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LYO Off to New Orleans

We have a number of .
young people and

young adults who will

head off to New QW
Orleans on Monday, S
July 15, for the ELCA Youth Gathering and
Young Adult Gathering, "Created to Be."

Addy Bundy and Isabelle Phillips will represent
Peace at the Youth Gathering. Our LYO leaders
Susan Taylor and Natalie Vogel will be
chaperones.

Those attending the Young Adult Gathering are
Emma Vogel, Grace Humble, Grace Ralston,
Olivia Waits, Lilie Dearwester, Trent McFarland,
Aiden Fowler, and joining them from
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Lebanon is
Michael Wood. Tricia McClain will also be with
this group.

Our groups will join thousands more Lutheran
youth and young adults who will converge on
New Orleans to do service work, worship and
praise, take part in Bible studies, take in programs
each evening, and learn how to be leaders and
disciples in our world.

The theme verse for the gatherings is

"I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made," Psalm 139:14

Please see Pastor Laura's column in this Beacon to
also learn more about their offering, "Generation
Zero-Hunger," as we celebrate the 50th
anniversary of ELCA World Hunger. The group
will return on Sunday, July 21.

MYLE

Young
N Adult
Gathering

Commissioning Ceremony

Our young people have worked hard at
fundraising the past year. We will have a special
commissioning ceremony for them on Sunday,
July 14. We look forward to the stories they will
bring back and the growth they will achieve!

Yard Sale Thank You

The LYO would like to thank all those who
contributed items to the yard/rummage sale and/or
came and shopped to support them! Also, a big
thanks to Sue Bohrer for the use of her garage and
yard. This was the final fundraiser before the
LYO goes off to New Orleans in July for the
ELCA Youth Gathering and Young Adult
Gathering.

The Cross-Lit Church -

Faith, Hope and Love
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Senior Member Birthdays

Barbara Montgomery (7-Jul)
412 Lincoln Ave
Georgetown, OH 45121

Thank You

Thank you to the congregation for your prayers,
cards, letters, snacks, and visits in both the
hospitals I was in and at Monarch Meadows while
I was there for rehab. Thank you for the food you
provided for Pastor Laura, and for the money you
may have given her for gas or food. Thank you for
helping her with repairs or cleaning at the
parsonage. | am home after seven weeks and
looking forward to spending this time
recuperating and getting stronger.

Thanks again. -- Pastor Ron

Pastors on Vacation (Fingers Crossed)

Pastors Laura and Ron will be in Murfreesboro,
TN, at the request of family, from Wednesday,
July 3, through Saturday, July 6. She will be back
for services Sunday, July 7. Then they will
tentatively leave for Minneapolis, where Pastor
Ron has a conference, either Monday, July 8, or
Tuesday, July 9, and return Tuesday, July 16.
Pastor Laura will probably do most or all the
driving, so prayers are appreciated!

Prayers for Health, Comfort
and Strength

The Prayer List is published each month in the
Beacon newsletter. Updates to the Beacon list
are included in the weekly bulletins.

Please contact Pastor Laura or the church office
to add names to the Prayer List or to request
continuing prayers.

Requests for prayers may also be distributed
through Peace Lutheran FYI emails and the One
Call Now phone service.

Serving in the Armed Forces

Kalab Dearwester, Gordon Ellis, Michael Glass,
Nicole Hatfield, Houston Henize, Daniel Kelch,
Tom Mays, Tyler Thomas, Ryan Thornton, Jake
Davis, Elijah Lawrence and Adam Vogel

Supply Pastor

Mike Rue will be our supply pastor

on Sunday, July 14. Mike is the husband of Pastor
Jennell Rue, who supplied for Pastor Laura last
fall. Pastor Jen was already committed for July
14, but offered her husband. Mike is not ordained
but has a master's degree in theological education.
He and their children attended church here when
Pastor Jen preached.

Mike will lead the commissioning for our LYO
group attending the ELCA Gatherings.

Prayers for Homebound and
Those in Care Facilities

Cameron McCall (at home)
Esther Miller (Monarch Meadows, 937-205-7658)
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“I praise you, for I am fearfully and
wonderfully made.” -- Psalm 139:14

Dear Church Family,

The verse above is the theme verse for July's
ELCA Youth Gathering and Young Adult
Gathering to be held July 15-21 in New Orleans.
The theme itself is “Created to Be”, inspired by
the verse from Psalm 139 (one of my favorite
psalms!). I can't believe that it has been 15 years
since Pastor Ron, my parishioner Deb Niekamp,
and I took five young people to New Orleans.
This was four years after Hurricane Katrina, but
New Orleans had only touched the surface of
rebuilding. As we rode the bus through the poorer
part of the community, we saw houses marked
with X's or with numbers. We found out that an X
meant no one was found in the house, and the
numbers indicated how many were found dead --
usually drowned -- in the house.

But we also had a wonderful time as our group
and a couple other groups rode motorboats out to
an island in the bayou, where we planted wheat
grass to help stop the erosion. The bayou islands
were losing up to a football field a year. In the
heat and humidity, we led by our efforts to stop
the erosion started by Katrina. We enjoyed
speakers and Christian bands at the end of each
day. We had two times where we celebrated Holy
Communion -- all 39,000 of us. We ate wonderful
local food, we toured St. Louis Cathedral, and we
enjoyed beignets and frozen cafe au lait at the
Cafe du Monde (a must stop for anyone going to
New Orleans). Perhaps the most important part is
that our youth, who lived in an area that was 95
percent Roman Catholic, saw that there were
thousands of other Lutheran youth just like them.
We don't have many Lutherans in Brown County
either, so this is a chance for our kids and young
adults to learn from and teach other Lutherans.

Our youth -- Addy and Isabelle -- and our young
adults -- Grace H., Grace R., Emma, Olivia, Lilie,
Aiden and Trent, as well as Michael, who will
join us from Resurrection Lutheran Church in
Lebanon -- who attend this life-changing and faith
-forming event will explore the many ways they
are fearfully and wonderfully made, as well as
what it means to be called into relationship with
one another through Christ.

This year, we also celebrate the 50th anniversary
of ELCA World Hunger. That is why the youth

From the Pastor

CHLLED
TO SERvE

and young adults who attend the gathering will
have the opportunity to express their leadership in
ELCA World Hunger as part of Generation Zero-
Hunger. They will learn how to address the root
causes of hunger and will be invited to support
this work through their own generosity. To
encourage their giving, donors have provided a
matching challenge of $250,000.

ELCA World Hunger

If you, as a member of Peace, want to join the
challenge, you can do that by bringing donations
by Sunday, July 14. Make checks payable to
ELCA World Hunger. Include "Generation Zero-
Hunger" on the memo line. Your donations can
give our kids and young adults a head start toward
accomplishing the goal. Also, don't forget about
donating AA batteries as was described in the
June Beacon. You can purchase the batteries
either through Amazon or Target, and the
batteries will go directly to the Gathering.

Our prayers go with our youth, young adults, and
leaders, Susan, Natalie, and Tricia (who is
accompanying Lilie). Those who attended the
Gathering in Houston in 2018 already know what
an impact this has on their lives. They are Created
to Be disciples, sharing the Word of God.

In Christ,
Puastor Laura
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Northern
Kentucky

National Alliance on Mental lliness

Special July Speaker for Dorcas Circle

Danei Edelen, former director of NAMI Brown
County and now the director of NAMI Northern
Kentucky, will speak at the Dorcas Circle meeting
on Monday, July 8. Danei told her story to Dorcas
Circle and other members back in 2020. Danei
will speak on advances made and outreach to
those with mental illness since she spoke to us
four years ago. Danei has struggled with bipolar
disorder among other challenges. She will bring
one of this year's Mental Health Warriors, who
will speak about her own challenges.

Brown County NAMI holds a Mental Health
Warrior graduation each July for those who have
made great strides despite their conditions. The

next Mental Health Warriors graduation will be
Thursday, July 18, from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.

The congregation is welcome to join Dorcas
Circle for Danei's presentation.Dorcas Circle will
meet at 6:00 p.m. for Danei's presentation and
then follow up with a business meeting at 7:00
p-m. We will not return to Bad Girls of the

Bible until September, when we will discuss
Michal, the daughter of King Saul and David's
first wife.

From the Middle Pew

L] The Red Sea divides under the staff of
Moses (Exodus 14:16).

A rock, under the staff of Moses, gushes
forth a stream of water (Exodus 17:6).

A tender sprig from the cedar tree (the
promised Messiah) flourishes on the rocky
mountain top (Ezekiel 17:22).

All are possible under the Almighty hand of our
Sovereign Lord.

Even the trees of the field
know the power of the Lord to
make one nation rise and
another perish (Ezekiel 17:24).

Let us all praise the Lord!

A Place of Hope “Baby Shower”

Dorcas Circle will hold a "baby shower" for
Georgetown's A Place of Hope Pregnancy Center
at 7:00 p.m. Monday, Aug.12. Marcia Ernst will
be the speaker, and the congregation is invited.
Thanks to Donna Mahanes for the bassinet you
see in the Access Entrance. You are invited to
purchase baby items and place those items in the
bassinet. Items needed are:

v Disposable diapers, especially sizes 4 and 5
v Bottle brushes

v Baby safety kits (thermometer, suction bulb,
medicine dropper, etc.)

v Pull-Ups (2/3T, 3/4T & 4/5 T)

v Infant Tylenol or Motrin

v Enfamil Formula (Gentlease, NuroPro & A.R.)
v Gas Drops (Mylicon, Little Remedies, etc.)

v Teething gel (Baby Orajel, pain relief)

v Prenatal vitamins (any kind)

v Diaper rash ointment/cream

v Preemie clothes (boys and girls)

v 18 month, 2T, 3T, 4T & 5T clothing for boys
and girls (new or gently used)

v Dr. Brown's bottles and Sippy Cups
v Toddler Bed and Crib Mattresses
v Stroller and Highchair

v Small gifts for moms/dads (Chapstick,
devotionals, socks, notepads/pens, body sprays,
hair care, nail care, etc. Place in small goody
bags for easy handout.

v Handwritten letters of encouragement to our
moms, dads, or volunteers.

v The best need of all -- Prayer!

Graduation Recognition

Congratulations to our recent
graduates, who were recognized at
worship on Sunday, June 16:

o Emma Vogel, the daughter of Natalie Vogel,
Aveda Frederic's Institute of Cincinnati,
esthetician

e Tricia McClain, University of Kentucky, MSW
(master's in social work)

o Jennifer Jewell, University of Cincinnati, Blue
Ash, dental hygienist

We wish all of them well.
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Scholarship Recipients

On behalf of our congregation, the Scholarship
Committee presented scholarships to four students
on Sunday, June 16. Scholarships are based on
church activity and grade point average. The
committee gave out $12,950 in scholarships this
year. Congratulations to:

™ Aiden Fowler, the son of George and
Barbara Fowler, majoring in Visual
Communications at Big Sandy Technical
and Community College, West Virginia,
the Peace Lutheran Scholarship

™ Grace Humble, the daughter of Susan
Taylor, majoring in social work at Ohio
University, the Edith B. Freeh Scholarship

P Grace Ralston, the daughter of Mike and
Jennifer Ralston, majoring in biochemistry
at Wittenberg University, the Ralph and
Fanny Berry Scholarship

™ Olivia Waits, the daughter of Chris and
Elizabeth Waits, majoring in pre-med at
Miami University, the Patricia Vance
Scholarship

Our prayers are with you as you continue your
hard work and church faithfulness!

Cleanup Day Thank You

Thanks to all who came to the third annual
Cleanup Day on Saturday, June 8. We appreciate
your willingness to give up a Saturday and come
to help!

Among other projects, the crew cleaned the
gazebo and pressure washed the wooden tables
and benches. The cleaned woodwork is now ready
for sealer. Please check with Steve Weddel if you
are interested in helping.

There will likely be plenty of arranging,
vacuuming, and dusting to do in the sanctuary
once the painters have finished.

Church Council Meeting Change

Due to Pastor Laura's vacation, Church Council
will meet at 6:00 p.m. Sunday, July 21. The
Executive Committee will meet at 5:30. p.m.

Interfaith™
AGAPE Food Pantry
‘;g}.\;‘:’:»'—/'

Interfaith Agape Pantry

With children out of school and families needing
more food, nonperishable food items are flying
off the shelves at the Agape Interfaith Food
Pantry at Sardinia Hope Church. The pantry is
doing well with monetary donations, but is
running out of the actual food. It's not easy to go
shopping several times a week!

Here are items that go in every box to the
families:

e Cereal
e Crackers (any kind)
e Peanut butter

o Jelly

o Pork and beans, and other beans

e Soup

o Spaghetti, Ravioli and Beefaroni and Ramen
noodles

e Pasta sauce

e Canned fruits and applesauce

o Corn, green beans, other veggies (peas, mixed
veggies, etc.)

e Canned meats (chicken, tuna, etc.)

e Hamburger Helper

e Macaroni and cheese

e Mashed potatoes/boxed potatoes

o Toilet paper

The following items are distributed whenever they

are available:

e Corn bread

e Rice

o Stuffing/gravy

e Cake mix and icing
e Laundry soap

o Toiletries

e Pancake mix

The pantry also gives out milk, bread, eggs, and
frozen ground beef, hot dogs, and deer meat
(seasonal).

Dorcas Circle collects these items every fourth
Sunday. You can place them in the appropriate
space in the large cupboard in the Access entrance
area.
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Opportunities
to Share

> Agape Emergency Fund — donations for
emergencies in our community

> Agape Food Pantry — non-perishable food
items

> Adams/Brown County Homeless Shelter —
common household paper products and
sanitary items for adults and children

> Cross-Lit Pantry — non-perishable food items
for our outdoor pantry near the access
entrance

> Home of Peace Orphanage in Bariadi
Tanzania — donations for the orphanage and
children - aluminum cans for recycling

> Troop Box Ministries — copies of the needs
list are available on the access hallway table

Agape Lunch Program

Peace is participating in the Agape Lunch
Program, which feeds in-need children and some
senior citizens in the Sardinia area. Peace joins the
Sardinia Church of the Nazarene, the Sardinia
Church of Christ, Sardinia Hope Church, and St.
Mary's Roman Catholic Church in distributing
meals. Together, the churches provide food for
approximately 110 children and adults in the
apartments, the trailer court and some homes.

The volunteers at Peace pack lunches on
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in Frey Hall. We meet at
the church at 11:30 a.m. on Fridays to deliver the
lunches. Please check with Linda Sue Stephan
about packing and distribution during the first
week of July. Otherwise, we will pack at 6:30
p.m. on July 11, 18, and 25, and distribute lunches
on July 12, 19, and 26.

We welcome monetary donations! Thanks to
everyone who volunteers for all your help!

In-Kind Offering

In the aftermath of a storm, hurricane, or tornado,
New Orleans residents regularly find themselves
without electricity. This quickly becomes a health
crisis as people try to manage life in the hot, hu-
mid Gulf Coast summers. City leaders and com-
munity organizers identified the eight most-
requested items to help residents as they wait for
the power grid to be restored.

The goal is to create 3,000 Disaster Relief Kits
filled with these items to help New Orleanians get
through the days immediately following a natural
disaster. It takes about $100 to create an entire
disaster relief kit.

Each region is asked to bring a different item to
build our kits. We have been assigned to Region 6
and are asked to collect AA batteries.

If you'd like to purchase batteries, or any of the
requested items, to be shipped directly to New
Orleans, consider purchasing from the following
Wish Lists. See the accompanying pictures that
show which shipping address to select for each
shopping option.

Thank you for your continued support!

Kit Link and Address

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/
ZF2T7600FHIN?ref =wl share

AMAZON
Christ the King -- ELCA Youth Gathering
= KENNER,LA
(Full address hidden for privacy.)
Gift Registry Address

Target Hurricane Relief
Kit Link and Address

https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift/
hurricaine-kits-yg2024

© Shipping address TARGET

Hurricane Relief Kits--ELCA Youth Gather's
C Community Registry
Address not displayed for guest privacy
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Peace Lutheran Communications

Peace Lutheran Church . 937-446-2747 (with answering machine)

10581 Day Hill-Arnheim Rd . website: peacelutherangtown.com
Georgetown, OH 45121

. email: peacelutheran@ymail.com

. www.facebook.com/peacelutheran.churcharnheim

. One Call Now notifications available
. Peace Lutheran FYI weekly emails available
. Beacon newsletter mailed to members and friends

Pastor Laura Shreffler 937-564-0082 (cell), 937-446-9308 (home)
trinitytwo 13 (@gmail.com
Travis Phillips, President 513-739-0672

A\
Painting

The painters continue to work in the church. Go
into the sanctuary to see what they have
accomplished there!

We should be returning to the sanctuary soon. In
the meantime, thank you for your patience as
we've been worshiping in Frey Hall.

The Praise Band will continue to practice at 7:00
p.m. Wednesdays in Frey Hall until the
instruments can be are returned to the sanctuary.

Small cracks were visible in the paint running
from floor to ceiling on the front wall of the
sanctuary to the left of the chancel arch. As so
often happens, scraping this area in preparation
for painting revealed a deeper problem. The
mortar coating on the interior brick wall was
loose. The brick wall can be seen in the picture to
the right. The damage was likely caused by water
entering an uncapped chimney that runs from the
basement just behind the inner wall. To repair this
problem, the loose mortar was removed and fresh
mortar was added. This chimney still serves as the
vent for the church boiler so council approved
adding a rain cap and sealing the chimney bricks.
These repairs have caused some delays in the
project.

Please send news items, The Beacon is the official publication of Peace Evangelical
corrections and address @ Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio.
changes to the church office It is sponsored by the Church and the LYO to furnish

or peacelutheran@ymail.com information and inspiration to our congregation and friends.
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Council Minutes — May 5, 2024

Present: Steve Bundy. Dorothy Carrington, Paul
Hertlein, Connie Perry, Cheryl Phillips, Travis
Phillips, Linda Sue Stephan, Natalie Vogel, Elizabeth
Waits, Steve Weddle, Shauna Weis, Joan Yockey, and
Dan Wagel

President Travis Phillips called the meeting to order
and read the mission statement.

Elizabeth Waits led devotions.

The Secretary’s report was reviewed. Cheryl Phillips
made a motion to accept the report and Linda Sue
Stephan seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and
the motion passed.

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Elizabeth Waits
made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and
Shauna Weis seconded the motion. A vote was taken,
and the motion passed.

Natalie Vogel read Pastor Laura Shreffler’s report in
her absence.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Church Property—There are three bids for painters.
Another Darn* Painter (Brad Howell) - $17k (includes
paint), good references. Small Town - $15k and we
buy paint, good references. Johnny Bohrer — no ceiling
work. Linda Sue Stephan made a motion to move
forward with Another Darn* Painter and Paul Hertlein
seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the
motion passed. This painter will be presented to the
congregation at the Congregational Meeting on May
19, 2024.

Funding of painting and heat pump replacement:
$5,000 from Thrivent Mission Fund, approximately
$3,183 from the Building Fund (will use full available
balance at time of payment), and approximately
$2,173 from the Church Improvement Donations (will
use full available balance at time of payment). The
remaining balance needed will come out of the
Remembrance Fund. Elizabeth Waits made a motion
to accept the plan to use these funds for the painting
and heat pump replacement and Paul Hertlein
seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the
motion passed.

Replaced light bulbs in hallway by Pastor’s office.
Heat/Air by Pastor’s office is down. Steve to call J&B.
Boiler is loud — will continue to monitor.

Cracked toilet seat in women’s restroom. Joan Yockey
offered to purchase a new one and Steve Weddle will
install it.

Gazebo cedar shingles — Joan Yockey gave an update
on her research on how to clean them — sweep and no
pressure washing — when to do this is TBD.

Steve to email council white paint samples for input.
We will use Matte-finish paint.

Rope is broken on flag pole in the cemetery and the
flags need to be replaced. Cemetery committee to
handle these.

Tower/Bell needs research and work. Steve Bundy
offered to help Steve Weddle inspect.

Cemetery—144 flags were purchased for Memorial
Day. Happy Hustlers 4H group to place the flags.
Chuck has a guy out of Peebles repairing some
headstones (2 are broken in half and 1 is leaning).
Finance & Investment—Nothing to report.
Evangelism—Taste of Arnheim was held on April 20.
There were 20 attendees and 9 workers. There was
$140 in donations and what to do with this is TBD.
Stewardship—Will meet on May 19.
Scholarship—There are four applications for the next
school year (Grace Humble, Grace Ralston, Olivia
Waits, and Aiden Fowler)

Christian Education—Money that has gone to Wernle
in the past will now go to a children’s home in West
Union. Debbie Mitchell is now Treasurer. God’s Work
Our Hands day will now be on September 15. 8:30am
breakfast, 9:30am presentation, 10:30am service. The
speaker is Marge Beam’s replacement. Church will
pay for the speaker’s hotel (the Bailey house in
Georgetown will be recommended). Cheryl Phillips
made a motion for the church to pay for the speakers
hotel stay and Dorothy Carrington seconded the
motion. A vote was taken, and the motion passed.
Worship & Music—Pentecost on May 19 — wear red.
Memorial Day service — May 27, Legion will
participate.

Youth & Family—Flower Sale was a success. Profit
was more than $1,400. Rummage Sale to be held on
May 31-June 1 at Sue Bohrer’s house. Will purchase
and pass out Mother’s Day flowers. A bake sale may
be held in the future... TBD

Gathering Update: plane tickets have been purchased,
registrations, and hotel bill has been paid in full. They
are now making sure they have enough money for
food for the week. 70 days until the group leaves for
New Orleans.

Mission Fund—Proposed the following distribution of
funds: $2k to the LYO, $3k to Evangelism, and $5k to
the needed property updates. Linda Sue Stephan made
a motion to approve the proposed distribution of funds
and Paul Hertlein seconded the motion. A vote was
taken, and the motion passed.

Paul Hertlein made a motion to accept the Committee
Reports and Linda Sue Stephan seconded the motion.
A vote was taken, and the motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS

Clean up day reminder — June 9

NEW BUSINESS

Handrails will cost $800 and the money will come out
of the Birthday Fund. Paul Hertlein made a motion to
approve the use of the Birthday Fund for the handrails
and Elizabeth Waits seconded the motion. A vote was
taken, and the motion passed.

Next meeting will be on June 9, 2024 at 6pm.

Paul Hertlein made a motion to adjourn meeting and
Cheryl Phillips seconded the motion. A vote was
taken, and the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted by Natalie Vogel
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We welcome you to join us for worship, fellowship and service!

Sunday Schedule

8:30 a.m.  Praise Worship Service o Y9THg,
9:30 am.  Sunday School and Adult Forum &0% a%%
10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship Service L 0 ﬂ%
Holy Communion is celebrated every week Z :
At both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. ‘; G WQ
= ®
Pastor Laura Shreffler : ,@ V‘ﬁ& : A A;tegfen
1 inistry
Church Phone: (937) 446-2747 AMER Congregation
Church Email: peacelutheran@ymail.com
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