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Rattling Sabres 
by 

Glen E. Zook 
 

 I have been racking my mind trying to think of 
something to use as a subject for this month’s editorial!  I 
finally decided on Memorial Day even though that holiday is 
not until the end of next month.  This was prompted by the 
receipt of my 150

th
 anniversary of General Order #11 medal 

and “challenge coin”. 
 

 
 

 I don’t know how many are still available.  The cost 
was $35.00 plus $5.00 shipping and handling.  The medal is 
available from: 
 

SUVCW Charitable Foundation 
c/o Robert M. Petrovic 
6519 Cherokee Lane 

Cedar Hill, Missouri 63016-2527 
 

 It would probably be a good idea to check with him 
via E-Mail to see just what the status of the ability to obtain 
an example.  His E-Mail address is: 
 

rpetro7776@aol.com 
 

 Although Memorial Day was celebrated in various 
areas even before the Civil War, and by certain Confederate 
organizations immediately following the Civil War, it is 
generally accepted that General Logan’s General Order #11 
established the present observation of the holiday. 

 It was not until I was an adult, that I learned just 
how the holiday was started.  Growing up in northwestern 
Indiana, I did see all of the American Flags placed by the 
American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars on the 
graves of veterans in the various cemeteries in the area.  
But, Memorial Day was when my father loaded my family in 
the car, picked up his mother, and then headed out to 
several cemeteries some of which were almost 50-miles 
away to put flowers in the graves of relatives.  In the 
afternoon, my father, and uncles on both sides, would listen 
to the Indianapolis 500 on the radio. 
 I still remember the cemetery in Wheatfield, 
Indiana, because there was cactus growing all over the 
place!  Frankly, I don’t know how the plants survived the 
often sub-zero temperatures during the winter months.  
 Starting in junior high school, and continuing 
through high school, I was in both the American Legion 
junior drum and bugle corps and the LaPorte Lancers senior 
drum and bugle corps.  The American Legion had decided 
to allow up to 10% of the corps members to be non Legion 
members.  I was already my present height, 5”10”, which 
was taller than a lot of the older members.  As such, I “fit in” 
when in uniform and a “shako” on my head. 
 A couple of times I was called upon to play “Taps” 
at certain Memorial Day celebrations as well at a number of 
funerals of veterans.  Starting my junior year in high school, 
my classes were generally from 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM.  As 
such, I was available to play “Taps” when most of the older 
senior corps members would have to “take off” work to 
serve. 
 There was an “old soldiers’ home” located about 
50-miles away and several times both the junior corps and 
the senior corps would put on a show for the veterans.  No 
longer were any Civil War veterans still in residence, but 
there were a fair number of Spanish American veterans and 
not a few World War I veterans living at the facility. 
 The one thing that I remember about the facility was 
that there was a very large room with like 12-full sized (5’ X 
9’) pool tables.  I learned how to play pool at that “old 
soldiers’ home”! 
 Plans are now being made for the McKinney 
Memorial Day event.  Frankly, it has been a while since I 
have “made” this event.  Back in the last century (like in the 
1990s), I did participate in a number of these events 
representing the “old” Department of the Southwest 
SUVCW.  Of course, the SUVCW was always a minute 
minority when compared with the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans organizations.  However, we always made our 
presence known!   
 More on Memorial Day next month!   
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 The Texas Union Herald 
 
 The Texas Union Herald is published monthly by 
the Colonel E.E. Ellsworth Camp #18, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War.  For official business, including 
editorial and article submission, the mailing address is as 
follows: 
 
 Glen E. Zook 
 The Texas Union Herald 
 410 Lawndale Drive 
 Richardson, Texas 75080 
 
 E-Mail:  texasunionherald@sbcglobal.net 
 
 Telephone:  (972) 231-3987 
         (972) 231-5011 
 
 Articles, news items, features, and the like are 
welcomed for publication in The Texas Union Herald.  
Deadline is normally the 1st of the month of the cover date 
of publication.  Submissions may be handwritten, 
typewritten, or submitted in any of the popular computer 
formats (Microsoft Word, Open Office, Word Perfect, and 
ASCII).  Please contact the editor for details. 
 All material herein is copyrighted by either the 
original author or the Ellsworth Camp #18, Department of 
Texas, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  However, 
it may be reproduced by any non-profit organization unless 
the article specifically indicates that it is not to be 
reproduced or that permission must be given in writing 
by the original author provided that the following is 
complied with:  No changes are to be made in any manner 
to the original article or news item (this includes any editing, 
etc.); full credit is given to the original author and The 
Texas Union Herald; and a copy of any publication 
incorporating such excerpts is immediately provided to both 
the original author and the editor of The Texas Union 

Herald. 
_________________________________ 

 

Articles Needed! 
 
 If the members of the Colonel E.E. Ellsworth 
Camp #18 do not want to be inundated with articles that 
were chosen by the editor (what he wants to see in the 
newsletter) then they need to start inputting items for 
inclusion in The Texas Union Herald.  Tidbits about the 
Civil War, stories, articles, current news items, photographs, 
even commentaries are most welcome. 
 Don't worry if you are not an accomplished author.  
Get the idea onto paper (computer, etc.) and get it to the 
editor.  He really can edit (rewrite, etc.) and you'll be 
surprised at just how well you can write! 
 If you have E-Mail capabilities, you can either 
include the information in the body of the message or put it 
in either Word format or ACSII ("txt") format.  If, for some 
reason, you cannot do either, contact the editor to see if 
your particular word processor format can be handled. 
 If "hard" copy, make sure the copy is legible (can be 
read by someone else!).  Typewritten, computer printed, 

even in Crayon on "Big Chief" tablet is acceptable.   Just get 
the information in! 
 Even small (1 or 2 paragraphs) material, or 
photographs, can be used.  That makes editing and 
publishing the newsletter easier since "fill" material is 
available for those little areas that seem to happen 
whenever an article is included in the publication. 
  
 Mailing Address: 
 

Editor  
Texas Union Herald 

 410 Lawndale Drive 
 Richardson, Texas 75080 
 
 E-Mail: texasunionherald@sbcglobal.net 

____________________ 
 

April Meeting 
 

The April 2018 meeting of the  
Colonel E. E. Ellsworth Camp #18 

SUVCW 
Will be held on  

Tuesday 17 April 2018 
At the 

Heritage Farmstead Museum, Plano, TX. 
_________________________ 

The following starts the serialization of the History 
of the Grand Army of the Republic as transcribed 
by Donald E. Darby Past Commander in Chief of 
the SUVCW.  Some of the formatting does not 
come through all that well, so please ignore those 
places where the formatting is not exact! 
 
 

History 
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BY ROBERT B. BEATH 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
   
 I have been asked to write a few prefatory words to 
take this History of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
   That society whose watch-words are Fraternity, 
Charity and Loyalty – Fraternity so wide-spread as to 
embrace all who honored themselves by enlisting in the 
Union Army; a Charity so broad as to have included within 
its benefactions sufferers of every class, and of all sections 
of our country; a Loyalty that maintains “true allegiance to 
the United States of America based upon a paramount 
respect for, and fidelity to, its constitution and laws,” that 
discountenances “whatever tends to weaken loyalty, incites 
to insurrection, treason or rebellion,” and encourages “the 
spread of universal liberty, equal rights and justice to all 
men,” and which constantly inculcates the spirit of good-will 
and friendship for all law-abiding citizens of our common 
country, needs no commendation to the readers of this 
book. 
   Comrade Past Commander-in-Chief Beath hardly 
needs an introduction to the public at large, and certainly 
not to the members of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
   He is well known as one of the most excellent and 
valuable members of or Order.  His fitness for this task is 
beyond question.  No man has more complete knowledge of 
the aims and objects of the Grand Army or of the results 
accomplished by it.  No man is more fully imbued with an 
ardent love for its principles, or is more thoroughly versed in 
its laws.  His heart is in this work and the result is a history 
that will give to the world an intelligent and accurate account 
of the society from its birth to the present time. 
   The members of the Grand Army are to be 
congratulated that Comrade Beath has consented to do 
them this great favor. 
   Of the necessity of such a history I need not speak 
– it is the general opinion throughout our membership that 
the time has arrived when the annuals of the Order should 
be collated and imperishably preserved.  The work should 
have, and will doubtless enjoy, a wide circulation and a 
permanent popularity, and will surely go forth with the good 
wishes of every loyal member of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 
 
Fraternally yours 
 

Lucius Fairchild 

 

PREFACE 
 
   The comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic 
have long cherished a desire to have in permanent form an 
official history of the origin and growth of their organization; 
an organization whose cardinal principles are 
FRATERNITY, CHARITY and LOYALTY.  “With charity for 
all and malice toward none,” they have gone on perfecting 
and strengthening their organization, until it now stands 
acknowledged as one of the noblest in its works and 
purposes of any fraternal and charitable association known. 
 

   The records of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
when transferred to Adjutant-General Chipman in 1868, 
were in an imperfect condition.  He and his successors 
sought diligently to replace missing records, and secure 
reliable data relative to the institution of the Grand Army, but 
unfortunately the materials so gathered, with all other books 
and records, to that time, were destroyed in the disastrous 
fire which occurred in Boston on Memorial Day, 1872.  
When serving as Assistant Adjutant-General of the 
Department of Pennsylvania, I began collecting for my own 
use, duplicates of the General Orders, and Journals.  Later, 
when appointed Adjutant-General of the Order, I sought to 
secure for National Headquarters missing copies of Orders 
and Journals, and was able to report to the National 
Encampment in 1876, that thirteen full sets of the Journals 
had been collected and bound.  The announcement of this 
fact stimulated a desire for copies, and some seven 
hundred were printed and issued to subscribers.  These, up 
to this time, have been practically the only available records 
of the National Encampment for the years above referred to. 
   General Fairchild, during his term as Commander-
in-Chief, strongly urged that I should undertake the work of 
writing a History of our organization, and kindly expressed 
his intention to recommend my appointment as Historian of 
the Grand Army of the Republic.  The National 
Encampment gave its hearty acquiescence to the 
proposition, but upon my own suggestion I was left free to 
pursue the work without such official designation. 
   I fully realized that this was a serious undertaking; 
that it meant the sacrifice for many months, of hours that 
should be devoted to the rest and relaxation necessary, 
after a day fully devoted to other duties, and which could not 
be avoided or slighted.  On the other hand, I considered the 
advantage of the experience gained in twenty-two years of 
active work in the ranks of the Grand Army of the Republic 
and in the many honorable positions conferred upon me by 
the Order. 
  In compiling this History, I deemed it best to treat 
with as much detail as possible the steps leading to the 
organization of the Grand Army of the Republic.  In some 
degree records of the National Encampment and of the 
Departments are available to comrades, but nowhere is 
there to be found any specific record of the labors of the 
founders of the Order.  These details have been gathered 
from many sources, but largely from personal intercourse 
with the survivors of the early days and from valuable 
papers placed in my hands for this purpose. Of late years 
the Commander-in-Chief has presented in his address all 
the important matters affecting the organization, which are 
referred to in more detail in the reports of his staff officers.  
By condensing these it has been possible to here present 
all the important matters that have been acted upon by the 
National Encampment from 1866 to 1888 inclusive. 
   It was manifestly impossible to treat of Departments 
in the same manner.  To concisely present such details of 
early organization as do not appear in the printed records, 
and to give the names and the Posts of which they are 
members, of all who served as Department officers, 
seemed all that could be done in this direction.  Anything 
more must be a work to be undertaken by or for each 
Department. 
   My acknowledgments are especially due, for papers 
relative to the initial work in Springfield, Illinois, to Comrades 
A.A. North, Geo. S. Dana and John M. Adair, and Miss 
Josephine P. Cleveland, who has published a large portrait 



of Dr. Stephenson.  Also to Comrades George R. Steele, 
M.F. Kanan, J.T. Bishop, and I.N. Coltrain, for very valuable 
documents relative to the first Post, at Decatur, including 
letters of Dr. Stephenson and copies of the first ritual and 
constitution.  The many other comrades who have so kindly 
aided me have my hearty thanks. 
   It is a special pleasure to say that the publishers 
have more than fulfilled their promise to make this book, in 
its mechanical execution, worthy of the Grand Army of the 
Republic.  No expense has been spared by them in this 
respect, and I know that with this statement all readers will 
heartily agree. 
   In closing this work, I cannot better express my 
appreciation of this grand fraternity of ours, than by 
repeating the words used in my address as Commander-in-
Chief: 
   “We are enjoying, in a land we helped to save, a 
companionship made sacred by common sufferings and 
sacrifices. 
   “No other organization on earth can lay claim to 
such glorious and precious memories.  Let us keep this 
brotherhood together on the highest plane of citizenship and 
prove to the people, North and South, that the Grand Army 
of the Republic is worthy of their confidence, that it is doing 
a work demanded by the strongest claims of humanity, and 
that its objects are in accord with the purest principles of 
patriotism.  

Robt. B. Beath 
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History of the Grand Army of the Republic 

 
CHAPTER I. 
 
PEACE AT LAST 
 

   On the fourteenth day of April, 1865, the United 
States flag, which had just four years before had been 
lowered upon the formal surrender of Fort Sumter, was 
again raised over that fort by Major-General Robert 
Anderson, with appropriate ceremonies, national in their 
character and importance. 
   On the second of April, Jefferson Davis had made a 
hurried departure from Richmond, stopping at Danville to 
issue a proclamation to the effect that the events of the past 
ten days would leave the Confederate armies “free to move 
from point to point, to strike the enemy in detail far from his 
base.”  Notwithstanding this, on April 9, General Robert E. 
Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia to General 
Grant, and on the 14

th
 General Joseph E. Johnston opened 

negotiations for the surrender of his troops to General 
Sherman, the details being formally consummated on the 
26

th
 of that month. 

   Mobile had been surrendered on the 12
th
 to the 

military and naval forces under General Gordon Granger, 
commanding the 13

th
 Army Corps, and Rear-Admiral Henry 

K. Thatcher, commanding the West Gulf Squadron. 
  Major-Generals George Stoneman and James H. Wilson 
were leading divisions of cavalry at will through different 
sections of the South which had not seriously felt the dire 
effects of war, and the last-named general, by a series of 
dashing movements, completely routed and scattered the 
cavalry forces of General N.B. Forrest.  A portion of 
Wilson’s command, on May 10, captured the fleeing leader 
of the Confederacy, Jefferson Davis. 
   Practically but one large division of the rebel armies 
then remained in the field, that of the Trans-Mississippi 
Department under General E. Kirby Smith, who 
surrendered, on May 25, to General E.R.S. Canby, 
commanding the Military Division of the Gulf.  The rebellion 
was ended. 
   In April, 1865 more than a million of men were in 
the military service of the United States.  A still larger 
number had been previously enrolled and discharged. 
  To these must be added a roll of names which, at that 
time, numbered over three hundred and fifty thousand- THE 
GRAND ARMY OF THE DEAD. 
   Altogether 2,859,132 had been enrolled in the 
military service; the exact number of individuals enlisted has 
never been accurately ascertained, but the best estimates- 
reducing the enlistments to a three years’ standard of 
service – place the total number at 2,320,272. 
   There had been killed in battle 67,058; died of 
wounds and other injuries, 43, 032; of disease, 224, 586; 
and from causes not classified, 24,852 – a total death-roll of 
359,528. 
   The Army had taken part in more than two 
thousand engagements, many of them of minor importance 
as to the numbers engaged or results attained, while others 
were mighty battles which strained all the resources and 
tested the fullest powers of endurance of great opposing 
armies. 
   The Navy, with 122,000 men employed had borne 
an equally important part, following, watching, and capturing 
privateers of the enemy in foreign seas, patrolling the long 
line of coast  from Cape Charles to the Rio Grande, 
blockading ports, capturing forts, and giving, often at critical 
times, assistance and protection to the Army in many of its 
engagements. 
 
 



THE GRAND REVIEW 
 
   The Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stanton, 
suggested that the armies of Meade and Sherman should 
be formally reviewed in the city of Washington before their 
final discharge from the service of the United States. 
   The Army of the Potomac, the Army of the 
Tennessee, and the Army of Georgia therefore marched to 
the vicinity of Washington to be reviewed on May 23 and 
24, 1865, for which the necessary orders were issued by 
Lieutenant-General Grant.  The Army of the Ohio remained 
in North Carolina under command of Major-General John M. 
Schofield. 
   The public  and private buildings of the National 
Capital were profusely decorated; triumphal arches and 
reviewing-stands were erected at different points, and vast 
crowds of people gathered from all sections to honor the 
returning veterans. 
   The teachers and pupils of the public schools of 
Washington were assembled on the terraces and balconies 
of the Capital, and waved banners and sang patriotic songs 
as the soldiers passed.  Upon a strip of canvas along the 
front of the Capitol was inscribed the legend:  THE ONLY 
NATIONAL DEBT WE CAN NEVER PAY IS THE DEBT WE 
OWE THE VICTORIOUS UNION SOLDIERS.” 
   Representatives from various States had erected 
stands, which were filled by their sons an daughters, who, 
while heartily joining in the honors accorded to all the 
troops, enthusiastically applauded those who more directly 
represented their own particular States. 
   The principal reviewing-stand was erected near the 
Executive Mansion, and was occupied by President 
Johnson and his Cabinet, by diplomats and envoys of 
foreign nations, and by governors of States.  Among the 
latter were some especially beloved by the soldiers and 
honored by the nation for their invaluable and patriotic 
services as “war governors” – notably John A. Andrew, f 
Massachusetts, and Andrew G. Curtin, of Pennsylvania. 
   On the first day Lieutenant-General Grant occupied 
a position near the President, with distinguished naval 
officers and Generals Sherman, Howard, Logan, and 
others, whose troops were to parade on the next day.  It 
was while on this stand that General Logan was informed 
that he had been assigned to the command of the Army of 
Tennessee.  General Howard having been appointed 
Commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau. 
  The order of review was as follows: 
 
 

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC 
 
  The hero of Gettysburg, Major-General George Gordon 
Meade, rode at the head of the column, attended by a 
brilliant staff. 
 

CAVALRY 
 

THIRD DIVISION- Brevet Major-General George A. Custer. 
  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General William Wells (1

st
 Vermont 

Cavalry). 
  3d Brigade, Colonel H. Capehart, 1

st
 West Virginia Cavalry 

  1
st
 Brigade, colonel A.C.M. Pennington, 3d New Jersey 

Cavalry 
 

SECOND DIVISION- Major-General George Cook. 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brigadier-General Henry E. Davies (2d New 

York Cavalry) 
  2d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General John Irvin Gregg, 6

th
 

Pennsylvania Cavalry 
  3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General C.H. Smith, 1

st
 

Maine Cavalry 
 
FIRST DIVISION- Brigadier-General Thomas C. Devin (6

th
 

New York Cavalry) 
  1

st
 Brigade, Colonel Peter Stagg, 1

st
 Michigan Cavalry 

  2d Brigade, Colonel Charles L. Fitzhugh, 6
th
 New York 

Cavalry 
  3d Brigade, Brigadier-General Alfred Gibbs (1

st
 New York 

Dragoons). 
 

NINTH ARMY CORPS 
 

Major-General John G. Parke. 
 
 

FIRST DIVISION- Brevet Major-General O.B. Wilcox. 
  1

st
 Brigade, Colonel Samuel Harriman, 37

th
 Wisconsin 

  2d Brigade, Brevet Colonel Ralph Ely, 9
th
 Michigan 

  3d Brigade, Colonel James Bintliff, 38
th
 Wisconsin 

 
SECOND DIVISION- Brigadier-General S.G. Griffin. 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General John I. Curtin, 45

th
 

Pennsylvania 
  2d Brigade, Colonel H.B. Titus, 9

th
 New Hampshire 

 
THIRD DIVISION- Brevet Major-General John F. Hartranft 
  1

st
 Brigade, Colonel A.B. McCalmont, 208

th
 Pennsylvania 

  2d Brigade, Colonel J.A. Matthews, 205
th
 Pennsylvania 

  Artillery Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General J.C. Tidball, 4
th
 

New York Heavy Artillery. 
        

FIFTH ARMY CORPS 
 

Brevet Major-General Charles Griffin. 
 

FIRST DIVISION- Brevet Major-General J.J. Bartlett (27
th
 

New York) 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General A.L. Pearson, 155

th
 

Pennsylvania 
  2d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General E.M. Gregory, 91

st
 

Pennsylvania 
  3d Brigade, Brigadier-General J.L. Chamberlain (20

th
 

Maine). 
 
SECOND DIVISION- Major-General R.B. Ayres 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brigadier-General Joseph Hayes (18

th
 

Massachusetts). 
  2d Brigade, Colonel D.L. Stanton, 1

st
 Maryland. 

  3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General James Gwyn, 188
th
 

Pennsylvania 
 
THIRD DIVISION- Major-General S. Wylie Crawford 
  1

st
 Brigade, Colonel J.A. Kellogg, 6

th
 Wisconsin 

  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General Henry Baxter (2d Michigan) 
  3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Richard Coulter, 11

th
 

Pennsylvania 
 

SECOND ARMY CORPS 
 



Major-General A.A. Humphreys 
 

FIRST DIVISION- Brevet Major-General Nelson A. Miles 
  1

st
 Brigade, Colonel John Fraser, 140

th
 Pennsylvania 

  2d Brigade, Colonel R. Nugent, 69
th
 New York 

  3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General C.D. MacDougall, 
111

th
 New York 

  4
th
 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General John Ramsey, 8

th
 

New Jersey 
 
SECOND DIVISION- Brevet Brigadier-General F.C. Barlow, 
61

st
 New York 

  1
st
 Brigade, Colonel W.L. Olmstead, 59

th
 New York 

  2d Brigade, Colonel J.P. McIvor, 170
th
 New York 

  3d Brigade, Colonel Daniel Woodall, 1
st
 Delaware 

 
THIRD DIVISION- Brevet Major-General Gershom Mott, 
New Jersey 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brigadier-General R.  De Trobriand (55

th
 New 

York) 
  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General Byron R. Pierce (3d 
Michigan) 
  3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General R. McAllister, 11

th
 

New Jersey 
  Artillery Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel J.G. Hazard, 1

st
 

Rhode Island Light Artillery 
 
  The NINTEENTH ARMY CORPS was represented by a 
division under the command of Brigadier-General William 
Dwight, formerly Colonel 70

th
 New York. 

  The SIXTH ARMY CORPS had remained at Danville, Va., 
and was formally reviewed by the President in Washington 
June 8.  It was then commanded by Major-General H.G. 
Wright. 

SHERMAN’S ARMY 
 

Comprising the Army of the Tennessee and the Army of 
Georgia was reviewed on May 24. 
  At the head of the column rode Major-General William 
Tecumseh Sherman, accompanied by General O.O. 
Howard. 
 

ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE 
 

Major-General John A. Logan 
 

FIRST DIVISION- Brigadier-General Charles R. Woods 
(76

th
 Ohio) 

  1
st
 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General W.B. Woods, 76

th
 

Ohio 
  2d Brigade, Colonel R.F. Catterson, 97

th
 Indiana 

  3d Brigade, Colonel George A. Stone, 25
th
 Iowa 

 
SECOND DIVISION- Brigadier-General J.M. Oliver (15

th
 

Michigan) 
  1

st
 Brigade, Colonel Theodore Jones, 30

th
 Ohio 

  2d Brigade, Colonel William S. Jones, 53d Ohio 
  3d Brigade, Colonel F.S. Hutchinson, 15

th
 Mich. 

 
FOURTH DIVISION- Brevet Major-General John M. Corse, 
6

th
 Iowa 

  1
st
 Brigade, Brigadier-General Elliott W. Rice (7

th
 Iowa) 

  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General W.T. Clark, Iowa 
  3d Brigade, Colonel Richard Rowett, 7

th
 Illinois 

  Artillery Brigade,  Lieutenant-Colonel W.H. Ross  

 
SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS 

 
Major-General Frank P. Blair, Jr. 

 
FIRST DIVISION- Brigadier-General Manning F. Force (20

th
 

Ohio) 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brigadier-General John W. Fuller (27

th
 Ohio) 

  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General John W. Sprague (63
rd

 
Ohio) 
  3d Brigade, Brigadier-General John Tillson, 10

th
 Illinois 

 
THIRD DIVISION- Brevet Major-General M. D. Leggett (78

th
 

Ohio) 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brigadier-General Charles Ewing (Ohio) 

  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General Robert K. Scott (68
th
 Ohio) 

 
FOURTH DIVISION- Brevet Major-General Giles A. Smith 
(8

th
 Missouri) 

  1
st
 Brigade, Brigadier-General B.F. Potts (32d Ohio) 

  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General Carlos J. Stolbrand (2d 
Illinois Artillery) 
  3d Brigade Brigadier-General W.W. Belknap (15

th
 Iowa) 

  Artillery, Major Fred Welker, 1
st
 Missouri Light Artillery 

 
ARMY OF GEORGIA 

 
Major-General Henry W. Slocum, New York 

 
TWENTIETH ARMY CORPS 

 
Major-General Joseph A. Mower. 

 
FIRST DIVISION- Brevet Major-General A.S. Williams, 
Michigan 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General James L. Selfridge, 

46
th
 Pennsylvania 

  2d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General William Hawley, 3d 
Wisconsin 
  3d Brigade, Brigadier-General J.S. Robinson (82d Ohio) 
 
SECOND DIVISION- Brevet Major-General John W. Geary 
(28

th
 Pennsylvania) 

  1
st
 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General A. Pardee, Jr. 147

th
 

Pennsylvania 
  2d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General George W. Mindil, 
33d New Jersey 
  3d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Harry A. Barnum, 
149

th
 New York 

 
THIRD DIVISION- Brevet Major-General W.T. Ward, 
Kentucky 
  1

st
 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Benjamin Harrison, 

70
th
 Indiana 

  2d Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General Daniel Dustin, 105
th
 

Illinois 
  3d Brigade, Brigadier-General William Cogswell, 2d 
Massachusetts 
  Artillery, Captain Charles E. Winegar, New York 
 

FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS 
 

Major-General Jefferson C. Davis 
 



FIRST DIVISION- Brigadier-General Charles C. Walcutt 
(45

th
 Ohio) 

  1
st
 Brigade, Brevet Brigadier-General H.C. Hobart, 21

st
 

Wisconsin 
  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General George P. Buell (58

th
 

Indiana) 
  3d Brigade, Colonel H.A. Hambright, 79

th
 Pennsylvania 

 
SECOND DIVISION- Brevet Major-General James D. 
Morgan, 10

th
 Illinois 

  1
st
 Brigade, Brigadier-General James D. Morgan, 10

th
 

Illinois 
  2d Brigade, Brigadier-General John G. Mitchell, (113

th
 

Ohio) 
  3d Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel J.W. Langley, 125

th
 Illinois 

 
THIRD DIVISION- Brevet Major-General Absalom Baird. 
  1

st
 Brigade, Colonel M.C. Hunter, 82d Indiana 

  2d Brigade, Colonel N. Gleason, 87
th
 Indiana 

  3d Brigade, Brigadier-General George S. Greene (60
th
 

New York) 
 
 The titles of officers given above are as designated 
in the General Orders issued for the Review.  A number 
afterward received commissions of higher grades. 
   Many of the officers and large numbers of the 
soldiers were garlanded with flowers as they passed along 
the line of march. 
   “Sherman’s bummers” helped to relieve whatever of 
monotony there was in the continual tramp, tramp, tramp of 
the armies.  A number were mounted on mules or on sorry-
looking horses borrowed from some quartermaster’s camp 
of condemned animals, and carrying chickens, pigs, and 
vegetables; others on foot swung along in the free and easy 
gait learned on their long march to the sea. 
   It was estimated that nearly 150,000 men 
participated in these ceremonies- the Army of the Potomac, 
80,000; the Army of the Tennessee, 36,000; and the Army 
of Georgia, 33,000. 
   Never before had such a pageant been witnessed 
at the capital of any nation- the passage of an army of 
citizen soldiers who, having by their valor saved the nation, 
were now present only that those necessary details might 
be completed which would enable them to take their places 
in the ranks of peaceful citizens. 
   With worn uniforms and tattered ensigns telling 
eloquently of service in the field, those men were now only 
anxious to return to their homes and loved ones.  Though 
joyfully returning, and, as representatives of all who had 
honorably served in the armies and navies of the Union, 
thus receiving the plaudits of the people whom they had so 
ably served, there were sad thoughts no inharmonious with 
the occasion. 
   As they passed the reviewing-stand where 
representative men were assembled in their honor, the 
marching soldiers missed above all others that rugged, 
homely face which now would have been lit with a halo of 
glory.  The great patient heart, that for four years had borne 
such a fearful strain was now stilled.  In all the land no one 
was nearer the soldier’s heart than Abraham Lincoln. 
   Other forms were missing from the group- leaders 
of corps and of armies of whom John F. Reynolds, 
McPherson, and Sedgwick were types. 
   But the thoughts of the soldiers were not then so 
much with the absent leaders as the more familiar forms of 

comrades, dear to their hearts, but now numbered among 
the dead.  Perchance they had been playmates in school-
boy days and bosom friends in maturer years.  Together 
they had responded to the call of an imperiled country, 
together had faced the dangers of the service.  In camp and 
bivouac they had slept under the same blankets and shared 
the contents of their haversacks and canteens. 
   These, their comrades, had not lived to hear the 
joyful shouts of victory, and were not to receive the 
embraces of their loved ones.  They had died that the 
Nation might live! 
   The fond affection cherished for the honored dead 
but stimulated the ties of sympathy and love for comrades 
living and sharing the thrilling memories of the years of 
national strife and warfare now happily  over. 
   They were soon to part, each in his own way to fight 
the battle of life, to form new ties, new friendships, but never 
could they forget the sacred bond of comradeship wielded 
in the fire of battle, that in after years, should be their 
stimulus to take upon themselves the work confided to the 
people by President Lincoln “to bind up the Nation’s 
wounds,” “to care for him who shall have borne the battle, 
and for his widow and his orphan.” 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

To be continued next month. 
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March Birthdays 
 

 
Horatio G. Wright 

6 March 1820 
 

 
Adm. John L. Worden 

 12 March 1818 

                                                                      
Isaac I. Stevens                                                                                   

25 March 1818 

                                                                                
Samuel K. Zook                                                                               

27 March 1821 

April Birthdays 
 

 
Lewis “Lew” Wallace 

10 April 1827 
 
 

 
David McMurtrie Gregg 

10 April 1833 
 

 
Henry W. Benham 

17 April 1813 
 

 
John Gibbon 
20 April 1827 

 

 
Alexander M. McCook 

22 April 1822 



 

 
Erastus B. Tyler 

24 April 1822 
 
 

 
Andrew J. Smith 

28 April 1815 
 
 

 
 

Colonel Elmer Ephraim Ellsworth 
11 April 1837 

 

 
 

Lieutenant General Hiram Ulysses Grant 
(Ulysses Simpson Grant) 

27 April 1822 
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To be continued next month. 


