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ELCA Youth & Young Adult Gathering

During July 15-21, twelve members of Peace had
the opportunity to attend the 2024 ELCA Youth
and Young Adult Gathering in New Orleans,
Louisiana. Addy Bundy and Isabelle Phillips
attended the Youth Gathering, along with adult
leaders Susan Taylor and Natalie Vogel. Olivia
Waits, Grace Humble, Grace Ralston, Emma
Vogel, Trent McFarland, Aiden Fowler, Lilie
Dearwester, and Tricia McClain attended the
Young Adult Gathering. Michael Wood from
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Lebanon also
traveled with our Young Adult group.

The theme of the gathering was 'Created to Be',
centered on Psalm 139:14. Each day had a
different theme, including Created to Be BRAVE,
AUTHENTIC, FREE, and DISRUPTIVE
Disciples!

During our week in 'The Big Easy', we were able
to participate in various service projects, worship
with other youth from the Southern Ohio Synod,
make new friends, learn about the importance of
service work, explore a new city and culture,
listen to amazing speakers, sing, dance, try new
foods (including alligator), learn, shop, ride the
street car, visit the Audubon Aquarium, play
games, get caught in daily thunderstorms, take
communion with 16,000+ of our new friends,
celebrate our unique selves and what we are each
Created To Be, and so much more (including a
little bit of sleep)! Addy, Isabelle, Susan and
Natalie even got picked for special seating during
the final Mass Gathering!

The different service work opportunities that our
group was a part of included feeding the
homeless, picking up trash, cleaning, prepping
walls to be painted, and assembling hurricane
buckets. The group was challenged to meet people
from as many states as they could. They were able
to meet youth from 33 different states... and 10
different countries! It was a very VERY hot
week... but also very memorable, with countless
stories. We could never spell it all out here!

On August 11 at Peace, we were able to celebrate
our trip with a combined service, followed by a
carry-in meal. Afterward, the group shared their
experiences. If you missed this presentation and
would like to know more, just reach out to any
LY O member, they would be happy to share!

The group would like to send a big, heartfelt
THANK YOU to everyone who supported our
fundraising efforts over the past few years to
make this opportunity possible! We are truly
fortunate to have the support that we have... this is
not lost on us!

We hope you enjoy the pictures in this Beacon,
but there are many more posted on the church
Facebook page.

Next up, the 2027 Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis, Minnesota!

Love, 9024 ELCA Youth Gathering
Your LYO

W Adult
Gathering

The Cross-Lit Church - Faith, Hope and Love
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Please
Remember in Prayer

Anne Anderson Don Stevenson

Roland and Fonda Barr Bill and Paula Taylor
George Beltz Keith Verville
Marion and Cheryll Berry ~ Joellyn Waits
Gary and Sandy Brown Michelle Wallace
Vicky Ava Warmoth
Kendal Conley Kelly Warren
Sharon and Dale Ernst Marilyn Wasson
Michell Grey Dave Willis
Pastor Scott Henning

Judy Huber

Wilfred and Norma Kelch

Judy Kress

James and Milly Leach

Sean Magill

Fae Miller

Family of Vicki Miller

Clarence Perry

Karla Ritchie
Mattie Robinette
Dwayne Sawyers
Carter Shideler
Pastor Ron and Pastor Laura
Robert Starett

Senior Member Birthdays

Ruth Litzinger (20-Sep)
304 Blair Ave
Georgetown, OH 45121

Marlene Kress (22-Sep)
11443 Purdy Rd
Sardinia, OH 45171

Betty Gelter (27-Sep)
1103 State Route 125
Hamersville, OH 45130

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Michael Dearwester and
Hayley Throckmorton, who were married
Saturday, July 27. Michael is the son of Tricia and
Jerry McClain, grandson of Paul and Barbara
Hertlein, and the great-grandson of Mary Alice
Hertlein. Please keep this couple in prayer that
they may continue to follow in God's footsteps,
with God always at the center of their marriage
and of their personal lives.

Thank You

A big thank you to James Wagel, who took over
Adult Forum while Pastor Ron was in the hospital
and Monarch Meadows and then recovering at
home. What we thought was going to be a couple
weeks turned into a much longer stint, so we
appreciate his leading Adult Forum.

Prayers for Health, Comfort
and Strength

The Prayer List is published each month in the
Beacon newsletter. Updates to the Beacon list
are included in the weekly bulletins.

Please contact Pastor Laura or the church office
to add names to the Prayer List or to request
continuing prayers.

Requests for prayers may also be distributed
through Peace Lutheran FYI emails and the One
Call Now phone service.

Serving in the Armed Forces

Kalab Dearwester, Gordon Ellis, Michael Glass,
Nicole Hatfield, Houston Henize, Daniel Kelch,
Tom Mays, Tyler Thomas, Ryan Thornton, Jake
Davis, Elijah Lawrence and Adam Vogel

In Christian Sympathy

Our Christian sympathy is extended to the family
of Victoria Lee "Vicki" Miller, who died
Thursday, Aug. 15, at home after a lengthy battle
with frontotemporal dementia. Vicki was the wife
of Carl Miller and the daughter-in-law of Fae
Miller. Please also keep in prayer Vicki's sons and
daughters-in-law, Matthew and Erica Miller;
Jared and Erin Miller; and Aaron and Ashley
Miller; daughter, Sally Miller; grandchildren; and
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law. Memorial
donations may be made to the Sardinia Church of
Christ or Hospice of Hope.

Prayers for Homebound and
Those in Care Facilities

Cameron McCall (at home)
Esther Miller (Monarch Meadows, 937-205-7658)
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"Give us this day our daily bread."
-- Fourth Petition of the Lord's Prayer

Dear Friends,

There is a Kudzu cartoon that shows the preacher
reading the Lord's Prayer from the pulpit: "Give
us this day our daily...low-fat, low-cholesterol,
salt-free, gluten-free bread...." The last frame has
him saying to himself, "I hate these modern
translations."

For the past month or so, we have been talking
about bread. First, Jesus fed the 5,000 (or more)
with bread and fish. Then he tells the multitude
that /e is the Bread of Life, and unless we eat of
this bread and drink of his blood, we will not have
life within us. Bread is a staple of life. We must
take in nourishment of the right kind to keep our
bodies healthy, functioning, and able to maintain
life.

It's the same for our souls. Perhaps that's why, of
all the images and metaphors Jesus uses to speak
of himself, his mission, and his sacrifice, the two
most universally accessible and meaningful still
remain Bread and Water. Today, just as they did
2,000 years ago, Jesus as the Bread of Life and as
Living Water suggests to our hungry, thirsty
bodies and souls that in the bread and water he
provides the basic sustenance necessary for life.
This is the basic "soul food" of the Christian.

Jesus, the Bread of Life, is energized in each one
of us by divine yeast—by the Spirit of the living
God, who sent Christ to be among us, to be for us,
to be in us. To benefit fully from this Bread of
Life, we must keep our lives, our spirits,
"yeasty"—vital and ever growing. What can you
do to create "yeast" in your soul? Try using "Y-E-
A-S-T" as an acronym for your spiritual attitude.

Y. “Yes” Are you saying "yes" to nourishing
possibilities the Bread of Life is offering you?
You've heard of the "placebo" effect. It's when
your body thinks it's getting something helpful
and healing and so a helpful and healing response
is generated throughout your system. But
scientists are now talking equally about the flip
side of the "placebo" effect, calling it the
"nocebo" effect. It's when your inability to think
"yes," your negative mood and outlook, your
worried fixation on worst-case scenarios, can keep
the "nocebo" effect working in your physiology.
Because of the "Seven First Words of the

From the Pastor

Christian" — “I can do all things through Christ"—
a yeasty Christian thinks "YES."

E. "Enerﬂize. " Why is it that the Energizer Bunny
that keeps going and going is always going
somewhere else the night the lights go out and
you dig out your flashlight? Unlike batteries,
however, a properly maintained yeast colony can
keep going and going and going. Did you ever
make sourdough bread using "sourdough
starters?" "Starter" is really a combination of yeast
cultures, flour, and water. You dip out what you
need for the day's biscuits, bread, or pancakes,
give the rest of the starter a stir, "feed" it more
flour and water, and tuck it back in your
refrigerator. In pioneer days, women treasured
their "starter" and nurtured it along for years.
Sometimes one starter was passed on from mother
to daughter to granddaughter. That's perpetual
energy. And that is what the Bread of Life can
bring to your own spirit.

A. "Access” In order to be continually fed by the

Bread of Life, we must keep in constant touch
with the source of life's true energy supply. Living
out the stored power of the Spirit enables us to be
fed by Christ's gift anytime we need it. We can
access this always available power reserve in
various ways. For some of us, direct intercessory
prayer brings us closest to God's Spirit and God's
love. For others, music opens the soul and sets it
resonating with the Spirit. For many, creating and/

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

or contemplating works of art form within us the
prayers that enable us to reach out and grab the
gift of life. Find your own unique way of
accessing that energy of bread...and you will
never go hungry.

S. “Search” The crowds we read about in John 6

thought they were seeking the Bread of Life. All
they were really looking for was a free lunch.
Jesus' words to them, his corrections and counsel,
were intended to make the hungering crowd
search their spirits for their true motives and
desires. Likewise, when we feel filled up with
power or contentment, we should search our own
spirits to make certain we are feasting on what
God provides, not on what our own egos or selfish
desires have cooked up.

T. “Trust” If we are filling up on the Bread of

Life, we should be able to trust in the Spirit's
presence and power in our lives. It is that trust that
allows us to take what appears to others as "risks."
Trusting in the Spirit lets us "go for it" when
conventional wisdom or cautious hedging would
advise us to sit on the sidelines. When our spirits
are resting in trust, they can do anything. For we
know no matter where we go, no matter what
difficulties we may encounter, a constant food
supply is always at hand, always guaranteed. Only
Jesus can satisfy the hungry heart. Only Jesus has
the words of eternal life.

In Christ,

Pastor Laoura

Dorcas Circle

Dorcas Circle will meet at 7:00 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 9, in Frey Hall. Following a business
meeting, Pastor Laura will lead us in a study of
Michal in our Bible Study, Bad Girls of the Bible
and What We Can Learn from Them. Michal was
the second daughter of King Saul and the first
wife of David. Please read Session 9, "Out of
Step," on pages 189-213, Look at Discussion
Question 9 on p. 243 and answer the Chapter Nine
questions in the Study Guide on pp. 259-260. All
women are welcome to attend!

Back-to-School Giveaway Thank You

Thank you to the Evangelism Committee and
especially to Susan Taylor and Elizabeth Watis
for the preparation and other work that they did
for the Back-to-School Giveaway in August.
Thanks to Linda Sue Stephan for getting the
Agape churches organized for the hygiene items.
The other members of our Evangelism Committee
are Lisa Jewell, Joan Yockey, and Pastor Laura.

Church Cookbooks for Christmas!

A basket for cookbook
recipes is on the Access
Hall table, so we hope to
see it filling up fast for the
new church cookbook.
Dorcas Circle plans to put
together a new church
cookbook this fall. What
do we need from you?
Recipes! Favorite family
recipes, entrees, breakfast
dishes, side dishes and salads, desserts, breads,
even household hints. Encourage your children
and grandchildren to come up with recipes or
anything they want to share - we will have a
section for them as well. You can turn in recipes
from now until Monday, Sept. 30.

Dorcas Circle will not be working with an outside
company, but will put the book together
themselves, including binding and covers. This
will be a fundraiser for the circle, and the price
has not yet been decided. The cookbooks should
be ready for sale by Oct. 31. The cookbooks will
make great Christmas presents for family and
friends!

Agape Summer Lunches

This summer our congregation packed and
delivered 114 lunches each week for the school
children in the Sardinia area. Thanks so much to
Susan Taylor and Elizabeth Waits and their
daughters for food shopping! Thanks to everyone
who volunteered to pack lunches Thursday
evenings and/or drove and delivered on Fridays.
You are much appreciated. Thanks to Linda Sue
Stephan for keeping things organized.
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Southern Ohio Synod
Women of the ELCA Biennial

The Southern Ohio Synod Women of the ELCA
Biennial Convention will take place on Saturday,
Sept. 28, at St. John Lutheran Church in Piqua.
Registration, breakfast, and vendor displays start
at 8:00 a.m., with the Gathering beginning at 8:45
a.m. The Bible study for the biennial, led by
Pastor Rebecca Grate, will be from Ephesians
3:16-19. There will be workshops and built-in
times for rest and reflection.

The cost is $50, and lunch is included in the
registration fee. Business items include electing
new officers for the next two years and electing
voting members for the 2026 Women of the
ELCA Triennial Gathering in Des Moines, lowa.
A block of rooms will be available at the Comfort
Inn on Friday night, if you are not a morning
person. Pastor Laura will not be able to go
because she will be in Tennessee at that time. If
you are interested, let her know, and she will print
off the information and registration form for you.
If you are interested in being a voting member for
the 2026 Triennial, she will print a nomination
form for you and will be happy to nominate you.
Registrations must be in by Monday, Sept. 9.

Pastor Laura’s Vacation Sundays

Pastor Laura will be assisting with the 95th
anniversary celebration of her home church, Faith
Lutheran Church in Dayton, on Sunday, Sept. 8.
Pastor Jenell Rue will be the supply pastor at
Peace that Sunday, so we will celebrate Holy
Communion. There is a possibility that her
husband, Mike Rue, will preach. Pastor Laura will
be gone only for that day and will be back in the
evening for the Church Council meeting.

The Shrefflers will be on vacation Wednesday,
September 25, through Monday, Sept. 30. They
will travel to Tennessee to celebrate the first
birthday of their granddaughter which will be
Sept. 30. Pastor Laura will be back in the office
on Tuesday, Oct. 1. Melinda Moran is tentatively
scheduled to supply on Sunday, Sept. 29. We will
not have Holy Communion.

Christmas Eve Luminaria

The Sunday School Board has decided that they
will not be putting out luminaria for Christmas
themselves. However, if there is anyone who
would like to spearhead getting the luminaria
together and putting them out, we always have
some people who are willing to help. If you are
interested, please see Nikki Tracy.

God’s work. Our hands.

ST

God’s Work — Our Hands Sunday

We will celebrate God's Work-Our Hands Sunday
on Sunday, Sept. 15. Most ELCA churches
observe God's Work-Our Hands Sunday on the
second Sunday in September, but we had some
conflicts with the use of Frey Hall.

The Sunday School Board/Christian Education
Committee has invited Wynand "Wayne" De Wet
back to update us on our Bariadi Orphanage,
Home of Peace, in Tanzania.

We will begin with a carry-in breakfast in Frey
Hall at 8:30 a.m., and Wayne will give a
presentation from 9:15 to 10:15. We will have one
worship service at the usual traditional worship
time of 10:30 a.m., where Wayne will also give a
presentation. Wayne says he is more than happy
to share about all that God is doing at Bariadi.
Four churches have been planted in the area, and
One Plus God is busy building the second church
building.

We will take up a special offering for Bariadi, part
of which will be given to Wayne to take back, and
part of which will help with our sponsorship of
two Bariadi students. Flora has graduated, so we
are no longer sponsoring her. We continue to
sponsor Meschak, who will graduate next year.
We have taken on a new, younger, student,
Daniel, whom we will begin to sponsor in
October.

Please join us for good food, good information,
and good community as we continue to do God's
work with our hands.
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2024 ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans

Isabelle and Addy got to meet Southern Ohio

Synod Bishop Suzanne Darcy Dillahunt for the Our youth group at the Mass Gathering.
first time.
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Lilie, Aiden, Tricia,
and their service group
with Bishop Dillahunt.

et

Exchanging 'swap' items with people
they met (Addy and Isabelle both got
really good at this!)

The bus they used to
feed the homeless

Aiden and Lilié Withv one

of their group leaders. Lilie and a leader for their
service project.

“ ) e

‘Locke of Love’ found during our scavenger hunt
in the French Quarter on our Synod Day.

Grace and Olivia taking a selfie.
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he ighty Mississipi River. |

o

after being caught in thunderstorms
all afternoon.

St Louis Cathedral that overlook |
Jackson Square

Taking a break at |
Cafe Du Monde.

Jaden.

W A= B
Our group (plus a new friend) at our favorite
restaurant with our waitresses. We 100% rec-

ommend this place if you ever find yourselves

in New Orleans! Arriving in Cincinnati at the end of our trip.
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Peace Lutheran Communications

Peace Lutheran Church
10581 Day Hill-Arnheim Rd

. 937-446-2747 (with answering machine)
. website: peacelutherangtown.com

Georgetown, OH 45121

. email: peacelutheran@ymail.com

. www.facebook.com/peacelutheran.churcharnheim

. One Call Now notifications available
. Peace Lutheran FYI weekly emails available
. Beacon newsletter mailed to members and friends

Pastor Laura Shreffler

937-564-0082 (cell), 937-446-9308 (home)
trinitytwo13@gmail.com

Travis Phillips, President

513-739-0672
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Brown County Fair Parade

The Evangelism Committee has decided that
Peace will not have a booth at the Brown County
Fair this year. A number of factors figures into
this: we have had a difficult time recently finding
enough people to sit at the booth and engage with
the public; fair tickets have jumped in price; and it
was a struggle for us to get our passes and find a
decent place to park near our booth.

We still plan to be a presence at the Fair Parade
on Monday, Sept. 23. We have a truck and a
trailer, but we do need a driver! If you are
interested or know someone who might be, please
see Susan Taylor or Lisa or Jerry Jewell. Luther
the Dog will be walking the parade route with the
rest of us. Luther is always a hit with the kids! If
you are riding or walking, please wear a Peace
Lutheran T-Shirt or a Thrivent T-Shirt if you have
one. Shirts are available in the Access Hallway.

Since we plan to ride/walk in the parade, we will
need candy. We could use donations of all kinds
of candy to give out on the route. You can place
all candy donations in the black tote in the Access
entrance.

Aging Better Expo

The Adams County Regional Medical Center will
host an "Aging Better Expo," on Thursday Sept.
29. This will be a day of empowerment and
enrichment tailored for those aged 55 and older. It
will include informative sessions, health fair
offerings, enriching activities and lunch while
connecting with organizations dedicated to
helping you age better.

The fair will begin at 9:00 a.m. with BMI
measurements, vision screenings, Hoxworth
Blood Center, vaccines, pain screenings, blood
pressure, bone density, balance, blood sugar, grip
tests and more. This will be followed by the
Aging Better Expo Vendor Resource Fair, Legal
and Estate Planning by Legal Aid, chair exercise,
consumer protection by AAA7, BINGO, a catered
lunch, "Fueling Your Body" by dietitian Megan
Rowe, Medicare vs. Managed Medicare by
OSHIIP, and wrap up with a magic show and
raffle prizes.

The Expo will be in the Willow Event Center.
Registration is open until Wednesday, Sept. 11,
and can be completed online at acrmc.com/aging-
better-expo. Pastor Laura also will have copies of

the registration form and events on the Access
Hall table.

Please send news items,
corrections and address
changes to the church office
or peacelutheran@ymail.com

I

The Beacon is the official publication of Peace Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Arnheim, Ohio.

It is sponsored by the Church and the LYO to furnish
information and inspiration to our congregation and friends.
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Council Minutes — July 21, 2024

Present: Steve Bundy, Dorothy Carrington, Paul
Hertlein, Connie Perry, Cheryl Phillips, Travis
Phillips, Linda Sue Stephan, Steve Weddle, Shauna
Weis, Joan Yockey, Pastor Laura Shreffler, Dan
Wagel

President Travis Phillips called the meeting to order
and read the mission statement.

Dorothy Carrington led devotions.

The Secretary’s report was reviewed. Linda Sue
Stephan made a motion to accept the report and
Shauna Weis seconded the motion. A vote was taken,
and the motion passed.

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Paul Hertlein
made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and
Dorothy Carrington seconded the motion. A vote was
taken, and the motion passed.

Pastor Laura Shreffler read the pastor’s report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Church Property—New air handler installed in Access
Hallway. New electrician needed to install outlets in
the kitchen.

Cemetery—Nothing to report.
Finance & Investment—Nothing to report.

Evangelism—Backpack/school supplies/shoes
giveaway scheduled for August 8 at the Sardinia
Church of Christ.

Stewardship—Nothing to report.
Scholarship—Scholarships have been awarded.
Christian Education—Nothing to report.

Worship & Music—Backpack Blessing is scheduled
for August 11.

Working on plans for God’s Work Our Hands Sunday
and Senior Recognition Sunday.

Youth & Family—Natalie was not in attendance as the
LYO was en route home from their trip.

Travis shared that the LYO would like to have a carry-
in meal and presentation of their trip on August 11. It
was suggested that there be a combined service at
10:00 a.m. with Sunday School and Adult Forum at
9:00 a.m. The meal would be at approximately 11:00
a.m. with the presentation following. Linda Sue
Stephan made a motion to have the combined service
at 10:00 a.m. and Cheryl Phillips seconded the motion.
A vote was taken, and the motion passed.

Mission Fund—Nothing to report.

Joan Yockey made a motion to accept the Committee
Reports and Connie Perry seconded the motion. A vote
was taken, and the motion passed.

OLD AND NEW BUSINESS

Discussion on plugs in the kitchen. Steve Weddle is
having an electrician come in. They may place a
couple outside the kitchen below the counter.

Dan has a new rope for the cemetery flagpole, Steve
will help put it up.

Black mold has been noted on the inside ceiling of the
gazebo, it was noted this is to be expected due to being
outside with tree cover.

Linda Sue mentioned that hearing was an issue in the
services held in Frey Hall during recent services, as
well as at services outside. Discussion was held about
a Bluetooth speaker and microphone. Shauna made a
motion to purchase these items and Cheryl Phillips
seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the
motion passed.

Dan discussed the propane costs — Arrick’s quoted
$1.89/gal. Can get through AmeriGas for $1.63/gal.
Paul Hertlein made a motion to go with AmeriGas and
Steve seconded the motion. A vote was taken, and the
motion passed.

Next meeting will be on August 11, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.

Paul Hertlein made a motion to adjourn the meeting
and Shauna Weis seconded the motion. A vote was
taken, and the motion passed.

Respectfully submitted by Cheryl Phillips in Natalie
Vogel’s absence.

Opportunities
to Share

> Agape Emergency Fund — donations for
emergencies in our community

> Agape Food Pantry — non-perishable food
items

> Adams/Brown County Homeless Shelter —
common household paper products and
sanitary items for adults and children

> Cross-Lit Pantry — non-perishable food items
for our outdoor pantry near the access
entrance

> Home of Peace Orphanage in Bariadi
Tanzania — donations for the orphanage and
children - aluminum cans for recycling

> Troop Box Ministries — copies of the needs
list are available on the access hallway table
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We welcome you to join us for worship, fellowship and service!

Sunday Schedule

8:30 a.m.  Praise Worship Service o Y9THg,
9:30 am.  Sunday School and Adult Forum &0% a%%
10:30 a.m.  Traditional Worship Service L 0 ﬂ%
Holy Communion is celebrated every week Z :
At both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services. ‘; G WQ
= ®
Pastor Laura Shreffler : ,@ V‘ﬁ& : A A;tegfen
1 inistry
Church Phone: (937) 446-2747 AMER Congregation
Church Email: peacelutheran@ymail.com
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