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Of 

Tonto Basin 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

REDUCED—296 W BURONT’S LN Lovely 3bd/3ba man-
ufactured home located on 6.14 acres on a dead end 
street.  Home has large Arizona room, 3 car covered 
shop/storage area, barn and horse area fenced plus 
chicken coup.  Gated masonry wall surrounds living 
area.  Nice porches front & back with complete out-
door kitchen for entertaining and awesome view of 
surrounding mountains.  Total electric.  
$599,900 MLS86778 
 
PENDING-.40 acre S. Burton Ln Has water & septic. 
APS available. Level lot ready for your site-built or 
mfg home.  $79,900 

Call:  928-978-4448  

MLS 
Realtor® 

Equal Housing 

Opportunity 
EFAX: 928-255-4318 

Web site: www.realtor.co     

 

Ewing Land & Cattle Co. 
Linda G. Ewing, 

REALTOR® 

Free  Week ly ,  Ma gazine  

JUST FOR YOU 
Publ i cat ion  b y  
Gai l  Starkey  

Box  989 ,   Tonto  Bas in ,  A Z  85 553 -098 9  

NEW # (928) 970-0149  
jfypub@yahoo.com  

 

    Dwight Taylor 

WE COME TO YOU 

Our PRODUCTS 
Parts 

Repairs 

Services 

Awning Replacement 

Appliance Repair 

Appliance Replacement 

Heaters Repairs 

Gas Valves and Leaks 

Roof Penetration Reseal 

Clean and Seal Rubber 

Roofs 

Wash and Wax Exteriors 

Pack Wheel Bearings 

RV Roof Specialist 

1taylor299@msn.com 

602-228-6211 

Meet or Beat any Price! 

 OPEN MON-SAT 

CLOSED SUN 

M.P. 260.3 on HWY 188 (117 Quail Tr) 

LP Filled Daily (No Motorhomes) 

WIDE SELECTION INCLUDING: 

 

AND 

MANY MORE 

 928-978-7872 

WE HAVE MINNOWS 

All Hours RV LLC 
928-978-7872 

allhoursrv@gmail.com 

Parts * Supplies * Service 
Special Orders Available 

 
Trained Service for: 

 Dometic/Atwood, Norcold/Thetford,         
Suburban, Coleman Mach, Lippert/Furrion,  
Electrical, Plumbing, LP Systems, & More! 

 
 

ASK ABOUT RV WATER         

SOFENERS AND TANKLESS    

WATER HEATERS 

 

about:blank
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Just For You Publication 

PO Box 989 
Tonto Basin, AZ 85553 

Corner of:  Dryer Drive & 101 Starkey 

Lane  

Contact me via: 

Email: j fypub@yahoo.com  

928-970-0149 

Hours:  Monday –Tuesday 9-3 
Closed:  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

Distribution day is Wednesday AM 

Member 
of 

Tonto Basin 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Just For You 

           

• Long term rates (over four weeks) cost  less PLUS earn FREE 
weeks!! 

• ALL rates are based on a 4 weeks per month or 48 weeks per year. 

(Balance 4 weeks  49,50,51, 52)  Four Free weeks are there for holi-
days or emergency use only such as equipment issues/can’t produce 

the paper. 2022: This year there will  be a paper  
every week  

 
FREE BONUS:  All ads are in color on my website jfypub.com  
 
New ads or changes must be in by 1PM on Monday to ensure that it gets 
into the current week’s ISSUE! 

Make checks payable to:  Just For You Pub.  
 

NOTE:  All ads are to be paid for in advance! 
 

 

 NEW—ADVERTISING RATES 

 1 WK 2 WKS 3WKS 4WKS 

2”   7.60 10.80 14.00 17.20 

3” 11.04 16.20 21.00 25.80 

1/4 PG 15.20 21.60 28.00 33.60 

1/2 PG 20.40 30.00 39.60 49.20 

PAGE 32.40 48.40 64.40 80.40 

INSERT 42.50 62.50 82.50 103.00 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS: 

Anniversaries/Birthday .……Page   8 

Churches……………………...Pages 8-9 

Meetings/Events: ………...…Page  31 

Puzzles.……....…………Pages 12,15, 23 

Realtors 

          Ewing Land & Cattle …..Pages 1 

          Rambo Realty & Invest .Page  32 

       Coldwell/Bishop Realty. Page 30 

Specialty  Buttons 
$1.00 ea. 

Specialty Button Discount 
for volume orders 

 
Bookmarks 

Address Cards 
Business Cards 

50  $8.00 
100  $15.00 

NOTE:  No Charge for  

Obituary Notices 

READ it online and in color!!!! 

Check out:  jfypub.com  

Began May 2005 
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The Holiday Season Has Begun.  
For the next 11 

days we will be 

preparing for 

the Christmas 

season or what 

ever holiday fes-

tivities are part 

of your family 

traditions for 

this time of the 

year.  In the 

next few week, 

I will be featur-

ing the History 

of Christmas, 

Christmas From 

Around the 

World, Recipes, 

Christmas Hu-

mor and a few 

surprises.  I 

hope you will 

find the infor-

mation interesting, entertaining and use-

ful………… 

 In ancient pagan times, the last day of 

winter in the Northern Hemisphere was cele-

brated as the night that the Great Mother God-

dess gives birth to the baby Sun God. It is also 

called Yule, the day a huge log is added to a 

bonfire, around which everyone would dance 

and sing to awaken the sun from its long win-

ter sleep. 

 In Roman times, it became the celebra-

tions honoring Saturnus (the harvest god) and 

Mithras (the ancient god of light), a form of 

sun worship that had come to Rome from Syr-

ia a century before with the cult of Sol Invic-

tus. It announced that winter is not forever, 

that life continues, and an invitation to stay in 

good spirit. 

 The last day of winter in the Northern 

Hemisphere occurs between the 20th and 22 

December. The Roman celebrated Saturnalia 

between 17 and 24 December. 

 The early Christians-To avoid persecu-

tion during the Roman pagan festival, early 

Christians decked their homes with Saturnalia 

Statements made by the advertisers, or articles 

do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 

editor.  The information in the paper is for your 

The source’s I use are found in publica-

tions, items (emails) submitted by individuals, or 

on the Internet. 
 

All additions/changes  

Deadline is MONDAY 10 AM 
Best way to contact me:  JFYPUB@yahoo.com 

 

Check out paper and IGA ad on line 

jfypub.com 

 



Just For You Publication Issue: 900 4 

 

2022 Dec 14 

holly. As Christian numbers increased and 

their customs prevailed, the celebrations 

took on a Christian observance. But the early 

church actually did not celebrate the birth of 

Christ in December until Telesphorus, who 

was the second Bishop of Rome from 125 to 

136AD, declared that Church services should 

be held during this time to celebrate "The Na-

tivity of our Lord and Savior." However, since 

no-one was quite sure in which month Christ 

was born, Nativity was often held in Septem-

ber, which was during the Jewish Feast of 

Trumpets (modern-day Rosh Hashanah). In 

fact, for more than 300 years, people ob-

served the birth of Jesus on various dates. 

 In the year 274AD, solstice fell on 25th 

December. Roman Emperor Aurelian pro-

claimed the date as "Natalis Solis Invicti," 

the festival of the birth of the invincible sun. 

In 320 AD, Pope Julius I specified the 25th of 

December as the official date of the birth of 

Jesus Christ. 

 Christmas official, but not generally ob-

served In 325AD, Constantine the Great, the 

first Christian Roman emperor, introduced 

Christmas as an immovable feast on 25 De-

cember. He also introduced Sunday as a holy 

day in a new 7-day week, and introduced 

movable feasts (Easter). In 354AD, Bishop 

Liberius of Rome officially ordered his mem-

bers to celebrate the birth of Jesus on 25 

December. 

 However, even though Constantine of-

ficiated 25 December as the birthday of 

Christ, Christians, recognizing the date as a 

pagan festival, did not share in the emper-

or's good meaning. Christmas failed to gain 

universal recognition among Christians until 

quite recently. In England, Oliver Cromwell 

banned Christmas festivities between 1649 

and 1660 through the so-called Blue Laws, 

believing that Christmas should be a solemn 

day. 

 When many Protestants escaped per-

secution by fleeing to the colonies all over 

the world, interest in joyous Christmas cele-

brations was rekindled there. Still, Christ-

mas was not even a legal holiday until the 

1800s. And, keep in mind, there was no Fa-

 

 

 

Crescent Mechanical LLC 

HVAC by Donnie Reed  

Call or text 480-430-3886  

 

Service, Replacements & New Construction  

for both Residential and Commercial.  

Service all Major Brands including Mini Splits  

  

Tonto Basin’s ONLY local AC Company!                  Always Licensed, Bonded & Insured  

Serving Tonto Basin, Roosevelt,                                  crescent Mechanical LLC 

Payson & Surrounding Areas                                         PO BOX 1631 Tonto Basin 85553 

                                                                                                    ROC 296735 & ROC 296736 

 

Find us on Facebook 
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ther Christmas (Santa Claus) figure at that 

time. 

 The popularity of Christmas was 

spurred on in 1820 by Washington Irving's 

book The Keeping of Christmas at Brace-

bridge Hall. In 1834, Britain's Queen Victoria 

brought her German husband, Prince Albert, 

into Windsor Castle, introducing the tradition 

of the Christmas tree and carols that were 

held in Europe to the British Empire. A week 

before Christmas in 1834, Charles Dickens 

published A Christmas Carol (in which he 

wrote that Scrooge required Cratchit to work, 

and that the US Congress met on Christmas 

Day). It was so popular that neither the 

churches nor the governments could not ig-

nore the importance of Christmas celebra-

tions. In 1836, Alabama became the first 

state in the US to declare Christmas a legal 

holiday. In 1837, T.H. Hervey's The Book of 

Christmas also became a best seller. In 1860, 

American illustrator Thomas Nast borrowed 

from the European stories about Saint Nicho-

las, the patron saint of children, to create Fa-

ther Christmas (Santa Claus). In 1907, Okla-

homa became the last US state to declare 

Christmas a legal holiday. Year by year, coun-

tries all over the world started to recognize 

Christmas as the day for celebrating the birth 

of Jesus. 

 Today, many of the pagan uses are re-

flected in Christmas. Jesus was born in 

March, yet his birth is celebrated on 25 De-

cember, the time of solstice. The Christmas 

celebrations end the 12th day of Christmas (6 

January), the same amount of days that the 

return of the sun was celebrated by ancient 

and Roman pagans. It thus is no surprise that 

Christian puritans - or even conservative 

Christians - often are upset that Christmas "is 

not as religious as it was meant to be," for-

getting that Christmas was not celebrated at 

all until fairly recently. 

 The 25th of December is celebrated as 

the birth date of Jesus Christ. The Bible does 

not mention Christmas, and early Christians 

did not observe the birthday of Christ. Christ-

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

  

Mark & Mary’s Property 
Maintenance & Services 

 

Tree Trimming 

Landscaping 

Plumbing 

Cleaning Services 

Painting 

Handyman Services 

Firewood for Sale 

Demolition  

M 

Mark:  928-200-2231 

Mary:  928-200-4268 

Office: 928-479-3043 

Bonds   Auto   Home            Com-
mercial   RV   ATV    

Boat   Motorcycles 
 

 GET THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE,  
CALL  FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS! 

 

Linnea Macier, Owner 
Laci Franks, Agent  

408 S. Beeline Hwy. Suite B 
Payson, AZ 85541 

Office 928-474-3701 
480-375-8266 
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 The concept of "Peace and Joy" over 

the Christmas season originates from the pa-

gan believe in the magical powers of mistle-

toe. Enemies meeting under a mistletoe had 

to call truce until the following day. 

 In Finland and Sweden an old tradition 

prevails, where the twelve days of Christmas 

are declared to be time of civil peace by law. 

It used to be that a person committing crimes 

during this time would be liable to more stiff 

sentence than normal. 

 During the Middle Ages, many churches 

were built in honor of Saint Nicholas, the pa-

tron saint of children. Wearing his red and 

white bishop's robes, he would ride on a don-

key to deliver gifts to children. In 1860, illus-

trator Thomas Nast introduced Santa Claus in 

the fashion we now know him. 

 The figure of Father Christmas (Santa 

Claus) is based on the patron saint of chil-

dren, Saint Nicholas (270-310AD), who be-

came one of the youngest bishops ever at 

age 17. At age 30 he became the Bishop of 

Myra, a port town on the Mediterranean Sea, 

that is part of modern-day Turkey. He hailed 

from a rich home and became well known for 

supporting the needy. He would often be 

seen, clad in red and white bishop's robes 

and riding on a donkey, handing out gifts to 

children. 

 During the 

Middle Ages, 

many churches 

were built in hon-

or of Saint Nicho-

las. In the 11th 

century, his re-

mains were en-

shrined in a 

church in the 

Italian city of Ba-

ri. It is told that 

the first Crusaders visited Bari and carried 

stories about Nicholas to their homelands. 

The anniversary of his death, 6 December, be-

came a day to exchange gifts. 

 During the Protestant Reformation of 

the 16th century, Martin Luther tried to stop 

the venerating of saints and the feast of Saint 

(Continued on page 7) 

Under New Ownership 

Punkin Center RV Corral  

& Mobile Home Park 
Public Boat & RV Storage 

• Large patio sites for RV, Park Models & MFD home 
spaces.  Water included 

• Shaded Ramada's 

• Laundry Facilities,  Diner located on premises.  

• Office & Beauty Shop available for 
lease.  

200 Old Highway 188  
Tonto Basin , AZ 85553  

For Information Call  
928-479-2700 

www.punkincenterrvcorral.com  

Tonto Basin Dental 
186 Earl Stephens Way, Tonto Basin. AZ 

~Next to Heliport~ 
 

          Dr. Jonathan K. Hanridge, D.D.S. 

       Nicole Morgan-R.D.H 
 

     Full Service Dental: 

*Dentures * Partials * Crowns* 

*Extractions * Fillings* 

*Root Canals* 

Please call for appointment 

(928) 479-3055 

Q 

mas as we know it became widely popular 

only in the 19th Century. 

 Christmas starts on 25 December and 

ends 12 days later on 6 January with the 

Feast of Epiphany also called "The Adoration 

of the Magi" or "The Manifestation of God." 
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http://www.tontobasinchamber.org/ 

Chamber Reservations 

Joe Larry Mason, 602-796-6712 

~We have banquet tables & chairs to lend.~ 

Deposit due at pickup and returned when table are 

returned, clean and undamaged. 

 

CHAMBER FUNDRAISER 

The Chamber has T-shirts, zip-up hoodie sweat shirts & 
front license plates for sale.  Printed on the front: Tonto 
Basin, Arizona” and on the back: “Where the West 
Still Lives”. 

T-Shirts in multiple sizes & colors 

Short Sleeve-$10.00,  

Hoodies (XL only) $25.00   

Front License Plates $15.00  

Questions/Purchase Contact:                                        
Kathy (Tonto Basin Public Library)  

Board of Directors 2022/2023 

President-Gail Starkey, 928-970-0149 

Vice President-Rosemary Goff, 928-978-1840 

Secretary-Romaine Heap 928-978-9117 

Treasurer-Lacey Whitehead 928-812-5945 

Web  Master-Ron Starkey, 928-970-0148 

Reservations-Joe Larry Mason 602-796-6712 

Member at Large-Linda Mason, 602-577-3346 

Member at Large-Brian Nail-480-262-3485 

 

Chamber Meets the 3rd Thursday 9 30 

Nicholas was abolished in some European 

countries. The gift giver took on other 

names: in Germany, he became Der Wein-

achtsmann ("Christmas Man"), Pre Nol in 

France, Father Christmas in Britain and the 

colonies, and many other names.  

 The Dutch, under Peter Stuyvesant, 

founded New York - named New Amsterdam 

under the Dutch and renamed when the Brit-

ish took over the colony - and brought with 

them the celebrations of Sinterklaas, the 

Dutch name for Saint Nicholas. Santa Claus 

is the American pronunciation of Sinter 

Klaas. 

  As early as 1773 "St. A. Claus" was 

mentioned in the American press. In 1809, 

Washington Irving (the author of "Tales from 

Sleepy Hollow") wrote about Sinterklaas in 

his "A History of New York." Irving described 

Sinterklaas as a rotund little man in a typical 

Dutch costume, with knee breeches and a 

broad-brimmed hat, who traveled on horse-

back on the Eve of Saint Nicholas. In 1822, 

Clement Clark Moore, a poet and professor of 

theology, published the poem "A Visit From 

St. Nicholas" (also known as "The Night Be-

fore Christmas"). Moore's Santa is a jolly old 

elf who flies around in a miniature sleigh 

with eight tiny reindeer. Moore even named 

the reindeer by the names we know them to-

day, and the method by which Santa returns 

up the chimney. 

 Thomas Nast, the illustrator and cari-

caturist who created the donkey and ele-

phant images to depict the US Democratic 

and Republican parties, contributed his own 

vision of Santa for Harper's Weekly magazine 

from 1860 until the late 1880s. Nast depicted 

Santa in a red, fur-trimmed suit and a wide 

leather belt. Each year he added more details 

to his version of the Santa legend, including 

the home-workshop at the North Pole and the 

Naughty & Nice list. 

 In 1885, Nast sketched two children 

looking at a map of the world and tracing 

Santa's journey from the North Pole to the 

United States. The following year, the Ameri-

can writer, George P. Webster, took up this 

idea, explaining that Santa's toy factory and 
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"his house, during the long summer months, 

was hidden in the ice and snow of the North 

Pole." 

 In 1931 Haddon Sundblom presented 

Santa as a plump human rather than an elf, 

with a jovial face and big beard in a Coca-

Cola advertisement. (Coca-Cola was a client 

of Sundblom's advertising agency from 1924 

to until his death in 1976.) Today, it is 

Sundblom's Santa that slips down chimneys 

around the world. 

 Santa's address discovered-In 1925, it 

was discovered that there are no reindeer 

at the North Pole. There are, however, lots 

of reindeer in Lapland, Finland. In 1927, the 

great secret of Santa's address was re-

vealed by Markus Rautio ("Uncle Markus") 

who compered the popular "Children's hour" 

on Finnish public radio. He declared that Fa-

ther Christmas lives on Lapland's Korva-

tunturi Mountain.  

 Korvatunturi - literally "Mount Ear" is 

in the Savukoski county, Lapland, Finland, 

on the Finnish-Russian border. At 500 m 

(1,640 ft) high, it actually is only a big hill. 

But its three summits points to the answer 

the children of the world had been asking 

for years:  "Yes, there really is a Father 

Christmas (Santa Claus)." And his official 

Post Office is in the town of Napapiiri, near 

Rovaniemi, near the Korvatunturi mountain. 

The mountain itself is out of bounds to peo-

ple. 

 There are more than 2,700 languages 

in the world, with more than 7,000 dialects. 

Santa speaks all of them fluently! In addi-

tion, he speaks a secret elf language. 

 The Reindeer-At one stage it was 

thought that Father Christmas (Santa Claus) 

lives in the North Pole. In 1925 it was dis-

covered that there are no reindeer in the 

North Pole. But there are lots in Lapland, 

Finland. So today we know that the reindeer 

live around the secret village of Father 

Christmas and the elves somewhere on the 

Korvatunturi mountain in the Savukoski 

county of Lapland, Finland, which is on the 

Finnish-Russian border. 

 Long ago, Father Christmas and the 

elves discovered the special formula of 

M 

P.O. Box 84   (928) 479-2299 

Pastor Robert Melotti 

HIGHWAY 188 & DRYER DRIVE 
 

www.tontobasinbiblechurch.org 

 

SERVICE SCHEDULE 

  Sunday School……………….….9:30 AM  

 (Nursery through Adult) 

  Worship Service………………10:45 AM 

 (Nursery/Kids Church Provided) 

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
Dec 15-Dec 21 

 

Please, I need your 
help!  If you see any-
one that needs to be 
removed, changed or 
you would like to add 

you & your family, 
email: 

jfypub@yahoo.com 
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Magical Reindeer Dust which make them fly. 

This dust is sprinkled on each of the reindeer 

shortly before they leave on Christmas eve. It 

gives them enough magic to fly right around 

the world. They can fly very fast: at about the 

speed of a Christmas light. 

 Rudolph is the most famous reindeer. 

He is the leader of the other 8, whose names 

are Blitzen, Comet, Cupid, Dancer, Dasher, 

Donder, Prancer, and Vixen. 

 The names of the 8 reindeer were pub-

lished by Clement Clark Moore, an American 

poet and professor of theology, in his 1822 

poem "A Visit From St. Nicholas." Rudolph 

was first written about only in 1939 by Robert 

May, who included him in a story for the Mont-

gomery Ward Christmas catalogue. (Of 

course, the elves knew their names long, long 

before Moore and May did.) 

 On Christmas eve the reindeer are 

sprinkled with the magic dust that gives them 

enough magic to fly right around the world. 

They can fly at the speed of a Christmas light. 

 The reindeer are cared for by Wunorse 

Openslae. He also designed Father Christ-

mas's sleigh and maintains it for top perfor-

mance. 

 

Rudolph the red-

nosed reindeer 

Had a very shiny 

nose, 

And if you ever saw 

him, 

You would even say 

it glows. 

 

All of the other rein-

deer 

Used to laugh and 

call him names, 

They never let poor 

Rudolph 

Join in any reindeer games. 

 

Then one foggy Christmas 

eve Santa came to say: 

"Rudolph with your nose so bright, 

Won't you guide my sleigh tonight?" 
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Electr ic  avai lable  in  a l l  Covered Uni ts !  
 

Tonto Creek  
Storage Complex, LLC 

45596 Hwy. 188 Ste. A 
Tonto Basin, AZ 85553 

 

Call for Pricing & Availability!   
928/978-3500 

Manager Romaine Heap 
 

Reserve online– www.tontocreekstorage.com 

Email: store@tontocreekstorage.com 

Then all the reindeer loved him 

As they shouted out with glee, 

Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, 

You'll go down in history! 

 

Christmas In IRAQ  

 On Christmas Eve, Iraqi Christian fami-

lies gather together and one of the children 

read about the birth of Jesus while other fam-

ily members hold lighted candles. Afterward 

the reading, a bonfire of thorn bushes is let 

and everyone sings. If the thorns burn to ash-

es, good luck will be granted for the coming 

year. When the fire dies, each person jumps 

over the ashes three times and makes a wish.  

 On Christmas Day another bonfire is lit 

in the churchyard. The bishop, carrying a fig-

ure of the Baby Jesus leads the service. Af-

terwards he blesses one person with a touch. 

That person touches the person next to him 

or her and the touch is passed around until all 

present have felt the "touch of peace."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas In ITALY  

 The popularity of the Nativity scene, 

one of the most beloved and enduring sym-

bols of the holiday season, originated in Italy. 

St. Francis of Assisi asked a man named Gio-

vanni Vellita of the village of Greccio to cre-

ate a manger scene. St. Francis performed 

mass in front of this early Nativity scene, 

which inspired awe and devotion in all who 

saw it. The creation of the figures or pastori 

became an entire genre of folk art.  

 In Rome, cannon are fired from Castel 

St. Angelo of Christmas Eve to announce the 

beginning of the holiday season. A 24-hour 

fast ends with an elaborate Christmas feast. 
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Small presents are drawn from the Urn of 

Fate.  

 The main exchange of gifts takes place 

on January 6, the feast of the Epiphany, the 

celebration in remembrance of the Magi's vis-

it to the Christ Child. Children anxiously 

await a visit from La Befana who brings gifts 

for the good and punishment for the bad. Ac-

cording to legend, the three wise men 

stopped during their journey and asked an old 

woman for food and shelter. She refused 

them and they continued on their way. Within 

a few hours the woman had a change of heart 

but the Magi were long gone. La Befana, 

which means Epiphany, still wonders the 

earth searching for the Christ Child. She is 

depicted in various ways: as a fairy queen, a 

crone, or a witch.  

 

Christmas In MEXICO  

 Several 

weeks before 

Christmas, 

elaborately 

decorated mar-

ket stalls or 

puestos are 

set up in the 

plazas of every 

town and city. 

Some people 

travel for days 

from remote 

areas to get to these markets. The puestos 

offer crafts of every conceivable kind, foods 

such as cheese, bananas, nuts, and cookies, 

and flowers such as orchids and poinsettias.  

 The poinsettia is native to Mexico and 

is believed to have first been used in connec-

tion with Christmas in the 17th century when 

Mexican Franciscans included the flowers in 

their Christmas celebration. There is a leg-

end connected with the flower. A little boy 

named Pablo was walking to the church in 

his village to visit the Nativity scene, when 

he realized he had nothing to offer the Christ 

Child. He saw some green branches growing 

along the roadside and gathered them up. 

Other children scoffed, but when he laid them 

NUMBER-871 

NUMBER-870 
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TURQUOISE COWBOY 
Wednesday-Sunday  

10:00 am to 5:30 pm  

Sunday noon to 5:30 
 

 

The holidays are upon us.   

Watch for our holiday specials.   

We have the best selection of unique gifts 

items in the area.   

We welcome you to our little store and a    

relaxed friendly shopping experience.   

Come by and check us out.  Locally 

owned.  Two doors down from The Butcher 

Hook Restaurant.   

Open Wednesday through Saturday 10:00 to 

5:30 and Sunday noon to 5:30  

HWY 188 Mile Marker 259 

Tonto Basin, AZ 85553 

928-458-2413                                                                        
Two doors down from the Butcher Hook Restaurant   

 Danny & Marva Riccitelli 
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old Spain. In the weeks leading up to Christ-

mas people stroll the streets where there are 

many things to buy: candles, Nativity pic-

tures, toys and foods. Children carry fragrant 

bouquets to the alter of the Virgin and sing 

carols. On Christmas Eve, church bells beck-

on the people to Midnight Mass. On January 

6, the feast of the Epiphany, it is the three 

wise men who brings gifts for the children. 

Often the Holiday season concludes with a 

brilliant display of fireworks.  

 

Christmas In Poland  

 In Poland, an elaborate tradition called 

Wigilia is celebrated. Beginning on Christmas 

Eve, a strict 24-hour fast is observed which 

ends with a huge Christmas feast. In honor of 

the star of Bethlehem, the meal cannot begin 

until the first star of night appears. Though 

Christmas is Poland is officially known as 

Bozz Narodzenie, it is most often referred to 

as Gwiazdka, which means "little star." Once 

the star appears, a special rice wafer blessed 

by the parish priest called oplatek, is broken 

by the manger, a brilliant red star-shaped 

flower appeared on each branch.  

 The main Christmas celebration in 

Mexico is called las posadas, which refers to 

processions reenacting Joseph and Mary's 

search for a place to stay in Bethlehem. The 

processions begin nine days before Christ-

mas because the original journey from Naza-

reth to Bethlehem took nine days. Friends 

and family members divide themselves into 

two groups - pilgrims and innkeepers. The 

pilgrims travel from house to house asking 

for a shelter and are refused at each until 

they finally reach the house where an alter 

and Nativity scene have been set up. Here 

the pilgrims are admitted with great rejoic-

ing, a traditional prayer is spoken, and the 

party begins. Food and drink are served and 

then children take turns trying to break open 

the pinata.  

 

Christmas In NICARAGUA   

  Like many Latin American countries, 

Nicaragua retains many of the customs of 

OR 
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into pieces and shared by all. Finally the meal 

can begin. The feast consists of twelve cours-

es, one for each Apostle. The table is always 

set with one extra seat in case a stranger or 

the Holy Spirit should appear to share the meal. 

Christmas In ROMANIA  

 The tradition in Romania is for children to 

travel from house to house singing carols and 

reciting poetry and legends throughout the 

Christmas season. The leader carries a large 

wooden star called a steaua, which is covered 

with shiny paper and decorated with bells and 

colored ribbon. A picture of the Holy Family is 

pasted in the star's center, and the entire crea-

tion is attached to a broomstick or stout pole. 

  

Christmas In SCANDINAVIA   

 It is from Scan-

dinavia that most of 

our yule log traditions 

derive. The dark cold 

winters inspired the 

development of tradi-

tions concerned with 

warmth and light. 

Yuletide, meaning "the turning of the sun" or 

the winter solstice, has traditionally been a 

time of extreme importance in Scandinavia - a 

time when fortunes for the coming year were 

determined and when the dead were thought to 

walk the earth. For a long time, it was consid-

ered dangerous to sleep alone on Christmas 

Eve. The extended family, master and servant, 

alike would sleep together on a freshly spread 

bed of straw.  

 The Yule log was originally an entire tree, 

carefully chosen, and brought into the house 

with great ceremony. The butt end would be 

place into the hearth while the rest of the tree 

stuck out into the room. The tree would be 

slowly fed into the fire and the entire process 

was carefully timed to last the entire Yule sea-

son 

 

Christmas In SOUTH AMERICA  

 Throughout South America Christmas is 

celebrated in a deeply religious way. The main 

focus of the season throughout the continent is 

the presepio ("the manger"). Often a whole 

room is devoted to the presepio display, com-
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plete with landscape and tiny figures made to 

scale. Though the central feature is the man-

ger at Bethlehem, elaborate scens will in-

clude hills full of shepherds gazing upon the 

heavenly host, the Wise Men crossing the de-

sert on their camels, water mills, grottos, 

electric trains, and even sailboats on the sea.  

 

Christmas In SWEDEN  

  A thousand years ago in Sweden, King 

Canute declared that Christmas would last a 

month, from December 13, the feast of St. Lu-

cia until January 13, or Tjugondag Knut (St. 

Canute's Day). No one is quite sure why Lu-

cia, a 4th century Sicilian saint, came to be 

so revered in Sweden. Some say she once 

visited the country, and others believe mis-

sionaries brought stories of her life which en-

tranced the Swedish people. Her story is that 

in the days of early Christian persecution, Lu-

cia carried food to Christians hiding in dark 

underground tunnels. To light the way she 

wore a wreath of candles on her head. Even-

tually Lucia was arrested and martyred. 

 On her feast day the eldest daughter in 

each family dresses in a white dress with a 

red sash, and wears an evergreen wreath 

with seven lighted candles on her head. She 

(very carefully) carries coffee and buns to 

each family member in his or her room. Many 

schools, offices, and communities sponsor 

Lucia processions in which carol are sung 

and everyone thanks the Queen of Light for 

bringing hope during the darkest time of the 

year.  

 On Christmas Eve a certain Christmas 

gnome, known as the tomte, emerges from 

his home under the floor of the house or the 

barn. He carries a sack over his shoulder and 

leaves gifts for all.  

 

Christmas In WALES   

 Caroling is particularly popular in Wales 

where it is called eisteddfodde and is often 

accompanied by a harp. In some rural areas a 

villager is chosen to be the Mari llwyd. This 

person travels around the town draped in 

white and carrying a horse's skull on a long 

pole. Anyone given the "bite" by the horse's 

jaws must pay a fine.  

Christmas In BETHLEHEM  

 The little town where Jesus is said to 

have been born is the site of the Church of 

the Nativity, which is ablaze with flags and 

decorations every Christmas. On Christmas 

Eve natives and visitors alike crowd the 

church's doorways and stand on the roof to 

watch for the dramatic annual procession. 

Galloping horsemen and police mounted on 

Arabian horses lead the parade. They are 

followed by solitary horseman carrying a 

cross and sitting astride a coal-black steed. 

Then come the churchmen and government 

officials. The procession solemnly enters 

the doors and places an ancient effigy of 

the Holy Child in the church. Deep winding 

stairs lead to a grotto where visitors find a 

silver star marking the site of the birth of 

Jesus.  

 Christian homes in Bethlehem are 

marked by a cross painted over the door 

and each home displays a homemade man-

ger scene. A star is set up on a pole in the 

village square. .  

  

Christmas In BRITISH ISLES  

 Many of our current American ideals 

about the way Christmas ought to be derive 

from the English Victorian Christmas, such 

as that described in Charles Dickens' A 

Christmas Carol. The caroling, the gifts, the 

feast, and the wishing of good cheer to all - 

these ingredients came together to create 

that special Christmas atmosphere.  

 The custom of gift-giving on Christ-

mas dates only to Victorian times. Before 

then it was more common to exchange gifts 

on New Year's Day or Twelfth Night. Santa 

Claus is known by British children as Father 

Christmas. Father Christmas, these days, is 

quite similar to the American Santa, but his 

direct ancestor is a certain pagan spirit 

who regularly appeared in medieval mum-

mer's plays. The old-fashioned Father 

Christmas was depicted wearing long robes 

with sprigs of holly in his long white hair. 

Children write letters to Father Christmas 

detailing their requests, but instead of drop-

ping them in the mailbox, the letters are 

tossed into the fireplace. The draft carries 
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the letters up the chimney, and theoretical-

ly, Father Christmas reads the smoke. Gifts 

are opened Christmas afternoon.  

 From the English we get a story to ex-

plain the custom of hanging stockings from 

the mantelpiece. Father Christmas once 

dropped some gold coins while coming 

down the chimney. The coins would have 

fallen through the ash grate and been lost if 

they hadn't landed in a stocking that had 

been hung out to dry. Since that time chil-

dren have continued to hang out stockings 

in hopes of finding them filled with gifts.  

 The custom of singing carols at 

Christmas is also of English origin. During 

the middle ages, groups of serenades called 

"waits" would travel around from house to 

house singing ancient carols and spreading 

the holiday spirit. The word "carol" means 

"song of joy." Most of the popular old carols 

we sing today were written in the nine-

teenth century.  

 The hanging of greens, such as holly 

and ivy, is a British winter tradition with ori-

gins far before the Christian era. Greenery 

was probably used to lift sagging winter spir-

its and remind the people that spring was 

not far away. The custom of kissing under 

the mistletoe is descended from ancient Dru-

id rites. The decorating of Christmas trees, 

though primarily a German custom, has been 

widely popular in England since 1841 when 

Prince Albert had a Christmas tree set up in 

Windsor Castle for his wife Queen Victoria, 

and their children.  

 The word "wassail" is derived from the 

Anglo-Saxon phrase waes hael, which means 

"good health." Originally, wassail was a bev-

erage made of mulled ale, curdled cream, 

roasted apples, nuts, eggs, and spices. It 

was served for the purpose of enhancing the 

general merriment of the season. Like many 

of the ancient customs, "wassailing" has a 

legend to explain its origin. It seems that a 

beautiful Saxon maiden named Rowena pre-

sented Prince Vortigen with a bowl of wine 

while toasting him with the words "Waes 

hael." Over the centuries a great deal of cer-

emony had developed around the custom of 

drinking wassail. The bowl is carried into a 

room with great fanfare, a traditional carol 

about the drink is sung, and finally, the 

steaming hot beverage is served.  

 For many years in England, a roasted 

boar's head has been associated with Holi-

day feasting. The custom probably goes 

back to the Norse practice of sacrificing a 

boar at Yuletide in honor of the god Freyr. 

One story tells of a student at Oxford's 

Queen College who was attacked on Christ-

mas Day by a wild boar. All he had in his 

hand to use as a weapon was his copy of Ar-

istotle, so he shoved the book down the 

boar's throat. Wanting to retrieve his book, 

the student cut off the animal's head and 

brought it back to the college where it was 

served for Christmas dinner with much pomp 

and ceremony.  

 The celebration of Boxing Day, which 

takes place on December 26 - the feast of 

St. Stephen, is a part of the holiday season 

unique to Great Britain. Traditionally, it is on 

this day that the alms box at every English 

church is opened and the contents are dis-

tributed to the poor. Also, this is the day that 
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servants traditionally got the day off to cele-

brate with their families. It became tradition-

al for working people to break open their tip 

boxes on this day. Boxing Day began in the 

mid-nineteenth century when the custom of 

tipping by rich persons to persons in service 

positions had apparently gotten out of hand. 

Children and others pretended to be in the 

trades and solicited tips. The custom was ex-

panded to giving to anyone and everyone 

who had less money than you did, and soon 

the streets at Christmastime were full of ag-

gressive soliciting of tips. To contain the nui-

sance "Boxing Day" was designated as the 

one day for giving to the less fortunate.  

 

Christmas In IRAN  

  Iran, formerly Persia, is the land where 

the Three Wise men are believed to have 

lived when Jesus was born. Today Christians 

in Iran begin fasting from animal products on 

December 1. This is called "Little Fast." "Big 

Fast" occurs during Lent, the six weeks pre-

ceding Easter. After Church service of De-

cember 25 they enjoy Christmas dinner which 

they call "Little Feast." A traditional dish is a 

chicken stew called harasa. Gifts are gener-

ally not exchanged but children get new 

clothes which they wear proudly on Christ-

mas Day.  

 

Christmas In IRELAND  

  St. Stephen's Day is celebrated in Ire-

land in a different way, but is similar to Box-

ing Day in that it also has to do with the so-

licitation of money. Young men is extrava-

gant dress, sometimes wearing masks, pa-

rade noisily through the streets in the Wren 

Boys' Procession. They carry long pole on top 

of which is attached a holly bush. The bush 

supposedly contains a captured wren, and for 

whose sake the young men beg for money.  

 

Christmas In JAPAN  

 Christmas was introduced in Japan by 

the Christian missionaries, and for many 

years the only people who celebrated it were 
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those who had turned to the Christian faith. 

But now the Christmas season in Japan is 

full of meaning and is almost universally ob-

served. The idea of exchanging gifts seems 

to appeal strongly to the Japanese people. 

The tradesmen have commercialized Christ-

mas just as our western shops have done. 

For several weeks before the day, the stores 

shout Christmas. There are decorations and 

wonderful displays of appropriate gifts for 

men, women, and children -- especially chil-

dren. 

 The story of the Child Jesus born in a 

manger is fascinating to the little girls of Ja-

pan, for they love anything having to do with 

babies. In the scene of the Nativity they be-

come familiar for the first time with a cradle, 

for Japanese babies never sleep in cradles. 

 Many western customs in observing 

Christmas have been adopted by the Japa-

nese. Besides exchanging gifts they eat tur-

key on Christmas Day, and in some places 

there are even community Christmas trees. 

They decorate their houses with evergreens 

and mistletoe, and in 

some homes Christ-

mas carols are sung 

gaily. 

 In Japan there 

is a god or priest 

known as Hoteiosho, 

who closely resem-

bles our Santa Claus. 

He is always pic-

tured as a kind old 

man carrying a huge 

pack. He is thought 

to have eyes in the 

back of his head. It is 

well for the children to be good when this all

-seeing gentleman is abroad. 

 New Year's Day is the most important 

day of the whole calendar in Japan. On New 

Year's Eve the houses are cleaned thorough-

ly from top to bottom, and are decorated for 

the morrow. when everything has been 

made clean and neat the people of the 

house dress themselves in their finest 
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clothes. Then the father of the household 

marches through the house, followed by all 

the family, and drives the evil spirits out. He 

throws dried beans into every corner bidding 

the evil spirits withdraw and good luck enter. 

 

Christmas In NETHERLANDS 

 In the Netherlands St. Nicholas is 

known as Sinterklaas. Dutch children are told 

that he sails from Spain on his feast day, De-

cember 5. They fill their shoes with hay and 

sugar for his horse and awake to find them 

filled with gifts such as nuts and candy. 

 Sometimes Sinterklaas appears in per-

son in the children's homes, bearing a strik-

ing resemblance to the children's father or an 

uncle. He questions the children about their 

behavior during the past year. In the past he 

carried a birch rod, but these days he is more 

kindly.  

 The people of Twente in east Holland 

hold a special Advent ceremony in which spe-

cial horns are blown to chase away evil spir-

its and to announce the birth of Christ. Horns 

are homemade out of one-year-old saplings 

and are three or four feet long. Blown over 

wells, they sound a deep tone, similar to a fog-

horn. 

 

Christmas In NORWAY  

 Like the other Scandinavian countries, 

Norway has its gift-bearing little gnome or elf. 

Known as Julebukk or "Christmas buck," he 

appears as a goat-like creature. Julebukk 

harkens back to Viking times when pagans 

worshipped Thor and his goat. During pagan 

celebrations a person dressed in a goatskin, 

carrying a goat head, would burst in upon the 

party and during the course of evening would 

"die" and return to life. 

 During the early Christian era, the goat 

began to take the form of the devil, and would 

appear during times of wild merry-making and 

jubilation. By the end of the Middle Ages, the 

game was forbidden by the Church and the 

state. In more recent times the goat has 

emerged in the tamer form of Julebukk.  

 

Christmas In PORTUGAL  

 Christmas is celebrated in much the 

same way in Portugal as it is in Spain. The 

Portugese enjoy an additional feast, called 

consoada, in the early morning hours of Christ-

mas Day. They set extra places at the table 

for alminhas a penar ("the souls of the dead"). 

In some areas crumbs are left on the hearth 

for these souls, a custom that derives from 

the ancient practice of entrusting seeds to the 
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dead in hopes that they will provide a 

bountiful harvest.  

Christmas In RUSSIA  

 St. Nicholas is especially popular in 

Russia. The legend is that the 11th-

century Prince Vladimir traveled to Con-

stantinople to be baptized, and returned 

with stories of miracles performed by St. 

Nicholas of Myra. Since then many Eastern 

Orthodox Churches have been named for 

the saint, and to this day, Nicholas is one 

of the most common names for Russian 

boys. The feast of St. Nicholas (December 

6) was observed for many centuries, but 

after the communist revolution, the cele-

bration of the feast was suppressed. Dur-

ing the communist years St. Nicholas was 

transformed into Grandfather Frost.  

 Other religious traditions were sup-

pressed during the communist era. Before 

the revolution, a figure called Babouschka 

would bring gifts for the children. Like Ita-

ly's La Befana, the story is that Babousch-

ka failed to give food and shelter to the 

three wise men during their journey to vis-

it the Christ Child. According to tradition, 

she still roams the countryside searching 

for the Christ Child and visiting the homes 

of children during the Christmas season. 

Babouschka never completely disap-

peared, and now in the post-communist 

era, has returned openly. Christmas trees 

were also banned by the Communist re-

gime, but people continued to trim their 

"New Year's" trees.  

 Most Christian Russians belong to 

the Eastern Orthodox Church, and it is 

customary to fast until after the first 

church service on Christmas Eve. Christ-

mas Eve dinner is meatless but festive. 

The most important ingredient is a special 

porridge called kutya. It is made of wheat 

berries or other grains which symbolize 

hope and immortality, and honey and pop-

py seeds which ensure happiness, suc-

cess, and untroubled rest. A ceremony in-

volving the blessing of the home is fre-

quently observed. A priest visits the home 

accompanied by boys carrying vessels of 

holy water, and a little water is sprinkled 
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in each room. The kutya is eaten from a com-

mon dish to symbolize unity.  

 

Christmas In SCOTLAND  

 The Scots celebrate Christmas rather 

somberly and reserve their merriment for 

New Year's Eve which is called Hogmanay. 

This word may derive from a kind of oat cake 

that was traditionally given to children on 

New Year's Eve. The first person to set foot 

in a residence in a New Year is thought to 

profoundly affect the fortunes of the inhabit-

ants. Generally strangers are thought to 

bring good luck. Depending on the area, it 

may be better to have a dark-haired or fair-

haired stranger set foot in the house. This 

tradition is widely known as "first footing."  

 

Christmas In SPAIN  

 Christmas is a deeply religious holiday 

in Spain. The country's patron saint is the 

Virgin Mary and the Christmas season offi-

cially begins December 8, the feast of the Im-

maculate Conception. It is celebrated each 

year in front of the great Gothic cathedral in 

Seville with a ceremony called los Seises or 

the "dance of six." Oddly, the elaborate ritual 

dance is now performed by not six but ten 

elaborately costumed boys. It is a series of 

precise movements and gestures and is said 

to be quite moving and beautiful.  

 Christmas Eve is known as No-

chebuena or "the Good Night." It is a time for 

family members to gather together to rejoice 

and feast around the Nativity scenes that are 

present in nearly every home. A traditional 

Christmas treat is turron, a kind of almond 

candy.  

 December 28 is the feast of the Holy 

Innocents. Young boys of a town or village 

light bonfires and one of them acts as the 

mayor who orders townspeople to perform 

civic chores such as sweeping the streets. 

Refusal to comply results in fines which are 

used to pay for the celebration.  

 As in many European countries, the 

children of Spain receive gifts on the feast of 

the Epiphany. The Magi are particularly 

revered in Spain. It is believed that they trav-

el through the countryside reenacting their 
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an so poor, says a Ukrainian folk tale, that she 

could not afford Christmas decorations for her 

family. One Christmas morning, she awoke to 

find that spiders had trimmed her children’s 

tree with their webs. When the morning sun 

shone on them, the webs turned to silver and 

gold. An artificial spider and web are often in-

cluded in the decorations on Ukrainian Christ-

mas trees. 

 At Christmas, it is tradi-

tional to exchange kisses be-

neath the mistletoe tree. In 

ancient Scandinavia, mistle-

toe was associated with 

peace and friendship. That 

may account for the custom of 

"kissing beneath the mistle-

toe". 

 'Klaxon' is a name that does not belong 

to one of Santa’s reindeer. A klaxon is actual-

ly a powerful electric horn. Its name comes 

from a German word meaning "shriek". 

 In many households, part of the fun of 

eating Christmas pudding is finding a trinket 

that predicts your fortune for the coming year. 

journey to Bethlehem every year at this time. 

Children leave their shoes on the windowsills 

and fill them with straw, carrots, and barley 

or the horses of the Wise Men. Their favorite 

is Balthazar who rides a donkey and is the 

one believed to leave the gifts.  

 

Christmas In VENEZUELA  

 Venezuelans attend a daily early morn-

ing church service between December 16th 

and 24th called Misa de Aguinaldo ("Early 

Morning Mass.") In Caracas, the capital city, 

it is customary to roller-skate to this service 

and many neighborhoods close the streets to 

cars until 8 a.m. Before bedtime children tie 

one end of a piece of string to their big toe 

and hang the other out the window. The next 

morning, roller skaters give a tug to any 

string they see hanging. After Mass everyone 

enjoys tostados and coffee.  

 Here are some Christmas related facts 

that will arouse your interest : In the Ukraine, 

if you find a spider web in the house on 

Christmas morning, it is believed to be a har-

binger of good luck! There once lived a wom-
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For instance, finding a coin means you will 

become wealthy. A ring means you will get 

married; while a button predicts bachelor-

hood. The idea of hiding something in the 

pudding comes from the tradition in the Mid-

dle Ages of hiding a bean in a cake that was 

served on Twelfth Night. Whoever found the 

bean became "king" for the rest of the night. 

 Frumenty was a spiced porridge, en-

joyed by both rich and poor. It was a forerun-

ner of modern Christmas puddings. It is 

linked in legend to the Celtic god Dagda, who 

stirred a porridge made up of all the good 

things of the earth. 

 In Greek legend, malicious creatures 

called Kallikantzaroi sometimes play trouble-

some pranks at Christmas time. In order to 

get rid of them, salt or an old shoe is burnt. 

The pungent burning stench drives off, or at 

least helps discourage, the Kallikantzaroi. 

Other techniques include hanging a pig’s jaw-

bone by the door and keeping a large fire so 

they can’t sneak down the chimney. 

 The poinsettia is a traditional Christ-

mas flower. In Mexico (its original birth-

place), the poinsettia is known as the 

"Flower of the Holy Night". 

 Louis Prang, a Bavarian-born lithogra-

pher who came to the USA from Germany in 

the 19th century, popularized the sending of 

printed Christmas cards. He invented a way of 

reproducing color oil paintings, the 

"chromolithograph technique", and created a 

card with the message "Merry Christmas" as a 

way of showing it off. 

 The "Urn of Fate" is part of the Christ-

mas celebrations in many Italian households. 

 The Urn of Fate is brought out on Christ-

mas Eve. It holds a wrapped present for every-

one. The mother tries her luck first, then the 

others in turn. If you get a present with your 

name on it, you keep it; otherwise, you put it 

back and try again. 

 In Sweden, a common Christmas deco-

ration is the Julbukk, a small figurine of a 

goat. It is usually made of straw. Scandinavi-

an Christmas festivities feature a variety of 

straw decorations in the form of stars, angels, 

hearts and other shapes, as well as the Jul-

bukk. 

 One of oldest Christmas symbols is the 

Candy Cane. It represents the Shepherd's 

Crook, as for the Shepherds were one of first 

to experience the birth of Jesus.   

 The wide red stripe represents the sac-

rifice of Christ -- "For by the stripes we are 

healed". As for the red narrow stripes, it rep-

resents our own sacrifices  --  "in giving", and 

the white stripe is a symbol of purity. 

 In the Old Testament, the peppermint 

plant is a member of the hyssop family, a med-

icine herb which is used for cleansing. 

The ritual of breaking bread is still a custom 

in many countries, as Christ's body was bro-
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PLAYERS  

EVERY MONDAY  

NOON TO 5PM 

AT THE CHAMBER BLDG 

GOT QUESTIONS??? 

CALL RON: 928-970-0148 

 

Flag Display Days 
Feb. President Day    3rd Monday 
May V.E. Day     May 8th 
May Armed Forces Day    3rd Saturday 
May Memorial Day    Last Monday 
May Memorial Day    May 30th
 (Memorial Service at Cemetery) 
June Flag Day                    June 14th 
July Independence Day   July 4th 
Sept. Labor Day    1st Monday 
Sept. V.J. Day     Sept. 2 
 (Formal Surrender) 
Sept. POW-MIA Day    3rd Friday 
Nov. Veterans Day    Nov. 11th 
Dec. Pearl Harbor Day     Dec. 7th 
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ken for you. The same custom goes for the 

candy cane, brake the candy cane and share 

it with somebody, thus sharing in the sweet-

ness  of the true meaning of Christmas. 

 

The Story of Gingerbread  

 Most early immigrants to North America 

came from Europe, therefore 

most customs are from Euro-

pean origin. 

 Gingerbread is traced 

to Europe back to the 11th 

century. Crusader returning 

from the Middle East and 

brought back among other 

items a spice -- ginger. Soon after, different 

varieties of gingerbread appeared throughout 

western Europe. The variations varied widely 

from sweet, dark, spicy, soft or crusty, the on-

ly common characteristic was the ginger 

spice.  

 Gingerbread, the name comes from the 

Latin word "Zingebar", and was not used until 

the 15th century. By that time, gingerbread 

gained great popularity, especially in Germa-

ny and France. Bakers in both countries 

formed their own guilds, which gave them 

exclusive rights to make and sell the bread. 

However, a law was formed which prohibits 

them to produce gingerbread at Eastern and 

Christmas ("Government Red Tape" was 

well established). This law was eliminated 

in the 16th century, because of the populari-

ty and favorite attraction of Gingerbread 

Bakers at market places, were gingerbread 

was freshly baked. Gingerbread gained such 

popularity at the already famous "Christ kin-

dles market", in Nuremberg, Germany, that 

it was called the "Gingerbread Capital of 

the World". 

 The first gingerbread houses were 

made in Germany. Children story writer, 

Brothers Grimm, made them famous in the 

very popular fairy tale "Hansel and Gretel". 

The story featured a gingerbread house, 

which was called "Hexenhäuschen", (Witch 

House. The story goes, ...in which two lost 

children came upon and nibbled on the 

sweet gingerbread house, the evil witch 

caught and imprisoned them).  

Continued next week 
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Information is deemed to be reliable, but is not guaranteed. 

Romaine Heap, REALTOR® 
928-978-9117 

romaine@bishoprealty.com 
  
  
  
  

 
THE BEST MOVE YOU WILL EVER MAKE! 

Lacey Whitehead, REALTOR® 
928-812-5945 

lacey@bishoprealty.com 

  45596 Hwy. 188, Suite A., Tonto Basin   

 

coldwellbanker.com 

NEW LISTING  297 S 

Wade 

Schandley: Motivated 

Seller. This 2008 cus-

tom Fleetwood home 

features 1620 sq. ft., 3 

bedrooms, 2 baths, cus-

tom kitchen cabinets, 

island breakfast bar, 

walk-in pantry, split 

floor plan with walk-in 

closets in each bed-

room. New appliances, newly remodeled bathrooms, 

new wood laminate flooring. Detached oversized garage 

(needs work) w/bathroom. Private well & storage tank. 

Views of Four Peaks and surrounding mountains. Proper-

ty borders open ranch land, horses OK. MLS 87733 

$265,000  

 

NEW LISTING 170 W 

Boulder Ave: This beau-

tiful site-built home fea-

tures open floor plan, 3 

bedrooms (2 Master 

Suits) and two bath-

rooms, 10' ceilings, 18'' 

ceramic tile floors ex-

cept in bedrooms, and 

panoramic views. Mas-

ter suite has french 

doors that open up to a 

covered patio, jetted tub, double bathroom sinks, and 

walk in shower. Living room features large picture win-

dow and French door out to rear patio. Stainless steel 

appliances, walk-in pantry, large island, and lots of cabi-

net space in the kitchen. 609 sq ft oversized garage with 

built-in shelves, and rear access door. MLS 87778 

$330,000  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We Offer Notary Services”   

NEW LISTING  205 

S Rio Salado 

Ln: Fixer-upper, or 

tear down this 

12x50 mobile 

home w/Add-ons 

and move in your 

new manufactured 

home, or build 

your new home. 

Nice views of all 

surrounding moun-

tains. Only 10 miles to the Indian Point boat launch 

at Roosevelt Lake for great fishing and water-

sports.  MLS 87610 $72,000  

 

NEW LISTING  255 E 

Rainbow Lane:  Per-

fect Lake House 

Retreat, all set up 

and ready for all 

your toys.  This sin-

glewide has been 

completely remod-

eled on the inside; 

sheetrock walls, 

dual pane windows 

with wood blinds, 

laminate flooring, kitchen cabinets, refrigerator, 

dishwasher, built in microwave, & stove, custom 

bathroom tile floors, showers & vanities, 4 AC win-

dow units & wired for mini split system, electric 

wall heater units, recessed lighting in kitchen and 

master bathroom, Covered front deck with swamp 

cooler, back covered deck & paver patio. Covered 

RV parking (12x45x13.3'/15'at peak), tons of uncov-

ered concreate parking, fully fenced with chain-link 

fencing with RV gates,  and large storage 

shed.  MLS 87509  $172,000  

 

SOLD- 100 A-B N Mining Company Road: Secluded 

3.20-acre parcel with large pecan trees, capped 

well, partially fenced. Borders Tonto National For-

est on the east. Great RV lot with lots of shade, 

creek access on the northeast corner.                   
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MEETINGS & EVENTS PLUS 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS FOR 

TONTO  BASIN,  
For Situation updates & Non-Emergency        

messaging, call the Gila County HOTLINE  
(928) 402-8888 or toll free 800-304-4452.  

 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:   
emsdept@co.gila,az,us 
Emergency:  9-1-1 
Road Conditions:  5-1-1 
 
APS 
Ashley Bunch 
602-448-2482 
ashley.bunch@aps.com 
 
 
TONTO BASIN POST OFFICE 
(928) 479-2210 
 
GILA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
Don Engler 
928-961-0272 
dangler@gilacountyaz.gov 
 
USFS-DISTRICT RANGER 
Jeremy Plain 
602-225-5395 work 
928-595-0865 mobile 
jeremy.plain@usda.gov 
 
GILA COUNTY ROADS DEPT, TB SUPERVISOR 
Mark Cline 
928-978-4209 
 
GILA COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 
Anthony Puskaric 
 
apuskaric@gilacountyaz.gov 
 
ADOT, HWY MAINT SUPERINTENDENT 
George W. Collaco 
928-402-5619 work 
928-200-6452 Mobile 
gcollaco@azdot.gov 
 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE meet the 3rd Thurs-
day of every month at 9:30 A.M. at the Chamber build-
ing. www.tontobasinchamber.org     
 
FORT RENO VFW POST 8807 meets 4th Saturday 
of the month 9 AM 
 
FORT RENO POST 8807 TONTO BASIN AZ 
CHARTEDED JUNE 1983, SERVING OUR COMMU-
NITY & SURROUNDING AREA FOR 39 YEARS, IS 
HONORED TO HAVE THE VFW AUXILIARY AS 
PART OF POST 8807 TONTO BASIN CHARTERED 
AUGUST 13, 2022.  ANYONE INTERESTED IN 
JOINING OUR GREAT ORGANIZATION CALL 
KANDIE 928-514-8532 OR VICKY 623-337-3039 
FOR MORE INFORMATION.  MEETINGS AT POST 
8807 THE 4TH SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 11AM 
 
MENS CARD CLUB  Every Monday Noon—5PM    
held at the Tonto Basin Chamber bldg.  Call  
Ron 928-970-0148 for information 

 
SIERRA ANCHO LADY CARD PLAYERS: come join us to 
play/learn CRAZY CANASTA Wednesday 9AM-3PM at 
the Chamber of Commerce Building - Break for lunch @ 
11:30AM  
 
TONTO BASIN LIBRARY   
PHONE:  (928) 479-2355 
HOURS:   MON. -  FRI. 8:00A.M.- 4 P.M. 
ALSO OFFERS OTHER SERVICES:  FAX, COPIES, & 
PUBLIC COMPUTER/PRINTER FOR NOMINAL FEE.   
 
PUNKIN CENTER BAR’S  FLEA MARKET IS HELD every 
other week on SATURDAY Stop by Punkin Center to 
sign up for your “FREE” Space. 
 
TONTO BASIN KIWANIS CLUB  
KIWANISTONTOBASIN@GMAIL.COM 
 
NOTICE 

 KIWANIS MEETINGS ARE HELD EVERY 

FRIDAY AT 8AM AT THE COMMUNITY 
CENTER, NEXT TO THE THRIFT STORE. 

 KIWANIS THRIFT STORE IS OPEN EVE-

RY THURSDAY, FRIDAY, AND SATURDAY 9:00AM 
TO 2:00PM. DONATIONS ACCEPTED 9:00AM TO 
1:30 PM. WE NO LONGER ACCEPT COUCHES, OR 
MATTRESSES. 

 BINGO STARTS SEPT. 8TH. DOORS OPEN AT 5:30, 

CARD SALES BY 6:15, GAME STARTS 6:30 
PROMPTLY. DOOR PRIZES TWICE EVERY NIGHT! 
GAMES START AT $10. 

 VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED AT THE THRIFT 

STORE, IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE FILL 
OUT A VOLUNTEER FORM AT THE THRIFT STORE, 
OR FEEL FREE TO ATTEND A MEETING. YOU DO 
NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER TO VOLUNTEER IN 
THE PROCESSING ROOM. ANY QUESTIONS 
PLEASE CONTACT US AT:  
KIWANISTONTOBASIN@GMAIL.COM 

 
TRASH/ APPLIANCES/JUNK 
PRICE $1.00 FOR 1ST 1,000 POUNDS!!!  
Regular price over 1,000 
2nd Saturday every month. 
 
Buckhead Mesa Landfill, Payson, AZ: 
North from Payson on Highway 87, across from the 
Natural Bridge, mile post 263. One mile east to site. 
1321 E. Buckhead Mesa Landfill Rd. 
Summer and Winter Hours - Monday through Saturday 
8:00am to 4:00pm. Closed Sundays and Holidays 
(928) 476-3350 
 
Russell Gulch Landfill, Globe, AZ: 
Between Globe and Miami, close to Little Acres. West 
on US-60 on Russell Road, 1.6 Mile to site 
5891 E. Hope Lane 
 
Winter Hours - Monday through Saturday 8:00 am to 
4:00 pm. Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 
Summer Hours - Monday through Saturday 6:00 am to 
4:00 pm.  Closed Sundays and Holidays 
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Rambo Realty & Investment 
Margaret Rambo, Broker 928-978-0260 

email: margaret@ramborealty.com 
Curt Rambo, JR, 623-570-6221  Kari Rambo, 

602-565-5701 

LOTS-ACREAGE  
NEW TO MARKET– RR131 E Freedom Ln Great 
Investment!  .67 ac lot has septic installed & 
water meter. Permit for electric ready for your RV, 
Manufactured home or site built.  West boundary 
is 231 ft of HWY 188 frontage $99,500 MLS87449 
 
NEW TO MARKET RR63 Four Peaks Rd  Fantastic 
Views .29 ac Lot R1. County maintained paed 
road, util to lot line.  Manufactured or site uilt 
1034 sq ft.  Call for more information $44,900 
MLS87488 
 
RR84C W Ocotillo Prime 1/2 acre lot in “site built 
homes only” area.  Water & elec to lot line.  GU 
zoning w/deed restrictions for 1500 sq ft site built 
home w/matching gar.  Close to TNF trails!  
$48,900.  MLS87068 
 
RR#1 N Bethel Ln.  First time offer for sale! 
Beautiful .75 acre parcel Zoned GU.  Access from 
Bethel Ln.  119.47 ft HWY frontage. Water & 
power available from Bethel Ln  Close to 
Roosevelt Lake & TNF trails.  $74,900 MLS86768 
 
RR A. 5531 S. Burton Ln Beautiful View! 1.29 ac 
level parcel.  GU zoning, water lines at lot line, 
APS elec avail. RV use OK $129,000 MLS87020 
 
RR105 J S Bobcat Trl Fantastic views in area of 
nice homes.  GU zoning 1.61 acres surveyed into 
two parcels,  No restrictions!  $195,000 MLS87008 
 
RR E 5531 S Burton Dr South Panoramic views! 
This 5 acres has it all.  Level w/ desert vegetation 
Plus canyon views overlooking Tonto Creek.  
Water, Phone & Elec aval.  $259,000  MLS87016 
 
RR #5 N. Bethel Ln. Beautiful .75 acre parcel 
Zoned GU. Access from Bethel Ln. 119.47 Hwy 
frontage. Water & power available $74,900 
MLS86771 
 
RR #4 N. Bethel Ln. Ideal central location! .75 
acres 283 ft of HWY frontage w/access & utilities 
from Bethel Ln $74,900 MLS86770 

 

RR517 W Desert Breeze Lane Prime location for 
any use. GU zonng.  White vinyl fencing along 156’ 
Hwy 188 frontage, wood privacy fencing across 
back.  Currently an RV lot w/septic, power & 
water on lot.  Tall RV-port, two RV hook ups. Drive 
in and plug into utilities! $109,900 MLS# 

RR172 N Cordova St. 3bd/3ba 2772 sq ft douple 
carport, RV Parking, partially fenced 1.37 ac 

Go to: www.ramborealty.com for ALL Local MLS LISTING  Or just Google the property address for all details! 

Spacious mnf’d home w/split floor plan, island 
kit., garden tub in master, cov’d patio & lush 
landscaping. $399,900 MLS87773 

REDUCED-RR225 E Rainbow Ln Great Price!  
Totally remodeled in 1995 full Trusse roof w/add 
on Living, laundry & 1/2 bath.  Drywall & 
upgraded kitchen dining, living rm. Enjoy 
oversized 432 sq ft screened patio outdoor 
family/game rm. Fenced back yard.  Storage 
bldg., steel carport.  RV hook-ups. Garden plot & 
BBQ area.  $169,900 MLS87718 

RR169 W Ironwood. You’ll LOVE the View and 
quiet location of this 2020 Fleetwood MH 1,056 
sq ft., 3bd/2ba. On .33 oversized lot w/plenty of 
room for lg garage Fenced back yard, open paver 
patio, all ppl including w/d Must See! $349,900.  
MLS87545 

REDUCED RR359 W Raven Cliff.  You’ll love all 
the upgrades to this site Built home! .50 Ac. 
1,520 sq ft 3bd/2ba., spacious living rm & island 
breakfast bar. Concrete counters, stained 
concrete flooring. Oversized laundry & pantry. 
Fenced Back yard, full RV hook ups, storage att 
to dble car garage, extra parking in rear.  
$409,000 MLS87540 

RR183 W Forest PL Peaceful quiet setting! .54 
acres fenced garden area, fruit trees, she trees, 
private well.  Two story garage w/finished full 
upstairs living quarters. 1 1/2 bath.  Home has 
open great room. 2/bd/1ba, covered front porch & 
rear patios. 2 stor bldgs. Much more. A Must see! 
$419,000 MLS87571 

RR171 N Greenback Dr. .83 acres 1,795 sq ft 
2005 Fleetwood MH. Beautifully updated home in 
nice neighborhood. Large fam. Rm w/space for 
office, split floor plan, 3bd/2ba., pantry & all 
appliances.  DBL gar+parking for RV & extra 
toys. Lg shop & rear cov’d patio $345,000 
MLS87333 

RR176 E Shelby Ln. Private setting on 1.36 ac 
1,896 sq ft 3bd/2ba 1996 Redman MH., w/,metal 
roof. Front cov’d patio w/hot tub, storage w, 
elec., ATV carport. Shared well, Backyard 
fenced, stone insulated garden shed, Chicken 
coop. Quiet living 10 min from Roosevelt Lake. 
$350,000.  MLS86300 

 


