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Investments in education, health and agriculture are the highlights of the pro-
posed PHP6.793-trillion national budget for 2026 ratified by the Senate on Monday, ac-
cording to Senator Sherwin Gatchalian.

Delivering the ratification speech for the bicameral conference committee re-
port on House Bill No. 4058, Gatchalian said the overall direction of the 2026 General
Appropriations Bill is anchored on human development, with priority funding directed to
sectors seen as critical to long-term national growth.

“We will
see that the funds that we
have invested in education,
health, and agriculture are
big because we believe that
these three sectors are ve-
ry important for the de-
velopment of our country
and for the development of
our economy,” Gatchalian,
chairperson of the Commit-
tee on Finance, said.

He said education
remains the single larg-

est investment in the 2026
budget, with total funding
reaching PHP1.35 trillion,
equivalent to 4.4 percent of
gross domestic product.
Gatchalian  said
that he added that funding
was also boosted for Zero
Balance Billing in Depart-
ment of Health hospitals
and for specialty hospitals.
He highlighted the
proposed PHP214.39-bil-
lion agriculture budget,

which he said is the highest
allocation for the sector in
more than a decade and is
intended to support farm
incomes and strengthen
food security.

Gatchalian said
the bicameral conference
committee incorporat-
ed safeguards to protect
public funds, citing lives-
treamed bicameral delib-
erations, public access to

SEE PAGE 7..

PGC Holds Top Management RG\IIBW

The Provincial
Government of Cavite
conducted a Top Man-
agement Review on
December 11, 2025,
bringing together de-
partment heads and
key personnel to re-
inforce the province’s
commitment to effi-
cient, transparent, and
quality public service.

The program
opened with an in-
vocation, followed by
a presentation of the
province’s Quality Pol-
icy and an audio-visual
overview highlighting
ongoing quality initia-
tives. Participants were
formally acknowl-
edged by Ms. Anne
Minnette M. Dastas,
Unit Head of the Of-
fice of the Provincial
Governor-Office  of
the Provincial Internal
Audit Services.

Messages  of
support and direction
were delivered by Pro-
vincial Administrator
Engr. Gilbert V. Gan-
dia, underscoring the
importance of insti-

tutionalizing quahty
standards across pro-
vincial offices.

A Top Man-
agement Meeting, led
by Ms. Michelle E. Al-
cid, Provincial Board
Secretary and Quality
Management Repre-
sentative, served as a
key platform to assess
performance and align
strategies.

The program conclud-
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ed with closing re-
marks from the Chief
of Staff Mr. Ferdinand
A. Belamide, empha-
sizing continuous
improvement and ac-
countability in gover-
nance.

The activity re-
affirmed the provincial
government’s dedica-
tion to strengthening
systems and delivering
responsive services to
the public. — A. Sarte
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TOP PERFORMING CITY MAYORS IN
THE PROVINCE OF CAVITE

(2025 YEAR-END SURVEY)

FERRER
JON-JON

GENERAL TRIAS, CAVITE

BARZAGA
JENNY

DASMARINAS CITY, CAVITE

94.7%

v
ADVINCULA
ALEX

IMUS CITY, CAVITE

96.4%

DENVER

CAVITE CITY, CAVITE

94.2%

2N

LUBIGAN

REVILLA TOLENTINO
GEMMA STRIKE BRENT DAHLIA
TRECE MARTIRES, CAVITE BACOOR CITY, CAVITE TAGAYTAY CITY, CAVITE CARMONA CITY, CAVITE
92.1% 91.6% 90.9% 84.2%
2025 Year-End Survey

Survey Period: Dec 7 - 20, 2025
No. of respondents: 5,000
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Mayor Jojo Domingo §
joined the ribbon cutting and |
blessing of the new Grade 11
Senior High School building
at Amadeo Integrated School, :
together with principal Gloria _{_
Villela and district supervisor
Gloria Mojica. This project &
strengthens the partnership
between the 1L GU : and the

education sector in provid-
Wy ing safe, conducive, and high
quality learning spaces for
our youth. The new building
represents the municipality’s
continued investment in ed-
ucation and its commitment
to supporting better opportu-
nities and brighter futures for
= every learner.

We Tuust

VOL. 24 NO. 46

JANUARY & - 11, 2026

P15.00

SMMt@ Sa) I(gall;a|t+a;a n: Lokalj na, =

ATl CALABARZON;Trains,

Oyely 1,000 Raymers; Ag
Stakeholders,im?2

In 2025, the De-
partment of Agriculture
(DA) capacity builder, the
Agricultural Training

Pa|m;a|||;a||ta;an| ng; Gayite; va

S;ﬂJl}il&lﬂfﬂﬁfﬂg!ﬂllMﬂgﬂ]lhEﬂll\ I(gatslv‘qm

Sa isang makabuluhang pag-

titipon na ginanap noong Disyembre 18,
2025 sa Casa de Libro, ang mga piling
mag-aaral ng Cavite High School ay na-
katanggap ng pinansyal na tulong mula
sa butihing Punong Bayan, Mayor Hon.
Denver Chua. Ang nasabing programa ay !
bahagi ng tuloy-tuloy na adbokasiya ng |
lokal na pamahalaan upang suportahan at
pahalagahan ang edukasyon ng kabataan,
na itinuturing na isa sa pinakamahalagang
pundasyon para sa kaunlaran ng buong ko-

munidad.

Lubos na ikinatu-
wa ng mga mag-aaral ang
natamong tulong, na mag-
sisilbing gabay at suporta
sa kanilang pag-aaral, lalo

OTHOISMbY

The Bureau of
Customs (BOC) has
launched an online
tracking portal for the
door-to-door deliveries
of “balikbayan” boxes
to the families of over-
seas Filipino workers
(OFWs) nationwide.

In a social me-
dia post, the bureau said
the public may access
https://customs.gov.
ph/home/overseas-fil-
ipino-worker-ofw/, re-
garding the status of
their boxes.

Upon accessing
the website, the bene-
ficiaries will be able to
get information includ-
ing the Bill of Lading,
the container number,
consolidator, de-con-

na sa pagtugon sa mga pan-
gangailangang  pang-ak-
ademiko tulad ng mga
kagamitan sa pag-aaral,
libro, at iba pang maha-

solidator, country of
origin, and the status of
the delivery.

At the same
time, the bureau re-
minded the public that
no payment of fees will
be required for the de-
livery of the boxes and
the site is continuous-
ly updated with each
door-to-door rollout.

The people are
also advised to send an
email to bayanibox@
customs.gov.ph for in-
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Your Partner in Health

halagang pangangailangan
sa paaralan. Ayon sa mga
mag-aaral, ang tulong na
ito ay nagbigay sa kanila
ng dagdag na inspirasyon

at motibasyon upang mas

pagbutihin ang kanilang
pagganap sa paaralan at
patuloy na magsikap upang

SEE PAGE 7..
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quiries regarding balik-
bayan boxes.

Earlier, Com-
missioner Ariel
Nepomuceno said the
agency would be con-
ducting  door-to-door
delivery of boxes sent
by OFWs.

This was in
compliance with the

orders of President
Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. to release the some
130,000 balikbayan
boxes as a gift to OFWs
and their families in the
country.

The initiative
seeks to ensure faster
and more transparent
delivery of balikbayan
boxes nationwide.

(ATI)
in CALABARZON,
equipped a total of 7,084
individuals with the knowl-

Institute

edge and skills necessary
to help steer a competitive
and prosperous agriculture
and fisheries sectors to-
wards a vibrant economy.

025

As the catalyst
and knowledge bank of the
Philippine agriculture and
fishery extension

(AFE) system,
the DA-ATI CALABAR-
ZON trained 4,783 farmers;
1,209 agricultural exten-

SEE PAGE 7..
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ernment of General Tri-
as marked a milestone
in local agriculture with
the graduation ceremo-
ny of the Farmers Field
School on Sustainable
Pig Farming (FFS-SPF)
held on December 19,
2025, at the Animal
Pound Center in Bagong
Kalsada, Brgy. Pasong
Kawayan II.

The program
celebrated the comple-
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tion of learning-by-doing

training by local farmers
aimed at promoting en-
vironmentally sound,
safe, and profitable pig
farming practices. Par-
ticipants were equipped
with practical knowledge
on animal health, biose-
curity, and sustainable
livestock management to
strengthen food security
and livelihood opportu-
nities in the city.
SEE PAGE 7..
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JReyond the Gignature—

The signing of the national budget is always a moment of consequence. With
one stroke of the pen, the government converts months of debate, negotiation, and po-
litical compromise into a binding plan that will shape the country’s priorities for the
year ahead. For the Philippines, the budget’s approval is not merely a procedural mile-
stone—it is a statement of intent about who and what the nation chooses to invest in.

At its best, the budget is a moral document. It reflects commitments to education,
healthcare,social protection, infrastructure, andnational security. Itsignalswhetherthe state
is serious about inclusive growth or content with uneven progress. The latest budget sign-
ing arrives amid persistent challenges: rising prices, climate risks, learning gaps, strained
public services, and the need to sustain economic momentum while protecting the most vul-
nerable. These realities demand more than optimism; they require disciplined execution.
Yet history reminds us that the real test begins after the ink dries. Alloca-
tion does not guarantee impact. Delays in releases, weak absorptive capaci-
ty, and leakages have too often blunted the promise of well-intentioned appro-
priations. A people-centered budget must be matched by timely disbursement,
transparent procurement, and rigorous monitoring—especially for programs that
directly affect livelihoods, classrooms, hospitals, and disaster-prone communities.

Accountability, therefore, is paramount. Congress must continue over-

sight beyond passage.

Line agencies

must publish

clear performance tar-

gets and report results in plain language. The Commission on Audit’s findings
should prompt swift corrective action, not defensiveness. Civil society and the
media have a role to play in scrutinizing spending and amplifying communi-
ty feedback. Transparency is not an obstacle to governance; it is its safeguard.

Thesigning ofthe Philippine budgetshould also beacall forunity of purpose. Parti-
sanbattles maybeinevitable duringdeliberations, butimplementation demands cooperation
across branches and levels of government. Local governments, as frontline implementers,
need predictable funding and technical supportto deliverservices efficiently. National agen-
cies must coordinate to avoid duplication and ensure that investments reinforce one another.

Ultimately, the budget’s success will be measured not by headline figures but by
lived outcomes: fewer hungry families, safer roads, resilient communities, better schools,
and decent jobs. The signature marks the end of debate—but it must mark the beginning
of earnest work. The Filipino people deserve a budget that moves beyond promises and
produces progress, faithfully and fairly.

BOI investment approvals breach P1.5 trillion anew in 2025

Energy-related
projects topped the ap-
provals of the Board of In-
vestments (BOI) in 2025,
with the total for the year
breaching PHP1.5 trillion
for the second consecutive
year.

Data released by
the BOI on Monday showed
that total investments last
year reached PHP1.56 tril-
lion, second highest after
the record-high PHP1.62
trillion in 2024 but lower
than the agency’s PHP1.75
trillion target.

BOI said the 322
approved projects last year
are projected to generate
some 40,000 jobs nation-
wide.

Projects in the en-
ergy sectors topped the list,
amounting to PHP970.09
billion, “reflecting sus-
tained momentum in power

generation and related in-
frastructure projects,” ac-
cording to a news release.

Mass housing projects trail
with PHP 241.65 billion,
followed by transportation
and storage, PHP230.06
billion; manufacturing,
PHP 62.16 billion; and in-
formation and communica-
tion, PHP26.56 billion.
Local investments
accounted for the bulk at
PHP1.41 trillion while for-
eign investments amounted
to PHP149.45 billion.
Most of the lo-
cal investments are locat-
ed in the National Capi-
tal Region, amounting to
PHP383.71 billion, fol-
lowed by those in the Cor-
dillera Administrative Re-
gion, PHP373.39 billion;
Calabarzon, = PHP257.83
billion; Bicol Region,

PHP123.61 billion; and
Central Luzon, PHP105.13
billion.

For foreign in-
vestments, those from Sin-
gapore are the largest at
PHP80.37 billion, followed
by those from The Nether-
lands, PHP33.29 billion;
Thailand, PHP7.75 billion;
the United States, PHP6.91
billion; and Switzerland,
PHP4.33 billion.

Despite the low r approv-
als in 2025, Trade and In-
dustry Secretary Cristina
Roque said approvals still
breached the PHP1.5 tril-
lion level, which, she said
“highlights the Philippines’
growing  competitiveness
and the sustained trust of
both local and foreign in-
vestors.”

“These investments rein-
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Mga pagkaing nagbibigay ng energy sa katawan

NARITO ang mga pagkain na puwedeng magbigay
ng lakas. Maaring pamalit sa kanin ang mga ito.

1. Mais — Napakataas ng fiber na makapagpapabu-

A\ I
sog. Ang mais ay ginagawa ring cereals (corn flakes) at popcorn. Ang pagiging dilaw
ng mais ay dahil sa sangkap nitong Vitamin A at lutein na mabuti sa mata. May mga
B vitamins din ito para sa ating nerves.

2. Patatas — Mataas sa potassium at iron. Ang potassium ay nakatutulong sa
paggalaw ng muscle at pagtibok ng puso. Ang iron ay kailangan ng red blood cell.
Tandaan lamang na isama ang balat ng patatas sa pagluto dahil nandito ang fiber,
potassium at iron. Puwedeng pangsahog ito sa mechado, menudo o giniling. Ngunit
hindi masustansiya ang French fries dahil naiprito ito sa mantika at nilagyan nang

maraming asin.

3. Kamote — Ang kulay orange na kamote ay may carotenoids at Vitamin
A. Ang carotenoids ay isang sangkap na maaaring makatulong sa pag-iwas sa kanser
sa baga, kanser sa balat at kanser sa prostate. Sa mga naninigarilyo, kumain ng isang
tasang kamote araw-araw para mabawasan ang tsansang magkaroon ng lung cancer.

4. Saging — Masustansya ang lahat ng klase ng saging—saba, lakatan at la-
tundan. Makatutulong ito sa may ulcer o nangangasim ang sikmura dahil tinatapalan
nito ang ating tiyan. Ang saging ay nagpapasaya at nagpapakalma sa dahil sa taglay
nitong tryptophan na nagpapataas ng serotonin o happy hormones. Puwedeng paka-
inin ang mga bata ng saging para ma-relax sila sa oras ng eksamen. Ang saging ay
mayaman din sa potassium na kailangan ng mga nag-echersisyo.

5. Yacon — May taglay itong fructo-oligosaccharides, na ayon sa eksperto ay
mabuti sa mga diabetic. Mataas din sa fiber ang yacon kaya nakakabusog at puwe-

deng makapagpapayat.

force our commitment to
building a resilient, inno-
vation-driven economy
anchored on sustainability
and inclusive growth,” she
said.

Roque said there were sev-
eral big-ticket items in the
pipeline but they ‘“need
more time to complete the
evaluation process espe-
cially as these precisely are
large-scale and very strate-
gic projects.”

“Our focus moving for-
ward is to ensure that these
investments translate into
quality jobs, technology
transfer and sustainable
economic growth that ben-
efits Filipinos nationwide,”
she said. (With a report
from Joann Villanueva/
PNA)
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ATI CALABARZON Trains

sion workers (AEWSs) from
various local government
units; 555 DA staff; and
537 students, agri-enthusi-
asts, and individuals from
the general public.

Training and other
extension initiatives by the
DA-ATI CALABARZON
primarily focused on good
agricultural practices, farm
mechanization, climate-re-
silient agriculture, smart
farming, and integrated
nutrient and pest manage-
ment.

These programs
were not limited to the
production aspect, as the
agency also equipped the
aforementioned individuals
with technologies along the
agricultural value chain,
including post-harvest
technologies, processing,
and marketing—across
different banner programs
like rice, corn, livestock,
Coconut Farmers and In-
dustry Development Plan
(CFIDP), High

Value Crops De-
velopment Program (HVC-
DP), organic agriculture,
and National Urban and
Peri-urban Agriculture Pro-

gram (NUPAP), and addi-
tional extension services.

Sobra po ang pas-
asalamat ko sa ATI CALA-
BARZON dahil ine-ensure
po nila na may bago silang
kaalamang naihahatid at
nakakarating po ito sa am-
ing mga farmers. Sa train-
ing na

ito, privilege po
para sa akin na matuto at
ma-experience &#39;yung
mga hands-on kung paano

ba bumuo ng ca-
cao-coconut fusion prod-
ucts, na totoo pong helpful
para mas ma-maximiz pa
;yung gamit ng raw mate-
rials and ma-improve ;yung
pwedeng pagkakitaan ng
mga farmers,&quot; said
Carla Pante, one of the
farmer participants who
shared her impression of
the Training on Coconut
and Cacao Fusion: Value
Chain-based Product De-
velopment and Market In-
tegration last July.

John Mark Sto.
Domingo, an agricultural
and biosystems engineer
from Teresa, Rizal, also
shared how the DA-ATI
CALABARZON helps ex-

General Trias Farmers

The ceremony
featured messages from
key officials and part-
ner agencies, including
Dr. May M. Magno,
Provincial Veterinari-
an, Ms. Marian Lovella,
Learning Specialist, ATI
CALABARZON, Hon.
Mario C. Amante, Ba-
rangay Captain and the
City Government, high-
lighting the importance
of empowering farmers
through education and
innovation.

Graduates were
formally recognized
during the event, under-
scoring their commit-

ment to adopting sustain-
able practices that benefit
both the community and
the environment.

The activity re-
affirmed General Trias’
dedication to developing
resilient farmers and ad-
vancing responsible live-
stock production.

The program
concluded with a closing
message from Dr. Glo-
ria C. Digma, the City
Veterinarian, who ex-
pressed her sincere grat-
itude to all the dedicated
graduates for their hard
work and commitment
throughout the program.

Senate OKs 2026 budget

budget documents, and the
requirement for infrastruc-
ture projects to carry station
numbers and geographic
coordinates to allow on-
the-ground verification.
The Senate ap-

proval cleared the 2026 na-
tional budget for transmittal
to Malacanang for Presi-
dent Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr.’s signature. (PNA)

tension workers like him in
performing

their duties at the
grassroots level.

In his impression
of the Training on Testing
and Evaluation of Agricul-
tural and Fisheries Machin-
ery held last June, he said:
“This training is a great
help for me to understand
how procurement and ac-
ceptance testing work in
acquiring farm machinery.

That’s why ev-
eryone of us ay sobrang
eager ding pumasa — ‘cause
it will give us a chance to
evaluate the machinery that
we’re acquiring more thor-
oughly. Because in the end,
we want our farmers to re-
ceive those interventions
na up-to-standards and
fit talaga sa kung ano ang
needs nila.”

Moreover, social
technologies, including
training facilitation and
management, and exten-
sion communication, were
also imparted to partici-
pants, especially AEWs,
farmer leaders, and farm
cooperators.

These accom-
plishments reflect the un-

makamit ang kanilang mga
pangarap.

Sa kanyang men-
sahe, ipinahayag ni May-
or Hon. Denver Chua ang
kanyang taos-pusong han-
garin na patuloy na um-
alalay sa mga kabataang
nagsusumikap sa kabila ng
iba’t ibang hamon sa buhay.
Binanggit niya na ang lokal
na pamahalaan ay nanini-
wala na ang bawat kabataan
ay may karapatang makamit
ang kalidad na edukasyon,
at ang pagtulong sa kanila
ay isang konkretong hak-
bang upang maitaguyod ang
kanilang magandang kinab-
ukasan. Dagdag pa niya,
ang mga ganitong programa
ay simbolo ng malasakit at
dedikasyon ng pamahalaan
sa mga kabataang Cavitefio,
na nagsisilbing inspirasyon
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wavering dedication of the
DA-ATI CALABARZON
in empowering its stake-
holders through a resilient
and responsive agriculture
and fisheries extension sys-
tem in the region.

Meanwhile, Dr.
Rolando Maningas, Cen-
ter Director of the DA-ATI
CALABARZON, shared
a glimpse of the agency’s
plans as it gears towards
2026.

“For 2026, we
will solidify our efforts to
modernize and mechanize
the agri-fishery sector by
reinforcing  technologies,
innovations, quality exten-
sion services, inclusivity,
and skills-based trainings
that respond to the evolving
needs of our farmers and
fishers,” said Dr. Maningas.

He added, “At
the same time, we will
strengthen our role as a
nexus in empowering and
catalyzing our extension
workers as key change
agents in the region, ensur-
ing that our services and
their impacts are met on the
ground and will truly lead
to masaganang agrikultura

sa iba pang sektor ng komu-
nidad na maging katuwang
sa paghubog ng kabataan.
Ang mga mag-
aaral na tumanggap ng tu-
long ay hindi lamang nag-
pasalamat sa natanggap na
pinansyal na suporta, kundi
pati na rin sa malasakit at
dedikasyon ng kanilang bu-
tihing alkalde, na palaging
handang umunawa, guma-
bay, at umagapay sa kanila.
Sa pamamagitan
ng ganitong mga programa,
pinatutunayan ng lokal
na pamahalaan ng Cavite
ang walang sawang pag-
tutok sa edukasyon at sa
kinabukasan ng kabataang
Cavitefio, na naniniwala na
ang pamumuhunan sa ka-
bataan ay pamumuhunan sa
mas maliwanag at maunlad
na bukas ng buong komu-

BURGER - BURRITO
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GUHIT NG KAPALARAN

SAGITTARIUS: (Nob. 23-Dis. 21) — Maba-
bayaran ang dues, makakapag-save ka na rin for future
dahil tatabo ng sales ang business mo. Kung empleya-
do, naglalandas ang promotion. Pagtuunan ng pansin
ang iyong health. Magpahinga kung kailangan. Lucky
numbers at color for the day ang 58, 21, 41, 31, 12 at
amethyst violet.

CAPRICORN: (Dis. 22-Ene. 19) — Masidhi
ang dahilan para i-push na matuloy ang daloy ng mga
balak. Maaakit mo ang mga supporter. Lucky numbers
at color for the day ang 32, 55, 15, 45, 23 at ice blue.

AQUARIUS: (Ene. 20-Peb. 18) — Baguhin
ang out took sa buhay. Ma-a-attract mo ang makakatu-
wang sa pag-asenso, tiyakin lang na hindi ito iligal.
Lucky numbers at color for the day ang 47, 58, 23, 36,
15 at dollar green.

PISCES: (Peb. 19-Mar. 20) — Makikilala
mo ang iyong soulmate. Magsisimula kayo ng bagong
Negosyo. Increasing ang income. Lucky numbers at
color for the day ang 12, 23, 27, 31, 40 at sunflower
yellow.

ARIES: (Mar. 21-Abr. 19) — Maakit mo ang
support system na kailangan mo sa karerang pinili.
Maging matalino kung sino ang pakikinggan. Lucky
numbers at color for the day ang 36, 45, 26, 12, 52 at
cyan blue.

TAURUS: (Abr. 20-May. 20) — Mag-ika-
pu para magpatuloy ang mga dumarating na blessing
sa’yo. Magiging happy ka. Lucky numbers at color for
the day ang 35, 47, 28, 51,15 at sandalwood brown.

GEMINI: (May. 21-Hun. 21) — Lakasan mo
ang iyong loob. Simulan ang project. Huwag dedmahin
ang kalusugan, magpa-check up. Lucky numbers at
color for the day ang 16, 42, 56, 21, 33 at sapphire blue.

CANCER: (Hun. 22-Hul. 22) — Palaging
isaisip ang greater good para sa humanity. Dahil ito
maghahatid ng blessings. Lucky numbers at color for
the day ang 41, 36, 52, 23, 12, at cobalt blue.

LEO: (Hul. 23-Ago. 22) — Tanggap mo
ang feedback. Makakatulong ito for improvement.
Mag-celebrate para sa iyong second life. Lucky num-
bers at color for the day ang 52, 23, 47, 36, 15 at satin
white.

VIRGO: (Ago. 23-Set.23) — Ang iyong tiwa-
la sa kapwa ang mag-aa-ngat ng mga customer. Patuloy
ang daloy ng income. Lucky numbers at color for the
day ang 42, 38, 17, 26, 55 at shocking pink.

LIBRA: (Set. 24-Okt. 23) — Kikita nang
husto ang iyong business. Kaya naman lahat ng pa-ng-
arap ay makakamit. Happy ka! Lucky numbers at color
for the day ang 55, 16, 45, 28, 35 at lavender.

SCORPIO: (Okt. 24-Nob. 22) — Merong
open door na naglalandas. Maging alerto para hindi ito
lumampas sa’yo. Umiyas sa tsismosa. Lucky numbers
at color for the day ang 52, 13, 42, 26, 32, at cherry red.
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TWO SUSPECTS ARRESTED AS BACOOR POLICE
PURSUE OTHERS IN SHOOTING INCIDENT IN
BRGY ZAPOTE BEFOREYEAR ENDS

Camp BGen Panta-
leon Garcia, Imus City,
Cavite — The Bacoor Po-
lice have launched a hot
pursuit operation following
a fatal shooting that occur-
red at around 2:30 PM on
December 31, 2025, along
Aguinaldo Highway, Ba-
rangay Zapote 2, Bacoor
City, Cavite.

According to
PLTCOL ALEXIE A DE-
SAMITO, Chief of Police,
Bacoor CCPS, upon careful
review of facts, circumstan-
tial evidence, and physical
evidence at hand, the in-
vestigation led to the iden-
tification of six suspects,
all residents of Barangay
Zapote 1, Bacoor City,
Cavite: alias “NATHAN”,
arrested on December 31,
2025; alias “OMAR” , ar-
rested on January 1, 2026
and four (4) other cohorts.
The victim, alias “IAN,” a
resident of Barangay Ma-
liksi 2, Bacoor City, was
declared dead after sus-
taining multiple gunshot
wounds.

Initial ~ investigation
revealed that personnel
from the City Inspection
and Compliance  Unit
(CICU) / Public Safety
Department of the Bacoor
City LGU were conduc-
ting clearing operations
at Zapote Market when a
suspect described as a tall,
slim male wearing a green

hooded jacket was seen
trailing the team on foot.
The victim, driving a white
Mitsubishi L300 FB service
vehicle of the Public Safety
Department, was stuck in
traffic when he was sudden-
ly shot multiple times. The
assailant immediately fled
southbound.

On January 1, 2026,
around 3:00 PM, joint per-
sonnel of the Cavite Police
Provincial Office Special
Weapons and  Tactics
(SWAT) and the Bacoor
Component City Police
Station conducted a hot
pursuit operation in Baran-
gay Zapote 1, resulting in
the arrest of suspect Omar.
Recovered from his posses-
sion was one (1) fired bul-
let, suspected to be linked
to the gunman’s firearm.
The fired bullet will un-
dergo cross-matching exa-
mination against the reco-
vered cartridge from the
crime scene by the Cavite
Provincial Forensic Unit.

Hot pursuit opera-
tions remain ongoing, with
police units conducting
area canvassing, dragnet
operations, and coordina-
tion with adjacent police
stations, while closely mo-
nitoring possible escape
routes to identify and arrest
the remaining suspects. The
crime scene was secured to
preserve all possible evi-
dence, with the assistance

of Scene of the Crime Ope-
ratives (SOCO) for tech-
nical and forensic examina-
tion. Investigators continue
interviews, witness loca-
ting, backtracking opera-
tions, and CCTV review to
reconstruct the events and
facilitate the swift appre-
hension of all involved.

In a statement, PCOL
ARIEL R RED, Acting
Provincial Director of the
Cavite Provincial Police
Office, emphasized the
commitment of the police
force:

“We assure the public
that the Cavite Provincial
Police Office is exerting all
necessary efforts to swiftly
identify, locate, and arrest
the perpetrators of this hei-
nous act. We are closely
coordinating with concer-
ned units and local govern-
ment partners to ensure that
justice is served and public
safety is maintained.”

The Cavite Provincial
Police Office assures the
public that all efforts are
being exerted to resol-
ve this incident and bring
all perpetrators to justice.
Further updates will be pro-
vided as the investigation

progresses.

Authority: PCOL
ARIEL R RED, APD, Cavi-
te PPO

Action Officer:

PLTCOL RUEL LITO T
FRONDA, C, PPIO

MAYOR STRIKE REMINDS TODA & PODA

LEADERS ON TRAFFIC RULES

Villar Hall | December 29,
2025 — Mayor Strike Re-
villa led a year-end meeting
with Tricycle (TODA) and
Pedicab (PODA) leaders
from Districts 1 and 2 to
reinforce traffic rules and
promote safer roads in Ba-
coor City.

Joined by Councilor Karen
S. Evaristo and TODA Fed-
eration President Roderick
Arciaga, Mayor Strike em-
phasized that tricycles are
not allowed on the National
Road to ensure the safety
of both drivers and pas-
sengers. He also reminded
operators not to overcharge
fares, calling for fairness
and respect toward com-

muters.

“If you want respect, we
should also know how to
respect others,” Mayor
Strike said.

The meeting strengthened

cooperation between the
city government and trans-
port groups, aiming for a
more disciplined, orderly,
and commuter-friendly

transportation system in

Pahayagan ng Kabitenyo
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MAYOR STRIKE HONORS FORMER BARAN-
GAY CAPTAINS AT YEAR-END MEETING

Revilla Hall, December
29, 2025 — The City Gov-
ernment of Bacoor, led
by Mayor Strike B. Revil-
la, held a year-end meet-
ing today to recognize
and thank the former ba-
rangay captains (Ex-Kap)
of Bacoor.

Mayor Strike B. Revilla,
along with Councilor Kar-
en S. Evaristo, LnB Vice
President Randy Fran-
cisco, Former Councilor
Monching Bautista, and
PLtCol Alexie Desami-
to (Bacoor PNP Chief),
were present to acknowl-
edge the contributions of
the former officials.

The purpose of the

meeting was to express
gratitude for their dedi-
cated service to Bacoor
and their support for the
Revilla family and the
City Government of Ba-
coor during their terms

as barangay captains.
Mayor Strike emphasized
the importance of their
past leadership and their

continued role in the

community.

MAYOR STRIKE, NAKI-PAGPULONG SA CITY
OF BACOOR MINISTRIES ASSOCIATION, BIN-
IGYANG-DIIN ANG KANILANG MAHALAGANG
PAPEL SA TELEPAYO PROGRAM

5th  Floor, BDRRMO
Building, Disyembre 29,
2025 - Ang Pamaha-
laang Lungsod ng Ba-
cooft, sa pangunguna ni
Mayor Strike B. Revilla,
ay nagsagawa ng year-
end meeting kasama
ang City of Bacoor Min-
istries Association.

Dumalo sa pagtitipon
sina Mayor Strike B. Re-
villa, Councilor Karen
Sarino  Evaristo, Pas-
tor Coun. Mike Bautis-
ta, LnB Vice President
Randy Francisco, Mr.
Richard Quion (BDRR-
MO Head), Mr. Agripi-
no Pagdanganan (GSO
Head), Pastor Sam Bal-
don, at PLtCol Alexie
Desamito (Bacoor Chief
of Police). Nakilahok din

|

ang 120 pastor mula sa
City of Bacoor Ministries
Association kasama ang
kanilang mga pamilya.

Binigyang-diin ni Mayor
Strike ang mahalagang
papel ng mga pastor bil-
ang katuwang ng LGU
Bacoor sa TELEPAYO
program. Sila ang nag-

: Ll
bibigay-suporta at payo
sa mga Bacoorefiong
dumaranas ng pagsub-
ok at nangangailangan
ng kausap. Ang kanilang
dedikasyon at pagliling-
kod ay malaking tulong
sa pagpapalakas ng
mental at emosyonal na
kalusugan ng mga mam-
amayan ng Bacoor.
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LAUNCHING OF DTI SHARED SERVICE FACILITY Nagkakaisang Layumin, iisang direksiyon pa ra

SENYASCCI
Idinaos ang Launching
ng Shared Service Fa-
cility (SSF) for Food and
Beverages Production
para sa Social Enhance-
ment Nurturing Program
for Youth and Adult Deaf
Society in  Carmona,
Cavite, Inc. (SENYASC-
Cl), kung saan isinaga-
wa ang turnover ng mga
equipment mula sa De-
partment of Trade and
Industry (DTI), sa pakiki-
pagtulungan ng Persons
with Disability Affairs Of-
fice (PDAO).

Ito ay dinaluhan ng De-
los Santos Family Foun-
dation Inc., mga officials
ng DTI-Cavite sa pangu-
nguna ni Ms. Lilibeth R.
Chavez, OIC Provincial
Director, mga opisyal ng

Fi kN

Pamahalaang Lungsod
ng Carmona sa pangun-
guna ni City Vice Mayor
Cesar L. Ines, Jr., Sang-
guniang Panlungsod
Members, City Adminis-
trator Mr. Dave Penano,
OIC LEDIPO Mr. Antoni-
no Agulto, at ng mga of-
ficers ng Kalingkayap In-
tegrated Shelter Support

Inc. at mga miyembro
at kawani ng PDAO at
SENYASSCI.

Ang programang ito ay
naglalayong palawakin
ang oportunidad pangk-
abuhayan ng mga PWDs
sa Lungsod at itaguyod
ang ingklusibo at patu-
loy na kaunlaran para sa
kanila.

Trece Martires City
Farmers Association
at Samahan ng Ka-
babaihang Magsasa-
ka ng Trece Martires
nakatanggap ng iba’t-
ibang interbensyon
tulad ng Kalamansi
Seedlings, Vermicast,
Fertilizer, Hydroponics
Kit, ito ay mula sa City
Government of Trece
Martires - Office of the
City Agriculturist, De-
partment of Agriculture
- National Urban and
Peri-Urban Agriculture
Program (DA-NUPAP)
at sa Department of

Agriculture  Regional
Field Office IV A (DA-
RFO IVA).

Maraming salamat po
DA-NUPAP and DA-
RFO IV-A sa walang
sawang  pagsuporta
sa mga magsasakang

=
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Nagkakaisang
Layumin, iisang direk-
siyon pa ra mas ligtas
na Gen. Trias!
Sinimulan natin ang
unang pagpupulong
ng taon kasama ang
Traffic Management
and Road Safety
Division, 33 Barangay
Captains, PNP Gentri,
at DILG Calbarazon
para talakayin ang

-

mga hakbang tungo sa kalinisan at kaayusan ng mga komunidad.
Binigyang-diin din natin ang pagpapatupad ng curfew, pagpapataas ng
police at barangay police visibility lalo na sa mga paaralan, pagpapaigting
ng disiplina sa kalsada, at paghahanda sa iba pang mga operasyon tungkol
sa peace and order ngayong 2026.

GenTri People’s Day |

Lagi pong bukas
ang pinto ng ating
Pamahalaang Lung-
sod sa inyong mga
hinaing at pangan-
gailangan.

Kasabay ng ating
People’s Day ngay-
ong linggo, naibigay
na po sa Business
Permit and Licens-
ing Office (BPLO)
ang service vehicle
na magagamit nila sa pagpapabilis ng kanilang mga operasyon at ser-
bisyong ibinibigay sa mga GenTrisefio.

-.‘il o Y ” -I- - - -
For/the year that passed
ROTC é-adgt,c,,’-‘ ‘and'', RESCOM

dedication and commitment”
welcome the New Year, let u ,iej'h

values of the Army - Honor, Patriotism, . Duty )
Maintain focused on our core mission of readiness
w hile upholding discipline, unity, and:
professionalism. Together, we stand strong to serve
the nation and the Filipino people. '

MANIGONG BAGONG TAON! MABUHAY ANG RESERVE COMMAND,
PHILIPPINE ARMY!
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2025 marked by extreme heat, record temperatures, widespread impacts

2025 ranked among the warmest years on record
globally, despite a shift toward neutral or weak La Nina
conditions that typically cool global temperatures, accord-
ing to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and
the Copernicus Climate Change Service.

Global temperatures in 2025 ranked second or
third warmest on record, following the record-hot year of
2024, underscoring the growing strength of human-caused
warming driven by greenhouse gas emissions.

Scientists said natural cooling cycles are no lon-
ger sufficient to offset rising baseline temperatures, with
many regions recording record or near-record heat levels
throughout the year.

WMO said its latest global climate outlook shows
temperatures over the next five years are likely to remain
at or near record levels, with an 80 percent chance that
at least one year will exceed the current warmest year on
record and a 70 percent chance that the five-year average
will temporarily exceed 1.5C above pre-industrial levels.

The effects of climate change are considered one
of the biggest threats facing humanity today, according to
many studies and scientific bodies.

Summer 2025 heatwaves

Extreme summer heat in 2025 caused widespread
health impacts and record temperatures across multiple re-
gions, with July ranking as the third-warmest on record
globally.

Europe recorded its fourth-warmest summer
on record, with intense heat concentrated in western and
southern areas. Land surface temperatures were signifi-
cantly above average in northeastern Spain, southwest-
ern France, the Balkans and parts of Fennoscandia, with
anomalies reaching up to 6C (10.8F) in some locations.

The UK recorded its hottest June on record in En-
gland and the second-warmest nationwide since records
began in 1884, according to the Met Office. The Nether-
lands experienced its second-highest June temperatures
since 1901, data from the Royal Netherlands Meteorolog-
ical Institute showed.

Spain endured its most intense heatwave on re-
cord in August, the State Meteorological Agency said.

Scandinavia, including Finland, Denmark, Swe-
den and Norway, saw prolonged heatwaves in July, with
temperatures well above seasonal averages across the re-
gion.

A study by researchers from Imperial College
London and the London School of Hygiene & Tropical
Medicine estimated around 24,400 heat-related deaths
across 854 European cities between June and August.
About 68 percent of those deaths were attributed to cli-
mate change, effectively tripling the expected toll without
human-induced warming.

Italy recorded the highest number of climate-at-
tributed deaths at 4,597, followed by Spain with 2,841,
Germany with 1,477, France with 1,444 and the UK with
1,147. The most severe city-level impacts were recorded
in Rome, followed by Athens, Paris and Madrid.

Researchers said older populations were partic-
ularly vulnerable, with around 85 percent of victims aged
65 or older, adding that heat-related deaths are often un-
derreported.

Asia

Extreme heat affected large parts of Asia in 2025.

Japan recorded one of its hottest Junes since re-
cords began in 1898, the Japan Meteorological Agency
said, with prolonged heat leading to a surge in heatstroke
cases and deaths, particularly among elderly people.

South Korea reported record daily temperature
averages in late June, the highest since 1904.

India issued red alerts in New Delhi amid extend-
ed heat conditions, while Pakistan saw temperatures rise
to around 50C (122F) in parts of Punjab province.

In Iran, authorities closed public institutions in
18 provinces to manage soaring energy demand caused by
widespread use of cooling systems.

North America

The US and parts of North America experienced
severe heatwaves in 2025, including a major June heat
dome that exposed more than 255 million people to ex-
treme temperatures, with readings frequently exceeding
38C (100F).

Record heat affected the Midwest, Northeast,
South and West, leading to thousands of heat-related ill-
nesses.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
said extreme heat remains the leading weather-related
cause of death in the US, with preliminary 2025 data con-
firming at least 150 heat-related deaths nationwide.

The prolonged heat strained power grids, infra-
structure and public health systems across the country.

Droughts intensify

Extreme heat in 2025 intensified drought condi-
tions in many regions by increasing evaporation rates.

Iran faced one of its most severe water crises,
with Lake Urmia, once the Middle East’s largest saltwater
lake, shrinking dramatically and facing periodic drying,
alongside critically low dam levels in Tehran and other
major cities.

Drought conditions also affected Syria, parts of
Africa and South Korea, where the city of Gangneung was
declared a disaster zone after record-low rainfall.

The WMO’s State of Global Water Resources re-
port warned of increasingly erratic water cycles marked
by rapid swings between floods and droughts.

UN Water said 3.6 billion people currently face
inadequate access to water for at least one month each
year, a figure projected to rise to more than 5 billion by
2050.

Events in 2025 highlighted the accelerating risks
posed by climate change, with heatwaves, droughts and
related crises becoming more frequent, more severe and
more disruptive worldwide. (Anadolu)
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EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF
THE DECEASED OF BRANDO AQUINO MA-
MITAG VEHICLE (TOYOTA INNOVA) WITH

WAIVER OF RIGHTS, SHARE AND INTEREST

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the
deceased BRANDO AQUINO MAMITAG, who died
on April 01, 2021 in Bacoor Cavite, that the above-
named deceased died intestate, without a Will or Tes-
tament and without any outstanding debts in favor of
any person or entities, that the deceased left a vehicle
which is more Particularly described as follows: Plate
No. NEN2841, CHASIS NO. PA2JASEM9K0067761,
MAKE: TOYOTA, YEAR MODEL: 2019, ENGINE
NO. 1GD0702075, BODY TYPE WAGON, SERIES:
INNOVA 28 E DI, was the subject of this Extra-Judicial
Settlement among the legal heirs of the said deceased
in the said instrument, executed before a Notary Public
Atty. Jerome G. Salazar under Doc. No. 168, Page No.
35, Book No. XXIV, Series of 2025.

PAHAYAGAN NG KABITENYO
JANUARY §, 12 & 19, 2026

AFFIDAVIT OF SELF ADJUDICATION OF THE
DECEASED ALEJANDRO L. ACIERTO WITH
DEED OF ABSOLUTE SALE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the
deceased ALEJANDRO L. ACIERTO, who died on
June 20, 2023 in Manila, that the said deceased died
intestate, without a Will or Testament and without any
outstanding debts in favor of any person or entities, that
the said deceased left a parcel of land covered by TCT
No. (T-1294909) 057-2024000583, identified Lot 37
Block 2 with an area of Thirty Six (36) with improve-
ment was the subject of this Affidavit of Self Adjudica-
tion among the legal heirs of the said deceased in the
said instrument, executed before a Notary Public Atty.
Jerome G. Salazar under Doc. No. 178, Page No. 37,
Book No. XXIV, Series of 2025.

PAHAYAGAN NG KABITENYO
JANUARY §, 12 & 19, 2026
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9 holiday deaths linked to stroke, heart attacks reported

Citing  surveillance
data gathered from Dec. 21
to 31 across 10 pilot moni-
toring sites, the DOH said
three of the fatalities were
caused by acute stroke,
while two resulted from
acute coronary syndrome.

Stroke emerged as the
most common condition
monitored during the peri-
od, accounting for 53 of the
180 recorded acute cases.

This was followed by
acute coronary syndrome,
which comprised 28 of the
77 cases tracked. Bronchi-
al asthma was also noted,
with eight cases recorded
out of 31, mostly involving
children aged zero to nine.

Most stroke and heart
attack cases were recorded
among adults aged 60 to
69.

The DOH said the re-
corded deaths highlight the
importance of recognizing
early warning signs and
acting quickly when symp-
toms appear.

To prevent acute cor-
onary syndrome, the agen-
cy advised the public to

avoid overeating, smoking,
alcohol consumption, and
stress, and to seek imme-
diate consultation for chest
tightness or breathing diffi-
culty.

For stroke, the DOH
urged Filipinos to maintain
normal blood pressure, re-
main physically active, and
seek urgent medical atten-
tion if numbness or weak-
ness in any part of the body
occurs.

Parents of children
with  bronchial asthma
were reminded to avoid
triggers such as dust and
smoke and ensure that in-
halers and medications are
always accessible.

In case of emergen-
cies, the public may call
911 or the 1555 DOH
Emergency Number for
rapid medical assistance.

The DOH empha-
sized that prompt response
and preventive habits re-
main crucial in reducing
fatal complications from
non-communicable diseas-
es during the holiday sea-
son. (PNA)
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Rehound of Decemhber ‘25 manufacturing PMI due to stabilization - exec

Rebound of December ‘25 manufacturing PMI due
to stabilization — exec

The country’s Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) posted a rebound in December 2025 to 50.2
from the previous month’s 47.4 level, which an industry
official said is a sign of stabilization, not seasonality.

An index of above 50 indicates expansion, while
those below 50 shows otherwise.

In a statement Monday, Federation of Philippine In-
dustries (FPI) Chairperson Beth Lee said the 5.9 percent
jump of the manufacturing PMI “reflects genuine stabili-
zation rather than Christmas restocking.”

“The PMI shows we are back in positive territory
—a clear sign of resilience. The challenge and opportunity
now is to turn this recovery into lasting industrial strength
by investing in innovation, diversification, and resilience,”
she said.

Lee said the primary factors for the improvement in-
clude normalization of factories’ operations after the hit
from several typhoons last November, the improvement in
orders after a slowdown since August, and resumption of
purchasing activity amidst supply chain challenges.

“Importantly, the rebound was domestically led; as
export orders remained subdued at the close of 2025,” she
said.

“Looking ahead, export growth in 2026 could pro-

P1-B DOH fund to kick off zero
balance billing in LGU hospitals

In a statement on The funds will be re-

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF STATE
OF THE DECEASED MARINA TORRES ALEG-
NO WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS, SHARE AND
INTEREST

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the
deceased MARINA TORRES ALEGNO, who died
on September 16, 2012 in Dasmarinas Cavite, that the
above-named deceased died intestate, without a Will or
Testament and without any outstanding debts in favor
of any person or entities, that the deceased left a prop-
erty covered by TCT No. T-73832 P (M) situated at Ba-
rangay Minuyan, Norzagaray Bulaca, identified as Lot
14166-A-3 with an area of Three Thousand Four Hun-
dred Seventy Four (3,474) Sqm., without improvement
was the subject of this Extra-Judicial Settlement among
the legal heirs of the said deceased in the said instru-
ment, executed before a Notary Public Atty. Jerome G.
Salazar under Doc. No. 165, Page No. 34, Book No.
XXI1V, Series of 2025.

PAHAYAGAN NG KABITENYO

JANUARY §, 12 & 19, 2026

AFFIDAVIT OF SELF ADJUDICATION OF THE
DECEASED ALBERTO ERUM REGUDOS also
known as ALBERTO DELOS SANTOS

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the
deceased ALBERTO ERUM REGUDOS also known
as ALBERTO DELOS SANTOS, who died on Sep-
tember 23, 2020 in Pangasinan, that the said deceased
died intestate, without a Will or Testament and without
any outstanding debts in favor of any person or entities,
that the deceased left a property under the BLOCK III
BAGONG SILANG HOA INC., Phase 1, identified as
Block 36, Lot 2, located at Block 3, Bagong Silang, Mo-
lino 111, Bacoor, Cavite, with a total area of Thirty-Eight
(38) sqm., with improvements therecon. This property is
still under Social Housing Finance Corporation (SHFC)
under Account No. 31271420260 was the subject of this
Affidavit of Self Adjudication among the legal heirs of
the said deceased in the said instrument, executed be-
fore a Notary Public Atty. Jerome G. Salazar under Doc.
No. 022, Page No. 06, Book No. XXIV, Series of 2025.

PAHAYAGAN NG KABITENYO
JANUARY §, 12 & 19, 2026

DA to ensure 2026 budeget benefits farm-
ers. fishers. consumers

The Department of Agriculture (DA) on Monday
said it will ensure that the PHP6.793 trillion national bud-
get, which seeks to strengthen the agriculture sector in the
Philippines, will really benefit farmers and fishers.

In a statement, DA Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel
Jr. vowed to look into the approved funding as the boosted
support for the sector will enhance local food production
and lead to long-term food security.

“We’re happy that the budget has finally been re-
leased, but we still need to review what the final version
entails,” Tiu Laurel said.

The agriculture chief underscored the need for care-
ful scrutiny to ensure that farmers and fishers, as well as
consumers and other key stakeholders across the value
chain, will benefit from the 2026 General Appropriations
Act.

He also emphasized the need to prioritize ongoing
reforms, including food security efforts, post-harvest sup-
port and modernization, climate adaptability, and resolu-
tions on logistic challenges, among others.

“Public spending must translate into tangible benefits
on the ground, not remain on paper,” Tiu Laurel stressed.

The DA was reportedly included among agencies
with budget reallocations from flood control funds of the
Department of Public Works and Highways to ensure sup-
port to farmers and fishers.

Among the significant highlights are the additional
support for the expanded “Benteng Bigas Meron (BBM)
Na” program; PHP20 billion fund for the newly-enacted
Animal Industry Competitiveness Act; PHP33 billion fund
for farm-to-market roads (FMR) construction; and PHP30
billion Rice Competitiveness Enhancement Fund (RCEF).

Monday, the DOH said
President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. confirmed the
allocation, which will be
used to reduce patient ex-
penses for basic accommo-
dation to zero in participat-
ing LGU hospitals.

The initiative would
expand the government’s
zero balance billing policy
beyond DOH-run facilities.

The DOH said the
selection of LGU hospitals
that will initially imple-
ment the program will be
based on their local health
systems’ maturity levels
and other technical pre-
paredness indicators.

These include compli-
ance with eligibility crite-
ria, reporting requirements
and operational obligations
to ensure the LGU’s capac-

leased directly to qualified
large LGU hospitals, simi-
lar to the existing zero bal-
ance billing system in DOH
hospitals, and will not re-
quire guarantee letters from
politicians.

Further details will be
announced once the DOH
receives the official copy
of the 2026 General Appro-
priations Act, which will
guide the rollout and op-
erational guidelines of the
program.

The zero balance bill-
ing initiative is part of the
administration’s push to
reduce out-of-pocket ex-
penses and improve access
to affordable healthcare,
particularly for indigent
and financially vulnerable
patients. (PNA)
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vide a stronger external tailwind, particularly in electron-
ics, which account for nearly half of Philippine exports.
If realized, this export momentum will help sustain PMI
readings above 50, signaling broader expansion in the
manufacturing sector.”

Catalysts for this year include domestic resilience
against natural calamities and supply chain shocks, diver-
sification from the current dual structure of food process-
ing and electronics, and strengthening mid-complexity in-
dustries like machinery, chemicals, and wood products “to
reduce volatility and broaden employment opportunities.”

Lee said the country’s manufacturing sector accounts
for around 15.7 percent of the domestic economy’s annual
output, below the regional level of between 22 percent and
27 percent.

This situation, she said, “highlights the urgency of
Tatak Pinoy reforms to diversify and deepen industrial ca-
pacity, ensuring manufacturing becomes a stronger engine
of national growth.”

“December’s rebound is more than just a number
—it is a signal that Philippine manufacturing can recov-
er quickly when demand stabilizes. We are optimistic for
this year 2026, banking on the expansion and implemen-
tation of real reforms that affect businesses, together with
the strengthening of initiatives like Tatak Pinoy that can
build long-term resilience for the country’s manufacturing
base,” she added. (PNA)

Hundred Islands park draws
over 377K tourists in 025

-

UNDRE

D ISLANDS
ALANINOS CITY PAMGASINAN
‘N PHILIPPINES
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MALASIQUI, Pangasinan — The Hundred Islands
National Park in Alaminos City attracted 377,968 tourists
in 2025, generating PHP43.8 million in income despite a
slight 2.1% drop from the previous year.

City tourism officer Miguel Sison attributed the de-
crease Tuesday to weather disturbances in the latter half of
the year. Most tourists visited in April and May, with over
65,000 arrivals each month.

Of the total, 366,228 were domestic tourists, and
11,740 were foreign visitors.

"Tuloy pa din ang (Ongoing are the) promotions and
marketing as well as the maintenance of existing sites,”
said assistant tourism officer Rosalie Aruelo.

New attractions include a Bonsai Garden on Pil-
grimage Island and various water activities. The city also
looks forward to the opening of the PHP249.8-million Sky
Garden project, a flagship development expected to boost
tourism and create jobs.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., during the project's
groundbreaking in May 2024, highlighted the park's fami-
ly-friendly design and role in strengthening the local econ-
omy. (PNA)



