The Texas Union Herald
Colonel E. E. Ellsworth Camp #18
Department of Texas
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Volume iii Number 3, March 2018

Rattling Sabres
by

Glen E. Zook
The February dinner meeting is over and, all in all,
things went OK. Unfortunately, the restaurant was “packed”
that Saturday and a birthday party for some grandfather
was moved into the room as well as the SUVCW meeting.
Included in that party were a number of small children and
things got pretty noisy. The “set up” was at one long,
single, table, which put the far end quite a ways from the
speaker. With all the noise from the birthday party, it was,
basically, impossible to hear anything at the far end of the
table.
It would have been a much better situation if two
shorter tables were employed instead of the very long table
that was employed at the meeting. Next time, I strongly
suggest that the two-table layout be requested instead of
the longer arrangement.
Since last month’s edition of the Texas Union
Herald was, basically, nonexistent, I am trying to get caught
up with things like the Orders and, therefore, there are
going to be a “few” more pages this month than usual.
On one of the “cable TV” networks, there has been,
for several years, a program about the “Money Pit” on Oak
Island in Canada. However, there is now a “spin off” about
locating, in Michigan, gold that was supposedly being
carried by Jefferson Davis as he was trying to escape being
captured by Union Forces.
Davis was captured, by
th
members of the 4 Michigan Cavalry, near Irwinville,
Georgia. The reports, from that Union force, stated that no
gold, or silver, was found.
It has been surmised that there were 6-wagons
carrying the gold and silver which were actually discovered
but that the gold, and silver, were removed from the wagons
and then buried. Next, the wagons were burned. The
“official reports” stated that there were 8-wagons captured
with Davis. However, at a ferry crossing, just a few miles
away, the ferry owner recorded that 14 very heavy wagons,
traveling with the Davis party, crossed. Also, Davis paid a
considerably larger fee than normal for the toll.
Coming from the opposite direction was a Union
th
force of the 6 Wisconsin Cavalry. Reportedly, there was
th
an incident of “friendly fire” in which the 4 Michigan fired on
th
the 6 Wisconsin. The theory is that those from the
Michigan unit fired on the Wisconsin unit to keep them away
from the wagons so that the gold and silver could be buried
and then the wagons burned.
th
Then, after 5-years, the officers from the 4
Michigan returned, dug up the gold and silver, and then took
the funds to Muskegon, Michigan. It was planned on then
taking the gold and silver westward so that it could be
disguised with the metal coming from the West. However,

several people found out about this and, to keep the metal
hidden, a boxcar was “dumped” off a car-ferry into Lake
Michigan.
The Lt. Colonel, of the Michigan unit, had been a
school teacher before the Civil War earning all of $240.00
per year. But, 5-years after the war, he suddenly had over
$50,000.00 with which he started a bank in Muskegon. It is
surmised that he used funds from this Confederate gold and
silver to finance the bank which would then be used to, what
would be called today, launder the money. However, before
this could be accomplished, the boxcar ended up at the
bottom of Lake Michigan.
Several Muskegon area residents have been
studying this situation for a number of years. Using material
that was available at the University of Michigan library, plus
other investigations, those persons traveled to Georgia and
worked with representatives of the Georgia State Park
where Jefferson Davis was captured.
Using metal
detectors, in the area in which it was determined that the
wagons were probably burned, not only was hardware from
a number of wagons dating from the period found, but also
Confederate silver coins!
There is a relatively large area of Lake Michigan
that needs to be surveyed to locate the boxcar (if it really
exists). The persons, behind this endeavor, were trying to
“drum up” money to finance a larger boat and better
SONAR equipment to assist in their endeavors to find this
Confederate gold and silver.
Since there is going to be a television series about
this, I am certain that they have obtained the necessary
funds to continue with the project.
It has been almost 153-years since Jefferson Davis
was captured and about 148-years since the supposed
sinking of the gold and silver in Lake Michigan. Whether or
not the theory “pans out”, that is to be seen. However, at
least on the surface, the program does appear to be
interesting!
My wife has been watching “The Curse of Oak
Island” for some time and she is definitely interested in
similar programs. I know that she will be watching every
week and I will probably join her. Well, at least as so long
as the program is interesting. If they do things logically, and
stick to actual history, then I will “stick with” the program.
But, if they go off on some really absurd tangent, then I will
certainly not continue to watch.
My wife collects clocks! Right now there are no
less than 54-clocks in this house. Whenever Daylight
Saving Time starts, and ends, I get to change the time on
53 of them. She sets the time on the one on the end table
by the bed and leaves the rest to me! But, if I don’t
complain about doing that, she doesn’t complain about any
of my hobbies! Please take pity on me!
Until next month . . . .

The Texas Union Herald
The Texas Union Herald is published monthly by
the Colonel E.E. Ellsworth Camp #18, Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War. For official business, including
editorial and article submission, the mailing address is as
follows:
Glen E. Zook
The Texas Union Herald
410 Lawndale Drive
Richardson, Texas 75080
E-Mail: texasunionherald@sbcglobal.net
Telephone: (972) 231-3987
(972) 231-5011
Articles, news items, features, and the like are
welcomed for publication in The Texas Union Herald.
Deadline is normally the 1st of the month of the cover date
of publication.
Submissions may be handwritten,
typewritten, or submitted in any of the popular computer
formats (Microsoft Word, Open Office, Word Perfect, and
ASCII). Please contact the editor for details.
All material herein is copyrighted by either the
original author or the Ellsworth Camp #18, Department of
Texas, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. However,
it may be reproduced by any non-profit organization unless
the article specifically indicates that it is not to be
reproduced or that permission must be given in writing
by the original author provided that the following is
complied with: No changes are to be made in any manner
to the original article or news item (this includes any editing,
etc.); full credit is given to the original author and The
Texas Union Herald; and a copy of any publication
incorporating such excerpts is immediately provided to both
the original author and the editor of The Texas Union
Herald.

_________________________________

Articles Needed!
If the members of the Colonel E.E. Ellsworth
Camp #18 do not want to be inundated with articles that
were chosen by the editor (what he wants to see in the
newsletter) then they need to start inputting items for
inclusion in The Texas Union Herald. Tidbits about the
Civil War, stories, articles, current news items, photographs,
even commentaries are most welcome.
Don't worry if you are not an accomplished author.
Get the idea onto paper (computer, etc.) and get it to the

editor. He really can edit (rewrite, etc.) and you'll be
surprised at just how well you can write!
If you have E-Mail capabilities, you can either
include the information in the body of the message or put it
in either Word format or ACSII ("txt") format. If, for some
reason, you cannot do either, contact the editor to see if
your particular word processor format can be handled.
If "hard" copy, make sure the copy is legible (can be
read by someone else!). Typewritten, computer printed,
even in Crayon on "Big Chief" tablet is acceptable. Just get
the information in!
Even small (1 or 2 paragraphs) material, or
photographs, can be used.
That makes editing and
publishing the newsletter easier since "fill" material is
available for those little areas that seem to happen
whenever an article is included in the publication.
Mailing Address:
Editor
Texas Union Herald
410 Lawndale Drive
Richardson, Texas 75080
E-Mail: texasunionherald@sbcglobal.net
____________________

March Meeting
The March 2018 meeting of the
Colonel E. E. Ellsworth Camp #18
SUVCW
Will be held on
Tuesday 20 March 2018
At the
Heritage Farmstead Museum, Plano, TX.
_________________________

The above article will be published in 3-sections and was contributed by
Past Commander in Chief Donald Darby

March Birthdays

2 March 1828 Jefferson C. Davis

4 March 1836 John Buford

8 March 1831 Phillip Sheridan

16 March 1822 John Pope

23 March 1818 Don Carlos Buell
___________________________

From the
Commander in Chief

