray Jesus, and the other the
Speaker. She will have the scripts copied soon.

It's LYO Flower Sale Time!

We will begin taking orders on Sunday, March 3.
The final day to submit an order will be Sunday,
March 24. Flowers will be available for pick-up
during the last week of April or the first week of
May... stay tuned for more information once we
finalize a pick-up date with the greenhouse.

Resurrection of Our Lord

We will celebrate together the Resurrection of
Our Lord Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, March
31. The LYO will present the Sunrise Easter
Service at 6:30 a.m. This will be followed by the
LYO Easter Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. Breakfast will
include pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs,
orange juice, milk, coffee, and hot tea. Donations
will go to the LYO and will be used for the ELCA
Youth Gathering and Young Adult Gathering.

The Easter Praise Service will begin at 8:15 a.m.,
followed by Sunday School for the children at
9:15 a.m. Joy and Tara are working on something
special for that! The Traditional Easter Service
will begin at 10:15 a.m. At the Easter services, we
will sing favorite Easter hymns and praise songs,
celebrate Holy Communion, and have the children
gather for a children's message and a surprise to
take home (not candy!). This is the most festive
day of the church year -- bring family and friends
to share the day!
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Please Remember in Prayer

Prayer Requests Received Since
the February Beacon

Roland and Fonda Barr
Gary and Sandy Brown
Kendal Conley

Betsy Drott

Becky Endsley

Roger Foebar

Claudia Fowler

Family of Robert Frey
Brenda Gast

Rick and Mary Harris
Pastor Scott Henning
Judy Huber

Family of Johnny Jones
Family of Randy Kabler
Norma Kelch

Wilfred Kelch

Bill Lang

Dwight Leach

Don and Sandy Mastin
Jeremy McFarland
Family of Ruth McFarland
Esther Miller

Fae Miller

Stephanie Riggan
Karla Ritchie

Mattie Robinette
Bryan Sartorious
Family of Jimmy Shay
Family of Paul Shreffler
Robert Starett
Barbara T.

Bill and Paula Taylor
Michelle Wallace
Marilyn Wasson

Diri Whitt and family
Dave Willis

Tim Wilson

Serving in the Armed Forces

Kalab Dearwester, Gordon Ellis, Michael Glass,
Nicole Hatfield, Houston Henize, Daniel Kelch,
Tom Mays, Tyler Thomas, Ryan Thornton, Jake
Davis, Elijah Lawrence and Adam Vogel

Thank You

Pastor Laura and Pastor Ron would like to thank
all of you who sent cards or who have prayed for
us and for Paul over the past three years that he
has been in failing health and the seven weeks he
spent in Hospice Care. They would also like to
thank Chuck and Willa Cooper for guiding them
through the burial process, everyone who agreed
to serve as pallbearers, Terry Holland for helping
us with the flowers, Dorcas Circle and any others
who provided food for the funeral meal, and
anyone who came out to the visitation and/or
graveside service to support us.

I would like to thank everyone for the prayers,
cards, and kind words for the loss of my three
sisters. It was a difficult time for me, but with
your help it eases the pain. Thank you very much.
Mary Taylor

Thank you to my church family for all the cards
and prayers. I so appreciate each one of you.
Love, Sue Bohrer

We would like to thank everyone for prayers,
cards and those of you who came to visitation and
the funeral, and most of all for thinking of us
during the loss of Ruth McFarland. -- C.W.
McFarland and Family

I met my goal with your support. Thank you for
buying cookies. Maya ¥

Prayers for Health, Comfort
and Strength

The Prayer List is published each month in the
Beacon newsletter. Updates to the Beacon list
are included in the weekly bulletins.

Please contact Pastor Laura or the church office
to add names to the Prayer List or to request
continuing prayers.

Requests for prayers may also be distributed
through Peace Lutheran FYI emails and the One
Call Now phone service.

Prayers for Homebound and <
Those in Care Facilities £

Cameron McCall (at home)
Esther Miller (Monarch Meadows, 937-205-7658)

(d
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""But this is the covenant I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I
will write it on their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people...for I will
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin
no more."

Jeremiah 31:33 and 34b, NRSV

Dear Friends,

All of our Old Testament or Hebrew Scripture
texts during Lent are about the covenants and the
promises of God. God kept making covenant
promises, and Israel kept breaking covenant
promises. It was enough to make God finally give
Israel over to Assyria and Judah -- particularly
Jerusalem -- to Babylon. God never stopped
loving the people, but he felt discipline was
needed to wake them up. They had been warned
by prophets for years what would happen if they
kept abusing the widow, the orphan, and the
sojourner or resident alien. Their worship was
surface. God did not want from them sacrifices
but mercy. And they just didn't get it.

We have already talked about two of the
covenants. The first was the rainbow. I can't even
imagine how evil the people on earth were that
God decided to pick out eight people and a bunch
of animals to save while he flooded the earth. He
told Noah to build an ark, which he did despite his
neighbors mocking him. He, his wife, and his
three sons and daughters-in-law boarded the ark,
experienced torrential rains for 40 days and 40
nights, and then had to wait in the ark until
everything was dry -- another few months. Finally
the day came when they could disembark. Bad
news for some of the animals as Noah made a
sacrifice to God, but good news for the humans.
And God said whenever we see his "bow" or
rainbow in the sky, that is his covenant with us
that he will never again destroy humankind by a
flood. Yes, we still have devastating floods, but
not a flood that destroys the whole earth.

The second Sunday in Lent, God was speaking
with Abram again, and again he gave him the
promise that he would have multitudes of
descendants. Abram is a little skeptical since he is
99 and his wife, Sarai, is 90. But in the Second
Lesson from that Sunday in Romans, Paul says,
"Abraham believed, and it was reckoned to him as

From the Pastor

CHLLED
TO SERvE

righteousness." To put a fine point on this
promise, God changes Abram's name to Abraham,
and Sarai's name to Sarah. God will bless both of
them with a son. Like the rainbow, this promise
comes true with the birth of Isaac.

Many years later, after the Egyptians have made
slaves of the Israclites, God chooses Moses to
bring them out of bondage. After that happens,
they walk to Mt. Sinai, also known as Mt. Horeb
(which was Mt. Orab's original name). Moses
goes up the mountain to talk with God. Moses
brought A LOT of Israelites out of Egypt. Those
Israelites were going to need laws so things didn't
descend into chaos. They also needed to know
who it was who was with them, who accompanied
them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire
by night. They needed to know that the Lord their
God was a jealous God and expected them to
worship only him -- no other gods before him.
And so he gave the Ten Commandments -- a
covenant we still follow and on which many of
our own laws and codes are based -- to Moses to
share with the Israelites.

Despite the Ten Commandments, which the
Israelites committed to at first, they were whiners
and complainers, speaking against God and
Moses. They didn't have the right food, they
detested the miserable food they did have, spoke
against God and Moses, and finally drove God to
send down poisonous serpents. They bit the
people, and many died. Others repented and
confessed their sin, hoping Moses would pray to
God to take the serpents away. God did not take

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

the serpents away -- that punishment stood. The
LORD told Moses to make a poisonous serpent of
bronze and set it on a pole; and everyone who was
bitten would live. This promise was fulfilled. The
people lived, but they had to suffer. Also on the
Fourth Sunday in Lent, the Gospel will be from
John 3. We are all familiar with John 3:16, but
John 3:15 goes along with it: "Just as Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life." The poisonous bronze
snake that saved pointed ahead to the cross that
saved.

Finally, in Jeremiah 31, on the Fifth Sunday in
Lent, we see the covenant God decided to make.
This covenant would not be dependent on the
people. God would make sure of that. This is the
Scripture we have on the Feast of Reformation
each year in October. "The days are surely
coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah." Jeremiah goes on to say that this will be a
different covenant from the many that Israel and
Judah broke. This time, God will write the law on
their hearts and will be their God, and they will be
God's people. Everyone will know what God
wants and will do it. But most wonderfully, the
LORD says "I will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more." Just think, when we
repent and we confess, God completely forgets
our sin. We might carry it around, but God has
already forgotten.

But this was not the final covenant. The final act
was for God to come to earth as a human, and
finally to die on a cross for our sin. It is good to
have a Lenten season where we review God's
covenants and to finally realize that great grace
that God has given us.

In Christ,
Postor Loura

Our Christian Sympathy

T Our Christian sympathy is extended to Sue
Bohrer on the death of her brother, Johnny
Jones, Monday, Jan. 29. This was Sue's only
brother. Funeral services were held in Ken-
tucky on Friday, Feb. 2. Please keep Sue and
Johnny's family in prayer.

T Our Christian sympathy is extended to Pastor
Ron and Pastor Laura on the death of Pastor
Ron's brother, Paul Shreffler, Thursday morn-
ing, Feb. 1, at Vancrest Nursing Home in St.
Marys. Please keep in prayer Pastor Ron and
Pastor Laura, as well as Rebecca Babyak, his
niece and goddaughter. Memorials may be
made to St. John Lutheran Church in Sidney,
Ohio, Grand Lake Hospice or the donor's
choice.

T Our Christian sympathy is extended to the
family of Ruth McFarland, who died Thurs-
day, Feb. 8. She was the mother of C.W.
McFarland. Funeral services for Ruth were
held Tuesday, Feb. 13, at Cahall Funeral
Home in Ripley. Please keep in prayer C.W.
and Bonnie McFarland, Tiffany and Phillip
Walker, Trent McFarland and all of Ruth’s
family.

T Our Christian sympathy is extended to the
family of Robert Frey, who died on Friday,
Feb. 9. We especially remember in prayer
Robert's sister and brother-in-law, Miriam and
James Wagel, as well as nephews, nieces, and
cousins. Funeral services and burial were held
Friday, Feb. 16 in Marysville, OH.

T Our Christian sympathy is extended to the
family of Randy Kabler, the nephew of Dixie
Beltz, who died of cancer. Please keep
Randy's family, including Dixie, in prayer.

Special Offerings

The Souper Bowl “noisy offering” collected the
morning of the Super Bowl totaled $136.94 and
has been donated to the Agape Interfaith Pantry.
The 44 containers of food collected as part of the
Souper Bowl offering were divided between the
Interfaith Pantry and our Little Cross-Lit Pantry.

The $198.00 offering received at the Ash
Wednesday worship service has been donated to
the Agape Emergency Fund.
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Casserole Bake Sale Thank You

Thank you to everyone who purchased casseroles
during our fundraiser in January. $1,325 was
raised by selling 43 casseroles! This was a great
step toward meeting our goal to attend the
Gathering this summer!

Also, thank you to the LYO families who did the
cooking to make this happen... this was truly a
divide and conquer effort and it would not have
been possible without you!

LYO Valentine Dinner Thank You

We held our annual Valentine Dinner on February
11 and it was a great success! We had 53 guests,
which made for a full house! Between donations
during the dinner and flower/card sales,
approximately $900 was raised... another great
step toward getting our crew to the Gathering in
July!

LYO Envelope Fundraiser

The LYO Envelope Fundraiser is located on the
Access Hallway table. Pick an envelope (right
now numbered 2 to 100). Place the amount of
money shown on the front of the envelope in the
envelope and place the envelope with the money
in the box. Fifty percent of this fundraiser will be
used for future QUAKE events, with the other 50
percent going to the ELCA Youth Gathering and
Young Adult Gathering in July in New Orleans.

3] &1 100

Maundy Thursday

We remember Jesus' New N
Commandment as well as the ‘
First Communion in the Upper J Z
Room and "the night in which -

he was betrayed" on Maundy \_)
Thursday, 7:00 p.m. Thursday,

March 28.

The word Maundy comes from the Middle
English "maundate" or mandate. Jesus gave the
disciples a New Commandment at the Last
Supper: "Even as [ have loved you, you too
should love one another." His second
commandment during the breaking of the bread

and drinking of the wine was "Do this in
remembrance of me."

P g

We will celebrate Holy Communion and
experience the laying on of hands. Worship will
end with the stripping of the altar as we read
Psalm 22. Everyone is welcome to take part in the
stripping of the altar. Once it is stripped, we leave
in silence.

LYO Cards

The LYO has an ongoing fundraising project
creating laser-cut greeting cards. These unique
cards include birthday, graduation, sympathy, get
well, thinking of you cards and more. You can
look through the selection in the Access Hallway.
The cards aren’t priced, so please place a donation
in the container near the display. All the funds
raised will support the LYO trip to the ELCA
Youth and Young Adult Gatherings this summer
in New Orleans.

Tncbrae

1 Shadd

Good Friday Tenebrae

In sorrow, we remember Jesus' death with our
Good Friday Tenebrae service on Friday, March
29. The word Tenebrae means "shadows." The
sanctuary will have all lights on when you enter as
well as the Tenebrae candelabra with seven
candles lit.

The pastor will read the Passion of Our Lord
According to St. John in seven sections. At the
end of each reading, a candle is extinguished and
a hymn sung until at last the sanctuary is
completely dark. This is a service that stresses
God's grace and Jesus' sacrifice. This is another
service well-loved by those who attend it. The
depths of sorrow on Good Friday add to the
complete celebration of Jesus' resurrection on
Easter Sunday.
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Lenten Devotionals

Check the Access Hallway table for Lenten
devotionals: "Guided to the Cross" for adults;
"Sow, Now It's Lent" for teens and young adults,
and "Cross My Heart" for children and their
families with an accompanying mobile to add
onto each day.

Families, it doesn't look as if the children's
devotionals have been touched! Please pick up a
devotional and accompanying mobile for your
children or grandchildren! This is a way to have
time together -- probably no more than 10 minutes
each day -- and start your children or
grandchildren on their way to a deeper faith.

Agape Stations of the Cross

Peace will host the Agape Palm Sunday Stations
of the Cross service at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, March
24. These are not the Stations of the Cross that
surround Good Friday, but we will follow Jesus
from that joyful moment of entering Jerusalem
through the events and encounters leading to the
Upper Room, where he shared the Last Supper
with his disciples. Through fourteen readings
from the Gospel according to Mark, we follow
Jesus to the Passover. Agape members and Pastor
Greg from Sardinia Hope Church have
volunteered to read, but we also need volunteers
from Peace. Last year, several people said how
much this service means to them and how they
wished others would come so they would know
what they were missing. Dorcas Circle will serve
light refreshments following the service.

From the Middle Pew

The defenseless, gentle dove;
faithful to its mate and home
loving is the perfect choice
of Noah, knowing the bird
would return to his hand with
the desired sign. The flood has ended.
(Genesis 8:14)

Another dove rested on Jesus’ shoulder
identifying him as the Messiah, the deliverer,
the Son of God, and our Savior.

May the gentle spirit of Jesus find a resting
place in our hearts giving us strength for the
journey and peaceful rest at the end of the
day.

IMW

.Midweek Lenten Worship Schedule

We will continue our "Guided to the Cross"
Midweek Lenten Worship at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesdays through March 26. This service
usually runs about 40 minutes, time for you to
spend in God's presence. Here is the schedule of
the remaining midweek services:

March 6 "Guided to Peace"
March 13 "Guided to Trust"
March 20 "Guided to Perseverance:

Join us on this journey to the cross.

Lenten Bible Study Schedule

Come and join us for our "Guided to the Cross"
Lenten Bible study, held at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00
p.m. on Tuesdays in Frey Hall. Even if you
haven't been able to attend yet and all our Bible
study books have been picked up, we can copy
sessions for you each week. Here is the schedule
of the remaining Bible studies:

March 5 "Guided to Love"
March 12 "Guided to Peace
March 19 "Guided to Trust
March 26 "Guided to Perseverance"

Dorcas Circle to Meet

Dorcas Circle will resume meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Monday, March 11.

Following a business meeting, Pastor Laura will
lead us as we continue our Bible study, Bad Girls
of the Bible and What We Can Learn from Them.
This month's Bible study is "The First Cut Is the
Deepest," about Delilah, one of our "Bad to the
Bone" bad girls. Read Session 5, pp. 106-126;
Question 5 in the discussion questions on p. 242;
and pp. 252-253 in the Study Guide.

We look forward to coming together again for
fellowship and study!
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Church Communications

Peace Lutheran Church
10581 Day Hill-Arnheim Rd
Georgetown, OH 45121

937-446-2747 (with answering machine)
peacelutheran@ymail.com
www.facebook.com/peacelutheran.churcharnheim
One Call Now notifications available

Peace Lutheran FYI emails available

Beacon newsletter mailed to members and friends

Pastor Laura Shreffler

937-564-0082 (cell), 937-446-9308 (home)
trinitytwo 13 @gmail.com

Facebook

Travis Phillips, Council President

513-739-0672

QR Link

2|0
.: ;‘ Southern Ohio Synod
‘\1 l?zfpg Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Bishop’s Theological Convocation

The annual Bishop's Theological Convocation
will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday, March 11, at Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church in Upper Arlington. The cost for this is
$20, which includes lunch and materials. Usually
just open to rostered leaders (pastors and
deacons), this year the convocation has been
opened to lay people and church staff as well.
Again, Pastor Laura will drive.

The two morning sessions will include talks and
workshops in a day of learning about current
mental health concerns for children and young
adults, and how congregations and ministries can
become safe places of support for youth and their
caregivers. Lunch will be followed by worship
and the renewal of ordination vows for rostered
leaders. The workshops will be led by Joy
Williams, MSW, LSW, and Cynthia Cummons,
MSW, LISW-S, CATP. Again, if you are
interested, let Pastor Laura know, and she will
register you.

" A Taste of Cultivate Ministries'

The Southern Ohio Synod will offer "A Taste of
Cultivate Ministries: An Experiential Event for
Lay and Rostered Leaders." This will take place
from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, March 9, at
the Clifton Branch Library, 3400 Brookline Ave.,
Cincinnati.

Cultivate Ministries of the Southern Ohio Synod
are "Fresh Expressions" of church that bring Jesus
to the places where people are gathering in our
neighborhoods. The synod invites us to start
thinking about how we in our congregations of the
"inherited church" can be part of this holy work.
Come and see what this might look like on
Saturday, March 9. At this experiential event,
we'll talk about the theological, spiritual, and
practical origins of these "outside-the-box"
ministries.

1) A "Dinner Church" session, during which we'll
share a Jesus story and worship while gathered
around our lunch table.

2) A "Paint Party Church" session, in which we'll
experience how faith gatherings can happen
around people's interests and hobbies.

If you are interested in attending, please let Pastor
Laura know in the next few days, so she can get
you registered. She is willing to drive.

Please send news items,

corrections and address @
changes to the church office

or peacelutheran@ymail.com

The Beacon is the official publication of Peace Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio.

It is sponsored by the Church and the LYO to furnish
information and inspiration to our congregation and friends.
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Council Minutes — January 7, 2024

Present: Pastor Laura Shreffler, Dan Wagel,
Travis Phillips, Linda Sue Stephan, Shauna Weis,
Elizabeth Waits Joan Yockey, Connie Perry,
Stephen Weddle, Dorothy Carrington, Paul
Hertlein, Cheryl Phillips, Natalie Vogel; Absent:
Steve Bundy

Pastor Shreffler called the meeting to order and
read the mission statement.

Pastor Shreffler led our devotions.

The Secretary’s report was read by Pastor
Shreffler. Paul Hertlein made a motion to accept
the report and Joan Yockey seconded the motion.
A vote was taken and motion passed.

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Paul
Hertlein made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s
report and Shauna Weis seconded motion. A vote
was taken and motion passed.

Pastor Shreffler’s report was reviewed.
Committee Reports

Church Property — A contract has been signed
with Zack King for plowing/snow removal. Snow
removal and salt prices are $100 each for the
parking lot and $45 each for the walkway. Fire
Extinguisher — left another message for the switch
to go ahead and be done. Doorbell & Fire Alarm —
replaced batteries. Carpet buckling in sanctuary —
needs to be tightened. Parsonage garage door —
will address the fix in the spring. Sanctuary needs
repainted — will get estimates.

Cemetery — erosion work is not yet complete,
ground is too wet.

Finance/Investment — nothing to report.

Evangelism — nothing to report, next meeting is
January 25.

Stewardship — nothing to report.
Scholarship — nothing to report.

Christian Education — next meeting is in February,
Pastor informed us of the passing of Marge Beam.

Worship/Music — looking ahead to Lent, next
meeting is January 8.

Youth Ministry — A movie night was held on
December 15 to view ‘The Santa Claus’. There
were thirteen people in attendance. We went
Christmas Caroling on December 17, went very
well. An update was given on the Quake weekend
from January 5-7, 3 youth attended the event. An
update was given regarding the remaining
fundraising efforts before the Gathering trip this

summer. The remaining fundraisers are
Casseroles in January, Valentine Dinner on
February 10, flower sale in March, Easter
breakfast, the envelope fundraiser, and possibly a
rummage sale in the spring.

Mission Fund — nothing to report.

Paul Hertlein made a motion to accept Committee
Reports and Shauna Weis seconded the motion. A
vote was taken and motion passed.

Committee Liaisons were selected:

Dan Wagel has agreed to remain as Treasurer.
Church Property — Steve Weddle
Cemetery — Paul Hertlein

Finance & Investment — Steve Bundy
Evangelism — Joan Yockey

Stewardship — Linda Sue Stephan
Scholarship — Shauna Weis

Christian Education — Dorothy Carrington
Worship & Music — Connie Perry

Youth & Family — Natalie Vogel

Mission Fund — Elizabeth Waits

Old Business

Painting of the Sanctuary hall — Shauna Weis
sending a contact to Steve Weddle

Website — Natalie Vogel has asked everyone to
remind committees to send web updates for the
committees.

New Business

Annual Congregational Meeting will be on
February 25 between services. All committee
treasurer reports are due by February 4. Audit
Committee to be complete by February 11.
Packets will be available for review on February
18.

Pastor Shreffler — we are a chosen church for the
SOS audit.

Handrail needed in altar area and Sunday School
room — Steve Weddle to research.

Next meeting will be on February 11, 2024.

Elizabeth Waits made a motion to adjourn
meeting and Shauna Weis seconded the motion.
A vote was taken and motion passed.

The meeting closed with all saying the Lord’s
Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Natalie Vogel, Council Secretary
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Peace Lutheran Church
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The Beacon
Peace Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio
March 2024

We welcome you to join us for worship, fellowship and service!

Sunday Schedule

8:30 a.m.  Praise Worship Service o Y9THg,
9:30 am.  Sunday School and Adult Forum &0% a%%
10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship Service L 0 ﬂ%
Holy Communion is celebrated every week Z :
At both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. ‘; G WQ
= ®
Pastor Laura Shreffler : ,@ V‘ﬁ& : A A;tegfen
1 inistry
Church Phone: (937) 446-2747 AMER Congregation
Church Email: peacelutheran@ymail.com
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