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MANILA – To address the concerns of Bacoor City
Mayor Lani Mercado raised regarding difficulties in
managing the quarantine of her Covid-19 affected con-
stituents, Office of Civil Defense (OCD) head and Na-
tional Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council
(NDRRMC) executive director, Undersecretary Ricardo
Jalad, on Thursday directed the provision of additional

support to the city.
In a meeting done with

OCD officials, OCD
Calabarzon head Ma.
Theresa Escolano reported
that they have been closely
working with the city in the
management of their Covid-
19 situation since the start of
the pandemic operations.

During the meeting,
Jalad directed Escolano to
ensure that the additional
positive cases in Bacoor will
be housed in all available
quarantine facilities in the re-
gion as well as provide other
support such as the fuel for
the transport vehicles and the
needs of those in quarantine.

These will be done
while the procurement pro-
cess to engage the services of
additional quarantine facili-

ties (hotels) is in progress.
OCD Calabarzon re-

ported that the temporary
treatment and monitoring fa-
cilities (TTMFs) in the re-
gion can still accommodate
more individuals. The
Calabarzon TTMFs can
house a total of 6,900 indi-
viduals with only 2,500 (35
percent) occupants currently
admitted.

“The national govern-
ment has opened these
TTMFs to ensure that LGUs
(local government units) will
not be overwhelmed with the
responsibility of taking care
of their Covid-19 affected
constituents. We will ensure
that the Bacoor LGU and all
other LGUs will be able to
avail of this service,” Jalad
said.

“OCD-Calabarzon is
in close communication with
the office of Mayor Mercado
so that we can continue sup-
porting them while Bacoor
is still preparing the proposal
for the engagement of addi-
tional facilities,” Escolano
said.

Meanwhile, the
Calabarzon Regional Inter-
agency Task Force (RITF),
through the Department of
Social Welfare and Develop-
ment, provided additional
4,000 family food packs ear-
lier this August to the Bacoor
to support the intensified
granular lockdowns.

The Department of
Education-Calabarzon, on
the other hand, also commit-
ted the availability of their
schools for conversion into
isolation facilities if the need
arises. The Department of
Public Works and Highways
is also building additional
isolation facilities.

“We stick to the
Bayanihan approach in deal-

OCD vows continued support to
Bacoor quarantine efforts
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Inaasahan ng Depart-
ment of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) na ang
pagtatayo ng mga retarding
basin ay makakatulong sa
mga “flood hazard area” sa
Cavite lalo sa panahon ng
tag-ulan at mabilis na
pagbabago ng pandaigdigang
panahon.

Nagpahayag ng
kumpiyansa si DPWH Secre-
tary Mark A. Villar, na ang
Flood Risk Management
Project sa Imus ay ang
pinakamahusay na solusyon
para sa mga lugar na mabilis

PAGTATAYO NG
RETARDING BASINS,
INAASAHANG
LULUTAS SA PAGBAHA
SA CAVITE

bahain sa lalawigan.
“We have high hopes

that this project will reduce
flood risk to local homes and
businesses,” ani Villar.

Ayon kay DPWH

Undersecretary for Unified
Project Management Office
(UPMO) Operations Emil
K. Sadain, ang pagtatayo ng
dalawang proyekto ng reser-
voir na pinangalanang Imus

at Bacoor Retarding Basin
ay makababawas sa “flood
peak discharges” sa mga
mababang bahagi ng Imus at
Bacoor Rivers.

Batay sa ulat ng PIA,
“Retarding basins are being

constructed to temporarily
store most, if not all, of the
rainwater run-off during very
high rainfall, to absorb and
contain flooding in periods
of high rain and later release
at regulated flow rate.”

Ang naturang
proyekto ay batay sa isang
master management plan
para sa Imus River na
inihanda ng Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
(JICA).

Ibinahagi ni Cavite Governor Jonvic Remulla na nangako si IATF Chief Implementer
Secretary Vince Dizon na magpapadala ang pamahalaan ng nasa 5 milyon dosis ng bakuna
kontra COVID-19 sa lalawigan simula ngayong Setyembre.

“May firm commitment na po si IATF Chief Implementer Sec. Vince Dizon na sila
ay magpapadala ng 5 million doses mula sa iba’t-ibang vaccine brands or manufacturers,”
ani Remulla sa kaniyang post sa social media.

“Ito ay darating sa Cavite simula ngayong buwan: At least 1 million doses this Sep-
tember while the rest shall be sent progressively from October to December 2021,” dagdag
pa niya.

Sinabi rin ng gobernador na magkakaroon ng “final delivery confirmation” matapos
ang magiging pagpupulong niya kasama ang mga alkalde sa lalawigan.

ing with this concern. OCD
will continue to help the
people of Bacoor as before,
with the cooperation and as-
sistance of its LGU, led by
Mayor Lani Mercado, and
our colleague agencies in
government such as the
DepEd, DOH (Department
of Health), DPWH,
DSWD,” Jalad said.

“We will continue to
execute our Covid-19 Re-
sponse duties in support of
the national effort without
sacrificing the integrity of
our systems. We will strictly
adhere to the prescribed pro-
cedures in RA 9184 (Pro-
curement Law),” he added.

Jalad's office has yet
to receive the proposal docu-
ments such as the program
of expenditure and other par-
ticulars relating to the re-
quest to open additional
quarantine facilities men-
tioned by Mercado in her in-
terview. (PR)

Masayang ibinahagi ng lokal na pamahalaan ng
Carmona na nakatanggap ng 492 radio units ang mga
bumubuo ng Carmona Municipal Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council (MDRRMC), Setyembre 3.

Inaasahan ng LGU na sa tulong ng mga naturang
kagamitan ay mas maayos at mas mabilis na ang
komunikasyon ng kanilang emergency responders tuwing
may aksidente o kalamidad.

Batay sa kanilang pabatid, kabilang sa mga
nakatanggap ng radio units ay ang Municipal Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Office (MDRRMO), 14 na
barangay sa bayan, PNP-Carmona, BFP-Carmona, Carmona
Traffic Management Office (CARTMO), Civil Security Unit
(CSU), at iba pang emergency frontliners.

Source: Municipality of Carmona, Cavite

492 RADIO UNITS, NATANGGAP
NG CARMONA MDRRMC

5M DOSIS NG BAKUNA MULA SA IBA’T
IBANG BRAND, DARATING SA CAVITE



GUHIT NG KAPALARAN

E D I T O R ' S
NOTE:
All comments and
o p i n i o n s
submitted by our
c o n t r i b u t i n g
writers and herein
published shall
remain as
personal opinion
of our column
writers. Viewliner
shall not be held
liable to any legal
issues related to
any commentaries
that may appear
herein.

MEMBER

An English-Filipino newsweekly published every Monday by
Pahayagan ng Kabitenyo with Editorial and Business Office at

147 Panapaan IV, Bacoor, Cavite.
Email: pahayaganngkabitenyo@Yahoo.com.

Entered as Second Class Mail at Postal Region IV San Pablo
City under Permit N0 200305 on May 27, 2003

ERNA M. BALAGTAS
Publisher

DIOSAN MARUAL
KCEE NACION

Marketing & Circulation Manager

DIOSDADO ARIEL F. ALTO, JR.
Editor-In-Chief

SUBSCRIPTION RATE :             P1,000.00/year
Advertising Rate :            P200.00/col. cm.
Legal Rate :            P160.00/col. cm.

2

EDITORIAL - Money properly spent
The country enters the so-called ’ber months, heralding the start of the long Christ-

mas season, with the news that the government’s debt has climbed further to P11.6 tril-
lion as of end-July.

This is the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, which last year drove the country
into its deepest recession since World War II. While there are hints of economic recovery
this year, most businesses are still devastated and revenues sources are down, even as
more funds are needed for the pandemic response.

So the government has resorted to borrowing heavily from both domestic and for-
eign sources. Since the start of the year, the total national debt has grown by P1.8 trillion
or 18.5 percent, rising by four percent from June to July alone.

The heavy borrowing makes it all the more important to spend public funds judi-
ciously and with transparency for proper accounting, especially for expenditures related
to the pandemic response. Details emerging at the ongoing Senate probe on the procure-
ment of pandemic supplies, however, do not inspire public confidence about government
spending.

Malacañang has maintained that all procurements from certain lucky and well-
connected companies are aboveboard. With proper documentation, this should be easy
to prove. Answering the accusations through solid evidence is the best way to dispel
suspicions raised in people’s minds that emergency supplies procured by the government
are overpriced and, worse, that crooks have profited from it.

The suspicions will not be dispelled by infantile name-calling. Even framing such
probes as politicking will not wash. Who isn’t politicking in the national leadership? If
dirt is unearthed by rival politicians, the public will still welcome the opportunity to
establish wrongdoing and hold the guilty accountable. And the public will welcome any
effort to ensure that the trillions in debt that the next generations of Filipinos will have to
repay will be money properly spent.

Kahit may cancer, may pag-asa pa

DOC WILLIE - Dr. Willie T. Ong

Maraming klase ng kanser. May kanser na nagagamot pa. May kanser na nakokontrol.
May kanser na mabagal gumalaw o nare-reverse ang paglaki. Depende sa kanser at kondisyon
ng pasyente.

Kahit anong stage pa ito, puwede pa ring mapahaba ang buhay.
Narito ang aking mga payo:
(1) Magpatingin sa doktor.
(2) Sundin ang payo ng doktor kung chemotherapy o surgery ang kailangan.
(3) Lakasan ang loob at palakasin ang katawan.
(4) Huwag munang umasa sa mga alternatibong gamutan dahil mas malaki ang tsansa

ng pasyente sa gamutan ng doktor.
Kahit sabihing stage 4 pa, iba’t iba pa rin ang kahihinatnan nito. May stage 4 na

seryoso at kalat na sa maraming parte ng katawan. May stage 4 na kaunti lang ang kalat at
mas maganda ang prognosis. Tinawag lang sa ganitong stage dahil sa depinisyon ng stag-
ing.

Maraming factors ang tumutukoy sa haba ng buhay. Mahalaga ang gamutan ng doktor,
suporta sa nutrisyon, suporta ng pamilya, lakas ng loob, determinasyon ng pasyente,
positibong pananaw at panalangin sa Diyos.

Walang makapagsasabi ng haba ng buhay. Walang sinuman ang tiyak sa kanyang
kinabukasan. Gumawa lang tayo ng mabuti.

Bilang doktor ang tungkulin ko ay magbigay inspirasyon at lakas ng loob sa pasyente.
Katuwang ng tamang gamutan, bigyan ng pag-asa at pagmamahal ang pasyente.

Kahit gaano kadilim ang hinaharap natin sa sakit o sa problema ng bayan, dapat
magtiyaga at lumaban lang.

Tandaan: Walang imposible sa Diyos. Naniniwala ako na bibigyan tayo ng Diyos ng
sapat na haba ng buhay para magawa ang ating misyon sa buhay.

VIRGO: (Ago. 23-Set.23) Mababago ang iyong priority dahil sa makabuluhang payo
ng taong malapit sa’yo. Laging maniguro sa investment, huwag ipagkatiwala ang lahat sa
iba. Makakatulong ang mga halaman na magpaganda ng iyong mood. Lucky numbers at
color for the day ang 47, 36, 18, 55, 21 at mango orange.

LIBRA: (Set.  24-Okt. 23) Magiging agresibo ka na maabot ang mga pangarap.
Tiyakin lang na walang maargrabya-do sa paghakbang. Lucky numbers at color for the day
ang 42, 21, 33, 52, 12 at ruby red.

SCORPIO: (Okt. 24-Nob. 22) Araw-araw lumalago ang desire na magtutulak para
lumago rin sa kaalaman. Naglalandas ang kasaganahan. Lucky numbers at color for the
day ang 25, 38, 18, 55, 42 at sky blue.

SAGITTARIUS: (Nob. 23-Dis. 21) Masaya ang iyong kalooban dahil lumilinaw na
maipu- fully paid ang malaking loan. Ingat ka sa pikot. Lucky numbers at color for the day
ang 18, 21, 45, 53, 35 at emerald green.

CAPRICORN: (Dis. 22-Ene. 19) Ang iyong life lesson ang magbibigay ng
masaganang buhay. Dadaloy ang biyaya. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 32, 49,
22, 56, 12 at mango orange.

AQUARIUS: (Ene. 20-Peb. 18) Ang bagong love inte-rest ang magpapasaya sa buong
araw. May chance na magkakilala kayo ng lubos. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang
22, 53, 15, 35, 46 at turmeric yellow.

PISCES: (Peb. 19-Mar. 20) Ang present proposal ang magbibigay ng magandang
break sa business. Kaya repasuhin ito ng mabuti. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang
22, 16, 32, 42, 53 at magenta red.

ARIES: (Mar. 21-Abr. 19) I-share ang blessing para lalong ma-bless. Hindi lahat ay
magagawang i-please, kaya mind your own. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 16,
32, 42, 53, 25 at mango orange.

TAURUS: (Abr. 20-May. 20) Maipapasa ang a-plikasyon sa abroad, pero 50/50 ka
sa puso niya. Maging consistent. Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 45, 26, 33, 12, 57
at cyan blue.

GEMINI: (May. 21-Hun. 21) Tiyakin na naiintindihan ng lubos bago lagdaan ang
kontrata. Huwag konsintihin ang palalong kamag-anak. Lucky numbers at color for the
day ang 33, 16, 26, 52, 45 at tangerine.

CANCER: (Hun. 22-
Hul. 22) Makikita mo in per-
son ang iyong ka-chat. Ikaw
lang ang makakaalam kung
ma-excite ka sa kanya o
hindi. Lucky numbers at
color for the day ang 33, 55,
46, 12, 44 at shocking pink.

LEO: (Hul. 23-Ago.
22) Makikilala mo ang
mistery suitor. Bigyan siya
ng pagkakataon kung single,
pero idispatsa agad kung
“may sabit”. Lucky numbers
at color for the day ang 22,
45, 16, 52, 29 at cobalt blue.
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MANILA – The Philippine Navy (PN) said the acquisition of eight units of fast
attack interdiction craft-missile (FAIC-M) will complement its 12 multipurpose attack craft
(MPAC) previously acquired to secure the country’s coastal waters and maritime territo-
ries.

"This acquisition aims to strengthen the country's naval capability in terms of en-
hancing littoral defense and maritime interdiction operations as it will complement the
previously acquired 12 MPAC of the PN," Navy spokesperson Commander Benjo Negranza
said in a message to the Philippine News Agency Saturday night.

Three of the MPACs are armed with the Rafael Advanced Defense Ltd. Spike-ER
(extended range) surface-to-surface missile system while three more are scheduled to be
installed with the same weapon system.

Negranza said the acquisition of eight units of FAIC-M is among the 2019 projects
approved by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte under the Horizon 2 List of the Revised Armed
Forces of the Philippines Modernization Program.

"The first two units of the FAIC-M (are) estimated to arrive in-country around the
last quarter of 2022," he said.

He also said the FAIC-M project was awarded to Israel Shipyards Ltd. and Rafael
Advanced Defense Systems of Israel under a government-to-government procurement
scheme and is divided into two lots.

"Lot 1 covers the delivery of nine platforms, four of which will be missile-capable,
and the upgrading of the Naval Shipyard (NSY) for the establishment of a local production
line as part of the Transfer of Technology (ToT). On the other hand, Lot 2 includes the
integration of weapons and combat systems," Negranza said.

Former PN chief Vice Admiral Giovanni Carlo Bacordo earlier said the FAIC-M
Project Contract was signed on Feb. 9, 2021 while the Notice to Proceed was signed last
April 27.

The FAIC-M project, which is worth around PHP10 billion, had its Notice of Award
issued on Jan. 5, 2021.

Reports said the Israeli shipbuilder will be supplying its Shaldag Mark V for the
Navy's FAIC-M project.

Bacordo said successful negotiations with the Israeli shipbuilder resulted in the addi-
tion of one Shaldag Mark V unit to the eight boats initially ordered without any extra cost
to the Philippine government.

Fast missile boats seen to complement PH
Navy’s attack craft

MANILA – Gilas Pilipinas has been drawn into Group A of the FIBA World Cup
Asian Qualifiers after the group draw at the FIBA head office in Lausanne, Switzerland
on Tuesday.

Just like in the FIBA Asia Cup Qualifiers, Gilas and South Korea will be in one
group again, this time being joined by New Zealand and India in Group A.

Group B, however, offers something interesting for basketball fans as a "group of
death" has been formed there with Australia, China, Japan, and Chinese Taipei in it.

Despite being geographically part of the East Zone, Indonesia has been placed in
the West Zone, joining Jordan, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia in Group C.

The other west group, Group D, consists of Iran, Kazakhstan, Syria, and Bahrain.
For the first round of the qualifiers, which will begin with an 11-day window from

November 20 to 30, teams will play a double round-robin tournament within their groups.
The next windows have been scheduled from February 2 to March 1 and June 27

to July 5 in 2022.
The top three teams per group will move on for the second round of the qualifiers

scheduled for the windows of August 22 to 30 and November 7 to 15 next year and
February 20 to 28, 2023.

The top two teams from each second-round group plus the best third placer will
join Gilas and Japan as Asia's representatives to the FIBA World Cup that the Philip-
pines, Japan, and Indonesia will co-host.

However, if Indonesia fails to enter the FIBA Asia Cup quarterfinals next year,
the other third placer will qualify. (PNA)

Gilas drawn to Group A of FIBA World Cup Asian Qualifiers

MANILA – The Phil-
ippines aims to secure
Japan's assistance on safely
d i s p o s i n g
hydrochlorofluorocarbons
(HCFCs) and
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs)
from various industries na-
tionwide.

Such assistance will
enable the country to destroy
HCFCs and HFCs without
releasing these substances'
gases into the air -- protect-
ing the ozone layer and cli-
mate, noted the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources-Environmental
Management Bureau
(DENR-EMB) OIC Assis-
tant Director Vizminda
Osorio.

"At present, the Philip-
pines is coordinating with
Japan's Ministry of the Envi-
ronment regarding the possi-
bility of having a destruction
facility here in our country,"
she said during this month's
Ang Tinig Klima program
aired on August 27 for the
2021 observance of the an-
nual International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone
Layer (IDPOL) on Sept. 16.

Located in the atmo-
sphere, she said the ozone
layer is the mantle of ozone
molecules shielding Earth
from over-exposure to the
sun's ultraviolet rays.

HCFCs are ozone-de-
pleting substances (ODS)
used in refrigeration and
other applications but which
the Philippines is phasing out
in line with its commitment
under the Montreal Protocol
on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer.

Montreal Protocol is

PH eyes Japan's help in protecting ozone layer,
climate

the international environ-
mental agreement on pre-
venting further ozone layer
depletion by eliminating
ODS use.

"It laid down mecha-
nisms for control and phase-
out of ODS," Osorio said.

HFCs are non-ODS
alternatives to HCFCs but
which have high global
warming potential.

According to experts,
there is a need for industry
alternatives that will protect
the ozone layer from further
depletion without increasing
global warming that is driv-
ing climate change.

Phasing down HFCs is
aligned with Montreal
Protocol’s Kigali Amend-
ment which the Philippines
and other parties to this
agreement approved in
2016, noted the Philippine
Ozone Desk (POD).

POD facilitates and
coordinates ODS phase-out
projects and policies in the
country.

The Kigali Amend-
ment seeks to help boost the
fight against climate change
by requiring parties to the
Montreal Protocol to gradu-
ally phase down HFC pro-
duction and use, the POD
added.

The Philippines has
set its HFC phase-down in
2024.

Osorio said work is al-
ready underway to provide
safe storage for HCFCs and
HFCs in the country.

"EMB, with the help
of Pollution Adjudication
Board, is building a storage
facility in San Mateo Rizal
for such substances," she

said.
Recovered HCFCs

and HFCs will be tempo-
rarily stored in that facility
before being delivered to the
destruction facility for these
substances, she noted.

Industry stakeholders
concerned regularly receive
EMB's reminder to always
properly manage and re-
cover respective HCFCs and
HFCs so these won't leak
into the air, Osorio contin-
ued.

"We're also seeking
alternatives that don't de-
stroy the ozone layer and in-
crease global warming," she
said.

"Montreal Protocol -
Keeping Us, our Food and
Vaccines Cool" is the 2021
IDPOL theme, said UN En-
vironment Programme.

In 1994, UN General
Assembly designated Sept.
16 of every year as IDPOL
to commemorate countries’
signing of Montreal Protocol
in 1987.

Scientists’ discovery
of a hole in the ozone layer
has fueled international ac-
tion on the matter, including
the crafting of the Montreal
Protocol.

Earlier, UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
described the Montreal Pro-
tocol as “an inspirational ex-
ample of how humanity is
capable of cooperating to
address a global challenge”
and a “key instrument for
tackling today’s climate cri-
sis”.

As a result of interna-
tional cooperation on the
matter, he said the ozone
layer "is healing". (PNA)
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FDA approves Moderna vaccine for 12-17 year olds

Nauwi sa isang
engkwentro sa pagitan ng
pulisya at tatlong
kalalakihan na sakay ng
isang taxi, ang isinagawang
Oplan Sita sa Barangay
Salawag, Dasmariñas City
bandang 12:30 kaninang
madaling araw.

Ayon sa ulat ng
pulisya, nagbabantay ang
mga tauhan ng PCP 4
Salawag ng Dasmariñas
CPS ng kanilang sitahin ang
isang kahina-hinalang kulay
puting taxi na walang plate
number.

Gayunpaman, sa halip

na tumigil ay pinatakbo ng
drayber ang taxi at
pinaputukan ng mga baril
ang mga awtoridad dahilan
upang gumanti sila ng putok
upang ipagtanggol ang
kanilang mga sarili.

Tatlo sa mga suspek
ang nagtamo ng mga tama ng

OPLAN SITA SA DASMARIÑAS, NAUWI SA
ENGKWENTRO; ISA SA MGA SUSPEK, PATAY

baril at agad silang isinugod
sa Pagamutan ng
Dasmariñas para sa
pagpapagamot.

Batay sa naging
imbestigasyon, kinilala ang
mga suspek bilang sina Jose
Pepito Rusco y Velasquez,
36, nagpapagaling; Abdul

Samie Sultan y Umadan, 33
nagpapagaling; at Domingo
Macunay y Abenoja, na
kalauna’y binawian ng buhay.

Samantala, sa
pagsisiyasat ay nasamsam
mula sa kanilang sinasakyan
ang isang fragmentation hand
grenade, isang yunit ng snub
nose cal. 38 na walang serial
number, at puno ng apat na
live ammunitions at isang
FCC; Dalawang yunit ng Cal.
45 na may serial number
916394 habang ang isa pa ay
walang serial number, na may
labing walong live ammuni-
tions at dalawang FCC; apat
na FCC para sa Cal. M16;
siyam na FCC para sa 9MM;
Dalawang pirasong HSTPS
na naglalaman ng
hinihinalang shabu; Isang
pirasong HSTPS na
naglalaman ng hinihinalang
marijuana at dalawang kulay
na itim na helmet.

Sinabi ng
Pamahalaang Panlungsod
ng Imus nitong Huwebes
na magsasagawa sila ng
sariling fact-finding mis-
sion ukol sa naiulat na
4,000 dosis ng bakuna na
“unaccounted”.

Ayon sa ulat ng “24
Oras”, napag-alaman
umano ng Department of
Health Calabarzon na
mayroong “discrepan-
cies” o di pagkakatugma

sa vaccine vials ng lungsod
noong Agosto 19.

Dahil dito, aagad na
pinahintulutan ni Imus,
Cavite Mayor Emmanuel
Maliksi ang kanyang mga
opisyal sa lungsod na
magsagawa ng pagsisiyasat sa
di umano’y iregularidad sa
kanilang rollout sa
pagbabakuna.

"Ayaw siyempre natin
na mabahiran ng anomalya,
kung mayroon," pahayag ni

Maliksi
Sa hiwalay na ulat

ng “24Oras” noong
Setyembre 1, sinabi ng Na-
tional Bureau of Investiga-
tion (NBI) na nagsimula na
rin itong mag-imbestiga
tungkol sa mga nawalang
bakuna mula sa Imus. Ang
mga bakuna ay
ipinagkaloob umano sa
mga kumpanya na
handang magbayad para sa
mga gamot

NAWAWALANG BAKUNA NG LUNGSOD
NG IMUS, IIMBESTIGAHAN

MANILA – The Phil-
ippine Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) has of-
ficially approved the use of
the Moderna Covid-19 vac-
cine for adolescents, allow-
ing it to be administered to
those aged 12 and up.

In a Laging Handa
briefing on Friday, FDA Di-
rector General
Undersecretary Eric
Domingo said Moderna ap-
plied for an amendment on
the emergency use author-
ity (EUA) on their vaccine
two weeks ago and has since
been approved by vaccine
experts and the FDA’s regu-
latory body.

“In-approve na namin
ngayong araw na ito ang
paggamit—under EUA—
ng Moderna vaccine aged
12 to 17 (We have approved
this day the use—under
EUA—of the Moderna vac-
cine for those aged 12 to
17),” Domingo said.

Domingo urged
health professionals respon-
sible for administering the
vaccine to watch out for
“very rare” occurrence of
myocarditis—or heart in-
flammation, similar to other

mRNA vaccines like the
Pfizer BioNTech.

“Nakikita sa mga very
few, very rarely, siguro few in
several million, at mas
nakikita sa mga younger
males. So ito lamang ang
dapat bantayan (It can be
found in very few, very rarely,
maybe few instances in sev-
eral million and more com-
mon in younger males. So,
this is what we need to watch
out for),” Domingo said.

With the increasing
cases and the community
transmission of the highly in-
fectious Delta variant of the
coronavirus, he said experts
have found that the benefits
of the vaccine “outweighs the
risk”.

He noted that Moderna
has applied for full approval
with the US FDA and results
are expected to be released
within the month.

Not contaminated
He said the batches of

the Moderna vaccine avail-
able in the country are safe to
use despite reports that Japan
has suspended its administra-
tion of the vaccine due to con-
tamination.

“Kinonfirm naman
natin 'yung mga doses na
dineliver sa Pilipinas ay
hindi po kasama sa batches
under investigation (We have
confirmed that the doses de-
livered to the Philippines are
not included in the batches
under investigation),”
Domingo said.

He said at least three
batches of the vaccine are
currently being investigated
for having stainless steel par-
ticles possibly caused by
damaged machinery in its
assembly line.

He noted that the find-
ings on the contaminated
batches have so far shown no
effects on the vaccine's
safety and efficacy.

“Dito po satin ay tuloy
po ang paggamit ng
Moderna vaccine (Here in
our country, we will continue
using the Moderna vaccine).
At this time, there's no rea-
son to stop it,” Domingo
said.

He also reminded vac-
cinators on the importance of
inspecting vaccine vials prior
to aspiration and injection to
ensure its safety. (PNA)


