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Ministers, All Peace Lutheran Members

Pastor Laura Shreffler
Phone: 937-446-2747

Easter Service Thank You

Thank you to everyone who came out to join us
for the Easter Sunrise Service and Breakfast. It
was a great morning celebrating our risen Lord!

At the breakfast, the LYO collected $962 to put
toward our trip to the ELCA Youth & Young
Adult Gathering this summer!

Congregational Meeting and
Pentecost Celebration

We will hold a congregational meeting on
Pentecost Sunday, May 19. We will have
one service at 10:00 a.m. that day, with
Sunday School, Adult Forum, and
Catechism meeting at 9:00 a.m.

The congregational meeting will be held
at 11:00 a.m. We plan to vote on bids to
paint the sanctuary and to replace a heat
pump. The Church Council is waiting for
references and will vote on

which bid it wants to present

at its regular meeting on

May 5.

Worshiping together also

will enhance the celebration &
of the coming of the Holy

Spirit! We hope to see

everyone on May 19!

Wear red!

Memorial Day Service

We will hold our annual Memorial Day
Service at approximately 9:30 a.m.
Monday, May 27, in Peace Lutheran
Cemetery.

The Russellville American Legion will
lead the ceremonies and Pastor Laura will
speak. This is our time to remember those
who gave their lives for our country. This
is always a much-anticipated and well-
attended service.

The Cross-Lit Church - Faith, Hope and Love
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Please Remember in Prayer

Bea Baker

Bentley Balke

Roland and Fonda Barr
George Beltz

Gretchen Bernard and son Alden
Gary and Sandy Brown
Kendal Conley

Family of Roger Foebar
Foson Family

Family of Barbara Gundrum
Pastor Scott Henning
Judy Huber

Wilfred and Norma Kelch
Bill Lang

Fae Miller

Lydia Pearcy

Karla Ritchie

Mattie Robinette

Robert Starett

Don Stevenson

Bill and Paula Taylor
Family of Sherry Walker
Michelle Wallace
Marilyn Wasson

Dirl Whitt and family
Dave Willis

Family of James Yochum

Senior Member Birthday

Bette Ellis (14-May)
916 Louise Dr
Xenia, OH 45385

New Addresses

Bill Taylor

Embassy of Lebanon

700 Monroe Rd Rm 121
Lebanon OH 45036-1409

Donna Johnson has a new address at Otterbein.

Donna Johnson
465 N State Route 741 Apt 216
Lebanon OH 45036-9245

Prayers for Health, Comfort
and Strength

The Prayer List is published each month in the
Beacon newsletter. Updates to the Beacon list
are included in the weekly bulletins.

Please contact Pastor Laura or the church office
to add names to the Prayer List or to request
continuing prayers.

Requests for prayers may also be distributed
through Peace Lutheran FYT emails and the One
Call Now phone service.

Serving in the Armed Forces

Kalab Dearwester, Gordon Ellis, Michael Glass,
Nicole Hatfield, Houston Henize, Daniel Kelch,
Tom Mays, Tyler Thomas, Ryan Thornton, Jake
Davis, Elijah Lawrence and Adam Vogel

Our Christian Sympathy

T Our Christian sympathy is extended to Mary
Taylor, whose oldest brother, James Yochum,
died on March 19 in Indiana. Please keep
Mary and her family in prayer.

T Our Christian sympathy is extended to Jerry
and Lisa Jewell and family on the death of Jer-
ry's mother Barbara Gundrum, on April 9.
Please keep Jerry and his brothers and the
whole family in prayer.

T Our Christian sympathy is extended to the
family of Sherry Walker, who died April 10
due to the effects of Parkinson's Disease.
Sherry Walker was the mother of Phillip
Walker, the husband of Tiffany McFarland
Walker.

In expressing our sympathy for the family of
Johnny Jones in the March Beacon the announce-
ment mistakenly states he was Sue Bohrer’s only
brother. Sue has another brother, Larry Jones.

Prayers for Homebound and
Those in Care Facilities

Cameron McCall (at home)
Esther Miller (Monarch Meadows, 937-205-7658)
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"You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that
will last." -- John 15:16

Dear Friends,

We began reading the Gospel from John 15 at the
end of April. As May begins, we continue. The
Gospel for May 5 is a special one for me. When I
was preparing for my ordination, this verse caught
my eye as [ was looking for ordination bulletins --
"You did not choose me, but I chose you...to bear
fruit." I looked up the passage in the Bible, a
continuation of last month's Gospel from John 15:
"You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will
last." It was my ordination Gospel lesson and the
lesson on which my internship supervisor Paul
Bodin preached.

Eight months later, when we married, Ron and I
again chose John 15:9-17 as our Gospel lesson,
read by my brother, Dave. This time we chose it
because of Jesus' commands about love: "that you
love one another as I have loved you."

This is a good Gospel for Rogation Sunday as we
talk about abiding in Jesus as branches to the vine.
I also think it's a good Gospel for Mother's Day.
For good mothers, their love for their children
comes as close to "loving one another as | have
loved you" as I can think of. It's impossible to
love each other with the same love as Jesus, and
yet this is a command. We are commanded to love
one another and at least aim in the direction of
loving each other as Jesus loved us. And if you
think that's too great a task, remember that even
Jesus became impatient and frustrated with his
disciples in much the same way as we become
impatient and frustrated with our children at times
-- and the same way we drove our parents crazy.

The other sentence that makes me think of
mothers and children is this one: "No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for
one's friends." For most of us who are mothers,
there would be no question that we would lay
down our lives for our children. Does my child
need an organ? It's hers. Mothers during the
holocaust were human shields for their children. I
have read stories of pregnant women with cancer
who have refused treatment because it might harm
their babies. Some recovered. Some were able to
hold their healthy babies in their arms before the
mothers died. Some were in comas when a

From the Pastor

CHLLED
TO SERvE

healthy child was born through Caesarean section.
A mother who loves her child will lay down her
life for that child.

Jesus tells us that if we keep his commandments
and abide in his love, his joy will be in us, and our
joy will be complete. Joy is not the same as
happiness. The joy we have in Christ Jesus doesn't
mean we will never be sad or even devastated. Joy
is that feeling that we have obeyed Christ, that
Christ is with us every step of the way, and that
we know we are Jesus' friends. Jesus has shared
with us everything about the Father. That makes
us his friends.

Jesus says "I call you friends." You will notice by
the greeting each month that I call you friends as
well. What can we say about Jesus calling his
believers friends? Those words warm our hearts,
but they also challenge us to be the kind of friends
on whom Jesus can depend. After all, no one can
gladden our hearts like a friend, and no one can
break our hearts like a friend. John, in his first
epistle, advises, "No one has ever seen God; if we
love one another, God lives in us, and his love is
perfected in us." Surely being a friend of Jesus
works the same way. Our efforts to be a friend can
gladden or break Jesus' heart. Please remember
that we do not do this to make the team. Jesus has
already chosen us. We befriend in Jesus' name to
express who we are and declare what we believe
and to bear fruit. We do it for the joy of it.
Alleluia!

In Christ,
FPastor Laura
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Summer Lunch Meeting

An Agape Summer Lunch Meeting will be held at
7:00 p.m. Monday, May 20, at the Sardinia
Church of the Nazarene. The five churches of
Agape each take a weekday to provide a nutritious
meal for children in the Sardinia area who might
not have a lunch otherwise. Those attending
should receive a list of names and other
information from chair Pam Hardyman. Linda Sue
Stephan, Amy Beyer, and Elizabeth Waits
represent Peace.

fa®
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Summer Lunch
Packing and Distributing

Peace will once again pack lunches for the
children on Thursdays and distribute them on
Fridays. The first evening to pack lunches will be
Thursday, May 30, at 6:30 p.m. We can use a
good group of people to come and pack the
lunches. We are usually done in less than an hour.
We then will meet here at the church at 11:30 a.m.
Friday, May 31, to distribute the lunches. We will
need at least two people to drive -- one to the
apartments and one to the trailer park and houses -
- and two to three others to help distribute the
lunches. We will have a sign-up sheet shortly
before the Summer Lunch season begins. This is a
great outreach.

Sacrament of Holy Baptism

We welcomed Molly Melody Goodlett, the
daughter of Hannah and David Goodlett, into our
Peace family through the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism on April 6. Molly's sponsor is her aunt,
Mya Fuller. Molly is the great-granddaughter of
Melody Moore and the great-
great-granddaughter of the late

Eileen and Jimmy McCall. She

is also the great-great-great-

niece of Ruth Litzinger. We 44'

pray that Molly and her family =
will walk in God's ways.

Dorcas Circle

Dorcas Circle will meet at 7:00 p.m. Monday,
May 13, in Frey Hall. Following a business
meeting, Pastor Laura will lead the Bible study
from Bad Girls of the Bible and What We Can
Learn from Them by Liz Curtis Higgs. This
month, we will study Session 7, "Knockin' on
Heaven's Door," about the prostitute Rahab.
Rahab's story can be found in Joshua 2:1-24 and
6:1-25. Please read pp. 46-68. Also look at
Discussion Question 7 on p. 242 and pp. 255-257
in the Study Guide.

We will finish the book in July, so be thinking of
what you want the next Bible study to be about.
Bible study will resume in September.

From the
Middle Pew

Gospel Lesson
for April 21, 2024

John 10:11-18

Jesus suffered terribly as
He looked beyond the pain and the shame of the
cross and saw His Father.

We too, with Divine Power and devout prayer,
can look beyond our afflictions and see the
outstretched arms of Jesus.

IMW

Evangelism Committee Changes
Meeting Date

The Evangelism Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m.
Monday, May 6. We are entering into a busy time
for outreach and will discuss Summer Lunches,
and the Backpack, Shoe, and Hygiene Giveaway.
We will also review the Taste of Arnheim and
discuss its future.

Laurelys to Perform in Sardinia

The Sardinia Hope and Promise Community
Development Foundation will hold a Farmer's
Market on Maple Avenue in Sardinia on Saturday,
May 4. The Laurelys will perform from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Come and hear our own Ely
Beyer and wife Laura play and sing! Ely has
played banjo and bagpipes at Peace's Christmas
Eve services in the past. Ely is the son of Clyde
and Amy Beyer and the grandson of Marlene
Kress. Come support the Laurelys!
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SOUTHERN OHIO SYNOD
ASSEMBLY VOTING MEMBERS

The Southern Ohio
Synod will hold its 2024
Synod Assembly on
Friday, May 31, and
Saturday, June 1, at
Peace Lutheran Church
in Beavercreek, OH.
Friday evening is free
and open to anyone and
will feature two series of workshops. You must
register, but it costs nothing. The business meeting
will take place on Saturday morning and afternoon,
followed by a service of Holy Communion.

@LO/’W&

We need two voting members to attend on Saturday.
The cost is $100, but the church will register and pay
for the pastor and the voting members to attend. The
theme will be "Out of the Waters...Follow Me." The
theme verse is Romans 10:14-17. A continental
breakfast and lunch on Saturday are included. Pastor
Laura will not be able to drive voting members this
year as she is going to be spending Friday night at her
father's house, which is near the site of the assembly.

If anyone is interested in more information, see Pastor
Laura by Sunday, May 5, before the Church Council
meeting. The registration deadline is Friday, May 10.

The synod will hold two PreAssembly Zoom
Gatherings to walk through some of the content in
advance of this year's assembly. Voting members
should plan to attend one of these sessions: Monday,
May 13, or Sunday, May 19, both from 6:30 to 8:00
p-m. We will not be able to watch it at church on May
13 due to the Dorcas Circle meeting, but feel free to
watch the Zoom meeting from the comfort of your
home. Or you can watch on Sunday, May 19, in Pastor
Laura's office with her. Voting members will receive
the Zoom information via email closer to these dates.

Friday Night Workshops

As mentioned above, all Friday workshops are open to
all and are free. Each workshop, except the Assembly
Choir workshop, will be offered during each workshop
session.

Workshop A: Who Is Your Neighbor? — Presenter:
Pastor Katie Kerrigan, Director of Evangelical Mission
and Assistant to the Bishop for Generosity. This
workshop will introduce an intentional community
listening process that will serve as a starting point for
an ongoing process of listening to your neighbors in
your community, getting to know them, and what they
need, and discerning how your congregation can be a
better neighbor.

Workshop B: Speed Coaching — Presenters:
Southern Ohio Synod Coaches (Pastor Mike Weaver,

Coordinator). Experience the power of coaching by
partnering with one of our certified Synod coaches for
a free 30-minute 1:1 coaching conversation.

Workshop C: Hearing and Telling the Story of
Jesus — Presenter: Pastor Tim Mentzer, Assistant to
the Bishop for Leadership Discipleship, Engagement.
Faith comes by hearing the Word of God. This
workshop focuses on how to recognize the Word of
God and how to tell the story of Jesus to others.

Workshop D: Keep Bringing the Good News of
Jesus' Love: Leave a Living Legacy! — Presenter:
Pastor Karl Biermann, Regional Gift Planner, ELCA
Foundation. Pastor Karl will share stories of donors
who discovered that they have more than they thought
and that they can help others more than they ever
dreamed.

Workshop E: Lutheran Advocacy in Ohio 101/201
— Presenter: Deacon Nick Bates (Hunger Network in
Ohio). This workshop will be beneficial for both those
who are curious about advocacy and seasoned
advocates interested in receiving updates. We will
discuss our Lutheran roots in advocacy and offer
updates on redistricting reform, food security, school
funding, and affordable housing.

Workshop F: Assembly Choir — Presenter: Linda
Lally, director of music, Peace Lutheran Church,
Beavercreek. This workshop will only be held during
Session 2. Join us in this workshop rehearsal to
prepare to help lead synod worship at the end of the
2024 Southern Ohio Synod Assembly. Linda Lally
will direct our Synod Choir for this event. When
registering, please indicate voice part: soprano, alto,
tenor, or bass. Music will be provided. All are
welcome.

Schedule for Friday:
4:30 p.m., Workshop Session #1.
5:30 p.m. Dinner on your own.
7:00 p.m. Workshop Session #2.
Schedule for Saturday.
9:30 a.m. Session 1 (Opening and Welcome)
Break
12:15 p.m. Lunch
1:00 p.m. Session 2
Break
5:00 p.m. Closing of Assembly and Adjournment.
Assembly Worship

Call for Pictures

The synod is looking for pictures of synod
congregations and members from over the past year to
be shown during the 2024 Southern Ohio Synod
Assembly. Send in pictures of congregational events,
service, and celebrations. Make sure you have
permission to share these pictures from those who
appear in them. Please send them to Pastor Rebecca
Grate, by Friday, May 10.
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LYO Update

The LYO is now less than THREE MONTHS
from heading to New Orleans for the ELCA
Youth & Young Adult Gathering! As we are
working to bring all the final pieces together, we
wanted to share an opportunity with all of you!

As part of the Gathering, we lift up offerings in
three distinct ways, In-kind offering, Saturday
morning offering, and a special offering. Each of
these offerings support unique missions and val-
ues of the ELCA and the Gathering. At this time,
we'd like to share more information about the In-
Kind Offering with you.

In-Kind Offering:

If you recall when we went to Houston in 2018,
we collected books and you could have books
shipped directly to the Gathering. For this trip,
they would like to assemble Hurricane Relief
Kits.

In the aftermath of a storm, hurricane, or tornado,
New Orleans residents regularly find themselves
without electricity. This quickly becomes a health
crisis as people try to manage life in the hot, hu-
mid Gulf Coast summers. City leaders and com-
munity organizers identified the eight most-
requested items to help residents as they wait for
the power grid to be restored.

The goal is to create 3,000 disaster relief kits
filled with these items to help New Orleanians get
through the days immediately following a natural
disaster. It takes about $100 to create an entire
disaster relief kit.

Each region is asked to bring a different item to
build our kits. We have been assigned to Region 6
and are asked to collect AA batteries.

If you'd like to purchase batteries, or any of the
requested items, to be shipped directly to New
Orleans, consider purchasing from the following
Wish Lists. See the accompanying pictures that
show which shipping address to select for each
shopping option.

Thank you for your continued support!

v DD 106 d I'd Ud
op O e p to New Orlea
elp New Orleania prepare fo e ext disa

+ 1

Amazon Hurricane Relief
Kit Link and Address

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/
ZF2T7600FHIN?ref =wl share

AMAZON

Christ the King -- ELCA Youth Gathering
‘Q KENNER,LA

(Full address hidden for privacy.)

“. Gift Registry Address

LYO Flower Sale Thank You

Thank you to everyone who purchased flowers
from the LYO flower sale.... it was a great
success!

Target Hurricane Relief
Kit Link and Address

https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift/
hurricaine-kits-yg2024

N8 Shipping address TARGET

Hurricane Relief Kits--ELCA Youth Gather's
O Community Registry
Address not displayed for guest privacy
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Peace Lutheran Communications

Peace Lutheran Church
10581 Day Hill-Arnheim Rd

. 937-446-2747 (with answering machine)
. website: peacelutherangtown.com

Georgetown, OH 45121

. email: peacelutheran@ymail.com

. www.facebook.com/peacelutheran.churcharnheim

. One Call Now notifications available
. Peace Lutheran FYI weekly emails available
. Beacon newsletter mailed to members and friends

Pastor Laura Shreffler

937-564-0082 (cell), 937-446-9308 (home)
trinitytwo13@gmail.com

Travis Phillips, President

513-739-0672

Agape Meeting S

Agape will hold its quarterly meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 9, at Sardinia Hope Church
(formerly the United Methodist Church). Pastor
Laura, Linda Sue Stephan, and Amy Beyer will
represent Peace at the meeting. We will update the
group on the upcoming Summer Lunch program,
and discuss other outreach we will be a part of
this summer. We also will look at the pantry and
discuss any emergency needs Agape has had.

Anyone is free to come and sit in to see what
Agape does. The Agape group is made up of five
churches in the Sardinia-Arnheim area. Together
we provide money for any emergency needs in the
area.

Church Council Changes Meeting Date

Due to the second Sunday of May falling on
Mother's Day, the Church Council will meet at
6:00 p.m. Sunday, May 5. The Executive
Committee will meet at 5:30 p.m. We have
important decisions to make that evening in
regard to bids for painting the sanctuary ceiling
and walls and purchasing a new heat pump, so be
sure to attend!

Drive Your Tractor to Church
for Blessings!

We will observe Rogation Sunday on May 5. The
Latin word rogatare means to beseech. People
have observed Rogation Sunday either the Sunday
before Ascension Thursday or sometime during
the week before the Ascension since the Middle
Ages. We thank God for blessings and beseech for
blessings for this year.

Our worship will be creation-themed. Following
the sending song, we will go outside to bless the
fields, soil, seed, water (good weather), farm
equipment and the safety of farmers. So drive that
John Deere or Case IH or whatever you have for a
blessing, and come for your own blessing.
Members can bring plants, seeds, garden
implements, or whatever they want to bring for a
blessing. Children can bring plastic toy garden
implements or seed packets, or anything they
might be growing. We will wrap up the blessings
with the ever-popular "Farm Song,"
congregational blessing, and dismissal. Come and
celebrate God's creation!

e i e

Please send news items,

corrections and address @
changes to the church office

or peacelutheran@ymail.com

The Beacon is the official publication of Peace Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio.

It is sponsored by the Church and the LYO to furnish
information and inspiration to our congregation and friends.
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Council Minutes — March 10, 2024

Present: Dorothy Carrington, Connie Perry, Cheryl
Phillips, Travis Phillips, Linda Sue Stephan, Natalie
Vogel, Elizabeth Waits, Steve Weddle, Shauna Weis,
Joan Yockey, Pastor Laura Shreffler, Dan Wagel

President Travis Phillips called the meeting to order
and read the mission statement.

Shauna Weis led our devotions.

The Secretary’s report was reviewed. Cheryl Phillips
made a motion to accept the report and Elizabeth
Waits seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the
motion passed.

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Steve Weddle
made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and
Shauna Weis seconded the motion. A vote was taken,
and the motion passed.

Pastor Laura Shreffler’s report was reviewed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Church Property—Parsonage doorbell is now working.
Leak at the parsonage has been repaired, $185. Carpet
in sanctuary has been stretched, $300. Ron, a friend of
Steven Bundy, is going to fix the boiler.

Received a $14,000 bid for painting (including the
ceiling and plaster repairs) — Small Town Home
Repair and Paint

Two LED bulbs replaced over piano.

Kitchen oven — still checking prices, need a decision
on how extensive to go with updates at this time
(Dorcas Circle)

Handrails — stainless steel option, estimate of $200;
Travis still planning to reach out to a someone about
an estimate for black/galvanized handrails.

Cemetery—Mowing bid from Diamond Cut Lawn
Care, no price increase ($435 for cemetery and $65 for
church and parsonage) Linda Sue Stephan made a
motion to accept the bid and Steve Weddle seconded
the motion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed.

Finance & Investment—Nothing to report.

Evangelism—Spring Fling tentatively scheduled for
April 20.

Stewardship—Meeting scheduled for April 14
between services.

Scholarship—Meeting with students/parents scheduled
for April 7 between services.

Christian Education—Nothing to report.

Worship & Music—Holy Week schedule, Palm
Sunday Stations of the Cross, 3/24 @ 7 pm; Maundy
Thursday, 3/28 @ 7 pm; Good Friday, 3/29 @ 7 pm.

Easter Schedule: Sunrise Service, 6:30 am; Breakfast,
7 am; Easter Praise Service, 8:15 am; Sunday School

Scavenger Hunt, 9:15 am; Traditional Service, 10:15
am.

Youth & Family—Susan and Natalie met on 02/25/24.
Currently working on details for the ELCA Gathering.
Flower Sale currently going on through 03/25/24 with
pick-up scheduled for approximately 04/25/24. The
envelope fundraiser has been turned over to the
church. Preparing for the Sunrise Service and Easter
breakfast. Working to finalize future fundraising
efforts.

Mission Fund—Nothing to report.
Elizabeth Waits made a motion to accept the

Committee Reports and Cheryl Phillips seconded the
motion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed.

NEwW BUSINESS

Pastor attended Cultivate Workshop with Cindy
Verville, gave overview of their experience. Plans to
attend the Bishop’s Convocation on 03/11/24 (with
Pastor Ron)

Travis: It has been recommended that the church look
into being on the national historic registry. This could
lead to Federal funding. Requesting more information
from Gary Heaton.

Linda Sue: Birthday Fund, asked if we could use this
toward the ovens (yes, per Dan)

Kitchen sink draining issues — question will be run by
Paul Hertlein.

Next meeting will be on April 14, 2024 at 6 pm.

Linda Sue Stephen made a motion to adjourn meeting
and Shauna Weis seconded the motion. A vote was
taken, and the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted by Natalie Vogel

Opportunities to Share

> Agape Emergency Fund — donations for
emergencies in our community

> Agape Food Pantry — non-perishable food
items

> Adams/Brown County Homeless Shelter —
common household paper products and
sanitary items for adults and children

> Cross-Lit Pantry — non-perishable food items
for our outdoor pantry near the access
entrance

> Home of Peace Orphanage in Bariadi
Tanzania — donations for the orphanage and
children - aluminum cans for recycling

> Troop Box Ministries — copies of the needs
list are available on the access hallway table
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Peace Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio
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We welcome you to join us for worship, fellowship and service!

Sunday Schedule

8:30 a.m.  Praise Worship Service o Y9THg,
9:30 am.  Sunday School and Adult Forum &0% a%%
10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship Service L 0 ﬂ%
Holy Communion is celebrated every week Z :
At both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. ‘; G WQ
= ®
Pastor Laura Shreffler : ,@ V‘ﬁ& : A A;tegfen
1 inistry
Church Phone: (937) 446-2747 AMER Congregation
Church Email: peacelutheran@ymail.com
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