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Please Pray for / Por Favor, Ora Por...

/q» Healing, comfort, and/or improvement for/ Curacion,
comodidad y/o mejoria para: Katrina Evans, Evie
Hathorn, Bill Mathis, Vern Belner, Steve and Peggie
Clapp, Barbara and Joe Zoglman, Wade Wiggington,
Linda Kelley, Jeanette Rodriguez, Pat Oliverio,
Robert Ball, Martha Howell, Patrick and Betty
(caregiver/mother), Alexis Rudd, Michelle Halpin, Teri
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SUPPORT THE BULLETIN!
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Call to Place Your Ad:

Julie Hall ~ 662-643-3335
Hablantes de Espariol:

Anna Perez ~ 662-415-9604

We could use your help!

Take your bulletin and ask businesses
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your church by placing an ad!

jPodriamos usar tu ayuda!
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Landry, Tracey Metzger, Jayne Klein, Kris
Bush, Dakota Miller, Jess Mendoza, Faith
Hysaw, Vicki, Michael and Martha Hiller

and Bob and Pat Goguen, Baker Hall

Send in your prayer requests
Envia tus peticiones de oracion
Spanish or English / Espaniol o inglés
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Mon-Sat: 10to 9 Next to Russell’s Steak A
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FEBRUARY 10, 2019

* 5t SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

10 DE FEBRERO DE 2019°¢ 5° DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

This Sunday’s Gospel tells us—in Saint Luke’s narrative—of the call
of Jesus’ first disciples (5:1-11). The event takes place in the context
of everyday life: there are several fishermen on the shore of the lake of
Galilee, who, after working all night and catching nothing, are washing
and arranging their nets. Jesus gets into one of the boats, that of Simon,
called Peter, whom he asks to put out a little from the shore, and he
starts to preach the Word of God to the crowd of people who had
gathered. When he is finished speaking, he tells them to put out into
the deep and cast the nets. Simon had previously met Jesus and felt the
prodigious power of his word. Therefore, he responds: “Master, we
toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word | will let down the
nets” (v. 5). And this faith of his did not disappoint: indeed, the nets
filled with so many fish that they nearly broke (see v. 6). Facing this
extraordinary event, the fishermen are greatly astonished. Simon Peter
throws himself at Jesus’ feet, saying: “Depart from me, for [ am a
sinful man, O Lord” (v. 8). That prodigious sign convinces him that
Jesus is not only a formidable master whose word is true and powerful,
but he is the Lord, he is the manifestation of God. For Peter this close
presence brings about a strong sense of his own pettiness and
unworthiness. From a human point of view, he thinks that there should
be distance between the sinner and the Holy One. In truth, his very
condition as a sinner requires that the Lord not distance Himself from
him, in the same way that a doctor cannot distance himself from those
who are sick.

Jesus’ response to Simon Peter is reassuring and decisive: “Do not be
afraid; henceforth you will be catching men” (v. 10). Once again the
fisherman of Galilee, placing his trust in this word, leaves everything
and follows the one who has become his Lord and Master. Simon’s
workmates, James and John, do the same. This is the logic that guides
Jesus’ mission and the mission of the Church: go in search, “fish” for
men and women, not to proselytize, but to restore full dignity and
freedom to all, through the forgiveness of sins. This is the essential
point of Christianity: to spread the free and regenerative love of God,
with a welcoming and merciful attitude toward everyone, so that each
person can encounter God’s tenderness and have the fullness of life.
Here, in a particular way, | think of confessors: they are the first who
must give the Father’s mercy, following Jesus’ example, as did the two
holy Brothers, Fr Leopold and Padre Pio.

Today’s Gospel challenges us: do we know how to truly trust in the
Word of the Lord? Or do we let ourselves become discouraged by our
failures? In this Holy Year of Mercy we are called to comfort those
who feel they are sinners, unworthy before the Lord, defeated by their
mistakes, by speaking to them the very words of Jesus: “Do not be
afraid. The Father’s mercy is greater than your sins! It is greater, do
not be afraid!” May the Virgin Mary help us to ever better understand
that being disciples means placing our feet in the footsteps left by the
Master: they are the footprints of divine grace that restore life for all.

El Evangelio de este Domingo nos dice — en la narracién de San Lucas
— de la llamada de los primeros discipulos de JesUs (5:1-11). El evento
tiene lugar en el contexto de la vida diaria: hay varios pescadores en la
orilla del lago de Galilea, que, después de trabajar toda la noche y no
agarrar nada, estan lavando y arreglando sus redes. JesUs entra en uno de
los botes, el de Simdn, llamado Pedro, a quien pide sacar un poco de la
orilla, y comienza a predicar la palabra de Dios a la multitud de personas
que se habian reunido. Cuando termine de hablar, les dice que se pongan
en la profundidad y echen las redes. Simén habia conocido previamente
a Jesls y sentia el poder prodigioso de su palabra. Por lo tanto, él
responde: "maestro, hemos trabajado toda la noche y no tomamos nada!
Pero a su palabra, dejaré caer las redes" (vers. 5). Y esta fe suya no
decepcion6: de hecho, las redes llenas de tantos peces que casi se
rompieron (véase vers. 6). Frente a este extraordinario acontecimiento,
los pescadores se asombran enormemente. Simon Pedro se lanza a los
pies de JesUs, diciendo: "Apartaos de mi, porque yo soy un hombre
pecador, oh Jehova" (vers. 8). Ese signo prodigioso le convence de que
JesUs no es s6lo un maestro formidable cuya palabra es verdadera y
poderosa, sino que es el Sefor, él es la manifestacion de Dios. Para Pedro,
esta presencia cercana trae consigo un fuerte sentido de su propia
mezquindad e indignidad. Desde el punto de vista humano, piensa que
debe haber distancia entre el pecador y el Santo. En verdad, su condicion
de pecador requiere que el Sefior no se aleje de €l, de la misma manera
que un doctor no puede distanciarse de los enfermos.

La respuesta de Jesis a Simén Pedro es reconfortante y decisiva: "No
tengas miedo; de aqui en adelante seras la captura de los hombres" (vers.
10). Una vez més, el pescador de Galilea, poniendo su confianza en esta
palabra, deja todo y sigue al que se ha convertido en su Sefior y maestro.
Los compafieros de trabajo de Simon, Santiago y Juan, hacen lo mismo.
Esta es la logica que guia la mision de JesUs y la mision de la iglesia: ir
en busca, "pez" para hombres y mujeres, no para proselitismo, sino para
restaurar la plena dignidad y la libertad a todos, a través del perdén de
los pecados. Este es el punto esencial del Cristianismo: difundir el amor
libre y regenerativo de Dios, con una actitud acogedora y misericordiosa
hacia todos, para que cada persona pueda encontrarse con la ternura de
Dios y tener la plenitud de la vida. Aqui, de una manera particular, pienso
en los confesores: son los primeros que deben dar la misericordia del
Padre, siguiendo el ejemplo de Jesus, al igual que los dos Santos
Hermanos, el P. Leopoldo y el Padre Pio.

El Evangelio de hoy nos desafia: ¢sabemos como confiar
verdaderamente en la palabra del Sefior? ;O dejamos que nos
desanimemos por nuestros fracasos? En este afio santo de la misericordia
estamos Ilamados a consolar a aquellos que sienten que son pecadores,
indignos ante el Sefior, derrotados por sus errores, hablandoles las
mismas palabras de JesUs: "no temais. jLa misericordia del padre es
mayor que tus pecados!” jEs mayor, no tengas miedo! Que la Virgen
Maria nos ayude a entender cada vez mejor que ser discipulos significa
poner nuestros pies en los pasos dejados por el maestro: son las huellas
de la gracia divina que restauran la vida para todos.

Pope Francis / Papa Francisco

St. James Catholic Church
FATHER MARIO SOLORZANO
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