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Back-to-School Giveaway 

For the third year, 
Peace and the 
Sardinia Church of 
Christ will host a 
Back-to-School 
Giveaway. The 
giveaway will be 
from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, 
Aug. 3, and from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 7, at the Church of Christ in 
Sardinia. All of the Agape churches are 
contributing.  

Bring your kids to pick out new backpacks with 
new school supplies and hygiene supplies. They 
can also pick new school shoes from a number of 
shoes available. Everything is free. Parents and 
Grandparents: You MUST have your child or 
grandchild with you so that they can try on the 
new shoes and pick out a favorite backpack.  

Thank you to the Evangelism Committee and our 
Peace members who shopped for the shoes and 
backpacks and for everyone who contributed the 
hygiene items as well. Note: The four-way stop in 
Sardinia will be closed before 10:00 a.m. for a 
Farmer’s Market, so you may have to find an 
alternate route to the church.  

The Evangelism Committee will meet at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, July 29, to wrap up plans for the 
giveaway. The churches will meet at Sardinia 
Church of Christ at 6:00 p.m. Friday, Aug. 2, to 
set up for the giveaway. 

Celebrating our Young People 
 – One Worship Service on August 11 

Sunday, Aug. 11, will be a day of celebration. We 
will hold one worship service at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 11, on a day when we will celebrate 
our young people. Sunday School, Adult Forum, 
and Catechism will be held at 9:00 a.m. The 
worship service will include several of our 
musicians.  

Pastor Laura will lead Backpack Blessings during 
the Children's Message in preparation for 
elementary through high school students 
beginning school that week. Students from 
preschool on up should bring their backpacks up 
to the altar for blessing at that time. The theme is 
the same as our Mission Statement: "Faith, Hope, 
and Love." Young people will receive special 
luggage tags for their backpacks as well as 
affirmations that their parents and grandparents 
can place in their backpacks.  

A carry-in dinner will follow worship. Our LYO 
leaders, youth, and young adults will have a slide-
show and presentation on their recent ELCA 
Youth Gathering and Young Adult Gathering, 
"Created to Be," which they attended last month 
in New Orleans. We look forward to our young 
people sharing their learning and excitement from 
those events!  

The Cross-Lit Church - Faith, Hope and Love 
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Serving in the Armed Forces 

Kalab Dearwester, Gordon Ellis, Michael Glass, 
Nicole Hatfield, Houston Henize, Daniel Kelch, 
Tom Mays, Tyler Thomas, Ryan Thornton, Jake 
Davis, Elijah Lawrence and Adam Vogel 

Prayers for Homebound and 
Those in Care Facilities 

Cameron McCall (at home) 

Esther Miller (Monarch Meadows, 937-205-7658) 

Please  
Remember in Prayer 

Anne Anderson 

Bentley Balke 

Roland and Fonda Barr 

George Beltz 

Marion and Cheryll Berry 

Gary and Sandy Brown 

Kendal Conley 

Linda Davis 

Sharon and Dale Ernst 

Michell Grey 

Pastor Scott Henning 

Judy Huber 

Wilfred and Norma Kelch 

Judy Kress 

Sean Magill 

Fae Miller 

Jane Pack 

Lydia Pearcy 

Karla Ritchie 

Mattie Robinette 

Carter Shideler 

Clara Shoemaker 

Pastor Ron and Pastor Laura 

Robert Starett 

 

 

Don Stevenson 

Bill and Paula Taylor 

Keith Verville 

Joellyn Waits 

Michelle Wallace 

Ava Warmoth 

Kelly Warren 

Marilyn Wasson 

Dave Willis 

Prayers for Health, Comfort  
and Strength 

The Prayer List is published each month in the 
Beacon newsletter. Updates to the Beacon list 
are included in the weekly bulletins. 

Please contact Pastor Laura or the church office 
to add names to the Prayer List or to request 
continuing prayers. 

Requests for prayers may also be distributed 
through Peace Lutheran FYI emails and the One 
Call Now phone service. 

Senior Member Birthday 

Miriam Wagel  (28-Aug) 
6784 State Route 125 
Georgetown, OH 45121  

Kalab’s Address 

Kalab Dearwester will be leaving his current 
station soon and will get a new address. It takes a 
while for him to get mail so he said to not list his 
address until he moves stations. He will only be at 
the new station for 2 months though and then will 
be going somewhere else.  

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Victoria (Thomas) 
and David Bosse on the birth of a son, 
Vincent Lee Bosse, on Monday, June 
24, at Mercy West Hospital in 
Cincinnati. Vincent weighed in at 8 lbs 
7 oz. He was welcomed home by his 
big sister, Davina, 2 1/2. Robert 
Thomas is the proud grandfather.  

Thank You 

A special thank you to the congregation 
for the birthday flowers. (It was really 
good to receive flowers for a change.) 
Thanks to all of you for the cards and 
wishes. Thank you Dena and the 
Dorcas Circle—it was very good. 
Thanks again to all of you. God Bless. 
Barb Montgomery  
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"So faith, hope, and love abide, these three,  
but the greatest of these is love." 

 -- 1 Corinthians 13:13, NRSV 

Dear Friends, 

Most of you are familiar with the above quote 
even if you are not familiar with all of 1 
Corinthians 13, also called the "Love Chapter." 
When I have couples choose the lessons for their 
weddings, almost all will pick 1 Corinthians 13. 
Pastor Ron and I chose it as one of four lessons 
ourselves.  

Even though 1 Corinthians 13 is a good lesson to 
our couples about exactly what love is, St. Paul 
did not write it for dreamy-eyed couples about to 
marry. Paul writes about agape love. The Greeks 
had at least four different words for "love," 
according to how it was used. And agape love is a 
self-giving love. It is not an "it's all about me" 
love. It is a reaching-out love. It is a word that is 
not just a noun or adjective -- but a verb. It is 
sometimes so easy to say the words "I love you," 
but so very hard to show them. I was slow to even 
say them to Pastor Ron because I had been the 
one to say them first in previous relationships that 
did not end particularly well. So I waited on him 
this time -- and he did say it first. And we try to 
say it before bed every night. But it doesn't always 
translate into action for me as often as it should. 
Lately, the action has been caretaking, and there 
were times more than 20 years ago that he had to 
take care of me for a bit as well. 

We had a brief minute of possible unity in this 
country, but it turned out to be even more brief 
than I thought. Paul felt that the church at Corinth 
needed some shaking up because they were 
showing no love to the other members of the 
church. They would dive into the carry-in dinner, 
leaving little for those who had to work or those 
who were slaves and couldn't come to church until 
later. Some felt puffed-up (Paul's words) because 
they were sure their gifts were greater than the 
gifts of their fellow parishioners -- even though 
the Holy Spirit endows each of us with gifts to use 
for others on behalf of God.  

What did Jesus talk about more than anything else 
in the Gospels? Loving one another. Love one 
another as you would have them love you. Love 
one another even as I have loved you. He says it 
over and over and over. Once more, for the back 
of the class: "Even as I have loved you, you 

should love one another." Jesus also talks a lot 
about money. Jesus doesn't really talk about sex. 
Jesus talks about people who need our 
compassion. 

As I said, in light of an assassination attempt, 
people called out for unity. And many people tried 
for that. But in the end, talk became ugly again, 
and unity a lost cause. And it will only get worse. 
But remember this: you and a friend are allowed 
to have different ideas. You do not need to like 
the same candidate for any office. And you can 
still get along. There are things I do not discuss 
with my father or brother, because in the long run, 
they have nothing to do with the loving 
relationship I have with both those people. I have 
seen people write things that are hurtful to me on 
Facebook, but I make the decision to just move 
on. Plus, you know, the "love one another" 
commandment that Jesus gives me. The Greatest 
Commandment is "You shall loved the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind," and "The Second is like 
it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 

So over the coming months, please, please 
remember what Jesus has asked of us. Reach out 
in love. It's not easy. The first parishioners I ever 
lost, on the first anniversary of my being at that 
church, left because of my sermon on "Love One 
Another." It was also an election year. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Laura 

From the Pastor 
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From the Middle Pew 

“Come with me by 
yourselves to a quiet place to 
get some rest.”  - Mark 6:31 

Gospel for Sunday, July 21, 2024, the 9th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Jesus, concerned for the health of His followers, 
bids them to turn aside from the demands of the 
day and rest. 

I tire easily and must rest often. While resting the 
time is well spent in prayer. I believe prayers from 
a thankful heart are easily spoken and promptly 
answered. I believe God is pleased to reward our 
thankful prayers by enabling us with renewed 
energy, wise decisions, thoughtful responses, 
kindness in relationships, and peaceful rest. 

JMW 

Going to Bat for Carter 

Join Sardinia in Community Prayer for Carter 
Shideler at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 3, in 
downtown Sardinia. Carter, an Eastern High 
School graduate who recently turned 20, has been 
diagnosed with Stage 4 Non-Hodgkin's 
Lymphoma. Donations for Carter's medical care 
also will be accepted. Please keep Carter and his 
family in prayer. 

Agape Summer Lunches 

The Agape Summer Lunches are 
about to wrap up. Peace will 
continue to pack lunches on 
Thursday, Aug. 1, and Thursday, 
Aug. 8, at 6:30 p.m. in Frey Hall. 
We will meet at the church on Friday, Aug. 2, and 
Friday, Aug. 9, to deliver the lunches.  

Thank you to everyone who has taken part in the 
packing and delivering, and to Susan Taylor, 
Elizabeth Waits, Grace Humble, Olivia Waits, and 
Mary Taylor for shopping! The Agape churches 
are presently feeding 114 children and some 
senior citizens five days a week.  

Congratulations, Melinda! 

Pastor Laura chaired the Candidacy Committee 
panel on Thursday, June 27, that approved 
Melinda Moran for ordination. The panel had an 
excellent conversation with Melinda and no 
reservations about approving her ordination.  

Melinda has returned to Sioux Falls, SD., to 
complete her internship, which ends in August. 
Then she will return to Ohio to await assignment. 
We are hoping Melinda will be available as a 
supply pastor for us on September 29 and October 
14. Congratulations to Melinda and prayers that 
she is connected with the right church for her, and 
she is the right pastor for that church. 

A Place of Hope “Baby Shower” 

Dorcas Circle will hold a "baby shower" for A 
Place of Hope Pregnancy Resource Center at 7:00 
p.m. Monday, Aug. 12, in Frey Hall. This is open 
to the whole church. Marcia Ernst from A Place 
of Hope will be the speaker.  

Thanks to Donna Mahanes you will find a 
bassinet in the Access entrance. You are invited to 
purchase one or more baby items from the list and 
place them in or around the bassinet.  

Items needed are: 

 Disposable diapers, especially sizes 4 and 5 

 Care kits (nail clippers, file, hair care, etc.) 

 Bottle brushes 

 Baby safety kits (thermometer, suction bulb, 
medicine dropper, etc.) 

 Pull-Ups (2/3T, 3/4T & 4/5 T) 

 Infant Tylenol or Motrin 

 Enfamil Formula (Gentlease, NuroPro & A.R.) 

 Gas Drops (Mylicon, Little Remedies, etc.) 

 Teething gel (Baby Orajel, pain relief) 

 Prenatal vitamins (any kind) 

 Diaper rash ointment/cream 

 Preemie clothes (boys and girls) 

 18 month, 2T, 3T, 4T & 5T clothing for boys 
and girls (new or gently used) 

 Dr. Brown's bottles and Sippy Cups 

 New, heavy-duty diaper bag backpacks (these 
are used for layettes)  

 Toddler Bed and Crib Mattresses 

 Stroller and Highchair 

 Small gifts for moms/dads (Chapstick, 
devotionals, socks, notepads/pens, body sprays, 
hair care, nail care, etc.) Place in small goody 
bags for easy handout. 

 Handwritten letters of encouragement to our 
moms, dads, or volunteers. 

 The best need of all -- Prayer! 
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ELCA Youth Gathering  
and Young Adult Gathering 

The LYO and young adults traveled to New 
Orleans on July 15 to attend the ELCA Youth 
Gathering and Young Adult Gathering.   

Those attending the Youth Gathering are Addy 
Bundy and Isabelle Phillips, along with LYO 
leaders Susan Taylor and Natalie Vogel.  

The young adults attending are Emma Vogel, 
Grace Humble, Grace Ralston, Olivia Waits, 
Trent McFarland, Aiden Fowler, Lilie 
Dearwester, and Michael Wood, who is joining us 
from Resurrection, Lebanon. Tricia McClain is 
also with this group.  

We sent our blessings and prayers with the group 
for safe travel and wonderful experiences during 
the worship service on July 14.   

We are looking forward to the slide show and 
presentation by the youth, young adults and LYO 
leaders following a carry-in lunch after worship 
on Aug. 11. 
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Agape Quarterly Meeting 

Agape will hold its quarterly meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 22, at the Sardinia Church of 
Christ. We will discuss how the summer lunch 
program went and also begin preparing for the 
Community Thanksgiving Service, to be held at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 26. We will select a host 
church and a pastor to preach the sermon.  

Generation Zero Hunger 

“I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.”—Psalm 139:14  

Families have now welcomed youth home from 
the first ELCA Youth Gathering in six years. The 
2024 Gathering theme, “Created to Be,” was 
inspired by the verse above.  

Many witnessed the energy and excitement of 
youth at the Gathering firsthand. Our 
congregation will get a chance to hear about the 
gathering on Aug. 11. 

This year our church also celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of ELCA World Hunger — a ministry 
that reflects who we are created to be, as 
individual Lutherans and as the whole church. We 
believe that, through baptism, God calls us to 
“strive for justice and peace in all the 
earth” (ELW page 236). ELCA World Hunger has 
carried us forward in this mission, addressing the 
root causes of hunger at all levels — from policy 
change to community gardens. 

Young people had the opportunity to learn about 
ELCA World Hunger and express their 
commitment to this mission by joining Generation 
Zero-Hunger. They learned about how they can 
play a role in bringing about a world with zero 
hunger and were invited to support this work 
through their own generosity. 

As part of Generation Zero-Hunger, the LYO took 
our special offering for ELCA World Hunger to 
the youth gathering in New Orleans. The offering 
from Peace totaled $646.  

To encourage their giving, a group of generous 
donors is providing a matching challenge of 
$250,000 in support of Generation Zero-Hunger. 
The youth raised nearly $100,000 — now they 
need help to get over the line! 

If you can help them reach the matching-gift 
challenge, gifts can still be mailed to: 

ELCA 
PO Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

Please make checks payable to “ELCA World 
Hunger” and include "Generation Zero-Hunger" 
on the memo line. 

Information about Generation Zero-Hunger is 
available on the ELCA website.  

Opportunities  
   to Share 

➢ Agape Emergency Fund – donations for 
emergencies in our community 

➢ Agape Food Pantry – non-perishable food 
items 

➢ Adams/Brown County Homeless Shelter – 
common household paper products and 
sanitary items for adults and children 

➢ Cross-Lit Pantry – non-perishable food items 
for our outdoor pantry near the access 
entrance 

➢ Home of Peace Orphanage in Bariadi 
Tanzania – donations for the orphanage and 
children - aluminum cans for recycling 

➢ Troop Box Ministries – copies of the needs 
list are available on the access hallway table 

Cookbooks for Christmas 

It's time to look up all those delicious family 
recipes you love and share them with others. 
Dorcas Circle will put together a church cookbook 
as a fundraiser. The cookbook will be assembled 
by church members, including the cover and 
binding. But Dorcas Circle needs your recipes, 
from breakfast ideas to entrees, from salads to 
desserts, and more. Please submit as many recipes 
as you want to Dorcas Circle by Monday, Sept. 
30.  

We hope to have the cookbooks ready by 
Thursday, Oct. 31, so that you can purchase them 
as Christmas presents for friends and family as 
well as keeping one for yourself. We have not yet 
decided on a price but will let you know before 
the cookbooks are ready. Keep an eye on the 
bulletin and September Beacon to see where to 
turn in your recipes.  
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The Beacon is the official publication of Peace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio. 
It is sponsored by the Church and the LYO to furnish 
information and inspiration to our congregation and friends. 

Please send news items, 
corrections and address 
changes to the church office 
or peacelutheran@ymail.com 

Chair Pilates  

Cat Bundy will lead us in Chair Pilates at 1:00 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 17, in Frey Hall. These gentle 
exercises strengthen the body core and help 
balance.  

This activity is open to men and women of all 
ages. Please wear comfortable clothing and bring 
a light weight or a soup can. 

Peace Lutheran Communications 

Peace Lutheran Church 

10581 Day Hill-Arnheim Rd 

Georgetown, OH 45121 

• 937-446-2747 (with answering machine) 

• website: peacelutherangtown.com 

• email: peacelutheran@ymail.com 

• www.facebook.com/peacelutheran.churcharnheim 

• One Call Now notifications available 

• Peace Lutheran FYI weekly emails available 

• Beacon newsletter mailed to members and friends 

Pastor Laura Shreffler 937-564-0082 (cell), 937-446-9308 (home) 

trinitytwo13@gmail.com 

Travis Phillips, President 513-739-0672 

Southern Ohio Synod Thank You 

Dear Partners in ministry, 

On behalf of Bishop Dillahunt and the Southern 
Ohio Synod Council, the Synod Staff, and the 
Synod’s Stewardship Team, I want to express our 
deep gratitude for the many ways you share God’s 
gift of abundant life. There are so many ways in 
which you do so, and when you share that life in 
your community where God has planted you, you 
are the hands and feet of Jesus, following his 
command to love you neighbors as you love our 
God.  

In the same way, when you support the ministries 
we do together as the Southern Ohio Synod, you 
are the hands and feet of Jesus in other 
communities across this mission territory, 
throughout the country, and around the world. 
You are the hands and feet of Jesus caring for and 
loving our neighbors and sharing his message of 
God’s love for all creation. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Pastor Katie Kerrigan 
Director for Evangelical Mission 
Assistant to the Bishop for Generosity 

Sardinia Block Party 

A Sardinia Block Party will be held from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 3, at the four-way stop 
in downtown Sardinia.  

The block party will include Graeter's ice cream, 
bouncy houses, music, and entertainment. Bring a 
lawn chair and canned goods for the Agape 
Interfaith Pantry at Sardinia Hope Church.  

A Farmer's Market also will be held from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Aug. 3. The events are 
sponsored by the Village of Sardinia, Sardinia 
Hope Church, and Sardinia Hope and Promise 
Community Development Foundation.  
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Council Minutes — June 9, 2024 

Present: Steve Bundy, Dorothy Carrington, Paul 
Hertlein, Connie Perry, Cheryl Phillips, Travis 
Phillips, Linda Sue Stephan, Natalie Vogel, Steve 
Weddle, Joan Yockey, Pastor Laura Shreffler, Dan 
Wagel 

President Travis Phillips called the meeting to order 
and read the mission statement. 

Connie Perry led devotions. 

The Secretary’s report was reviewed. Steve Weddle 
made a motion to accept the report and Linda Sue 
Stephan seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and 
the motion passed. 

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Paul Hertlein 
made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and 
Cheryl Phillips seconded the motion. A vote was 
taken, and the motion passed. 

Pastor Laura Shreffler read the pastor’s report. 

Committee Reports 

Church Property—J&B came out to address the new 
system that was down, they didn’t have freon with 
them, came back on June 4 to complete the fix.  

Picked up paint sample. 

Replaced flag on flagpole in the cemetery, ordered a 
new rope.  

Possible water leak in the floor – more TBD. 

Painting: Dan paid next payment.  

Left of altar, there is a crack – discovered chimney 
behind the wall, he can fix for an additional $500. 
Also need a cap on the chimney, he can seal the brick 
and install the cap for an additional $1,300. Paul 
Hertlein made a motion to have the painter proceed 
with both fixes for a total of $1,800 and Steve Weddle 
seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the 
motion passed. 

Steve Bundy to call Ron about the start time for the 
new heat pump. 

Toilet seat in the women’s restroom has been 
purchased and installed. 

Clean-up day was a success. 

Black mold on gazebo ceiling needs to be addressed. 

Cemetery—Nothing to report. 

Finance & Investment—Nothing to report. 

Evangelism—Last scheduled meeting was postponed. 

Most of the shoes for the back-to-school giveaway 
have been purchased, need about 12+ more. 

Summer Lunches: Save-A-Lot didn’t give a price on 
Lunchables, will try IGA. 111 people to pack lunches 
for. 

Stewardship—Recently held a meeting. Change 
fundraiser has been cancelled. Will hold a bake sale 
soon. Would like to schedule a bake sale/carry-in 
dinner event soon. 

Scholarship—Met on May 5. 4 scholarships to be 
given out on June 16. 

Christian Education—To meet on June 18 

Worship & Music—Reviewed Holy Week/Easter. 

Will purchase grad gifts (Tara W).  

Set date for graduation recognition – June 16. 

Backpack giveaway to be held in August 

God’s Work Our Hands – planned for September 

Senior Recognition – planned for October 

Youth & Family—Yard sale was a success, $1,223 
was raised, many thanks to Sue Bohrer for hosting the 
event. 

Robyn Phillips made and donated items for the LYO 
to use as a fundraiser. 

‘Stuff the Suitcase’ with snacks for the Gathering trip 
– Sun 6/30-7/14 

Working on final details for the trip. 

LYO met on May 26 – Michael Wood from the 
Lebanon church who is joining us on the trip came to 
the meeting to meet the group. Trip business was 
discussed, shirts were tie-dyed. 

Mission Fund— Nothing to report. 

Paul Hertlein made a motion to accept the Committee 
Reports and Steve Weddle seconded the motion. A 
vote was taken, and the motion passed. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Kitchen outlets – no update. 

NEW BUSINESS  

Chimney fix was discussed earlier in the meeting. 

Pastor Laura on vacation July 8 – 16 (Minneapolis). 

July Council meeting being moved from July 14 to 
July 21. Elizabeth Waits to take notes in Natalie 
Vogel’s absence on July 21. 

Held discussion around tinting the windows or adding 
curtains to the windows in the hall to the sanctuary. 
Home Depot will come out and measure and tell us 
what we need to accomplish this. Travis Phillips 
offered to pay the $35 for this to happen. 

Next meeting will be on July 21, 2024, at 6pm. 

Paul Hertlein made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
and Steve Bundy seconded the motion. A vote was 
taken, and the motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted by Natalie Vogel. 
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Peace Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio 
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We welcome you to join us for worship, fellowship and service! 

Sunday Schedule 

 8:30 a.m. Praise Worship Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Forum 
 10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service 

Holy Communion is celebrated every week 
At both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. 

Pastor Laura Shreffler 

Church Phone: (937) 446-2747 

Church Email: peacelutheran@ymail.com 

A Stephen 
Ministry 

Congregation  


