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In this age of merry mashups,
few fusions have offered quite as
much potential for delectable
irony on a stag
the three singing Bronte sisters.

Actually, there was a brother,
as well, in this 19th-century
retinue of literary siblings, and
bless his heart, Branwell Bronte
gets equal hi]inm with his more
famous sisters in “The Brontes,”
a delightful musical satire at the
C‘ﬂp’;m} Erlngﬂ }*F*htﬁai bmugm

pilmmg ‘tu.l.ii_‘a m _sz} I\iﬁq
Lizzie's Roadside Revue.

Set to the bluegrass and rock-
inflected compositions of Steve

MeWilliams and Debra Buonac-

corsi, “The Brontes” is an It

e as the idea of

press
travel into Dizzy Miss Lizzie's
1m¢g;rm‘m}n In fact, at less than
G0 minutes, the pr{}dm:*tmz} and
its cast of nine — several of
whom do L’I{Hllﬂ? {iﬁt}r ::m h..m-:,i
members — b
audience’s agﬁﬁet&m fm Hw mit‘i‘*
amusements they brandish.
Mind ymL 1 Saw. llu 'H ron-
bluiuu’ig ;z.ﬁ:et*nm}ri wh{* n you
u.mid have poac l“at?- L4 salmon on
a bare seat. Yes, I wanted to
escape the o p pl, essive atmos-
phere, but not even under the
threat of imminent heat stroke
did 1 consider ;mwmfﬁ A mo-
ment. Thanks to directors Rick
Hammerly and Buonaccors: and
4 cadre of marvelous actor-en-
tertainers — among them, Dani
Stoller, Matthew Schieigh, Lau-
ra Keena and Buonaccorsi her-
self — cool was the E}Itiﬂlmh
theatrical front.

These four performers play

the Brontes, with Stoller as
Emily (author of “Wuthering

ive vehicle on which 1o

ture des

Heights™) and Buonaccorsi por-

traying Charlotte (“Jane Eyre”).
Through a dozen songs (and &

series of, ves, artful metaphors),
family troubles spill out, prema-
wths are recounted and

plots of famous novels reenact-
ed. The tragic epiphany of the
disappointed Anne Bronte 18
hauntingly rendered by Keena
in the show's most resonant
number, “Anne’s Song,” while
Sehleigh brings charm and tech-
nical skill m the rock bailad
“Ciod Knows.

Gillian ;Z;?f""i‘wih and Jordan
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and designer Maria Royals
mashes things up vibrantly, too,

.:.!ﬁ'.

in the eve-catching get-ups she

assembles from three centuries
of fashion. It’s all put together
with so much wit and pmmuhﬁ
that one hopes the revue, hving
up to its name, gets to take “The
Brontes” on t’iw 1o mﬁl




