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Project:

Inspired by the story Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, students use Origami/recycled paper to create Origami flowers. Students will experiment with specific Origami techniques and work on critical thinking with text.

Objectives:

· Students will learn about the origins of Origami.
· Students will read “Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes”, by Eleanor Coerr
· Students will make authentic connections with the text in different ways (for example– text to text, text to self, text to world.)
· Students will learn basic geometric shapes and vocabulary (for example– mountain and valley folds, congruent polygons, angle bisectors)
· Students will create Origami flowers- lotus, rose, cornflower.

Standard Common Core Student Objectives: This may be changed depending on the subject, such as a math lesson or a “Peace/art” curriculum.

· Historical and Cultural Content
· Literary Connections

Procedure:

READ: The story or an excerpt of Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, or watch the movie or part of the movie.

INTRODUCE: Students to Origami and its origins, as well as key concepts.

SHOW: Give students examples of finished Origami projects. Then introduce the materials, then review the steps.

INSTRUCTIONS: Teachers will either hand out instructions and/or teach their class themselves. 

CREATE: Students will create the Origami flower(s).


Project Steps:

See instructions.


History:
This can be simplified or elaborated upon depending on the grade level.

Origami come from the Japanese words “Oru” which means “to fold”, and “Kami” which means “paper”. The art form dates back to the late 1600s. It is traditionally done from a single sheet of paper that has no cuts. 

History of Hiroshima and the Atomic Bomb (optional).

There are mathematical and technical applications for Origami that are used today. Origami concepts are used in airbags that deploy from cars, our space satellites, and also in various computer programs (just a brief introduction to how big origami can be– optional).


