
LUNGSOD NG CALAMBA, Laguna (PIA) --
May 20 persons with disabilities (PWDS) sa bayan
ng Amadeo, Cavite ang sumailalim sa pagsasanay
patungkol sa organic vegetable production at con-
tainer gardening.

Ang dalawang araw na pagsasanay, Hulyo 29-30,
ay isinagawa sa pangunguna ng Agrictultural Training
Institute (ATI)-CALABARZON at pakikipagtulungan sa
tanggapan ng Pambayang Agrikultor ng Amadeo.

20 PWDs nagsanay
sa organic vegetable
production at
container gardening

Ayon sa ATI-
CALABARZON, ang
pagsasanay ay isinagawa
hango sa konsepto ng farm-
to-table upang matutunan
ng may kapansanan ang
paggamit ng maliliit na
espasyo upang taniman ng
mga masustansya, ligtas at
abot-kayang gulay para sa
kanilang pamilya.

Itinuro sa mga
kalahok ang iba’t-ibang
prinsipyo at gawi sa likod
ng organikong pagsasaka,
kasama ang mga
organikong pestisidyo at
pataba, at ang iba’t-ibang
pamamaraan sa

pagtaguyod ng hardin
gamit ang mga niresiklong
konteyner at iba pang mga
kagamitan sa sariling
bakuran.

Naipamulat din sa
kanilang kaisipan na hindi
hadlang ang kapansanan
upang mapangalagaan at

mapabuti ang kanilang
buhay.

Ang ATI-
CALABARZON ay
patuloy sa pagbibigay ng
mga kaalaman sa
pagtatanim upang ang
bawat pamilyang Pilipino
ay magkaroon ng sapat at
masustansyang pagkain.
(AHH, ATI-
CALABARZON/CPG,
PIA-4A)

MANILA – President Rodrigo Duterte has signed a
proclamation creating an Information Technology Center
Special Economic Zone in Bacoor City, Cavite.

Duterte signs proclamation
creating IT center in Cavite

Proclamation 1196,
signed by Duterte on Thurs-
day and released to the me-
dia on Friday, also desig-
nated a building that would
be named CBC Asia
Technozone.

The planned special
economic zone will be situ-
ated along Emilio Aguinaldo
Highway, Barangay Talaba
VII in the city.

It will have a gross

floor area of 50,277.76
square meters situated in a
land area of 7,000 square
meters.

The President created
the special economic zone at
the recommendation of the
Board of Directors of the
Philippine Economic Zone
Authority (PEZA).

Special economic
zones are defined in Repub-

lic Act 7916 or The Special
Economic Zone Act of 1995
as "selected areas with
highly developed or which
have the potential to be de-
veloped into agro-industrial,
industrial tourist/recre-
ational, commercial, bank-
ing, investment, and finan-
cial centers.”

An ecozone may con-
tain any or all of the follow-
ing: industrial estates, export
processing zones, free trade
zones, and tourist/recre-
ational centers. (PNA)

LRMC says LRT-1 Cavite
Extension 60% finished

THE Cavite exten-
sion project of the Light
Rail Transit Line 1 (LRT-
1) is now 60% complete, its
private operator Light Rail
Manila Corp. (LRMC)
said.

“The current
progress for the Cavite ex-
tension is that it has
reached about 60%
completion,” LRMC Presi-
dent and Chief Executive
Officer Juan F. Alfonso
said at a recent press brief-
ing of the Metro Pacific In-
vestments Corp. (MPIC).

“The viaduct con-
struction is now crossing
from the Parañaque River,
crossing Cavitex (Manila-
Cavite Expressway) and
going to Roxas Boule-
vard,” he added.

LRMC is scheduled
to complete the viaduct by
the end of the year.

“Afterwards, we will
start with the electrome-
chanical works — the lay-
ing of the rails and the in-
stallation of the electrical
system as well as the sta-
tions,” Mr. Alfonso said.

The P64.9-billion
LRT-1 Cavite extension
project, a public-private
partnership (PPP) venture
that the National Economic
and Development Author-
ity board approved in No-

vember 2013, aims to add an
11.7-kilometer Baclaran-
Bacoor, Cavite segment to
the current 18.1-kilometer
train line. The new stretch
will have eight stations.

The first phase of the
extension consists of a
seven-kilometer stretch with
five stations between the
Redemptorist Church area in
Baclaran and Dr. Santos Ave.
in Parañaque.

The Baclaran-Dr.
Santos segment is expected
to start partial operations in
the first quarter of 2024, the
Transportation department
said. The government plans
to conduct trial runs in
March 2023.

The Cavite extension
is expected to be fully opera-
tional by the second quarter
of 2027.

Once completed, the
Transportation department
expects daily ridership along
the entire line to increase to

800,000 passengers from
500,000, and Baclaran-
Bacoor travel time to be cut
to 25 minutes from up to two
hours.

LRMC is the joint
venture of Ayala Corp.,
Metro Pacific Light Rail
Corp. and Macquarie Infra-
structure Holdings (Philip-
pines) Pte. Ltd. It holds the
P65-billion, 32-year PPP
contract to operate LRT-1
and build its extension to
Cavite.

MPIC is one of three
Philippine subsidiaries of
Hong Kong’s First Pacific
Co. Ltd., the others being
PLDT, Inc. and Philex Min-
ing Corp. Hastings Hold-
ings, Inc., a unit of PLDT
Beneficial Trust Fund sub-
sidiary MediaQuest Hold-
ings, Inc., maintains an in-
terest in BusinessWorld
through the Philippine Star
Group, which it controls. —
Arjay L. Balinbin
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LEO: (Hul. 23-Ago. 22) Ingatan ang health,huwag magpa-stress. Lucky numbers
at color for the day ang 46, 11, 22, 33, 57 at lilac pink.

VIRGO: (Ago. 23-Set.23) Mag-ingat nga lang sa mga mapagsamantala. Lucky num-
bers at color for the day ang 32, 23, 13, 51, 42 at electric blue.

LIBRA: (Set.  24-Okt. 23) Nasa iyong vibrations energies ang wish na makita ang
inaasahan. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 21, 37, 44, 48 at yellow.

SCORPIO: (Okt. 24-Nob. 22) Ang iyong madalas na pakiramdam ay mangyayari.
Piliin ang magaan sa kalooban na situwasyon. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 33,
21, 13, 45, 55 at amethyst violet.

SAGITTARIUS: (Nob. 23-Dis. 21) Ang true adventure ay darating. Ingat sa mga
kinakain. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 42, 25, 12, 52, 33 at jade green.

CAPRICORN: (Dis. 22-Ene. 19) Feel mo na ang success na nais mong habulin. .
Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 33, 13, 46, 22, 55 at cobalt blue.

AQUARIUS: (Ene. 20-Peb. 18) Mag-practice ng meditation, ito ang hihigop ng
energies. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 5, 17, 28, 30 at turmeric yellow.

PISCES: (Peb. 19-Mar. 20) Maaakit  mo ang iyong feelings kung titigilan ang
pagrereklamo. Tumanaw ng utang na loob. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 52,
25, 11, 33, 43 at flame red.

ARIES: (Mar. 21-Abr. 19) Mag-wish ng feel good, at mag-enjoy sa pagpasasa test.
Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 23, 52, 11, 32, 41 at carrot orange.

TAURUS: (Abr. 20-May. 20) Enjoy moang health, ito ang magpapagaling. Lucky
numbers at color for the day ang 52, 25, 15, 41, 33 at purple.

GEMINI: (May. 21-Hun. 21) Nasa kalooban ang patterns ng iyong success. Lucky
numbers at color for the day ang 51, 15, 11, 35, 23 at  dollar green.

CANCER: (Hun. 22-Hul. 22) Lahat ng karanasan ay unique para sa iyo. Alamin
kung saan galing ang iyong kutob, sundin mo ito. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang
33, 13, 52, 25, 41 at fuchsia   pink.

KUTOB
NI MADAM ROSA

EDITORYAL - Bahay-
bahay na pagbabakuna

NOONG Huwebes, dumagsa sa Maynila, Paraña-que at Antipolo ang maraming tao
na gustong magpabakuna. Pinakamarami sa Maynila sapagkat may kumalat na fake news
na ang hindi bakunado ay hindi makakakuha ng ayuda. Sa sobrang haba ng pila sa SM-
Manila, umabot ito hanggang Ayala Bridge. Sinabi naman ng Malacañang na hindi totoo
ang kumalat na balita. Sabi ni Presidential Spokesman Harry Roque, sana raw magka-
COVID ang nagpakalat ng fake news.

Ang mahabang pila ng mga tao ay nagpapakita lamang na marami ang gustong
magpabakuna para maproteksiyunan sa COVID-19. Kahit pa totoo ang balita na ang walang
bakuna ay hindi maka-ta-tanggap ng ayuda, marami talaga sa mga tao ang gusto nang
magpabakuna. Mas dumami ang gustong magpabakuna nang mapabalita ang pagkalat ng
Delta variant na ayon sa Department of Health (DOH) ay mayroon nang naitala na 165 na
kaso. Sabi ng Octa Research Group may community transmission- na ang Delta variant sa
National Capital Region. Ang pagkalat ng Delta variant ang naging dahilan para isailalim
sa enchanced community quarantine (ECQ) ang NCR at mga karatig probinsiya. Nagsimula
ang lockdown kahapon (Agosto 6) at tatagal hanggang Agosto 20.

Bagama’t maraming bawal ngayong lockdown-, sinabi naman ng pamahalaan na
magpapatuloy- ang vaccination. Sabi ni Interior and Local Govern-ment- Sec. Eduardo
Año na magpapatuloy ang pag-ba---bakuna kahit na lockdown. Sabi pa ng Interior- Sec. na
pinag-aaralan na nila magkaroon ng 24/7 na pag-ba-bakuna. Ayon kay Año, ang bakuna
ang pina-ka-epektibong paraan para mapababa ang trans-mission ng virus.

Ayon naman kay Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA) Chairman Benhur
Abalos, nag-ha-hanap ang pamahalaan ng grupo ng mga doktor na tutulong para mapabilis
ang pagbabakuna. Kapag- may pool of reservist doctors, mabilis nang maisasagawa ang
pagbabakuna lalo pa at maraming mall owners ang pumayag nang gamitin ang kanilang
pasilidad para sa pagbabakuna. Ayon pa kay Abalos kapag marami vaccination centers,
maaari nang makapagbakuna ng 250,000 tao bawat araw.

Maganda ang mga balak nina Año at Abalos para mapabilis ang pagbabakuna.
Nakapagtataka lang kung bakit ayaw nila ng house-to-house vaccination. Sabi naman ng
DOH, payag sila sa panukalang house-to-house vaccination. Mas maganda ito ayon sa
DOH sapagkat hindi na pipila nang pagkahaba-haba na posible pang magka-hawahan.
Kung payag ang DOH, ano pa ang problema? Payagan na ang bahay-bahay na pagbabakuna.

(MUNTIK) ECQ
Noong nagpulong ang mga Gobernador sa Region 4-A, inihayag ko sa grupo

na mas gusto ko na ilagay sa MECQ ang Cavite kesa ECQ.
Marami ang nagtaka: Bakit ang Laguna ay ECQ habang ang Cavite ay

MECQ?
Ito po ang aking mga dahilan:
1. Ang AYUDA na inilaan ng NatGov ay hindi sapat para sa lahat.
2. Kapag ilagay sa ECQ ang Cavite, halos P1 Bilyon kada-araw ang mawawala

sa ating ekonomiya. Mula pasweldo sa mga Industrial Zones at iba pang mga
pagawaan.

3. Kailangan angkinin ng bawat isa ang responsibilidad para sa sarili nilang
kapakanan.

Kung inyong mapapansin ay tinanggal na ng PNP ang mga checkpoint na
talaga namang nagiging sanhi ng malubhang traffic.

Itinakda na lamang nila ang mga nararapat tulad ng:
1. Pagsita sa mga PUJ/PUB ukol sa overcrowding at overpricing.
2. Pagbabantay sa mga pagala-gala at nagkalat sa lansangan.
3. Pag-enforce ng curfew at anti-drunk driving law.
Ang (medyo) good news naman ay ang mga sumusunod:
1. Nag-umpisa na ang testing para sa eventual launching ng #CaviteFreeWiFi

sa buong lalawigan. Sa mga susunod na araw, mapapansin ninyo na medyo lalakas
ang signal sa inyong mga tahanan.

PAALALA: ITO AY TESTING PHASE PA LAMANG at exclusive sa mga
taga-Cavite. Ang 100% implementation nito ay tinatayang sa April 2022.

2. May 16.7% (472,000) na ang fully vaccinated sa Cavite. Ang utilization
rate na bigay ng DOH vaccines ay halos 100%.

3. Ang order natin na 1,500,000 doses ng NOVAVAX ay na-move at maaaring
dumating sa 1st week ng October. Hinihintay na lamang natin ang Emergency
Use Authority mula sa FDA para masimulan na natin ang vaccination program
para sa buong lalawigan.

FYI. Sinubukan po namin mag order ng J&J, the ONE dose wonder. Pero

kahit Johnson and
Johnson Manila ay hindi
tinanggap ang ating re-
quest for vaccine procure-
ment.

Huwag na po tayong
magalit kahit kanino man.
Everyone has their hands
full.

The National Gov-
ernment and LGU’s are
doing their best. I under-
stand all your frustrations
but bear with us as we
continue to solve all these
problems together.
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MANILA – The Department of Health (DOH) and
the Commission on Population and Development
(POPCOM) have renewed their call to stakeholders, par-
ticularly local government units (LGUs) to continue the
provision of family planning (FP) as one of the vital and
essential health services, especially during the health cri-
sis brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic.

8M Pinoys embrace modern
methods of family planning in 2020

The DOH and
POPCOM will have a joint
health event in celebration
of the National Family
Planning Month this August
with the umbrella theme:
“Usap Tayo sa Family Plan-
ning atbp.”

It will be anchored on
the principles of informed
choice and promotion of
open conversations about
family planning and allied
topics.

In the Joint Memo-
randum Circular between
the two agencies, the obser-
vance will have four sub-
themes that include: “Usap
Tayo sa FP so you can Prac-
tice Safe Sex”; “Usap Tayo
sa FP para sa HIV-Free
‘Pinas”; “Usap Tayo sa FP
dahil ang Pamilyang
Planado, Protektado!”; and
“I CHOOSE
#MalayaAkongMaging”.

The celebration is
aimed at integrating the
messaging on family plan-
ning within the context of
sexual and reproductive
health during health crises,
Sexually Transmitted Infec-
tions (STIs) including hu-
man immunodeficiency vi-
rus (HIV) infection which
can lead to acquired immu-
nodeficiency syndrome

(AIDS), informed choice and
responsible parenthood, and
adolescent health and devel-
opment.

The National Family
Planning Month also features
two virtual health events en-
titled ‘Usap Tayo sa National
Family Planning 2021’ held
on Aug. 4 and ‘Usap Tayo sa
Family Planning Experts’
conducted on Aug. 18.

Regional Offices of
both agencies will also con-
duct local events such as
online press conferences,
webinars, social media cam-
paigns, among others to gen-
erate widespread attention
on the importance and ben-
efits of FP in promoting the
overall health and wellness
of the Filipinos.

In 2020, a total of
8,085,000 Filipinos used
modern methods of FP, a 6-
percent increase from last
year. However, there were
also reports on dropouts
which can be attributed to
difficulties in accessing FP
services due to Covid-19 re-
strictions and lockdowns.

“The Covid-19 pan-
demic is an unprecedented
event that has put the world
to a standstill, yet the Philip-
pines still managed to make
progress in FP. We commend
our service providers and

partners in the field for
their unwavering dedica-
tion and efforts in making
sure that FP services are
available and accessible,
especially during these try-
ing times. This is a testa-
ment that the pandemic
should not be a hindrance
to pursuing open conversa-
tions and continuous ser-
vice provision in family
planning for our
kababayan,” Health Secre-
tary Francisco T. Duque III
said in a news release on
Wednesday.

“Protecting our-
selves from COVID-19 is
as equally important as
shielding our families from
the burden of unintended
pregnancies that may
hinder our nation in
achieving secure and com-
fortable lives we aspire for
every Filipino family,
thereby allowing our na-
tion to reach its full eco-
nomic productivity poten-
tial and improve educa-
tional outcomes,” said
Undersecretary Juan Anto-
nio Perez III, Executive
Director of POPCOM.

The DOH,
POPCOM, and various
partners, will remain re-
lentless in investing in the
health and rights of women
as well as couples, so they
can have the power to
choose, plan and attain
their goals and dreams for
themselves and their fami-
lies. (PR)

DOST Undersecretary Rowena Cristina Guevara (Photo courtesy of DOST)
MANILA – An official of the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) on

Thursday said the Science for Change Program (S4CP) must be a priority bill, as this
would provide guaranteed funding for research and development (R&D) and establish-
ment of niche centers.

"It should be a priority bill. Without substantial R&D funding, (the Philippines) will
forever be in a catch up mode on developing technologies for the people's needs, from
responding to a pandemic, to making our agricultural and manufacturing sectors more
competitive," DOST Undersecretary Rowena Cristina Guevara told the Philippine News
Agency.

The bill, which aims to address the disparity in R&D funding in the regions and the
lack of R&D in the private sector, hurdled the House Committee on Appropriations on
Aug. 4.

Guevara said the measure seeks for the establishment of the S4CP, and guarantees
funding for the succeeding years.

"This way, R&D funding will increase yearly, until 2 percent of the GAA (General
Appropriations Act) is achieved as an R&D budget. Currently, it is at 0.47 percent," she
said.

With a guaranteed funding for the S4CP, she said more niche centers could be estab-
lished, and more "RD leaders" could be deployed to universities, institutions that need
them.

"RD leaders" are tasked to help higher education institutions (HEIs) increase their
published works in journals, their patents and other innovative products. They will also
guide the HEIs in their research and in improving their laboratories.

Meanwhile, the DOST noted that S4CP as a program, has achieved various scientific
outputs since 2016.

The DOST has funded 38 niche centers in the regions for R&D (NICER) in 17
regions, with a funding of PHP1.89 billion for universities and R&D Institutes (RDI).

At least 42 "RD leaders" were deployed in 16 regions to share their expertise and
promote regional development, the DOST added.

Guevara said the Economic Development Cluster (EDC) headed by the Department
of Finance pushed for the approval of the S4CP bill.

"The EDC members see the importance of investing in R&D for economic and so-
cial development," she said. (PNA)

DSWD clarifies financial
assistance payout

C A L O O C A N
CITY, (PIA) -- The De-
partment of Social Wel-
fare and Development
(DSWD), through the Of-
fice of the Secretary,
clarified that the payouts
for the cash assistance for
affected individuals in the
National Capital Region
(NCR) are yet to be set by
the Local Government
Units (LGUs).

This clarification
was made following a
news article that mis-
quoted the DSWD
Spokesperson, Director
Irene Dumlao, of saying
that cash aid payouts in

NCR may start on August
7. In her radio interview
where the news article
was lifted, Director
Dumlao expressed "hope-
fully... mailabas na nga
ang Local Budget Circu-
lar (LBC) and sana pati na
ang notice of cash alloca-
tion." This, as she ex-
plained that funds for the
financial assistance will
be downloaded directly
by the Department of
Budget and Management
(DBM) to the LGUs, as
contained in the Memo-
randum of the Executive
Secretary dated August
03, 2021.

S4CP bill must be given
priority: DOST exec

It can be recalled
that on August 06, 2021,
the DBM issued LBC No.
138 setting the budget pa-
rameters for the financial
assistance. Pursuant to
this, the DILG, DSWD,
and DND crafted the Joint
Memorandum Circular
(JMC) which will be the
guide of the LGUs in dis-
tributing the financial as-
sistance.

The said JMC has
been signed today, August
07, 2021 and will be is-
sued by the DILG to the
LGUs for their onward
scheduling of payouts.
(DSWD/PIA-NCR)
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DTI readies livelihood, loan pro-
grams amid ECQ in Metro Manila

MANILA – Department of Trade and Industry (DTI)
Secretary Ramon Lopez said on Friday the agency is ready
to help poor communities via its livelihood program and
small-scale businesses that will be affected by the two-week
enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) in Metro Manila.

In an interview dur-
ing an online program,
Lopez said they are distrib-
uting livelihood kits to
poor communities nation-
wide.

He added that the
DTI’s regional and provin-
cial offices distribute live-
lihood kits worth
PHP5,000 to PHP10,000
as grants to those who
would like to start their
own micro businesses such
as sari-sari store and
carinderia (eatery) among
others.

To date, the agency
has provided livelihood
kits to more than 57,000
beneficiaries.

DTI’s financing arm

Small Business (SB) Corp.
also provides zero-interest
loans for existing micro, small,
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs).

Lopez said the Covid-
19 Assistance to Restart Enter-
prises (CARES) program has
released over PHP5 billion
worth of loans to MSMEs af-
fected by business closures
due to lockdowns amid the
pandemic.

SB Corp. continues to
implement this project, and af-
fected MSMEs due to another
ECQ in the National Capital
Region can tap this program,
he added.

“Every year, SB Corp.
has PHP1.5 billion budget,”
Lopez said.

‘Ayuda’ not wage re-
placement

Admitting that the
PHP1,000 to PHP4,000 cash
aid is not enough to cover
family expenditure for two
weeks as Metro Manila faces
another ECQ measure, the
DTI chief said the cash aid
is not supposed to replace
wages but to help poor fami-
lies.

The government is al-
lotting PHP12 billion as cash
aid for poor families in NCR
for the next two weeks.

Earlier, the National
Economic and Development
Authority (NEDA) said a
one-week ECQ in Metro
Manila would cost the
economy PHP105 billion.

From Aug. 6 until Aug.
20, NCR is under the most
stringent quarantine mea-
sures amid the threat of the
more transmissible Covid-19
Delta variant. (PNA)

Biz groups express sup-
port for 2-week ECQ in NCR

MANILA – Despite being vocal against another strict
lockdown, businesses have expressed their support for the
government’s decision to place the National Capital Region
(NCR) under enhanced community quarantine (ECQ).

“Business is against
lockdown because it is dis-
ruptive and harmful to the
economy. But if DOH (De-
partment of Health) finds it
necessary due to (the) unex-
pected surge of the Delta
variant, then business will
comply,” the Philippine
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PCCI) said in a
statement.

On Friday, Presiden-
tial Spokesperson Harry
Roque announced that the
NCR would be placed under
ECQ for two weeks from
August 6 to 20, as
coronavirus disease 2019
(Covid-19) infections in dif-
ferent parts of the country
continue to increase amid the
threats of the more infectious
Delta variant.

Trade Secretary
Ramon Lopez told reporters

in a text message, “In
yesterday’s (Thursday) meet-
ing, unfortunately, the num-
bers presented showed in-
creasing Delta variant cases,
especially in some cities in
NCR. Some cities in NCR
reported cases almost
doubled in one day.”

 The PCCI, however,
expressed hope that the ECQ
in the NCR would be lifted
as soon as possible.

“The biggest challenge
is to regain the stalled mo-
mentum, sustain the recovery
trajectory, keep the workers,
and meet fixed operating ex-
penses,” it added.

In a separate state-
ment, the Financial Execu-
tives Institute of the Philip-
pines (FINEX) also wel-
comed the two-week ECQ in
Metro Manila.

“We, in the Financial
Executives Institute of the

Consumers to benefit from open finance

MANILA – More Filipino consumers can benefit from
a bid to make financial services accessible to everyone
through an open finance framework.

“With open finance,
Filipino consumers will be
able to have a consolidated
view of their personal data,
and their financial transac-
tions, access more affordable
services that fit their needs,
and ultimately make more in-
formed financial choices,”
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP) Governor Benjamin
Diokno said in a virtual
briefing on Thursday.

He said the idea be-
hind open finance is that cus-
tomers are the owners of
transaction data thus, “data
should be shared if the cus-
tomers wish to do so.”

Diokno said BSP has
established the guidelines on

open finance framework
through Circular No. 1122,
which is a major factor for
digital transformation and fi-
nancial inclusion.

“It promotes consent-
driven data portability,
interoperability, and collabo-
rative partnerships among
entities who adhere to the
same standards of data secu-
rity and privacy,” he added.

Under this framework,
customers, as owners of
transaction data, may opt-in
and opt-out when they want
to withdraw or change the
scope of their consent.

Diokno said regulators
are seeking the financial
sector’s support in this bid,

adding that participation in
the open finance ecosystem
is not mandatory.

“In establishing the
open finance ecosystem, the
BSP sees the value of plac-
ing the governance of the
industry into a single body
with explicit formalized self-
governance structure where
the industry standards and
inter-participant business
rules are housed,” he said.

An Open Finance
Oversight Committee
(OFOC) is now being
formed and this will include
representatives from each
classification of banks, non-
bank financial institutions,
electronic money issuers,
operators of payment sys-
tems, and other related sec-
tors, he added. (PNA)

Philippines, welcome the
two-week ECQ as a pre-
emptive move against the
surge of Covid-19 cases that
will wreak more havoc to the
economy and our people.
Short-term sacrifice for
long-term gain, so to speak,”
it said.

FINEX also reminded
its members “to leave no
stone unturned” in taking
care and helping their em-
ployees during the ECQ pe-
riod.

It urged Filipinos to
maintain minimum public
health protocols and do their
part in mitigating the risks of
contracting Covid-19 by get-
ting vaccinated.

“We strongly urge that
the importation of more vac-
cines be treated with urgency
and that an aggressive and
efficient vaccination pro-
gram and effective contact
tracing be given heightened
attention, especially in areas
that substantially contribute
to our economy,” it added.
(PNA)

BACTERIA IN MT. MAYON SOILS DISCOVERED TO
HAVE ANTIBIOTIC, ANTI-CANCER POTENTIAL
University of the

Philippines Los Baños
(UPLB) researchers exam-
ined 30 bacterial species
from Mt. Mayon soils and
discovered that there are
some which exhibited an-
tibiotic and anti-cancer
properties.

One of these bacte-
ria was Streptomyces sp.
A1-08, a new bacterial spe-
cies to be given the name
"Streptomyces mayonensis
A1-08" if ever verified to
be novel. It has "activity
against numerous poten-
tially pathogenic microor-
ganisms and anti-colorectal
cancer potential."

Kristel Mae
Oliveros, an assistant pro-
fessor in the Microbiology

Division of UPLB and also the
project leader, expressed that
their team is looking forward
to identifying more undiscov-
ered species considering a vol-
cano is one of the least stud-
ied fields.

In their research,
Oliveros said that they utilized
organisms that represented
some of the major groupings
of microbes.

Alongside Oliveros,
Albert Remus Rosana, a Uni-
versity of Alberta, Canada
Ph.D. student and one of the
members of this project, also
stated that they considered test
organisms that are related to
the human pathogen list iden-
tified by the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) that poses
an immense threat to public

health by 2050 owing to an-
tibiotic resistance.

The 30 species of mi-
croorganisms from which
chemical compounds may be
produced have potential
pharmaceutical, medical,
and cosmeceutical benefits.

However, Streptomy-
ces sp. A1-08 was one of a
kind due to the antagonistic
effect it has on all test bacte-
ria even on the methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus
aureus or simply MRSA.
MRSA itself is highly resis-
tant to antibiotics which
makes it challenging to cure
infections.
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In God
We Trust


