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1. Introduction 

UK-K9 Training for Excellence is at the forefront of delivering training to search & rescue 
dogs and their handlers, to the world’s emergency services. Our vision is to ensure that 
each K9-unit is trained to the highest standard, in all aspects of search & rescue, to create 
a fully operational and self-reliant team. As such we provide our clients with tailor made 
training and consultancy services. 
Our instructors and staff have a wealth of experience, dating our first training back to 1986, 
when attending the aftermath of El Salvador earthquake. Since then our instructors, dog 
handlers and dogs have been utilised in search & rescue worldwide (see our instructor bi- 
ographies for further information) 
We pride ourselves in ensuring that the training and consultancy is the highest of quality, 
partnering ourselves with several universities has allowed us to provide current and elite 
training (see individual areas for further information). 
These universities also provide a forensic consultancy on our behalf, combining all aspects 
that relate to disaster of a global scale. (For more details of this see forensic services) 

 

Figure 1 Submerged cadaver detection dog 'Missy' 

 

Figure 2 operation discussions of future training 
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2. Training 

UK-K9 Training for Excellence instructs using a three level modular system; level 1 aims to 
provide an awareness of search and rescue, level 2 is an operationally capable level and 
finally, level 3 is to an instructor level. Our instructors are approved NASDU (National As- 
sociation of Security Dog Users) trainers, providing NASDU accreditation to each dele- 
gate/trainee when they complete the 150 hours of guided learning 

The list below illustrates the areas in which UK-K9 Training for Excellence offers consul- 
tancy and training services: 

• Cadaver/Human Remains Detection 
• Water Search 
• Urban Search & Rescue (USAR) 
• Mountain Rescue 
• Disaster Search & Rescue 
• Drugs Detection 
• Explosives Detection 
• General Purpose Police Dogs 
• Specialist Combat Tracker Dogs 
• Passive and Proactive Detection 
• Suicide Bomber Detection Dogs 
• Helicopter Familiarisation 
• Fast Rappelling/Abseiling from Helicopters. 

Other Training includes: 

• Search Planning & Management 
• Navigation 
• Technical Rope Rescue 
• Swift Water Rescue 
• Powerboat Handling 
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3. Services Available 

3.1. Cadaver/human remains Detection 

Cadaver detection dogs have been widely used 
around the world. Their inherent search for food has 
made them the ideal tool to assist law enforcement 
officers in the search for human remains. They have 
been used for a variety of scenarios, from scenes of 
crime to mass disasters. The advantages of cadaver 
dogs are their ability to cover large areas, for exam- 
ple aircraft crash /mass graves, and to detect re- 
mains underground. 

 

Figure 3 typical line up detection drill demonstrated 
by ‘Baxter’ 

Modern day cadaver detection dogs have been trained to work alongside other search 
techniques such as ground penetrating radar (provided to us by Forensics Connect in part- 
nership with the University of Leicester). By working to a strict protocol they are able to 
work together with these other techniques thus giving the investigator a greater under- 
standing of the search. 

Dedicated cadaver detection dogs are trained to ignore other food types and will only give 
an alert on the scent of pig (used in training) or human remains. Their specialised training 
reduces the amount of “false positive” indications and enables them to search large areas 
relatively quickly when compared to other search techniques. 

The training of these dogs has been in conjunction with the leading research team at the 
University of Leicester. They are renowned for their forensic research, having developed 
the method for DNA analysis which is now used globally. The research looks to improve 
the accuracy and effectiveness by investigating the individual chemicals associated with 
cadaver material. 

3.2. Water cadaver/human remains detection 

The training of cadaver detection dogs to 
search for submerged human remains is 
relatively new to the UK. However, with 
natural disasters occurring more fre- 
quently around the world, their usage is 
becoming ever more prevalent. 

Figure 4 'Vuitton' displaying water cadaver detection 
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Combined with highly qualified water search 
personnel these dogs are able to search large 

areas of water, both lakes and rivers, 
helping to reduce the search 

area for other search personnel and making it more safe and time effective. 
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3.3. Mountain Rescue & Lowland Search 

Mountain rescue teams advocate the use of highly trained 
search dogs and handlers in the search for lost, overdue, and 
injured walkers or climbers whose location is unknown. 

The dogs are trained to locate the missing person by homing in 
on the airborne human scent emanating from the missing per- 
son. The dog and handler are trained to cover large areas of 
mountainous terrain, with the dog free ranging from the handler, 
searching for the scent carried on the wind. When this happens 
the dog will follow the scent to its source and then return to the 
handler and give an audible indication and then will lead the 
handler back to the missing person. 

Figure 5 mountain rescue team 
before deployment 

Mountain rescue dogs are able to search large areas of moun- 
tainous terrain, in all weathers, day and night with a high de- 

gree of accuracy. Even if the casualty is not located in the searched area the dog is still a 
vital asset as the search managers are now able to exclude the searched area with some 
degree of certainty and move their efforts and resources elsewhere. It has been stated 
that 1 search dog and handler team equates to approximately 20 trained search personnel 
in bad weather and at night this number can be increased. 
The training of lowland search dogs is similar in its parts to that of a mountain rescue 
search dog however the handler possesses different skills. However, both the dog and 
handler must be adaptable and able to search in more populated environments, with a 
greater amount of distractions. It has been proved that dogs adapt well to searching in ur- 
ban and rural environments and constitute an integral role in any lowland search and res- 
cue team. 

3.4. Urban Search & Rescue (USAR) 

!  

Figure 6 application of USAR dogs 
(Photo courtesy of Dave Peplow – SCS International) 
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The use of USAR dogs is crucial in a 
post disas- ter, collapsed buildings 
environment. Time is a critical factor in 
the preservation of life in such instances. 
USAR dogs are able to quickly and 
effectively locate survivors trapped in 
collapsed building debris and indicate on 
a location. This enables rescuers to 
focus their resources and efforts on 
these specific areas and save more lives. 
A USAR dog is a unique, life-saving tool 
whose speed and accuracy cannot be 
met by any other means. 



!9

3.5. Fire Investigation 

!  
Figure 7 Fire investigation dog in Malaysia 
(Dave Peplow - SCS International) 

A fire investigation dog is used to search through the 
debris and damage of a fire scene to locate any re- 
maining traces of ignitable liquids present. 

The use of fire investigation dogs is now a widely ac- 
cepted as a major benefit to the fire investigator, in lo- 
cating traces of ignitable liquids remaining at any fire 
scene under investigation. A fire investigation dog is 
used to search through the debris and damage of a fire 
scene to locate any remaining traces of ignitable liq- 
uids present. It remains the task of the fire investigator 
to determine the relevance of any finds by the dog. 
The dogs should be capable of recognising all of the 
readily available ignitable liquids, for example petrol, 
diesel, paraffin, barbeque lighter fuel, camping fuel, 
cigarette lighter fuel, white spirit, cellulose thinners and 
acetone. Once the dogs have acquainted skills to iden- 
tify these materials it is highly likely that it will react to 
any other similar substances it encounters. 

A fire investigation dog can cover a large area in a very short space of time with a degree 
of accuracy that is unlikely to be replicated by any other means. The dog must be capable 
of operating in the hostile environment found at the majority of post incident fires. 

A fire investigation dog should be capable of identifying substances in very minute quanti- 
ties. One of the major advantages that the Fire Investigation dogs have over scientific ap- 
paratus is the ability to discriminate between two substances for hydrocarbon as opposed 
to naturally occurring counterpart. 
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3.6. Tracking & Trailing/Discriminating 

!  
Figure 8 UK-K9 Contractor Training Malaysian 
Fire Brigade (Dave Peplow- SCS International) 

Tracking - A person walking away from location 
will leave a track which consists of rafts of hu- 
man scent that are too heavy to remain air- 
borne and will fall on or near to the footfall of 
the person laying the track. This combined with 
the scent of damaged grass and other vegeta- 
tion can be followed by a dog and handler for 
quite a considerable distance depending on the 
prevailing weather conditions. Dogs trained for 
this discipline can be of use to law enforcement 
and search & rescue. 

Trailing/Discriminating - Dogs trained to scent discriminate are able to pick up and follow a 
trail laid by a person when a scent article is available to the handler. These dogs again are 
of great use to search & rescue and law enforcement. Dogs and handlers with this training 
come into their own when the person is missing in a highly populated area where the need 
for scent discrimination is of paramount importance. 

3.7. Patrol Arm True (PAT) Dog 
Patrol Arm True Dogs are capable of patrolling the perimeter of a site for up to 16 hours a 
day 7 days a week. With the capacity to hear and smell intruders in hiding or lying in wait 
for the Security team from up to 200 metres or further in favourable conditions away it is 
almost impossible to ambush a trained Patrol Arm True dog team. The PAT Dogs pick up 
and indication methods allow the Security team to offer a level of assurance to the client 
that the perimeter will be extremely difficult to breach and with the reputation the canines 
provide, deter any would be intruder before attempting a breach. 

3.8. Tracker Dog 
Should there be an intrusion onto the site the Security team have the option of utilizing the 
pick-up and indication capabilities of the PAT dog or calling upon a trained tracker dog. 
The tracker dog is trained to find the scent laid by an intruder from the point of entry to the 
source (the intruder). The dog is trained to detect this scent after it was laid over 3 hours 
before it was discovered. The length of the distance the dog is able to track is unprece- 
dented with distances ranging from 50 metres to up to 5 miles. The dog is trained to track 
the intruder over varying surfaces including grass, hard standing, and the rugged surface 
the Middle East offers including hard compacted sand. Upon discovering the intruder, the 
Security team can again call upon the PAT dog to detain the suspect offering a level of 
safety for the security officers should the intruder be armed. 
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3.9. Arms Explosive Search Dog (AES) 
A fully trained Arms and Explosive Search team are an in- 
valuable resource. The team are capable of locating an Im- 
provised explosive device in any area containing an explo- 
sive sample from as little as 5 grams. The dog’s olfactory 
system can detect trace elements of the explosives even af- 
ter they have been removed from a scene. With the capac- 
ity to find PE4, C4 Semtex, TNT, Cordtex, ANS, ANFO, PE7 
and DM12 as a standard trained dog NCTC have the ability 
and knowledge to add explosive scents to the dogs training 
that have been flagged in a specific operational environ- 
ment. An AES dog is also trained to search and detect ex- 
plosive on all vehicle platforms including aircraft and due to 
the size and temperament they can be transported easily on 
rotary aircraft to provide a fast assurance to security teams 
operating remotely. All of the AES dogs have undergone a 
rigorous training package of 2 months with a highly qualified 
trainer. With Operational search experience in almost all 
Middle Eastern conflicts our trainers are able to imprint on 
the dogs the high standards required to operate success- 
fully and easily identify dogs without the capability to do such a 
high demanding role. This experience drives down the rejec- 
tion rates of dogs that simply do not have the drive to Search 

Figure 9 Bag search for 
potential explosives 

when mobilized to a warmer climate which in turn reduces the cost to the client. 

The University of Leicester has also investigated improving the detection of explosives, 
again looking at the individual chemicals that the dogs are detecting to establish a more 
accurate method of detecting, 

3.9.1. Vehicle Search Dogs 

Figure 10 Vehicle search 

NCTC can assist the protection of compounds, 
buildings, and facilities with high traffic rate by the 
provision of Vehicle search dogs. Vehicle Search 
(VS) dogs have the same capability in the detection 
of explosives as an AES dogs with the exception 
that it is solely trained to search Vehicles. With the 
ability to search over a hundred vehicles a day the 
VS dog is unique in the fact that searching vehicles 
time and time again will, in the case of security offic- 
ers, become monotonous and create complacency. 
A trained VS dog will eliminate this and continue to 
search for the presence of Explosives over and over 
again with only one focus, to find its reward. The 

ability to search Articulated lorries, small cars, planes, 
trains and boats the VS dog reduces the training costs 

of security teams and speeds up the search procedures exponentially allowing regenera- 
tion projects to stay on time in a safe and consistent manner. 
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3.10. Search Planning & Management 

As it is imperative that all searches are managed effectively UK-K9 Training for Excellence 
offer various courses that teach the princi- 
ples of effective management of searching 
for lost persons and locating persons of in- 
terest. Whilst the emphasis is placed on 
open country search the principles are ap- 
plicable to much wider fields of endeavour 
including urban, rural, mountain, and other 
search environments. 

Figure 11 Search Managers preparing for a search 

Considerable success has been achieved 
with this program in a number of countries 
throughout the world. The course enables 

the finding of missing persons in less time, with fewer resources and in a better state of 
health. In short, the program teaches a well-tested search management and planning pro- 
cess that endeavours to achieve “success fast” - the principle goal of all searches. 

3.11.Helicopter Operations 

!  

Figure 12 Dave Jones delivering helicopter training 
to Malaysian Fire Service 

UK-K9 Training for Excellence also offers various 
training courses for those that rely on helicopters 
for use in professional circumstances. The 
courses are designed to increase safety, in and 
around the aircraft, increase interoperability be- 
tween air and ground units and to develop stand- 
ard operating procedures. Examples of courses in- 
clude: 

3.11.1. Helicopter familiarisation, Safety & Awareness 
This course is designed to introduce professionals to best operating and safe working pro- 
cedures whilst working with helicopters. The course consists of both indoor theory study 
and practical sessions with safety increased both in and around the aircraft. 

3.11.2. Winching 
UK-K9 Training for Excellence can provide its client’s with a winching course which aims to 
train people on how to winch to and from a helicopter in the safest and most effective way 
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possible. The course aims to teach this in various weather conditions, day and night at var- 
ious heights, with and without K9. 



!15

3.11.3. Abseiling/Rappelling 
In some instances, it is not possible to use a winch as a means of extracting or inserting 
personnel. To resolve this UK-K9 Training for Excellence offers an abseiling or rappelling 
course designed to train delegates on how to abseil/rappel from a helicopter. As per the 
abseiling course, delegates will gain experience rappelling from various heights, in various 
conditions, day and night and with and without K9. 

3.12. Swift Water Rescue & Powerboat Handling 
When operating as a water search team it is imperative that all personnel are trained to 
high standards in all-encompassing areas. For this reason, UK-K9 Training for Excellence 
offers courses in areas such as swift water rescue and powerboat handling. 

UK-K9 Training for Excellence offer 
the capability to gain accredited quali- 
fication through courses such as: 

Swift Water First Responder 
Swift Water Rescue Technician 

Figure 13 Swift water rescue training. 

!  
Figure 14 Victim recovery from a Rigid Inflatable Boat (RIB) Instruc- 

tor Biographies 

UK-K9 Training for Excellence offer 
boat handling courses accredited by 
the RYA including: 

RYA Powerboat Level 1 
RYA Powerboat Level 2 
RYA Advanced Power Boat 
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4. Forensic consultancy 

!  

Figure 15 Forensic Archaeologists and Dog 
Handler discussing possible area of interest 

We offer a range of forensic consultancy 
work, including: 

- Experienced scenes of crime officers 
- Forensic geophysical equipment 
(ground penetrating radar) 

- Mass grave excavation (performed by 
trained and renowned forensic 
archaeologists and anthropologists) 

- Mortuary management 
- Deceased Victim Identification (DVI) 

5. Team Biographies 

David Jones 

David has over 35 years’ experience with Mountain Rescue in the United Kingdom and 
was awarded the Queen’s Golden Jubilee medal in 2002 and the Diamond Jubilee Medal 
in 2012. David did 15 years as a Search & Rescue Dogs Association (SARDA) Dog Han- 
dler/Instructor/Assessor. He has been involved in the training of Search Dogs for countries 
including USA, Japan, Russia, Croatia, Hong Kong, Turkey, Spain, Switzerland, Malaysia, 
and more recently in Jamaica and Oman. 

He has also spent the past 21 years working with the Croatian Mountain Rescue Service 
including introducing Search & Rescue Dogs and Search Management to their service. In 
2006 David was awarded the Croatian Silver Medal for Services to Mountain Rescue. 

David has been involved in humanitarian work in countries including Bosnia, Croatia, Ko- 
sovo and Mozambique. He is a Qualified Submerged Water Search Dog Handler, Cadaver 
Search Dog Handler and a Certified NASDU Trainer Instructor as well as a National Train- 
ing Inspectorate Trainer Instructor. 

Over the years he has been the lead course assessor for Submerged Body Detection 
course for Guardia Civil in Spain; acted as a Technical Advisor for the current Saddleworth 
Moor search and between 2008 and 2011 he took part in human remains/cadaver search 
for the Commission for the Disappeared (Ireland). 

In 2010 and 2011 David was the Lead Instructor for both Disaster search dogs for the Ma- 
laysian Fire Brigade and the lead Instructor on the Helicopter familiarisation course with 
the Malaysian Search & Rescue Service. 

Since 2014 David has been involved in training students on the NASDU affiliated Cadaver 
Detection and Submerged Victim Detection Dog and Handler course. 
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Gavin Roberts 

Gavin has been involved in training specialist search dogs since 2003 and in 2006 he was 
one of the first civilians in Wales to qualify as a Human Remains/Cadaver detection dog 
handler. 

Gavin’s operational experience includes working on Human Remains/Cadaver Search in 
the Nottinghamshire/ Lincolnshire/Leicester in 2007. In 2008 he was tasked along with his 
dog Gelert on a Human Remains/Cadaver Search in Northern France. He has also been 
involved in missing person searches in North Wales and La Palma (Spain) and he was 
also involved in human Remains/Cadaver Search for the Commission for the Disappeared 
(Ireland) between 2008 and 2011 Gavin has also worked alongside David Jones on the 
Saddleworth Human Remains/Cadaver Search. 

As a result of his achievements and experiences in this work he was invited in 2009 to be 
a key speaker at the International Commission for Alpine Rescue Dog Handlers Confer- 
ence in Croatia. 

Gavin’s training experience has included being the dog section leader at Global Rescue 
Services from 2006 - 2011, Sharing his experience and training with the Croatian Moun- 
tain Rescue Association in 2007, Supporting and assisting in the training of Water Search 
Dogs and handlers for Sarbot UK in Trent Lock, Nottinghamshire in 2013, instructor for 
UK-K9 including providing training for Jamaican Defence Force in 2015. 

Gavin has been a NASDU affiliated trainer since 2014 and has assessed numerous dog 
handlers and their dogs. 

Steve Dineley 

Steve Dineley has over 18 years of experience working with a huge array of Detection dogs. 
He became a subject matter expert in the training and handling of Search dog in 1999 when 
he started his career with the Royal Army Veterinary Corps as a military dog trainer. Steve 
was rose through the ranks within the Army gaining the military`s highest award as a class 1 
dog trainer. With over 11 years of experience in the military Steve served on operational tours 
in Northern Ireland, Iraq and Afghanistan and many more theatres of operations. Serving as 
one of only two Explosive Detection Handlers in Iraq in 2003 Steve has numerous operational 
finds of Weapons and Explosives to his name. 

Since leaving the Army in 2005 Steve has worked for a number of organisations all of which 
specialise in K9 training specifically to explosives and drug detection. Steve spent a further 1 
year as an operational Search handler in Iraq and another 8 months in Afghanistan allowing 
him to hone the skills required to ensure the future K9 handlers have the ability to adjust train- 
ing needs and optimise efficiency within the detection framework. 

Steve has since returned to the United Kingdom Steve was heavily involved in the Planning, 
preparation and deployment of Explosive Search dogs at the Olympic gateway for the London 
2012 games and became a qualified National Association of Security Dog Users (NASDU) in- 
structor for Level 2 & 3 General Purpose Dogs, Passive and Proactive Drugs Dogs and Explo- 
sive Detection Search Dogs. As a specialist canine and search advisor Steve has the ability to 
draw on experiences of Operational searches in Iraq, Afghanistan, Northern Ireland, Bosnia, 
Kosovo and even as a tracker dog Instructor at the British Army Jungle Warfare training school 
in Brunei. 
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Rick Ward 

Rick is the Operations & Training Director for UK-K9 and was instrumental in set up and 
running of the company. He was solely responsible for the set-up, facilitation and delivery 
of courses to the Department of Works & Pensions through their bespoke procurement 
channel. 

Rick served with the Royal Air Force 1987 to 2010 where he served on various Multi Na- 
tional Projects both in the UK and overseas, achieving supervisory/management status 
through successive promotions. Providing an ever high standard of specialist support in a 
myriad of situations to a demanding range of customers, often under adverse conditions, 
within tight deadlines and budgetary constraints. Rick’s RAF Activities and achievements 
include being involved in managing teams, programmes and projects in many areas, in- 
cluding the UK, Europe, Balkans and the Middle East; Senior Airfield Ops Manager (Air- 
craft turn around, passenger/equipment disembarkation/embarkation, refuelling etc.) – Re- 
sponsible for onward transit from Main Operating bases to Forward Operating bases and 
beyond; Logistical Convoy Commander, UK & Abroad; Mountain Rescue Duties; Senior 
Officers Personal Staff; Being part of a specialist team providing Outreach Motivational Ac- 
tivities/Personal Development Training. 

Rick is a highly skilled motivator and instructor/trainer, proven through peacetime and op- 
erational roles during his Royal Air Force service and subsequent civilian roles. He is also 
a member of the Institute of Leadership & Management. 

David Peplow 

David is a retired Fire Service Officer and has 35years service training Fire Investigation 
dogs. 

He established “Specialist Canine Services (SCS) International“ in 2000, specialising in 
the training and operational deployment of Fire Investigation Dogs and Urban Search 
Dogs. 

David has been contracted to the UK (North West Area) Fire Services to provide fire inves- 
tigation dog services throughout the North West of England where he has attended in the 
region of 80-100 fire scene investigations per year from September 2000 to April 2015. 

David has been a speaker at numerous international seminars and conferences including 
the inaugural Specialist Search Dog Conference in Barcelona in 2008 

He has been a provider of Fire Investigation Dogs to 10 of the UK Fire Services having 
provided Dog & Handler Training for Hertfordshire, West Yorkshire, Avon & Somerset, 
West Sussex, Merseyside, East Sussex, West Midlands, Leicestershire, Buckinghamshire 
and Greater Manchester Fire & Rescue Services. 

David has also acted as a specialist consultant since 2002 for the Malaysian Fire Service, 
Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service – International Training Centre, The University of Cen- 
tral Lancashire, Hong Kong Police Force, Merseyside, Hereford & Worcester, Lancashire, 
Greater Manchester and Weest Midlands Fire Services. 
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Jonathon Brookes 

Jonathon completed his bachelor honours of forensic science at Teesside University in 
2015, collaborating his final year project with Durham Police dog training unit investigating 
the volatile organic profile of blood. Later that year he became a PhD researcher in chem- 
istry at the University of Leicester, focussing on the identification and application of volatile 
organic compounds from mammalian decomposition. Jonathon collaborates with UK-K9 to 
improve the methods used to train all areas of forensic detection dogs. 

Jonathan’s presentation covers how detector dogs (Canis familiaris) have been widely 
used for many years in the detection of human remains (Oesterhelweg et al., 2008), illicit 
substances (Jezierski et al., 2014), explosives (Harper, 2005) and fire incident accelerants 
(Tranthim-Fryer and DeHaan, 1997).   
The scientific understanding behind what these dogs are specifically indicating to is still 
unknown. This presentation provides an understanding as to what an odour consists off, 
examples of the chemicals present in popular forensic samples, and how these can be 
used to improve the sensitivity and reliability. 

Benedict Rodbourne 

Benedict is a freelance forensic archaeologist based in the UK and The Netherlands. He 
holds a Bachelors degree with Honours in Archaeology from the University of Winchester 
(UK) and a Masters degree in Forensic Archaeological Science from University College 
London (UK). Since 2008, Benedict has worked on many archaeological sites in various 
countries around Europe as well as assisting with forensic archaeological investigations in 
the UK. In 2011, Benedict worked for the United Nations Special Tribunal for Lebanon 
based in The Hague as part of their forensics unit predominantly assisting with evidence 
recovered from various crime scenes. 

Benedict is also part of an international disaster response company where he has worked 
as a consultant and team leader for nearly a decade, responding to several airline inci- 
dents and terrorist attacks around the world and most recently as team leader as part of 
the Grenfell Tower fire incident in London. In between his forensic and disaster response 
work, Benedict teaches at many universities and colleges in both the UK and Europe, 
teaching to students, police forces, forensic specialists, investigators and judges. Benedict 
is also a member of the Charted Society of Forensic Science as well as a council member 
of the British Association for Human Identification. 

Contact Us 

For further details please contact: 

David Jones Tel: 07918 618001 
Email: davidjoneshome8@gmail.com 

mailto:davidjoneshome8@gmail.com
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Gavin Roberts Tel: 07736 065199 
Email: gavr.uk-k9t4e@outlook.com

mailto:gavr.uk-k9t4e@outlook.com

